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A WORD TO THE READER. 

Dear reader, let me ask you to 
read the scriptures referred to in 
the various passages that come be^ 
fore you in this little publication, 
whether referred to in the way of 
illustration or of proof. With this, 
(and prayer for God's wisdom,) what 
you read will be plain; without it 
there is but little hope of your un¬ 
derstanding it. Whatever can be 
understood without attention will be 
read without profit; but what may 
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seem difficult on a first reading, will 
ordinarily be easy on the second: 
and be assured that what is presented 
to you in these pages was never in¬ 
tended to be read as a newspaper, 
and then thrown aside. It only 
remains for me to commend you and 
this little volume to the blessing of 
God, who has permitted it to be 
brought to that measure of com¬ 
pleteness, in the first year of its 
publication, of which such a work is 
susceptible. 

EDITOR, 
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GIEDLE OF TRUTH. 

ADDEESS. 

-THE first requisition in connexion with 
the Christian's call to "put on the 
whole armour of G-od," is to stand, 
having his loins girt about with 
truth; and few Christians, who think 
at all, will deny that in the character 
of the present times there is a special 
reason to heed the exhortation. But 
it must not be supposed, from the 
title adopted, that those who have com¬ 
menced this % little work, think, for a 
moment, that they can, through its 
pages, supply this part of the armour. 
The whole of the revelations of G-od, 
in His word, come under the compre. 

B 
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hensiveness of this title ; and according 
to his exigency will the Christian, who 
studies that word with the simple in¬ 
tent to do God's will, be furnished 
from its various parts with this girdle. 
But since it is proposed, as God may 
give ability, to present in the following 
pages, in a plain and simple form, truth 
drawn directly from the divine word, 
and truth that may advance believers 
practically in the knowledge of Grod 
and of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is 
hoped that the title, thus modified, 
may be allowed, and not be misunder¬ 
stood. 

The necessity for such a publication 
has from various quarters been pressed 
upon those who have undertaken it, 
and, in attempting to supply the need, 
they may state, that whilst truth suited 
to help believers in " building up them¬ 
selves on their most holy faith," may 
form the chief part of that which is 
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communicated, it is not intended to 
exclude the presentation of the " grace 
and truth" of the gospel of saltation^ 
nor prophetic subjects, so far as they 
bear upon the Church's hopes, and 
Christ's glory, and the world's solemn 
prospects. 

I t is intended to publish a number 
monthly, if the Lord will,' and some¬ 
times, if need be, a double number j 
and the desire of those concerned in 
its publication is that the poor and the 
simple, especially, may find such in¬ 
struction to their souls as G-od may 
own, and as may result, through His 
blessing, in them, and in all who read 
it, in a better knowledge of Christ's 
worth, and that thus His name may 
be more set by. 

To say more is unnecessary, as the 
character of the •work must be gathered 
from a knowledge of its succeeding 
numbers. 



HOW A BELIEVER IS "DEAD 
UNTO SIN, BUT ALIVE UNTO 
GOD." 

Eom. vi. 

Grace always sets us in liberty. 
Even in holiness, liberty is the cha¬ 
racter of its separation. It is liberty 
from the bondage of sin. It is willing, 
joyous, consecration to God. 

This chapter is most practical, yet 
deep, very deep, as everything is that 
comes from God. For everything that 
comes from God returns to God. Man 
is his own end by nature. All his 
thoughts and actions begin and end 
with self. Christ could not come down 
here and walk in righteousness without 
doing everything to God. So the in¬ 
cense of "the meat-offering" went all 
up to God. No doubt the priests 
smelt the sweet savour, but yet, as 
offered, it went all up to God. So this 
new life, of which the chapter treats, 
coming from God, goes to God. I t 
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brings forth fruit, of cotirse, but that is 
not its end. As it is in Ephesians v, 2, 
" Be ye followers of God, as dear chil¬ 
dren, and walk in love." That is 
ehristianmorality. God's nature, God's 
life, expressed in men. Life that flows 
from God and must go to God. But 
it is added, " as Christ also hath loved 
us and given himself for us, an oifering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet 
smelling savour." The life God gives 
goes to God. And when that is want¬ 
ing, there is nothing. Beloved, that 
is everything—because a man is not 
what he does, but what his motive in 
doing it is. Two men may do the very 
same thing from the most opposite rea¬ 
sons : one, for example, may labour for 
his family, another, to spend what he 
earns on sinful pleasures. How dif¬ 
ferent the act, though they do the same 
thing, and equally well, for their em¬ 
ployer ! Everything in the new nature 
goes back to God. Hence we have 
to judge ourselves. For even the 
Christian, when walking blamelessly 
before men, may sufi'er other things 
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than simply pleasing God to come in 
and spoil the sweet odour. Oh, how 
dreadful, when self comes in and spoils 
the odour!—it may be not to others, 
but to ourselves. 

In the 3rd chapter of this epistle 
we get the way in which the blood of 
Christ met actual sins, whether of Jew 
or Gentile. In the 4th, we have 
the full character of Christian faith,— 
reposing in God, who had come in 
power, and had raised one who was 
under death to His own right hand. 
Looking at Jesus as a man under death, 
we see divine power coming in and 
raising him up. In the 5th chapter, 
this principle is applied to justification; 
and we have the joy which is shed 
abroad by the Holy Ghost. Then the 
law, which is contrasted with grace, 
and was brought in by-the-bye, after 
man had become a sinner, itself right¬ 
eous, and thus demonstrating the sin 
of man. There are two ways in which 
man might stand before God; he could 
be righteous, or he can be saved. There 
is no other way. He could be, indeed, 
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innocent, I mean, as Adam was; but 
by the entrance of sin that is lost for 
ever. So now he can only stand on the 
ground of sovereign grace. The law is 
a good law; and if lived in, it wouldmake 
any man happy—it would make angels 
happy. For to love God with all one's 
heart, and one's neighbour as one's 
self, is practised in heaven. But it 
could not, in the form in which it was 
given at Sinai, be given to an innocent 
Adam. For the law always supposes 
the sin to be there, and it comes in to 
bring out its real character. Having 
shown us that as by one man's dis¬ 
obedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of one many shall be 
made righteous ; having thus shown us 
that G-od traces the family of sinners 
up to Adam, and the family of righteous 
up to Christ; he takes up, in this 6th 
chapter, the objection, that this seems 
to make it indifferent how we walk. 
For, if by one man's obedience men 
are made righteous, and we are looked 
at in the head to which we belong, our 
actions are no matter, not being the 
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ground of our acceptance. The flesh 
would say this. 'For the flesh will turn 
everything to evil. I t will take the 
law, which was given to convict of sin, 
to make out righteousness by i t ; and 
grace, which is the power and way of 
holiness and communion with God, it 
will turn into an occasion for sin. Thua 
we have Adam and Christ brought 
before us as the two heads of the two 
families of men. But Adam becomes a 
sinful man—sin has been accomplished 
in his condition ere he becomes a head. 
Christ, too, accomplished righteousness 
ere He becomes the head of His family. 
And as we come into the state which 
was accomplished in Adam, so do we 
into that which was accomplished in 
Christ. And as there was a life in us 
which liked the state in which we found 
ourselves by Adam, even so, when we 
find ourselves justified in Christ Jesus, 
there is a life in us which likes this state. 

The apostle's answer, then, to the 
use the flesh would make of the truth 
of our being made righteous by ano¬ 
ther's obedience, as being in the head 
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Christ, is drawn from the very truth 
which gave rise to the objection. The 
Christ, in whom we are, has died and 
risen again. " How shall we that are 
dead to sin live any longer therein P" 
In Christ we have died to sin. I t 
is never said that we ought to die 
to sin, but that we have died to it. We 
are set in Christ. Where is my place ? 
In Christ, dead and risen again. If I 
have this justification, it is in Him in 
whom I have possession of this life. 
If I have not the one, I have not the 
other. The apostle is not now talking 
of motives. He is laying down what 
must be from the nature of our union 
with Christ. If I believe that I am 
saved by the blood of Jesus, then, I 
find in the blood, put on my ear, &c., 
a motive to walk in consistency with 
its claims. But here, he is not talking 
of motives, but of resurrection. How 
have you got this justification ? By 
death and resurrection. I am treating 
you as dead, for Christ is dead, and 
you are in Him. If I am dead, I can¬ 
not live ill that to which I am dead. 

u 2 
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That is the doctrine. "We are to mor¬ 
tify our members, but we are not com¬ 
manded to die. 

The great question is, how can we 
get rid of sin in our nature ? "We 
must till it. "We must put ourselves 
to death. How can I do that in that 
nature itself ? I must get another life 
before I can kill the one I have,—a 
new life, ere I begin to crucify the old. 
Otherwise, I put to death the only life 
I have. I get this new life, and so I 
can mortify what is of the old. I t is 
my members, too, that I mortify—not 
me. I, the old I, has died in Christ's 
death, as it is written, " I am crucified 
with Christ," but, it is added,1!," never¬ 
theless I live ;" the new life is menovf. 
I live. I have a new life, though the 
old one was put to death, and I can 
now aiford to exterminate all that be¬ 
longs to the old. 

Liberty is thus connected by the 
apostle with death and resurrection,— 
" Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, tMat the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that hence-
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forth we should not serve sin." " If 
we be planted together in the likeness 
of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection." 

"What Christ have you a part of ? A 
dead, or a risen, Christ ? Is Christ 
divided ? We do not get a half Christ. 
If we die with Him we also rise— 
" that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we also should walk in newness of life." 
There is our walk. And see the 
standard of that walk, the measure that 
is set before us—" the glory of the 
Tathei-." 

I stop here to examine this wonder¬ 
ful expression; for whatever shows us 
the excellency of Christ gives us power. 
What I see is this, that there is not a 
single thing that makes the Father 
glorious that was not concerned in the 
raising of Christ from the dead. Take 
divine power,—it is Grod that raiseth 
the dead. Take death as the ruin of 
man,—out of it God raises Him. Take 
the love of the Father, it is in special 
exercise. Does ever the love of the 
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Father appear so drawn out as because 
of the death of Christ ? Never. 
" Therefore doth my Father love me, 
because I lay down my life, that I 
might take it again." A new motive 
is added, as it were, for the Father to 
love His Son. But, besides, it was the 
Father's Son who thus lay under the 
power of death, and, therefore, He 
cannot be left there. For His glory's 
sake, the Father would not suffer His 
Holy One to see corruption. Take 
righteousness,—the Father's righteous¬ 
ness was magnified. " I have glorified 
thee on the earth, and now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self." 
The Father, having been indebted, so 
to speak, to the Son for having been 
glorified on the earth, had to see to it 
that He should now obtain His reward. 
Thus, everything that constitutes the 
Father's glory was at work in raising 
up Jesus to His own right hand. There 
had been a gap in heaven, a fearful 
gap, if Christ had not been raised. But 
it was not possible that He should lie 
under the power of death. 
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" Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." He does not say realize, though 
that be all right in its place ; but, reckon 
yourselves to be dead, since Christ is 
so,—in the power of this risen life. I t 
is here I get this life—even in Christ 
risen. I get my soul elevated into the 
apprehension of the Father's glory, and 
character, and relationship, with Christ 
in seeing every divine perfection dis¬ 
played in the raising of Christ, and 
being made partaker in Him of the life in 
the power of which He is raised. How 
does this associate me with it ? Why 
was He there in death ? For my sins. 
This connects this risen life with my 
every day affections. I t is not mental 
power or penetration that enters into 
it. I t is the soid in the power of the 
Holy Ghost entering into the excellency 
of the' person of Jesus—seeing that 
He was such a sort of person as could 
not be holden of death, and the glory 
of the Father engaged in His resur¬ 
rection. Oh, when we know the person 
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of Christ, then know we shall that He 
could not be holden of death. I t was 
to the knowledge of this that the Lord 
led the woman of Samaria. He first 
deals with her conscience, " Go, call 
thy husband ;" and then, after telling 
her " all that ever she did," He leads 
her on till He can' say, " I that speak 
unto thee am he." So that the per¬ 
son of the Lord Jesus fills her heart 
and soul. It is when God has made 
the soul to apprehend, through the. 
power of the Spirit, that it is a dead 
Christ who is raised that we get the 
power of life. I enter into union with 
Himself as risen, but aa once dead for 
my sins, and come, by grace, into the 
condition I was in ; raised up out of it 
by the glory of the Father. How near 
it brings the Lord to us. How could 
you or I rise up to heaven to see the 
Father's glory ? But here I see the 
Father's glory enter into the place 
where Christ was dead for my sins. 
He has been concerned for me—exer¬ 
cised for me. And do not suppose, for 
a moment, that it is mental wisdom that 
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gets to this. It is knowing that you 
are such a sort of sinner as that Christ 
was in the grave for your sins. First, 
conscience is reached by the power of 
the Spirit of G-od, then, the whole issue 
of its conflicts is seen in what takes 
place in His person wholly under the 
burden of our sins. 

"We see that all the power and glory 
of the Father was concerned in raising 
Him up, and the heart follows Him up 
there. 

Next as to the manner. " If we 
have been planted together in the like¬ 
ness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection." I do 
not get a half Christ. If He has died, 
and our sins are put away, then also 
He is risen, and our place is in Him as 
so risen. (For justification is not in 
this part of the epistle. Justification 
is not presented as His having put 
away sin, but that He in His person 
is the accepted one ; (raised again for 
our justification;) and we in Him.) 
" Our old man is crucified with Him, 
that henceforth we should not serve 
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sin." Serve sin! He is talking in the 
language of a country where they em¬ 
ploy slaves ; talking after the manner 
of men. You are servants now of 
righteousness—and yet not servants, 
for indeed it is liberty. The idea is 
that of one person who is at the will 
of another. He was the slave of sin. 
I t is the same thing to be under the 
law and to be under sin. (See John 
viii.) " The servant abideth not in the 
house for ever." If you are under law 
you cannot abide for ever—you are 
only servants—you maybe turned out, 
or (as told of slaves) killed if you do 
not serve well. But if you are a son 
you are a part of the household, you 
are free, and you abide for ever. 

Now you cannot charge a dead man 
with anything. His master cannot 
bring a dead man under guilt. You 
cannot mortify till you have somebody 
to mortify. The life to which guilt 
could be charged has gone out of 
existence. We are dead. How can 
I talk so ? Christ is dead, and we are 
dead in Him. " Now he that is dead 
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is freed from sin." A t ! but you say, 
it is not done with. Are you wiser 
than Grod ? He says that it is done 
with in Christ. I t was all attached to, 
laid on, Christ for us by grace, 
and He has died, and there is an utter 
end of it. For all that T see in myself 
—evil principles, &c.—that is what He 
died for. I t is done with in Christ. 
And now I am to mortify all that 
savours of it. Therefore " reckon 
ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin"—reckon—that is the word—and 
there is liberty—liberty from sin, and 
Hot to sin. 

I make two remarks. While fruits 
are surely produced in me, the grand 
doctrine of Christianity is, that I am 
saved by a mediator. If I am to be 
saved by myself—all is gone ; all is 
lost. If you ever enter into judgment, 
you are lost. Therefore, the whole 
doctrine of salvation is this—there is 
a days-man. As to myself, as Job 
says, "If I wash myself with snow 
water, and make my hands never BO 
clean, yet shalt thou plunge me in the 
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ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor 
me." But there is a days-man. One 
who can lay His hand upon both. And 
this days-man is Christ. He is my life, 
and of course I bring forth fruit; but 
I am made the righteousness of God 
in Him. 

Still you say, I find sin alive, never¬ 
theless. But let me ask you, Is Christ 
all this for the sins that you have, or 
for the sins that you have not ? Of 
course for those you have—those you 
find out. Those are the sins for which 
Christ died. The jealousy is all good, 
but with the jealousy remember the 
grace which has put them all away. 

If we are dead we also live. I 
am brought, through connexion with 
Christ, into a new state of existence, in 
which nothing can come against me— 
sin, Satan, or death. There is not a 
thing which could reach me as a sinner 
into which Christ has not gone for me, 
and He has got out of it all. We are 
set in quite a new place—as over the 
Red Sea. He died unto sin once. If 
He had shrunk from going through all 
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that weighed down upon me as a sinner, 
I should not have escaped—I should 
have no liberty. " But he learned obe¬ 
dience by the things which he suffered." 
He was put under obedience to the 
uttermost. He was put through every¬ 
thing to see if unwillingness to obey 
could be found, (and that is sin,) and 
it could not. Therefore, in this death, 
there is not only expiation, but the 
moral perfection of the Redeemer. 
Christ never asked any other cup to 
be put away; but that cup He could 
not wish to drink. I t was suffering 
for sin—the hiding of God's face. So, 
in the garden, He chose rather to have 
Q-od'a face hidden than fail to obey. 
Now He lives beyond it all. Now 
mark, what is your position ? You 
are dead—are you not P " Dead, in¬ 
deed,' ' but yet alive. There we get the 
proper Christian position. I t is not, 
" if you are not this you will not get 
the value of the blood," but you must 
le this because Christ is. I do not 
exhort one who is not my child to live 
like my child. No, in truth I do not. 
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" Likewise, reckon ye yourselves," &c. 
I get the position and the consequence. 
I am to reckon that I am dead. This 
is faith. I t does not say " experience," 
but reckon, and the consequence will 
come. By grace I have the title to 
reckon myself in like manner to be 
risen, then I live to God. I now get 
the justified position of living for God 
before the world, as before I got the 
condemned position of the sinful life 
of Adam. He does not say yield your¬ 
selves to morality, but yield yourselves 
unto God. Whatever comes from God 
goes to God. (I hate myself when I 
find myself doing a good thing, if it is 
not done to God. Alas! I find it. 
And in speaking of the best thing 
there may be the worst sin.) Now I 
yield myself to God. One of the first 
things I saw in the Gospels was, that 
in them all Jesus never did anything 
for Himself. He had not time to 
sleep. Prayer occupied his night, or 
He rested in peace in the tossed ship. 
He is there in obedience, not merely 
in the things commanded, but because 



DEAD UNTO SIN, ETC. 2 1 

they were commanded. Oh what liberty! 
If you are a Christian you know what 
it is to be a slayer of ain and self—and 
that is the most blessed thing. I have 
a right to have done with myself. 

In the 5th chapter we have one, 
ungodly in himself, under the judgment 
of unrighteousness ; here, one under 
the dominion of sin—like Israel of 
old, making bricks without straw. They 
did not like it, but they could not help 
it. Well, but you say, it has dominion; 
I am afraid I am not right. Where 
are you ? You are putting yourself 
not under grace. You must be under 
grace, and then go to Q-od and get 
power against sin. Therefore chapter 
v is before chapter vi. You must get 
under grace. Grace is not to a holy 
being—that is love. Grace is to one 
unworthy of it. " Sin shall not have 
dominion over you, for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace,"-—you have 
God on your side against it. 

Men will say that if you give man 
perfect peace he will forget G-od. Alas! 
it is in our wretched nature to do so 
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at all times, and to abuse the relief of 
our conscience to do so. But the 
power of resurrection in Christ in 
which we have this relief sets ua free 
from sin. How can he that is free be 
a slave to it ? " If we are led of the 
Spirit we are not under the law." The 
Holy Spirit will never lead us into sin. 
" Being then made free from sin, ye 
became the servants of righteousness." 
"When I speak of your being servants, 
I speak after the manner of men ; for 
after all it is real liberty to serve God. 
Now mark there is fruit in righteous¬ 
ness. What fruit had we in sin ? It3 
end was death ; but, righteousness, 
serving the will of Grod, bears blessed 
fruits. Not merely is there righteous 
fruit, but there is fruit in righteousness. 
" We have our fruit unto holiness." 

What is holiness ? Separation unto 
Grod. Adam was not holy—he was 
innocent. Q-od is holy. He knows 
good and evil, loves the good and hates 
the evil. So is it with Jesus, and so 
with ua. We love good and hate evil. 
I, as a creature, cannot estimate the 
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difference between good and evil. So 
I must have Grod as an object to 
make out the full measure of good, 
and thus iudge and be separate from 
the evil. The affections drawn to Christ 
are the channel and power of it. In 
this latter sense Christ could not have 
an object, though ever regarding the 
Father, and as man looking to the 
joy that was set before Him. But He 
had no need to have His affections 
drawn to an object to sanctify Him. 
He had them in perfect communion and 
truth. And indeed, as taking this re¬ 
surrection place, He sanctified Himself, 
set Himself apart as the resurrection 
man through the revelation of whom 
we should be sanctified through the 
truth. He Himself was the object of 
God's delight on earth, (Matt, iii, 16,17.) 
Elsewhere He is ours in heaven. (Acts 
vii, 56.)* 

There is no fruit from sin. I t is the 
perishing down into death of that which 
is degraded by having lost the image 

* When I say on earth, I speak as when 
actually revealed. lie ever was. See Prov. viii. 



24 THE OIEDLE 01' TEXTTH. 

of God. Now I must walk iii righteous¬ 
ness. What is the consequence ? I 
get withdrawn from the spirit and 
ways of the world, I get away from the 
influence of the things which govern it, 
my heart is more abundantly occupied 
in the practical liberty of the new 
nature, with that which is of God; con¬ 
fidence in Him is increased, prayer has 
a larger sphere, the heart is drawn 
nearer to Him, and living in intercourse 
with Him, He Himself is more fully 
known. It is not merely that there 
are fruits, but besides this practical 
walk in righteousness, there is con¬ 
nected with it the consecration of the 
heart to God and the having knowledge 
of Him. If we live to God there will 
be the knowledge of what good and 
evil is in the eye of God—not simply 
that you live to Christ aa to outward 
devotedness, but you will get your 
heart withdrawn from the influence of 
the things which drew it formerly away. 

Therefore, in plain common life, oh 
let God be everything ! Be not like 
one slipping and getting on, and slip-
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ping and getting on, as Christians often 
are, but be advancing quietly and 
steadily, increasing in separation to 
God; then you will have fruit unto 
holiness, you yourselves being servants, 
it is not said unto holiness, but unto 
God. There is the spring and glorious 
excellency and liberty of service. You 
may be a servant unto righteousness to 
satisfy your conscience and worry your¬ 
self to death. But what I get here, 
through grace, is, liberty through right¬ 
eousness, and then Christ's will the 
motive of all I am and do. 0 blessed 
thing ! it is liberty indeed. There 
must be the practical every-day fruit; 
but besides, there is the joy of serving 
God, the positive joy of serving God. 
And it is sweet after all—after 
showing us this practical way of get¬ 
ting righteousness and true holiness, 
even the image of God—to learn, that 
eternal life is altogether of grace, the 
free gift of God. I had rather have 
eternal life as the gift of God than 
earn ten lives; for having it so, it is the 
proof of His love, and that is bliss. 
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The Lord give us, in every day com¬ 
mon life, to live in the secret life of the 
heart, and hence in the outward life of 
our daily service to Him ; founded, as 
it is, on reckoning ourselves to be dead 
and alive again, yielding ourselves unto 
Grod as those that are alive from the dead. 

THE PASSOVEE. 

" CHEIST OUB PAS80VEB IS SACBIHCED 
FOB ITS." 

Exodus xii. 
Redemption, as presented in the type 

of Israel's deliverance from Egypt, has 
two aspects. The one is seen in the 
feast of the passover, the other in the 
passage of the Bed Sea. 

The history and circumstances of the 
two disclose, in a wonderful manner, 
the redemption which Grod has wrought 
for His people in the death and resur¬ 
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the deliverance at the Red Sea, 
by Israel's being brought through a 
path, by the power of G-od, which was 
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death to all who attempted to go 
through, without it, we have presented 
to us the power of Grod in associating 
believers with Christ in His resur¬ 
rection, and so delivering them from 
the reach of all their enemies—sin, 
Satan, death—as well as separating 
them from the whole portion and 
judgment of the world. 

Accordingly, at the Bed Sea (Exodus 
xv) there is the song of victory, and the 
celebration of the triumph which Grod's 
power has given to His people over all 
the power of their enemies. And the 
knowledge which a poor sinner finds 
now, through Grod's grace, of his being 
"risen with Christ," makes his heart 
indeed rejoice, and say, " we are more 
than conquerors through him who hath 
loved us." 

But in the passover the deeper ques¬ 
tion is met, of how God's power can be 
thus displayed on tehalfof those whom 
Sis holiness has condemned as sinners, 

"God is light"—-" There is none 
holy as the Lord." He cannot, there¬ 
fore, link Himself with sin, nor can He 



2 8 THE GIEDLE OF TETTTH. 

bring a people into association with 
Himself until He has put away their 
sins. 

Hence the passover comes "before de¬ 
liverance at the Bed Sea; even as Jesus 
must he known as dying for our sins, 
before we can say, through His resur¬ 
rection, "Thanks be unto God who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." The passover, which 
answers to Christ's death, brings re¬ 
demption before us in connexion with 
(rod's righteous holiness, and the judge 
and hater of all sin. The deliverance 
at the Ked Sea, which answers to 
Christ's resurrection, shows how God's 
power in Christ is on His people's side, 
because His death has met the claims 
of all the holiness of God. 

Israel were delivered, it is true, on 
the night of the passover: but from 
what were they delivered ? Not from 
the pursuit of Pharoah, but from God's 
judgment for sin. The blood was 
sprinkled on the lintel and on the door¬ 
posts to bar the way of God's entrance 
as a judge. I t is not power that 
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delivers in the passover; but weakness, 
death, the blood of the Lamb ! 

The question to the Israelite, on that 
night, was how Q-od should be staid 
from entering his dwelling as a judge. 
And God showed him that nothing but 
his trusting to the sprinkled blood of 
the Lamb, would cause the angel of 
death to pass over his dwelling. He 
entered every dwelling, of high and low, 
of the Egyptians, where the blood was 
not sprinkled. For " without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sin." "For," says the Scripture, 
(verse 23,) "the Lord will pass through 
to smite the Egyptians: and when he 
seeth the Hood upon the lintel, and on 
the two side posts, the Lord will pass 
over the door, and will not suffer the 
destroyer to come in unto your houses 
to smite you." Blessed picture of the 
ground of security, which a simple 
trust in Christ's blood gives to the 
chief of sinners ! For in the blood of 
this precious Lamli, (rod's justice has 
found its full answer:—" He was de¬ 
livered for our offences." " H e who 
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knew no sin was made sin for us, that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him." 

Can I then, though trembling with 
a sense of guilt, say, " O God, my 
trust is only in the blood of the Lamb;" 
" I seek a refuge only in the blood shed 
on Calvary?" Then the answer of God 
to my heart is, " When I see the Hood, 
I will pass over you." "What security 
is this, when God says, " I will pass 
over." 

The passover then, as a type, presents 
the redemption of believers from the 
just judgment of sin ; while it, at the 
same time, shadows forth the execution 
of that judgment upon the world. And 
alas ! there will be no escape for high 
or low, if the blood, which alone shields 
from judgment, be despised. I t is said, 
(ver. 29, 30,) " And it came to pass, 
that at midnight the LOBD smote all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from 
the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on 
his throne unto the firstborn of the 
captive that was in the dungeon; and 
all the firstborn of cattle. And 
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Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and 
his servants, and all the Egyptians; 
and there was a great cry in Egypt; 
for there was not a house where there 
was not one dead." 

No height of position, no worldly 
power and glory, can shield from the 
judgment of sin; nor can any meanness 
of condition escape. The firstborn of 
Pharaoh on the throne, and the first-
horn of the captive in the dungeon, are 
smitten alike. " There is no difference, 
for all have sinned." 

I may add here, as to the world's 
judgment, that the Bed Sea is a type 
of death to all who are not brought 
through it by the power of (rod. 
Israel was brought through the sea, 
and safely landed on the other side of 
it, as believers are brought through 
death, by the resurrection of Christ; 
hut Pharaoh was lost in it. He 
entered in pride and unconsciousness 
of the power which was leading the 
hosts of Q-od through the deep waters, 
and, when too late, he found that he 
could neither retreat nor make good 
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his passage on the other side. Not 
one escaped: " The depths covered 
them: they sank into the bottom as a 
stone." 

To meet death without a part in 
Christ's victory over death, is to be 
lost in it. I t is ruin and perdition. 
But God's people are brought by the 
resurrection of Christ, even in this 
world, to the other side of death: as it 
is said, "If ye then be risen with 
Christ." And as Israel, when brought 
through the Red Sea, and eafely 
landed on the other side of it, could 
sing both of the power that had 
delivered them, and that would finally 
plant them in Canaan, so the believer, 
now, who is associated by faith with 
the power of Grod in the resurrection 
of Christ, can sing of present victory 
over death, and rejoice in the certain 
hope of coming glory. " He hath 
quietened us together with Christ . . . 
and hath raised us up together;" and 
" when Christ, who is our life, shall ap¬ 
pear, we shall appear with him in glory." 

(To le continued if the Lord will.) 



HOW A BELIEVEE IS " DE-
LIVEEED FROM THE LAW" 
BY UNION WITH CHEIST. 

Horn. vii. 

From the 4th chapter of this epistle 
the apostle develops the great doctrine 
of the power of the resurrection in de¬ 
liverance and righteousness; not only 
G-od's taking the hlood of Jesus for 
our sins, but G-od acting in power on 
man even when dead; first, in raising 
Christ, and then in the quickening of a 
saint by the Spirit of G-od, by the 
same divine power by which Christ 
was raised from the dead. In taking 
up this great principle, he applies it in 
the 5th chapter, not only to the putting 
away of sin, but to the acceptance of 
the person of the believer. In the 6th 
chapter he applies it to the practical 
walk—" Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound ?" No : a dead man 
will not go on in sin, or else he is not 
dead. He connects our not continuing 

VOL. i. c 
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in sin—not witli motive, from the love 
of Christ constraining—but with death 
and resurrection. 

In this 7th chapter he applies the 
same doctrine of death and resurrection 
to the law. This is the great point 
under discussion, and not whether we 
have a renewed man's experience or 
not. Let me have never so new a 
nature, yet if I am still under law, the 
law will condemn me. The only effect 
will be to give me such a sense of the 
holiness of God as to make me 
miserable. Pui any person under law, 
and you put him tinder the curse : not 
that the law is bad, but that no one 
can keep it. 

But one will say, I use the law, not 
for justification, but for sanctification. 
I answer, you cannot use the law as 
you please ; the law will use you as it 
pleases. If you do not obey it, it will 
curse you. I t is holy itself, but it has 
no power to sanctify. The effect of 
using it is to put a man under the 
curse; as it is written, " Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all 
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things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them." The law is good, 
if a man use it lawfully. Tou will 
never say it is good, if you are under 
it; for who has not broken it ?—who 
has not lusted ? I t is a good weapon, 
but it has no handle ? If I take it to 
condemn others, I must first condemn 
myself. I t is as sharp for the person 
using it as for him against whom it is 
used. Thus, in the case of the woman 
taken in adultery, they thought that in 
whatever way Christ should act, He 
would be in a dilemma. But they 
find that the law, which they were to 
use against the woman, condemns them¬ 
selves as well as her. Christ lets them 
use it; and when it condemns all, He 
then takes up grace. The law is 
adapted to the unrighteous. Of what 
use is it to say to a righteous man, 
"lust not?" If he has no lust, he 
does not need it; and if lust is there, 
what can the law do but condemn him 
and deny his righteousness ? It was 
never meant to do anything else. Well, 
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we should thoroughly understand what 
deliverance from it is. 

" Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak 
to them that know the law,) how that 
the law hath dominion over a man as 
long as he liveth ? For the woman 
which hath an husband is bound by 
the law to Tier husband so long as 
he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law 
of Tier husband. So then if, while 
her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an 
adulteress: but if her husband be 
dead, she is free from that law; so that 
she is no adulteress, though she be 
married to another man. Wherefore, 
my brethren, ye also are become dead 
to the law by the body of Christ, that 
ye should be married to another, even 
to him who is raised from the dead, 
that we should bring forth fruit unto 
God." (Verses 1—4.) What the 
apostle does here is to take the prin¬ 
ciple of resurrection and apply it to the 
law. The law, says he to the Jew, or to 
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any one thus under it, was your first 
husband; but you have now another, 
being freed by death from the first, and 
you are risen in Christ. We are not 
physically risen, but we have a part in 
the death and resurrection of Christ. 
The law is the one husband—Christ 
risen the other. Now we cannot have 
both at once. We are bound by law 
to have only one. Well, the law was 
my first husband, but I am freed from 
it by death. The law kills me. I die 
and the law's title is gone—the tie is 
gone. How ? for it is blessed to trace 
the manner. It is not that we have 
died personally. I t is not that the law 
was ever abrogated. I t could not be. 
But we are dead to the law by the body 
of Christ, because the full curse of the 
law was attached to Christ. He died 
under the curse. The law spent its 
weapons on Christ. I t did everything 
it could in the way of curse against 
Christ—it spent itself entirely on 
Christ, and Christ has risen out of it. 
He was perfect, yet, having been 
made sin for us, the law brought a 
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curse on Him; and what can it do more 
than spend its curse on Christ. And 
now that He haa risen out of it, what 
can it do to Him ? Nothing. Is 
Christ under it now ? Oh no. He is in 
an entirely new position—" Set down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high." There is the position of Christ 
now. Now this position of Christ is 
applied to the Christian by faith. For 
whilst Jews were actually under the 
law, almost all who are called Christians 
are under it virtually:—alas! that is in 
their thoughts and apprehensions. But 
here I see how Grod has set us free. 
Here I see Christ coming and taking 
up my cause. I see Him, as mediator, 
taking iny place, and faith applies to 
me everything that He has done, and 
into which He has come for me. I find 
my place in Christ as the Second Adam 
risen. He comes and gives me a 
portion in His place. What is the law 
to me ? It condemned me, it is true ; 
but then Grod has settled every claim 
the law had against me in the body of 
Christ; and now I have a life in Him 
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beyond the reach of law. Now I have 
life in Him; for the tie with my first 
husband is broken by death, and is 
gone. Hence the believer is dead to 
the law. 

Does this take away its power and 
authority ? By no means. People 
say to me, do you know the killing 
power of the law ? Tes—but I know 
it as freed from it, for it has killed me. 
It cannot kill me again. You cannot 
make a dead man feel. The law found 
sin in me, and it has not merely 
pronounced the curse, but executed it 
in Christ. And now I can talk about 
it in peace. It is not to the law that 
I am now joined, but to my new 
husband, to whom I am tied by faith; 
not to exact fruit from a bad tree by 
commanding it, but to graft a new 
graft—Christ as our life—" that we 
may bring forth fruit unto God." 

Thus you see that if you are under 
the law in any sense, you are under the 
curse. You have sin in your flesh. 
Will the law allow it ? Do you think 
it will let you off? Can it deliver you 
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from it ? Do not talk of the sanctifying 
power of the law. Tour putting your¬ 
self under law is not wanting to be 
good, but your unwillingness to own 
how bad you are. You hope to get 
good out of your heart, if you have not 
yet succeeded. J^ow, if God require 
anything from me, I cannot give it. 
God does in fact leave us often under 
law. What is the consequence ? The 
sin which works against the Jaw be¬ 
comes positive transgression, and sin 
by the commandment becomes ex¬ 
ceeding sinful. Not only so, but the 
motives of sin are stirred up in us by 
the prohibition of the law, and the will 
works against the barrier to work to 
death and condemnation. 

Persons say, take away a man from 
under law, and you leave him with¬ 
out restraint. Of course, if there be no 
reality in the life of Christ—but He 
liveth unto Q-od, and unto God we too 
live with Him. I dare you to be under 
the law with a sense of God's holiness. 
You could no more stand one moment 
in the presence of His holiness than 
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compete with His power. The law will 
have righteousness and true holiness. 
I t will not ask you if you take it as 
justification or a rule of life. I t will 
take you on its own ground. " For 
when we were in the flesh, the motions 
of sins, which were by the law, did 
work in our members, to bring forth 
fruit unto death." This was not the 
law's fault. God's law is holy. " But 
sin, taking occasion by the command¬ 
ment, wrought in me all manner of 
concupiscence." While there is a will 
in us, the law must condemn us, for it 
resists the law and authority of God. 
Law does not talk of a new nature. 
It asks, do you produce the thing that 
Grod demands. I t will allow of no 
excuse. I t would be a bad law if it 
did. Do you love God with all your 
heart ? No, you do not. Well that is 
sin, and you are cursed. The effect of 
a will in us, restrained by the law, is to 
urge the will against the law which 
checks it. 

" But now we are delivered from the 
law, that being dead wherein we were 



4 2 THE GIHD1E OF TBTTTH. 

held ; that we should serve in newness 
of spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter." I t is a deliverance. You do 
not know that you are slaves to the 
law if you do not know that it is a 
deliverance. How do we obtain it ? 
By dying to the law. " Being dead to 
that wherein we were held." (margin.) 
I died under it, and that is the way I 
got deliverance. The law is not dead. 
I t is in full force against all who are 
under it. But we have died under it. 
It has killed us by its righteousness. 
I t is the ministry of death. It was 
written on stones in its requirements, 
and I have a nature which does not 
meet them. It will not neglect—not 
modify them. It condemned me be¬ 
cause not obedient, and now it has had 
its full effect—of course in Christ. 
By faith I find my place there. I get 
by faith into Christ—I get part with 
Him. One man takes another into 
partnership, and gives him all the 
benefit of the connexion, and the ad¬ 
vantages the firm already had acquired, 
though he had no part in acquiring 
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them. So we all come into partnership 
-with Christ. All debts are discharged, 
and I have part in all that is His. I t 
was all kindness on His part, for I had 
brought nothing. 

" We are delivered from the law, 
that we should serve in newness of 
spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter." I t is not a letter demanding, 
but a spirit making me walk in that 
which is agreeable to God, as partaking 
of His nature—its desires and delights 
—in the power of the Spirit of God. It 
is not a law delivering up to a curse 
for breaking its requirements ; but that 
which makes me partaker of righteous¬ 
ness as it is in Jesus before God. 

" What shall we say then ? Is the 
law sin ? God forbid. Nay, I had 
not known sin, but by the law." But 
it did not cure me of sin but provoke 
it; and then it came and brought death 
to my soul. I t is thus good in the 
way of showing the need of Christ. 

But will bringing death to the soul 
convert a man? Never. When he says, 
I had not known sin but by the law, 
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he means in conscience: of course he 
knew sin, and was sinning every day. 
"For I was alive without the law once ;" 
that is, going on quietly, without any 
thought of its bringing death and con¬ 
demnation on his soul. " But when 
the commandment came, sin revived 
and I died." He found it was of no 
use to be combating sin in this way; 
that is, by thinking on the prohibition 
of the object, and of course of the 
object prohibited, with the lust in the 
soul. Victory over it is obtained by 
looking away from it altogether, and 
this we are enabled to do in the power 
of a new object, Christ possessing the 
heart by the Holy Ghost. 

" And the commandment, which was 
ordained to life, I found to be unto 
death." This was not the fault of the 
commandment. I t was given for life 
if men had kept i t ; but man being a 
sinner, it was a commandment unto 
death. 

The source of all this we find in the 
5th verse, in which we get a most 
important truth. " When we were in 


