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THE RUIN AND THE REMEDY. 

IN tlie Bible only is the full nature of man's 
ruin exposed and depicted; and there only is a 
perfect remedy—God's remedy—revealed. If 
there be any limitation of the extent and depth 
of the ruin, there must be a still greater mis¬ 
apprehension of the remedy, because the remedy 
is not merely equal to the measure of the ruin, 
but, as the remedy is the gift of grace through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, it must from the mere 
fact of its source be divine, and far beyond the 
expectation or sensible requirement of man. It 
must be magnificent in every part. 

Yet the remedy, however great, cannot be 
appreciated unless the need of it be felt. Hence 
the need of man because of his ruin must be the 
first sense, in some measure, in the awakened 
soul. " The fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom;" the awakening of the soul neces¬ 
sarily discloses to it its danger and its misery. 

When the extent of the ruin is before the 
mind of the evangelist, when his heart is yearn¬ 
ing for the good of souls, he would feel himself 
straitened and incapable did he not know that 
the remedy could in every detail meet the misery 
before him. If he see only a part of the misery, 
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2 THE KUIN AND THE BEMEDY. 

he contents himself with offering to and press¬ 
ing on the sinner that portion of the remedy 
which will relieve that part. Hence the preacher 
must know the ruin not partially, for then he 
will present the remedy only partially. And 
very often the remedy known partially is, in the 
mind of the evangelist, that which indicates the 
ruin, instead of a knowledge of the ruin leading 
him to ascertain the divine remedy. It is when I 
am aware of the ruin that I look for the remedy; 
and, on the other hand, when I have true and 
right apprehension of the remedy and its scope, 
I must soon see the nature and depth of the 
ruin. 

Let us take some examples of this in Scripture. 
There the remedy in divine measure covers the 
ruin. The famished prodigal son is not only 
kissed and clothed, but he is feasted in the 
Father's house. The evangelist must either 
leave him " a great way off," where the Father 
kisses him; or he must set him in the Father's 
house, beginning to be merry. Has his ruin 
been relieved—has the remedy reached the full 
measure of the ruin and the need, until he is in 
the Father's house ? One might say he was safe 
from judgment when the Father had kissed him; 
reconciliation had been effected; the terrible 
distance between God and the sinner had been 
crossed by the love that had found a ransom; 
but the prodigal's ruin requires much more. 
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The question is :—Am I at liberty to propose 
to a prodigal part v of the divine remedy and 
withhold the rest ? 

Take another case; that in Luke x.—the man 
who has fallen among thieves. 

" A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and 'fell among thieves, which stripped 
him of his raiment and wounded him, and de¬ 
parted leaving him half dead. And by chance 
there came down a certain priest that way: and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at 
the place, came and looked on him and passed 
by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where he was ; and when 
he saw him he had compassion on him, and went 
to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil 
and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn and took care of him." 

Here man's ruin is fully depicted, and here we 
shall find the remedy is in divine perfection in 
every part. Where the ruin is sensibly felt, 
where the sinner is consciously awakened to his 
state, he feels he is painfully incapable to refuse 
any relief, and he feels he wants it. No state 
could be more deplorable. He needs relief, and 
yet he would refuse it if he could. If he were 
not so broken down he would not accept it, so 
that it is his very misery that makes him fit 
for grace. He has the wounds, and wounds 
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4 THE ETJIN AND THE REMEDY. 

only. He has nothing to commend him but his 
need. 

And now he receives wine and oil into his 
wounds. Christ comes as the neighbour. Under 
the law, but not confining Himself to the limits 
of the law, He magnifies the law; and, while 
He meets man according to the measure of the 
law, He travels out beyond it into the depth 
and breadth of God's love. He makes the law 
honourable in the way He fulfils and magnifies it; 
whilst He meets with a divine remedy the entire 
state of the poor sinner. He not only pours oil 
and wine into his wounds—that is, cures him. 
This, of course, is the first thing; the man is 
cured. But were I to limit the remedy to this, 
while I admit much would have been done for 
the sinner, yet I should come very short of the 
remedy given me by God for him. 

If I am sent to a suffering person with three 
or four distinct gifts which the mind of the donor 
(who is fully acquainted with the need of the 
sufferer) considers requisite, am I at liberty to give 
him only one, because that one gives great relief, 
and to withhold the others? Certainly not. I 
should err in a double way. I should not fulfil 
the commission intrusted to me, I should mis¬ 
represent the donor, and I should deprive the 
needy one of the favours given me for him. 
The remedy reaches not only to the cure of the 
sinner, not only to an assured rescue from judg-
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merit, and unquestionable safety, but it meets 
him in his powerl&ssness, as we read, he sets 
him on " his own beast." 

The ruin of the sinner is only partially relieved 
if he be only cured. It is undoubtedly most 
necessary, but it is not enough for a perfect 
remedy, which God in His grace supplies. The 
cured one is set upon a new power—the power 
of Christ; he is now to be borne along by the 
power of Christ, entirely in a new way, not 
according to man's power or ways. He has 
tasted of the bitter end of all of man, and as a 
cured one he enters upon a new course—a new 
life and a new ability are given him. He may 
very partially avail himself of it, but this new 
power is as much part of the remedy as the 
cure is. 

I must not limit it. The sinner should be 
impressed and convinced of the fulness and 
largeness of grace. Not only is a cure for the 
heart's misery sent through the work of Christ, 
but the life and power of Christ are also given 
to meet the powerlessness of his state. Other¬ 
wise, as we often see, a soul may be assured 
of cure—of forgiveness of sins—and yet have 
no idea of the power or walk which should 
characterise him now as a cured one. This 
part of the remedy may never have been made 
known, to him. The remedy is one whole, 
though divided into parts, and I am not at 
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liberty to insist on one part of it, namely, the 
cure, and be silent about the other parts of it. 

Were I sent to minister medicine, money, and 
a home to any indigent person, should I consider 
I had properly executed my work because I had 
given the medicine ? Surely I should, in such a 
case, have deprived the invalid of two very im¬ 
portant items necessary for his state. No one 
with any integrity would excuse himself for so 
grievous a defalcation of service. 

Now, in ministering to souls, there is not only 
the loss of the benefits of the remedy if any part 
be omitted or withheld, but there is a corre¬ 
spondent deficiency or lack of testimony to the 
grace of God in the life and ways of the con¬ 
vert. 

Suppose I tell a sinner that Christ, through 
His work, will cure his sin-distressed soul, and 
he receives this truth in faith, he is cured. But, 
if I say no more about the remedy, this cured 
soul seeks to drag on in his weak, powerless 
state, the only real improvement in him being 
that he has been relieved of the fear of judg¬ 
ment—the penalty of his sins. How differently 
such an one would feel were I to insist that the 
same One who had cured him would now confer 
upon him His own power. For his ruin would 
not be adequately relieved unless he were given 
new power. 

And this power is not the power merely of 
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restored health; such as might be the effect of 
the cure. It is an entirely new kind of power— 
a power unknown before—the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which necessarily would lead him 
into His line of things, outside and apart from 
man, to walk here as Christ walked. 

And this power is not only offered ; it is con¬ 
ferred. Thus it is shown in this parable. Thê  
relieved sufferer is set on "his own beast," the 
figure of the power in which Christ walked here.. 
He brings him to an inn and takes care of him. 
Then his miserable condition is entirely met: 
cured, carried, and cared for. If the ruin have-
been terrible, the remedy 4s most effectual ia 
every point. 

Every convert may not enjoy the greatness or 
perfection of the remedy, yet it is important to 
assure every perishing soul of the full nature 
and scope of the remedy, so that he may be 
convinced, at least, that there is no limitation 
on the part of God, though he have not faith to 
grasp it. There is a vast difference between the 
state of the soul of the one who, though con¬ 
verted, never heard of the fulness of the 
remedy as set forth in these parables, and the 
one who, though he have heard it, has not 
sensibly entered into it. In the former there 
is no exercised conscience ; there is no sense of 
failure, because not enjoying what has been 
conferred upon him; but there is a sense of 
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lack continually—a feeling of wanting some¬ 
thing to render him fully happy; for he does 
not know and has never heard of the fulness of 
God's remedy for him, and hence he turns to 
earthly mercies to fill his cup. But the one who 
has been taught the fulness of God's remedy, 
even though he do not enjoy it, is continually 
warned by his conscience of the greatness of the 
mercy vouchsafed to him. The one may not 
have, as far as his knowledge goes, the land 
from which he could produce all he requires; 
while the other knows he has the land, and that, 
if he would but till it, he would have all he 
needs. 

How differently each must feel! The one 
craving and pining because he does not know 
what would fully satisfy his heart and relieve 
him of all the consequences of his ruin; the 
other knowing it, and as he uses the gift through 
Jesus Christ, appearing before men in a new and 
wonderful condition. Intensely happy, because 
not only cured of his wounds, but invested with 
the power of Christ; thus set in superiority to all 
that affects and overwhelms man here; and con¬ 
sciously, under the care of Christ while pursuing 
his pilgrimage through this dreary world, he is a 
beautiful testimony on the earth of what Christ 
has done,—of God's remedy for man's ruin ; so 
that every one seeing him. will greatly marvel 
and glorify God. J. B. S. 
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THE ETERNAL LIFE IN PAUL. 
V 

PHILIPPIANS iii 

THERE were two things very present to the 
mind of the Spirit when by Paul He wrote the 
epistle to the Philippians. The first was eternal 
life manifested in a believer—a beautiful sight to 
dwell upon; heartfelt, soul-enjoyed eternal life 
filled the apostle Paul in all its power and energy. 
And the second was the contrast with this, 
namely, that there were dogs and evil-workers 
who denied the power of it, who were enemies 
of the cross of Christ. The word is an important 
one to ourselves. 

Just see the beauty of the eternal life that 
filled the soul of the apostle Paul, and flowed 
forth from him to others. If there be a worldly 
person here, I would say to any such : What do 
you think of that ? And to the child of God I 
say: Is this picture that Paul gives of himself 
practically true of you ? 

In the beginning of the epistle he speaks of 
the treacherous, tricky dealing of some who 
named the name of Christ: " Some indeed 
preach Christ even of envy and strife, and some 
also of goodwill; the one preach Christ of con¬ 
tention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction 
to my bonds." But he goes on : " In nothing I 
shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as 
always, so now also, Christ shall be magnified 
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in my body, -whether it be by life, or by death. 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die gain." 
Eternal life had so completely filled the vessel, 
that the individual was sure that, as it had been, 
so it should be to the end: whether by life or by 
death Christ would be magnified. Here a pri¬ 
soner to the emperor, he says : "Whether he cut 
off my head or let me go, it is all the same; 
Christ shall be magnified in my body; for to me 
to live is Christ, and to die, gain. 

Then he goes on in the second chapter to show, 
that if he were on earth the model man, which 
he was, that that after which he was formed was 
infinitely superior. The Son of the Father had 
come down, had taken upon Him the form of a 
servant, had been made in the likeness of men, 
and humbled Himself and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross ; and for this 
God had highly exalted Him, had placed Him at 
His own right hand and given Him a name 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow—bow to the Son of His 
love. There was the perfection of that eternal 
life, in comparison with which Paul's little 
bit of fervour, Paul's little bit of whole-hearted 
devotedness, was just as nothing at all. Still 
it was beautiful—the eternal life in the vessel, 
an earthen vessel, a fragile vessel, and the bright 
light shining out. It was one single thing, and 
that was Christ. When the knowledge of that 
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got hold of a Saul, he said: I have but one single 
thing to do on this earth, and that is to so walk 
that Christ may be magnified. 

But now, on the side of the apostle as on the 
Bide of Christ, the life that was led down here—in 
the blessed Lord of course perfect, in the apostle 
Paul not to be compared with it—what lay at 
the root of it ? He does not come to this till the 
third chapter; and here he takes up the religion 
of a fallen nature, and the religion of a risen 
and ascended Christ. Paul was walking in the 
power of the latter. 

If there be one thing that strikes my mind as 
I look at Paul's account-of what he had been as 
a Jew, it is the littleness—the contemptible little¬ 
ness—to which he reduces all human righteous¬ 
ness. Just listen to the words in which he 
shows it out. Item 1 : an eighth-day circum¬ 
cision. Item 2: of the stock of Israel. Item 3: 
of the tribe of Benjamin. Item 4 : an Hebrew 
of the Hebrews. Item 5 : as touching the law, 
a separatist—which is what the word Pharisee 
means. You can hardly count what he says 
next, "concerning zeal persecuting the church," 
as part of his righteousness as a Jew. He could 
say: "As touching the righteousness which is 
in the law, blameless ; " because if he had neg¬ 
lected anything there was the sacrifice, so that 
the thing, whatever it was, might be covered 
over. 
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But take the whole of i t ; it was all human 
righteousness—call it Adamio righteousness, if 
you like. Could Adam, after he was turned out 
of the garden, say: Everything that is required 
of me by God I have rendered, as a creature to 
a Creator ? 

And if we take the different items of it. As 
to circumcision, God gave it first to Abram, and 
then to all those descended from him. If the 
descendants were lineal, such as Ishmael, they 
had a perfect right to it, as much as those 
descended through Isaac. Then, next, it was 
quite an accident of providence that Paul was 
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews, out of all those who 
had crossed out of Mesopotamia. He was thus 
a thorough Jew, and not only so, but he had 
regard for ordinances, and separated himself 
from all obvious evil. 

I will just observe, if ever it is a question of 
human righteousness, that it is always a question 
of time. God does not give His sentence in time, 
except so far as saying, "There is none right¬ 
eous, no, not one." Now could Paul have had 
the thought that, when he had died -and was 
risen again, all these privileges of nature and 
providence would come up in resurrection ? No! 
They would not stand a man in stead before the 
throne of God. They are nothing but the first 
Adam. And what is the history of the first 
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Adam ? Why, murder comes in at once ; all 
evil comes in; just as- if, in a mighty accumula¬ 
tion of water, there come but the least little 
chink in the bank, in a very short time the 
whole country below will be deluged. So it was. 
And is that stream going on now ? Yes. That 
flood has gone on from Adam down, and will, 
till the Lord comes and takes the kingdom and 
puts down evil by His own presence. And even 
then, no sooner is it lot loose again than man 
will go up against the very camp of God Himself. 
Then comes the great white throne, and the 
whole rebel family judged according to their 
works; and what comes,of that? Every one of 
them cast into hell. 

There will be righteousness reigning on this 
earth for a thousand years when He is King; 
but righteousness will abide for ever and ever in 
the new heavens and the new earth. When I 
come to measure that there were seven thousand 
years granted to man to show out his puny 
wickedness in, and in which has been shown 
out, too, the grace of God in Jesus Christ, I 
say : What will be seven thousand years in con¬ 
nection with that new heavens and new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness for ever and 
ever! 

Not like Adam, Christ. With Adam it was 
straining upwards and onwards to get what God 
had not given him. With Christ it was becom-
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ing obedient unto death; He humbled Himself 
until that body was taken down from the cross 
by Joseph of Arimathea, to lay in his new grave. 
The first body that was laid in that grave was 
that of the life-giving Spirit! He began His 
course, indeed, in quite a different way. Adam 
trying what he could get, whilst Christ went 
down to the cross, took the course due to the 
sinner, and then lay in that grave till the time 
marked in Scripture for Him, and then came to 
life again. Who ever heard of a man taking 
his own life again ? No one ever did ! There is 
but one case in Scripture, and that is the blessed 
Lord. He says : " I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again;" and He 
came out of His grave. 

And here was Saul of Tarsus running his 
course, breathing out threatenings and slaugh¬ 
ter, and He stopped him and let a ray of light 
into his soul. Others who were with him saw 
the light and heard the voice, but they did not 
understand it. He just showed Himself to Saul 
of Tarsus. And what came out in that scene ? 
Why, that the Nazarene Saul thought he could 
blot the name out of the earth of, Saul dis¬ 
covered to be Jehovah up there. He thought 
honestly that he, with his mighty energy, could 
blot that name out; and he, perhaps for the 
first time in his life, asked, " What wilt thou 
have me to do ? " Before this he thought he 
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knew what to do himself; before this he could 
afford to patronize ; before this he thought that 
this Nazarene was only an impostor; but now he 
discovered that the Nazarene could act upon him 
when he could not act upon the Nazarene. Now 
there .was not one single thing to be done. The 
Nazarene could set him apart to be the instru¬ 
ment for the spread of His name through the 
whole earth. 

And what is the history of that Nazarene ? 
I have just touched upon the history of that 

which sprang up a little stream in Eden, and 
broke into a mighty river to find its end at 
the great white throne. The rejection of Christ 
is a part of that history. And then came the 
peculiar time when He in glory was again re¬ 
jected by the Jews. The murder of Stephen 
was the first - step in that. In the epistle to 
Timothy, when Paul says, " Sinners, of whom I 
am chief," there is not a doubt in my mind that 
be had in his thought the moment when he was 
urging and cheering on those who were rejecting 
the Holy Ghost. 

But the stream of time rolls on, and the Lord 
calls one after another; not by a vision, like 
Saul of Tarsus, but still something passes from 
the Lord of glory right down into the soul of 
that particular person, just as it did to Abram 
or to Sanl. Most of us can say there was a time 
when we did not know Christ, and a time when 
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we did know Him. Nineteen years of my life 
were spent in vanity and folly; but when He re¬ 
vealed Himself to me I was turned right round, 
and people thought I was mad, as they did Paul. 

But the history of that Nazarene ! Oh if you 
look forward to the to-morrow of Christ! His 
going down into death ; that is His yesterday. 
His now caring for us at the right hand of the 
Father ; that is His to-day. And His coming in 
glory; that is His to-morrow. He will then put 
forth His power; His people are waiting for 
Him; He will change their vile hodies, making 
them like unto His glorious body, and then take 
them back with Him to the Father's home, and 
give them the kingdom. I look at Adam like a 
little handful of snow rolling down the mountain 
side and gathering size as it rolls along; but 
after all, when it gets to the bottom, it is only a 
little thing. But the Son, the free gift of His 
love! What a poor portion has the family of 
the first Adam been, compared with that of the 
Second! 

He says: "What things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss, for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
and be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness." God has found His heart satis-
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fied. It is 1840 years since Christ took His seat 
at His right hand. And as to Paul, everything 
in comparison with that Christ was but as loss 
and defilement; so much so that he uses, as his 
5stimate of it, words hardly fit, you know, for 
polite society. But when a person comes into 
God's presence he sees it is dung, evil, every¬ 
thing that is connected with that which God has 
condemned. 

"That I may win Christ; " a sweet little word 
for those who can get it! " That I may win 
Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous¬ 
ness which is of God by faith." AVhat a difference 
between these_ two thoughts; what a difference 
if I can look up and say, Abba, Father, instead 
of having my 6wn righteousness; if I can say, 
I know I am trying to meet Abba's mind; I 
know that Christ has washed me in His blood, 
and that I am clean every whit. What a thing 
to appear before the Bema of Christ as a saved 

. person, and hear Him say : Since the day I 
turned you from Saul into Paul many of my 
own dear people doubted you—thought you went 
too far; but now I am going to own you. 

" The righteousness that is through the faith 
of Christ.-" I am washed in the blood of God's 
Son as much the moment I get to Christ, as I 
am after twenty years' service. If I am a par-

2 



18 THE ETERNAL LIFE IN PAUL. 

doned sinner, I can say : Well, blessed Lord, thou 
hast laid down thy life for me, and I am ready 
to lay down my life for thee. According to the 
mind of the Spirit He laid His life down for me, 
and as one who has been saved by Him, I am 
ready to lay down my life any moment He is 
pleased to call. 

There were two things in Paul: this righteous¬ 
ness of God that he had in Christ, and then the 
glory in which it was to be brought out. "We 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." 
Well, what when He comes for us? "He will 
change this vile body that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body." I shall appear 
then according to the likeness of the glorious 
body that my Lord wears. He will change it; 
and certainly God will find no fault with what 
Christ does. I wear the glory of Christ; the 
body of humiliation which I did wear is now 
changed, and I appear before Him "fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able to subdue all things 
unto himself." 

One little word here I would like to say to any 
person who is not holding the ground in his own 
conscience of being accepted in the Beloved. If 
I appear before God as a descendant of the first 
Adam merely, it is a question whether I can 
meet all the just claims of God. But, if I appear 
before God as washed in the blood of Christ, I 
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appear before Him on the ground of my ruin, 
and before God not ,on the throne of judgment 
but on the throne of mercy. I say: Certainly 
I am a sinner, .but the blood of thy Son is on 
the throne, and I come into thy presence not on 
the .ground of reward to me according to my 
doings—if I did it would be human righteousness 
—but I come on the ground of Christ at thy 
right hand, so I come on the ground of mercy. 

Do you know how I found peace ? I said once 
to a troubled soul. Depend upon it when God 
looks upon Christ He sees far more ground of 
merit in Him than He sees of demerit in you. 
He sees nothing but exceeding beauty. The 
whole positisn — everything-^ is changed. All 
is changed between a person drawing near to see 
what God will think about him, and a person 
drawing near to see what God will think about 
Christ. All men are rebels, and God says to 
them: If you come into my presence to see what 
I think about that Christ that is there, in the-
language of a man it would be this : That blood 
that justifies me in dealing with rebels, is cer¬ 
tainly sufficient to satisfy you. What satisfies 
me may satisfy you. And that is mercy—an 
entirely different ground to your hurnanrighteous-
ness. It is all the savour of His own perfectness. 
It is all.through that Man that is sitting here on 
my right hand—the Son of my love, the Lore] 
Jesus Christ. - ^ 
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And He has given Him that name of Saviour 
just to establish our hearts. Supposing you were 
in glory, and were to see that the Lord Jesus 
Christ had saved you, but there was no one else 
saved but you in all heaven—why the name of 
Saviour would be a dishonour to Him ! for He 
would have saved no one. But He is the One 
who is competent to save. 

Just see the course of this man Paul. He 
says, My eyes are forward upon Christ.—There 
are two positions for my soul: in the one I look 
up, and see God's provision for me; in the other 
I look forward, and I see He will come forth, 
and I wait to see Him come forth upon that 
cloud of glory. And, as to the life down here, 
can I say it is a life of fellowship with the blessed 
One up there ? " Forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." It is Christ behind, Christ above, Christ 
before. That Christ being in heaven, he says, 
Now one thing my heart wants, and that is Him¬ 
self. I have not got it yet, but I know I shall 
come forth in glory, and that when I see Himself 
I shall be like Him, for I shall see Him as He is. 

"Let us, therefore, as many as be perfect, be 
thus minded : and if in anything ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you." 
What is this perfection here ? It is the perfection 
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of discipleship. He has grasped and apprehended 
all the beauty of Christ, and, if he be a true 
genuine learner in the school of Christ, he for¬ 
gets what is behind, looks at what is before, and 
then runs. Take a babe in Christ; he is tolrl in 
the epistle of John to go on and study that part 
of the book which is necessary to him as a young 
man. And then the young man is to go on and 
study that •which will make him a father or a 
mother in Christ. It is " reaching forth unto 
those things which are before." As to experience 
—what is it ? Nothing but Christ. As to help 
by the way? Nothing but Christ. As to the 
goal before me? Nothing but Christ. "Pressing 
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus." 

You who truly believe in the Lord, are you 
really occupied with the Christ of God ? Here 
is a heart and there is a mind occupied with one 
thing and another. I might pass current down 
here among you with very little care perhaps, 
but is it Christ? When Christ died He died for 
me; when Christ rose He rose for me; when 
Christ went to heaven He went to heaven for 
me; and now in me down here, there is a new 
man formed in my heart. Is it that Christ ? And 
is the future characterized not only to God's 
mind but to mine by that Christ? And if He 
were to call you home to-night, could you say, 
The sooner the better ? A lady said to me a 
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little time ago, speaking of her ill-health, " I find 
I can get no air in which I can breathe." I 
answered her, " Well, I find any air will do for 
me to die in." 

I will not say the Lord is leaving me down 
here too long; I am willing to stay as long as 
He wills, but it would be better—far better—to 
depart and be with Christ. If I were told I 
should go before morning, it ought to be my 
hearty response, "Even so, Lord, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight." If any of you were 
to die to-night, your body would be laid in the 
grave to wait to be changed, and your spirit 
would be present with the Lord—that One who 
has shown His love to you in such a costly way. 
He is now bearing our names there on high 
before God; then He will come out, putting forth 
the glorious power that is in Himself to change 
the bodies of those that are alive and to raise 
the bodies of those that sleep, to make them 
like His own. 

How many things had you to do last week ? 
Ten thousand duties ! and the sun that rose in 
the heavens was the light by which they ai! had 
to be done. And if you are Christians all has to 
be done in the light of " Come, Lord Jediis." 
Thus we may show forth the super-excellency of 
the work of God as the Saviour-God. All ought 
to bear that mark. 

And I do beseech you by all that meets me, 
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both here in England and as I pass all over the 
world, let Christ be ivithin you; Christ abiding 
there; Christ directing everything there. I main¬ 
tain that is not the character of the great mass 
of Christianity of the present time. I fear that 
if I knew you individually I should say, These 
dear people want help to teach them to say, "To 
me to live is Christ, and to die gain." 

(c. F. SH.) 

The first man does not like to know what and 
where the Second Man is, and what is suited to 
Him. Oh ! the wonderful resistance of one's 
heart to the glory—to the scene where the Lord 
has His delight. It is because of the fact that 
my scene is judged by it—that there is nothing 
here to suit the Second Man; so one finds out 
that one has to refuse, on that account, the things 
that are here. 

There is much here that is suited to me 
naturally; not a thing that is suited to Christ; 
but I have found the scene where everything ia 
suited to Him. I am in therein Him where the 
Lord has entered His glory; He has got every¬ 
thing there; I have nothing here. The only 
thing that will enable me to take everything 
quietly here, is to know and see that the Lord is 
glorified. 
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THE BELIEVEE'S PLACE IN CHEIST. 

2 COK. v. 

THE great thing in these ways and works of God 
in the gospel is to bring us to Himself. Groan¬ 
ing, burdened, if you like, still we are brought 
to Himself through infinite grace—grace reign¬ 
ing through righteousness—brought into the 
presence of God with a full sense of divine favour 
resting upon us. We are " reconciled to God," 
and that is a large word. Being reconciled to 
God in all that He is in the full revelation 
of Himself through Christ, our hearts at ease 
with Himself, else we surely are not reconciled. 
We are going through the wilderness as regards 
these bodies, with all the government of God 
over His children; but there is no question of 
our place with Him, that in which the perfect 
revelation of His grace has set us with Himself. 
Christianity brings us into a new life—makes us 
partakers of a divine nature. 

In Israel it was all an outward deliverance, 
but all written "for our admonition." They 
were brought out of Egypt—their whole state 
and condition changed; they were brought into 
the wilderness, but brought to God there. And 
we have been brought out of the flesh and our 
place in the world as Adam's children, and are 
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now sitting in heavenly places—brought to God, 
•with a nature capable of enjoying God. 

It is not at all now whether a man is a 
righteous man according to the law—that is not 
the question now. The law was of course all 
right, and, what is more, a perfect rule for a 
child of Adam, for it took up all the relationships 
in which we stand, forbidding every breach of 
any in which God had set us. But Christianity, 
while putting its seal upon what man ought to 
be, and giving its highest sanction to the law, 
comes in behind all that—is another thing 
altogether; it shows that the law was just 
man's righteousness, which never could bo 
wrought out, and brings in a distinct testimony 
as to the condition of man ; proves " both Jews 
and Gentiles that they are all under sin; " 
" they are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one." Then comes in 
the dealing of God with men when they were 
proved to be such, and this very dealing of God 
demonstrates fully what man was. 

'When God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself the world would not have Him: "He 
sent unto them his son, saying, They will 
reverence my sou. But they caught him and 
east him-out the vineyard, and slew him." Man 
has been fully proved, as He says: "What could 
I have done more to my vineyard, that I have 
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not done in i t?" They rejected His mercy when 
He came into the world in goodness, and with 
the manifestation of a power which was sufficient 
to heal man of all his diseases; all the effects of 
what sin and Satan had brought in, a single 
word from Christ was sufficient to set aside. 
But, " for my love," says the Lord, " I had 
hatred." " Now have they both seen and hated 
both me and my Father." They had not 
merely sinned against God, but, when God was 
there in full manifestation of goodness, they 
rejected Him. Therefore, "now is the judg¬ 
ment of this world." 

If you would walk with God in the comfort of 
His love, you must get it distinctly before you 
that you are lost, as well as guilty—" dead in 
trespasses and sins." It is a question of the 
state that we are in by nature as well as the 
guilt that we have incurred. But when I see 
that the old man is hopelessly bad and con¬ 
demned—when I understand that my whole 
history as a man in Adam is closed—then I get 
Christ instead of myself before God. 

Guilt is brought out by the cross of the blessed 
Lord: "He hath made him sin for us who knew 
no sin." But besides that there is a new place 
and condition brought in for the believer; a new 
creation, in the midst of weakness and infirmity, 
yet in which we walk with God fully reconciled. 
God is fully revelled; nothing so revealed Him 
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in His righteousness and in His love as the 
cross. There it is that all that I need He has 
met. But He has done more, though I have the 
treasure in this poor earthen vessel. It is an 
entirely new thing that He has brought me into. 
I am redeemed out of the condition of the fallen 
first Adam into the condition of the glorified 
second Adam; I am brought into the condition 
in which Christ stands before (rod as man; I am 
"made the righteousness of God in him." All 
that He is is mine. And this is how Christ says 
He gives—not as the world gives. "When the 
world gives, it gives away—it has no more the 
thing that it has given; but when Christ gives, 
He gives nothing away, He brings us into every¬ 
thing that He has Himself. The peace that He 
gives us is "my peace; " the words that He has 
given us are "the words which thou gavest me;" 
the joy is "my joy; " the glory is "the glory 
which thou gavest me;" and the love is "the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me." He brings us 
into the enjoyment of all that He enjoys Him¬ 
self. It is a wonderful thing, this: it is set 
before us as the object of hope. 

There are two ways in which happy thoughts 
and feelings are wrought out. One is by living 
in the midst of happy relationships, as in a 
family. -The other thing that gives us energy 
and joy is having an object before us that we are 
pursuing in hope. Now God would use both of 
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these means to produce the happiness of the 
Christian state in us. As to the place of relation¬ 
ship He has brought us into, we have in it 
" fellowship -with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ." God has given us the same place 
with His Son—as to the actual glory, of course 
we have not got it yet; but we have got the place 
and relationship now, and the joy also, and the 
object, and the hope of knowing that we shall 
be with Him and like Him in the glory. 

" We know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens." That is all settled. " For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house that is from heaven." It supposes 
that my heart is with Him. He had been " not 
looking at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen : for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal; " so he goes on, "ive know." 
It is quite a technical expression in Scripture. 
" We know that the law is spiritual." " We know 
that whosoever is born of God, sinneth not." 
" We know that we are of God." " We know that 
the Son of God is come." 

" For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdened." I do not want to die as if 
weary of conflicts, and wishing to get out of this 
world. But I see in this world of death the 
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power of life come in in the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has destroyed the power of 
him that had the power of death in such sort, 
that I can look, if the time were come, to not 
dying at all, that " mortality should be swallowed 
up of life." That power of life has come in 
which can change the living saints into glory 
without anything more. And so it will be, in 
fact, for those who are alive when Christ comes : 
"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed," so that not a trace of mortality 
remains. Ruin and death have come in, but the 
power of life of the second Adam has come in, 
and so completely set aside the power of death 
and Satan, that, if the moment were come, it 
would be all gwallowed up in a moment. It does 
not make any difference if we do die, for we shall 
be raised. But One has come in who has gone 
into death, and spoiled it completely, and who 
has the keys of death and hell in His hands. 
The first Adam plunged me in death and ruin; 
the second Adam has come in—has gone into the 
ruin, and destroyed the power of it. If He were 
to come now, and close this scene, and the long-
suffering of God were to cease, we should pass 
into glory without death at all. 

But we have then our present state. Not only 
the redemption work is accomplished, but we are 
God's workmanship now for the glory. " He that 
hath wrought us for the self-same thing is God." 
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He has wrought us for it; "We are His workman¬ 
ship." God wrought us for that self-same thing, 
the unseen glory in which Christ is. He predes¬ 
tinated us " to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first-born among many 
brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called : and whom he called, them 
he also justified: and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified." " As we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly." Here we are in these poor dying 
bodies, but He has wrought us for this ; it is a 
new creation. It is not a question of my respon¬ 
sibility as a child of Adam, but God's intention 
—what He is going to do with us ;• He is bring¬ 
ing us into the same place in glory as His Son. 
It is not the clearing away my sins, though that 
was needed, and it is done, but it is God has 
turought us for it. 

Then comes another question for people's 
souls : " Who also hath given unto us the earnest 
of the Spirit." We have not got the glory yet, 
but we are sealed for it, and we get the knowledge 
of it. The great and distinguishing character¬ 
istic of the believer is that he has the earnest of 
the Spirit—he is "sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise." It is most important to see that a 
believer may not as yet be brought into the 
Christian's place. But when he is sealed, the 
Holy Ghost gives him the consciousness of that 
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place. The effect of the presence of the Holy 
Ghost in the believer is to give him the con¬ 
sciousness that he is in Christ, and Christ in 
him. His place is settled before God, and settled 
before the world. What he has to do, conse¬ 
quently, in the world, is to show forth in it the 
life of Jesus. As Christ represents us before 
God, so we represent Him before the world. 
That is where we are seen, and this is what is 
st) blessed, and what indeed you should not be 
satisfied without possessing—the knowledge of 
this relationship. The babes cry, Abba, Father. 

And mark this, that if we have not got the con¬ 
sciousness of the relationship, we cannot have 
the affections that belong to it. The conscious¬ 
ness of it is that upon which all holy affections 
are grounded. I might say, If only such an one 
were my father, what affection I should have for 
him, for he is such a good kind father. But if 
conscious of the relationship, the feelings come 
out at once. We must know the Father as such, 
and that is not great growth. It is the babes 
that know that—the fathers are characterized 
by being well acquainted with Christ. Christ in 
us, we cry, Abba, Father: " Ye have not re¬ 
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear : but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father." I insist upon it, not as 
a special growth, but as the place of the Chris¬ 
tian. My responsibility as a Christian is the 


