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PREFACE.

It needs but few words of introduction
to this little volume, since, whatever its
alm may be, its character and worth
must be judged of by the truths it con-
tains. A preceding volume has been
spoken of, in reviews, in terms of praise
which the editor would not like to

_employ or repeat ; for thankful as he is
for any acceptance that the Lord may
give this effort for the good of souls,
he would deem it its best praise if
Christians were enough interested in
it to pray that its future pages may be
more under the guidance of the Spirit
than the past, and that they may thus
minister Christ more effectually to the
conscience and the heart.
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GIRDLE OF TRUTH.

THE ADVOCACY OF CHRIST.

1 John ii.

THE beginuning of this chapter refers
to the preceding chapter. There he is
speaking of the manifestation of that
eternal life which was with the Father,
and the revelation of the perfect light
in God, in Him of whom we read in
the gospel, “the life is the light of men.”
‘Walking in the power of that life, we
have fellowship with the Father and
the Son; for this life is in the Son.
Still, God is light: and if we say we
have fellowship with Him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.
But in the light, by life, the blood of
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us
from all sin. Then in the first two
verses of the iind chapter, the apostle
speaks of the resources of a Christian
VOL. 1I. A
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when he fails, (viewed as placed in this
light,) as, alas! we know that we all do
fail.  In the former chapter we have
seen three things: 1st, the Christian
is in the light, as God is in the light;
2nd, he has fellowship with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ. This
can be and is because, 8rd, the blood
of Christ cleanseth from all sin. This
depends on the possession of life, and
makes the Christian's standing com-
plete. Then in the iind chapter, the
bearing of our practical feebleness here
below on this is met, by grace,in another
way ; the Christian, having sinned, we
have an advocate with the Father ; and
this is bringing out quite another prin-
ciple altogether. It is not mevely that
the saint has a divine nature, making
him capable, throngh the Holy Ghost
and the efficacy of Christ’s blood, of
communion with the Father and the
Son ; that nature he has when he fails;
but he is not walking in the power of
it, and consequently fails, and there-
fore needs an advocate with the Fa-
ther ; and this is quite another aspect
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of grace, from that of communion. It
is not joying in God, the just state of
the Christian, but the interference of
God in grace, in the person of a me-
diator, one between God and us. Now,
what is in question here is not our
justification. There is no possibility
of anything being imputed to us. He
was made sin for us, and the work of
Christ has put us in God’s presence
without a question remaining as to
righteousness, and that position we
never lose. It is not that which is
here touched on, but another thing of
all-importance to us, the daily exercise
of spiritual affections in free commu-
nion with God. It is not that we fail,
as to our standing, before Him—Christ
is that, and He cannot change—but
down here we do. “In many things
we offend all”” We fail constantly,
inwardly and outwardly, but the ex-
ercise of our affections must be, if they
are real, according to what we are down
here, dependent, on one hand, on our
increasing in the knowledge of God,
and of what His love is; and, on the
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other, on what our real state is. God
demands righteousness, but it is not,
as many think, that the work of blood-
sprinkling has to be done over again,
or that our righteousness has failed
before God ; for the moment I believe,
I am righteous as He is. Zhere s
no decay of 4t; it is always of the
same value. This is a question of
who He is—who is my righteousness.
The advocacy of Christ is founded on
this unchanging righteousness, and
on the fact that it has brought us into
the light, as God is in the light; and
1t reconciles the circumstances of fee-
bleness or failure of our actual state
with the privileges of our standing in
the light, through righteousness divine.
It is founded on the fact of the new
exercise of heart and conscience into
which I am brought, by being placed,
through Christ’s blood, in the perfect
light and love of Grod, with a nature
formed to enjoy them. The advocacy
of Christ is thus founded on the fact
that,in virtue of the sacrifice of Christ, I
have my conscience exercised in a way L
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could not before, in view of the light and
love of God, in which I am, to which I
belong, in my new nature. It could not
be exercised if the righteousness were
not complete ; nor, if it were not, could
God deal with sin as He does in dis-
cipline and tenderness, through the
priesthood of Christ. But He is, as
here expressed in connexion with it,
Jesus Christ the righteous, and the
propitiation for our sins. He inter-
cedes on the ground of our present
standing in righteousness, in the pre-
sence of God, in Him, and of the pro-
pitiation having been made for the
sins in respect of which He intercedes.
The righteousness is always in the
presence of God. He has not to look
for that now in His dealing with us, for
Christ is always there. God has been
perfectly displayed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and perfectly glorified, as to sin,
by Him ; and now I can go into His
presence and not be afraid, because of
this righteousness. But how is my
intercourse with Gtod to be carried on
by such a poor failing thing as I am,
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and that in the presence of light, and
called to walk in it as God is init?
It goes on in virtue of what I am in
Christ. Christ, my righteousness, does
not need to be maintammed or renewed.
He fails and changes not, nor does my
righteousness ; but I need to be sus-
tained. Suppose I have failed, my com-
munion iz at once interrupted: God
cannot have communion with evil.
‘Well, here the advocacy comes in;
Christ’s priesthood comes in to meest
me ; it does not acquire the righteous-
ness, but lifts me up, if 1 fail, in virtue
of it. The intercession of priesthood
imputes to me, as my abiding position
in divine righteousness, what I am in
God’s sight, to lead me to judge my-
self, according to the light I have been
brought into by this righteousness. My
judgment of good and evil increases,
no doubt, as I grow up before God.
But from the beginning of my justified
career, the standard of my judgment
is the light of God’s presence. There
are two things needed : grace to keep
us in the way, and mercy to restore us
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to communion, when we have got out of
it. In the enjoyment of these, our great
High Priest secures us,—all the grace,
in a word, we need by the road, while
He maintains us in the abiding assur-
ance of our position before God.
Peter did not lose his trust and confi-
dence in God, though he denied his
Master. Satan might come and say
to the soul, “it is all over with you;
you are too bad ; His sentence is gone
out against you, and there is no hope;”
and thus confidence in God, our only
resource in failure, be lost. But before
Peter failed, Christ had prayed for
him : thus he learned what he was in
himself, and knew the grace that sus-
tained him; and then he uses it to
profit: “Strengthen thy brethren.”
He was competent to help those who
were weak and failing Iike himself,
because he knew his weakness and the
blessed resource of grace. It is ex-
actly the same grace that met us at
the first, that sustains us all the journey
through.

Here is the government of God, a8
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a father with his family. It is not
like “ Epphraim is joined to idols, let
him alone.” This s the most dreadful
of all chastisements, the leaving us to
eat the fruit of our ways. God surely
will never finally forsake us, but He
may leave us to the fruit of our
ownways. This is an extreme case.
In general He will deal with us in pre-
sent discipline, according to our ways.
As I have before remarked elsewhere,
this government of God, in this sense,
His love, the present exercise of mani-
fested affections towards us, is made
to depend on our acts and doings, as
in John xiv, 23 ; xv, 10. God’s love to
us, as sinners, we well know, does not,
nay, cannot, depend on our love to
Him; for it is as sinners He loves us
in grace: and so, even as to our con-
duct, (for, after all, it is grace that en-
ables us to go on well)) He deals with
us always in grace, and can be nothing
else towards us; still it is here con-
nected with His righteous ways. He
takes notice of our conduct, of the state
of our hearts, our walk. God deals with
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His children. And so Christ as a Son
over His own house. If we speak
rashly to our brother, or walk abroad
carelessly through the streets, and see
some vanity and are distracted, we shall
find the effect of it in our own souls
at the end of the day with God. Ifan
angry word escapes me, I feel the effect
at the end of the day with God: bet-
ter still if, at the moment, judging
oneself. Grace will restore us. God
will follow us, and bring us back. If
we had a child that was unruly, we
should not give it up, but wait upon it
in love, and correct it in hope of re-
claiming it. I might see a child go
wrong, and leave it; but if it be my
own child, if it be mine, T must go
after it, and bring it back. This is the
patience of His grace. At the same
time Grod can never give up His holi-
ness. No, He could not pass by or
suffer unholiness in His child,—indeed
it were our infinite loss if He allowed
it in us. Therefore, also, was it needful
that Christ should die. Thus God was
debtor, so to speak, to Christ, on ac-
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count of His work, for the glory of
His character. “ Therefore doth my
Father love me, because I lay down my
life, that I might take it again.” “I
have glorified thee on the earth.”
“ Now 1s the Son of man glorified, and
God is glorified in him.”” Thus no-
thing is passed by; but this is aec-
complished once for all. But the same
thing is true in regard of Christ’s
advocacy for us. If there is failure,
God sees it ; but Jesus comes in and
intercedes for us, that it may turn into
an occasion of instruction, correction,
and profit. Some say that we have to
use the priesthood of Christ, that is
demand Him to exercise it; but it
ig not so. Christ uses it for us. Why
do I turn to God when I have failed ?
It is because Christ has used it, and
fresh grace is applied, which has drawn
me back to Him; fresh grace has
wrought in my mind, In virtue of
the intercession to which my wandering
gave occasion. There is nothing in us
brings us back to God but fresh grace
working in our consciences. There-
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fore it is said, “ if any man sin we have
an advocabte with the Father.” It is
not “if any man repent.” It is just as
much pure grace as at the first looked
upon us, when we were in our sins.
In the case of Peter, the Lord foretold
him what would take place, ““Satan has
desired to have thee, that he may sift
thee as wheat ; but I have prayed for
thee.” He needed this sifting; and
Christ does mnot ask that he should
escape it; but before Peter got
the sin, or run into the danger, the
Lord had prayed for him; His grace
way in exercise, and at the moment
when it is needed. “He looked at
Peter,” and grace wrought its work.
His weeping was the frmit of Christ’s
intercession and grace, not the cause
or motive of it. The grace and inter-
cession of Jesus is exercised towards
us in all the grace and wisdom of God.
It is grace which makes our very fail-
ure the occasion of God’s coming in
with more grace. The righteousness
is not called in question; it is not
touched. It is through the intercession
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of Jesus that I can get to God about
my evil thoughts. All the conscious-
ness of failure, all the exercises of
heart, are the occasion of my going to
the Father; and form so many links
to link my soul to God: we learn it in
our every-day wants and failures; we
are all astray if we do not see that
God has a holy foundation for all
this. 1t does not follow that we must
fail. God is faithful not to suffer us
to be tempted above that we are able.
The roots and principles of sin ought
to be judged in communion before
God. We ought not to fail, though
we all do. Our wretched self-confi-
dence makes us fail and then comes
in the priesthood. It is the rod of
Aaron. Moses had, indeed, smitten
the rock at the first, that the people
might have “water, but this was not
to be repeated ; but it was Aaron’s rod
that blossomed and bore fruit; and he
was to speak to the rock, and it would
give ity wabter—divine prevalency in
priesthood. That is the way grace
takes away the murmuring of the heart.
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Two years Israel was in the desert ; and
thirty-eight years more, because they
did not go up and take the land, as they
had been told ; and if we, like Israel,
will not go up, it detects our state—we
are making the way long. Israel had
not the faith to go up to the Anakims.
If we would break with the world, and
take up the cross properly, it would
give us the enjoyment of the full
power of communion with God at once ;
if not, we must learn, by its daily mor-
tification in the desert, what flesh is.
If we think to escape dangers by leav-
ing the path of faith, we shall surely
get into sin. Tsrael found the same
Anakims in Canaan, the gilants still
there, whenthey got intotheland at last,
that frightened them at the first, and
hindered their taking possession. What
is the reason Christians have often
more joy on a death-bed than all their
life through before ? "Why, the reason
ig, they had never till then surrendered
up all for Christ, had never before
learned Christ to be everything, and
everything else to be dung and dross.
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But Israel’s raiment had not waxed
old for forty years in the wilder-
ness, neither did their feet swell. They
learned in all this way the won-
derful detail of all God’s goodness. The
manna never ceased, and the patient
grace never fails to the end. Our
foolish hearts, alas ! will not trust God,
and so the Lord shows us the patience
of His grace. He goes with us wher-
ever we go, even in our failures, as He
turned back with Israel through the
wilderness ; and if our hearts have
experienced the exercises of the de-
sert, we have learned the vanity of
earthly things, and after all find it
better to give it all up, and trust God
that He may be everything to us; and
if we had done it at first, we should
have had it at once. But to continue.
The constant exercise of Christ’s
priesthood is carried on in heaven, in
connexion with our heavenly standing,
and is made to bear on our actual daily
state down here ; we are to be heavenly
men on the earth. Christ was the hea-
venly man down here ; we are joined to
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Christ by one Spirit. “He that is
joined to the Lord is one Spirit.” Mark
the effect. What was Christ? Not
only the obedient man, the perfect
man under the law, but He was the
perfect manifestation of the divine na-
ture in a man ; there was in a man all
the effect that Godhead could produce
of goodnessin a man, (Iam not speak-
ing of miracles,) patience, endurance,
love, purity, holiness, and every other
grace. It is not that we can be as
Christ was, because sin is in us : there
was none in Him. But we are called
to walk as He walked, through the
power of Iis grace making us walk in
the Spirit. There is not a willingness
always to walk : there is a will in us.
He must break our will. So long as
our walk does not flow from the word
of God, there is flesh working, and
there must be weakness in the ways
of God. “Well, but,” one may say,
“ T am so young a Christian; I am so
weak.” 1t iy not a question of age
in grace. If your eye were single,
and there were not self-dependence,
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God would not suffer you to be
tempted above that you are able, but
would, with the temptation, make a
way for you to escape. We may be
weak, but that is no hindrance to our
walking as He walked, for His strength
is made perfect in weakness; but He
cannot be the strength of our will.
One born only yesterday may follow
Christ as much as an old Christian, and
Christ is as much for him ; there may
not be so much wisdom, but in the
child in Christ there is often more sin-
gleness of eye and mére undividedness
of heart; the great thing is that the
will does not work. There it is, again,
we see where Christ was so perfect.
Still T see in Jesus that He comes
down to the first moment in the divine
life in sinners. This we see at the .
baptism of John. John calls to re-
pentance, and they go, and Christ goes
with them. He needed no repentance,
as John insists, for He had no sin; but
in them it was the first step of spiritual
life, and Christ accompanies them there.
From the first step which the work-
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ing of God’s word in them produced,
in this baptism by John, there is not
one that Christ does not take with
them ; no spiritual step in the whole
course of our life in which Christ
does not throw Himself into our path.
He is the life, in which we walk 1n it.
The will of God was the spring of
all Christ’'s conduct. He was come
to do His will: “ Lo, I come to do thy
will; O God.” “ Mine ears hast thou
opened.”* That is, He put Himself
in the place of obedience; and hence
the rendering of the passage is ac-
cepted: “A body hast thou prepared
me.” He became a man, that is, took
the place of a servant; He was to
walk by what He heard. He was
willing to do this, ¢ Lo, I come.” “Not
my will, but thine be done.” The will
of God was the spring of all His con-

* More exactly cut or dug for me. It is not
the same Hebrew word used elsewhere, as in
Isaiah 50, for example. That was daily opening,
this the taking the place of hearing the com-
mands of another, even of His Father, This was
the body being vrepared ; for in becoming a
man He became a servant.

VOL. II B
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duct. He was not only the obedient
One, as we commonly understand obe-
dience, that is having a will of His own,
yielding it up when prohibition came ;
such, and in a certain sense justly, we
should call obedience in a child : Christ
never had such. His Father’s will was
His one motive for acting. 'Where no
word from Him was Christ remained
still. He might be hungry, but would
not use His power by His own will,
—* Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.” e might
love Martha and Mary, but He waits
God’s time and will to go to them.
“The Father has sent me,” He says,
and I live by [or properly on account
of, in virtue of my connexion with
Him] the Father,” &c. We are not
only so to walk, as to acts, as He
walked, but the way He wazlked, in
principle and motive. Right conduct
does not suffice, it must be obedient
conduct. The spring of Christ's con-
duct was never His own will; not that
His will had to be corrected, but He
came to do His Father's will. Satan
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tried to hinder; man tried to hinder;
but He goes through it all. e takes
the first place, as indeed He must go
first in the difficulties. “ When he
putteth forth his own sheep he goeth
before them.” e was led by the
Spirit to be tempted; everything that
could put His obedience to the test
must be tried on Him. He learned
it by the things which He suffered.
Yet even here we see the difference in
the glory of Christ’s person and an-
other. DMoses had to fast forty days
to be with God on the mount ;: Christ,
ag a living man on earth, was always
with God. He fasts forty days to be
with Satan, tempted in the wilderness ;
and ‘you could not see Him in those
cireumstances without seeing who was
there. If all the glory of the world
was offered to Christ there, it is offered
-to you in detail every day; and we
see, in a day like this, people are hur-
rying after it with all their hearts.
Well, Christ meets him. ¢ Make
these stones bread ;”’ satisfy your hun-
ger by your own will. He had no
word from God for it. His will was
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never shown; it was perfect obedience;
the humble, holy, patient life, that does
not stir without Ged. If you will not
do anything without a word from God,
then you are sure to have the strength
of God in what you do. “ Cast thy-
self down.” No; He would not put
God to the test¢. He was not going to
tempt God by trying whether He
would proteet Him. He bad confi-
dence in God. As we read, “the peo-
ple tempted God, saying, Is God among
us ?”’  They would prove whether He
wag among them or no; and this is
the scriptural sense of tempting God.
He was sure in the way of obedience
to find Him. When Mary and Martha
gsent to the Lord, saying, * Lazarus
is sick,” He does not stir; He had no
word from Geod; and he died. Mary
might think it cruel that He should
abide two days in the same place, and
not come immediately to heal him.
If He had been there He might have
wrought a common miracle; but His
raising him from the dead is for the
glory of God. Satan tries him ; but
there was no will which had self for its
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centre and object. Satan must betray
himself at last. “If fthou wilt fall
down and worship me, all shall be
thine.”” But a manifested Satan, to
the obedient servant of Grod, is a con-
quered one: * Get thee behind me,
Satan.”” Still He takes the word,
“it 1s  written,”” as the obedient
man; bubt this is power. Satan has
power against pretension, agaihst know-
ledge, but no power against obe-
dience, if we are acting by the word,
with no will of our own. He took
His conduct from the word. It was
the source of His conduct. “If we
say we abide in him, we ought to walk
even as Christ also walked.” Satan
was baffled ; the strong man was bound ;
and that is how He bound him, by sim-
ple obedience. He then exercises, freely
for man, the power which overcame the
enemy : that is a distinct subject. He
healed the sick, fed the hungry, cast
out devils, raised the dead; He could
have set men in blessing here, destroy-
ing the works of the devil, if they had
been capable of happiness, and pre-
pared to enjoy God. But man’s heart
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itself was enmity against God. Will
and lust were there, and another work,
redemption and a new creation, were
needed: but Christ passed through
everything that could be put before
Him, to hinder Him in the path of
godliness ; everything that could test
the divine life. Christ knew in that
sense what it was to be tempted like
as we are, sin apart. It was all the
exercises He went through which pre-
pared Him to be our High Priest. Man
will say, and has said, He cannot feel
what 1 feel of inward conflict. I an-
swer, we need sympathy in the ex-
ercises of the divine life in our souls,
not sympathy in our lusts; those we
must practically kill, as we have a right
to count ourselves dead. But every-
thing that could try a living man He
passed through, perfect in all; and He
learned the application of His Father’s
love to His heart in it all, in the peace
which He experienced : and now He can
say to us, “ My peace I leave with you,”
and “ that they may have my joy fulfilled
in themselves. If the world has hated
me, it will hate you; but be of good
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cheer, T have overcome the world.” He
knew and understood experimentally
and practically, as a man, in passing
through this world, how divine favour
from above flowed in the comforts of a
tried soul, and applied itself to every
exercise such a soul went through here
below, in the midst of ruin and the
presence of the enemies ;—how it was
sufficient for every soul’s need to live
in holiness, and enjoy God in spite of
everything that beset Him in this life
of holiness. He who lived it is become
our life, and He strengthens our hu-
man hearts in the pain and trial of
living it, which He has felt. Do we
want to be comforted, when sin is at
work ? No; we want what is sharper
than any two-edged sword for that.
This judges the intentions of the heart,
there where the sin lies. For the in-
firmities we have our High Priest, who
feels them. He has suffered, being
tempted. He will strengthen the new
man against the lusts of the old. As
to imputation or distress arising from
that, it is gone for the believer; as to
dominion, sin has it not over us, if we
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are under grace; we are under law
if it has. The most cases of distressed
hearts who would seek Christ’s sym-
pathy in their conflicts need to be set
free. They are under law. Strength
against sin we do need, and that Christ
will surely give ; but if we are under
grace sin has not dominion over us.
There may be careless failure, but this
is not the case of distress we speak of.
It rather needs a rod, though God may
graciously draw even out of this. Bub
m sorrow and trial we have Christ’s
sympathy.

The Lord knew what trouble was;
His soul was bowed down with trouble,
but the first word is, ¢ Father.,”” The
first moment we are In sorrow, instead
of looking around for comfort, for sym-
pathy, or looking to the actings of the
flesh, as to what I have done or what I
have not done, and pouring forth our
sorrow in nothing but fleshly murmur-
ing, let us turn mmmediately to God;
and then the heart would be cast down,
indeed, perhaps,—Christ’s could be,—
but in perfect submission to the will of
God, and thus the sting of the sorrow
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would be removed. The instant there
is perfect submission, there is perfect
peace. “Now is my soul troubled,
and what shall T say, Father, save me
from this hour, yet for this cause came
I to this hour. Father, glorify thy
name.” The deepest depths are the
occasion for Him of the deepest sub-
mission, and all is light. ¢ Not my
will but thine be done,” is the expres-
sion of His heart, when finally tested
with that which He could not, because
He ought not, but to have wished
to pass, before which He righteously
feared—God’s holy wrath. But I return
a little back to give its true character
to this last trial, as regards us, and one
that Christ could, as we have seen,
so far as viectory over Satan’s power
went, have brought in all the promised
blessing at once. He could have raised
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as He did
Lazarus. But, alas! another awful
truth was brought out. It was not
merely Satan’s power and its sad effects.
Man did not like Christ to be there, even
though He delivered him. He would
not have God, even if He came to
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bless. He showed himself to be alien-
ated from God in his own mind, and
was proved utterly incapable of en-
Jjoying happiness where God was the
source of 16, The carnal mind is en-
ity against God; dreadful thought!
“ Now have ye seen and hated both me
and my Father.” Christ could nof
have anything to do with the world in
its moral state. But did grace and
divine love cease to work? No; of
course God knew all this; and this
very rejection brought out the full pur-
pose and work of His grace, and the
trial of Christ, which hung on the ac-
complishment of it. He now had to
meet the effect of sin itself in the power
of Satan, holding man captive under
death to the judgment and wrath of
God, against sin—for I still speak of
the trial, not the work of atonement
itself. But He had to redeem man ;
and if Gethsemane was, as He declares,
the power of the enemy, the cross was
the judgment, the terrors of which the
enemy sought to use against him,
And now He takes the place in resur-
rection, to apply redemption; the
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righteousness was worked out, that we
should take our place in heaven; we
must be broken off from the world.
He gives us everything in the way, but
never presents it as our end. It is
neither Canaan nor Egypt, but a wil-
derness. By clinging to it we are nob
in the wilderness, but in heart turned
back to Egypt. And that is why so
many need chastening ; for iff we would
make a Canaan of it, then it will be-
come Egypt to us. The moment we
make it our home, and seftle down in
it, it is our Egypt; and the Lord must
break our will, thus keeping us there.
He says, “ A little while and the world
gseeth me no more.”” For Him it is
entirely done with. IHe puts a dis-
tinetion between Himself and the world.
Therefore if we take Him we cannot
have the world, and if we take the
world we cannot have Him ; we cannot
have both. “If any man love the world
the love of the Father is not in him.”
“Demas has forsaken me, having loved
this present world.” Men are every-
where playing into the infidels’ hands,
in thinking to make the world better
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with their brotherhood, their arts and
sciences, their social intercourse—mak-
ing themselves happy without Grod; for
while they make a show of their clever-
ness, and talk a great deal about
acknowledging God’s gift in the skill
and ability he has bestowed upon man ;
they do it to exalt man, and continue
still to reject both God and His gifts.
Theywill not have a G'od in Christ. Men
think the world can be set right by culti-
vation and science, by encouraging the
arts, and such like. 'Why Christ could
not set it right: infidels are saying, chris-
tianityisonly a figment,for it has not set
the world right, and men are taking
the words of Christ in their mouths,
saying men should love one another as
brethren, and bringing all nations
together to cultivate amity and good
will, and the very words that they
take in their mouths, while they are
thus seeking to make the world happy,
are the words that the infidels use.
They wonld make it happy, too, in the
same way. Christ knew it could not
be, and declared plainly it would not
be the effect of His coming. No: as
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to the world, its day is over. Christ
was rejected by the world, and its
day is closed. God’s grace is gatherin

out sinners; but as to the world, the
Lord said, “it seeth me mno more.”
Either it is to get better without Christ,
or not to get better at all. “It has
hated both him and his Father,” and its
day is over. “I have got one Son,”
we read in the Lord’s description of
His Father’s ways, “it may be they
will reverence my Son.” They took
Him and slew Him, saying, “the in-
heritance will be ours.” And this is
what has been done, and now men are
making the world comfortable as their
own inheritance. The Lord preserve
us from all the deception which, by the
side of Christ, close to Him, we so
soon detect. He has taken a heavenly
place. “Such a High Priest became us,
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa-
rate from sinners, made higher than the
heavens.”  He exercises His ministry
where we belong. 1 do not belong to
the earth. 'We have a heavenly calling,
and need a heavenly priest, who has
gone up on high to take our hearts up
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with Him. Our body is not gone up
vet, but we have our place with Him
up there. Christ Himself, who was a
man on earth, manifested a heavenly
character down here.

Christ having given us our place on
high, after having put away all our
sins, sends down the Comforter that
we may manifest Him in our walk
down here, being living epistles of
Christ “ known and read of all men,” a
heavenly people on the earth. God
loved us when we hated Him. We are
to love those who do not love us, and
thus show the character of God down
here. Christ was the living expression
of it as a man. “He that saith he
abideth in him ought himself so to walk
even as he walked.” As High Priest,
Christ obtains for us all we need, and
lifts us up if we do fall; but He sus-
tains us to walk as He walked, having
the word of God as the source of our
actions, as Gtod was the source of all
His thoughts; but if we fail, there is
grace to restore us. (i, 1.) “That ye
sin not,” is the object of revealing our
privileges and the grace that has placed
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us in communion with the God of light;
“but if any man sin we have an advo-
cate,”” &e. TFlesh ought never to work ;
your life ought never to be an ex-
pression of the flesh, but of the obe-
dience of a child. The youngest child
in Christ cannot walk as a father in
Christ, but he ean walk in the obedience
of a child with Christ. 'We have the
flesh; but if I am in the light, practically,
with God, I know what the flesh is;
but then all that I am, as regards the
flesh, is judged. A child of two years
old can be as obedient as a child of
twelve years. It is not a question of
age, of strength, but of obedience. We
have the pattern of Christ at twelve
years old, who was obedient to Joseph
and his mother, and went home with
them, being subject unto them. “He
that saith he abideth in him ought
himself so to walk.” Is this the
delight of your soul, to walk as He
walked, as self-denying, as separated
from the world, with as much love; or
would you spare something P—a little
bit of the world, a little bit of comfort ?
Christ never did, or you could not have
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been saved. Peter said, “this be far
from thee, Lord:” spare thyself. His
reply was, “get thee behind me, Satan.”
How often does our wretched heart say,
spare thyself. That is not walking as
Christ walked ; not doing His bidding
as our Master. Have your hearts been
attracted by the beauty of Christ? 1t
is real liberty. The world is merely a
snare to entrap us: not that I would
scorn the world, Christ did not scorn it;
but the world is just this—Satan using
all manner of things to seduce the flesh,
and that is the world. Satan attracts
us by his snares, and has the soul in
bondage ; but the liberty in which the
Son has set us, is to be free from the
flesh, the world, and sin, and Satan;
not only to walk as He walked, but to
walk with Him in perfect freedom, and
in the comfort and consciousness of
walking with Him. May we find our
joy in Him, not pursuing a life of our
own hearts, but a life of His grace and
goodness, and may He keep our hearts
fixed on Him ; and a crown with Him
will close in eternal blessing the history
of His grace.



BAPTISM.

In considering this great subject,
(though in few words,) it is intended
to avoid all question of the time of
the application of it, and the like ; and
to regard in it only the mind of God
as the object of faith.

The first and fundamental character
of all baptism, as an appointment in
the outward sign, is, that it is UNTO
gsomething. The children of Israel
were baptized unto Moses in the cloud
and in the sea: that is, unto the cove-
nant they were to receive at Mount
Sinai, in subjection to him who was
over God’s house; separated from
Egypt and all that was in it, and from
the rale of its ruler, by the cloud that
stood between them and the land of

gypt at Migdol, as afterward by the
sea.

Those who came to John were bap-
tized wnio repentance, John saying-
that they should believe on Him that
should come after him, even Christ.
The Messiah was about to appear to
Israel as the reformer of their state;

VOL. II ¢
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and the new covenant was the law writ-
ten in their hearts; and Christ was to
rule as the Head of His own house.
The word repentance at once betokens
what they were to be separated from,
namely, the departure from Grod in the
existing state of Judaism, which, as it
was, rejected Christ when He came.
The baptism the Lord left was unto
Himself.* Fuith was come. The cove-
nant of righteousness of life and of
power in Christ by 6rack. Those who
received baptism, as confessing the
name of Christ, (in baptism they put
on Christ) were evidently in a very
various state of advance; some were
zealous of the law, others capable of
being shown its weakness, but the re-
lationship to Christ in character was
an established thing, and every advance
only left more behind, in the separation
first indicated. The baptized Jew,
now zealous of the law, might ad-

* 850 eis oroua, unto the name; evovopari, IN
the name, occurs but once, in the case of Cor-
nelins, on whom the Holy Ghost rested as at
the beginning,



BAPTISM. 35

vance to an apprehension of being
dead to the law by the body of Christ,
and to the knowledge of union with
Christ by faith. Such would not be
baptized again. If this baptism were
wnto anything, (as may be considered
shortly,g, it is not into Christ; but the
separation is from all that was evil, and
all that was old, whether the "soul
realized it or not, and that Christ sup-
plied the place of all. It was in truth,
then, a separation from law, from the
world, from the rudiments of the world,
and from all that applied itself to man,
in his various pretences as capable of
good, and from ordinances vxro Christ.
The doctrine of Romans vi, stands out
pre-eminently as marking the separa-
tion from the old man in the fruits
thereof, in being buried with Christ.*
In Colossians i ii, separation is from phi-
losophy and vain deceit, from the tra-
ditions of men, from the hand-writing

* T believe the expression in Rom. vi, 4, of
baptism into or unto death, is a collective ex~
pression, describing what baptism character-
istically is, as given of God.
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of ordinances that was against us, from
sabbaths, and the like, and from all else
that is not now by the living God ap-
plied to our soul in Christ,through faith.
‘We are complete in Christ, who is
the head of all principality and power.

Fuarther, it is most important for us
to see that the things really left us by
the Lord relate to us as on earth. HEIRS
BY GRACE 70 THE KINGDOM, we are
separated in the world, by baptism, unto
Christ. Nor isit needful to look for
significations in these things, for us
on earth they can be something. To
this the expression of burial directs
us, Baptism is givenus as the grave
of Christ, and all the things which life
in Christ has stamped with death are
buried with Him, and we and they with
Him, in baptism. We are buried (thus
can those that are dead in Him look at
it) in His grave. We are buried with
Him by baptism. The mind of God in
it is the object that our hearts are
directed to. It is practically impor-
tant. There is power in measure,
through faith, as appealed to by the
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apostle in Romans vi. It is important
to say that the old man, in his sinful
habits, as on earth, is buried. This is
being buried with Christ by baptism
into or unto death.* The lLiving sub-
jeet of baptism sees the assigned
place of these things. We who are
alive and conscious are so to see
them. Christ, charged with them, went
down into the grave, and came out of
the grave without them, and we, coming
out of the water, leave them all, and all
that can apply to them, being weak
through the flesh, 4» the water, in the
mind of God. We leave ourselves
there. 'We look back on our baptism
in such an aspect, and are called on
by the apostle to do so.

The Church, as divire, is baptized
with something else, namely, with the
Spirit of Grod, uniting her to Christ in
living existence. The baptism of the
Church, ag conferring ity special cha~
racter, is heavenly. She has a time to
sojourn on earth, and to this baptism
refers. The Church, as on earth, has

*-See Note, p. 35.
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a subjection and confession to fulfil to
the Lord, who hath purchased her for
Himself, and given her, besides, a cha-
racter as joint-heir with Him ; and her
holiness on earth is in being true to it
to His glory. The difference between
these two greatly affects the applica-
tion of terms in scripture, which may
in no wise be confounded. It is the
mingling of that whieh is of earth and
that which is of heaven that has been
and is injurious to truth, and to the
use of the things of God according to
God.

It is not that we are not to see, as
on earth, something more than that
which is merely significant of other
things. It is not intended to enter
on them in this point of view now, and
they are quite distinct from them.

But to resume : the moral necessity
of the truth connected with the reality
of baptism, as the burial of all that
could usurp the place of life, is evident.
The divine truth, that the power of
Christ’s death upon all evil is the ne-
cessary preliminary to the expansion
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of the divine life, is instructive; that
carries us far into the divinely moral
order of our restoration in the image
of Christ. That this is expressed
in baptism, over and above the actual
burial of the old things, is mani-
fest from scripture. The old man,
and all that could attach to him, is to
be never seen out of the water again ;
for it is in this burial we divinely rise,
by the regenerating power of God,
“through faith of the operation of
God.” Tt is not out of %, but in it
(Col. 1, 12.) So it is in Rom. vi, in
its proper proportion. We are buried
into the death—in fact, in this aspect,
the old man isin the grave buried, that
we might walk (being risen in the
power of God) in newness of life. So
m Peter iii, 21, We are saved by bap-
tism—clearly by what must die (inorder
that we should live) lying buried there ;
in the answer of a good conscience in
the living and divine condition of the
living man ; infact by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Whenever all that
was to be buried rises, it causes to
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sink, so to say, all that which ought al-
ways to be above the place of death in
the power of the glory of the Father.
This ig the divinely moral truth given
us in these things.

As divine and heavenly, the Church
can know nothing but the Spirit of
God, as above with Christ, having
spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Him, Christ is our righteousness;
ordinances, therefore, receive a se-
condary place only. This, their real
place, should be seen, lest otherwise
they make a gift of God for blessing
in the place assigned to them, an oc-
casion of stumbling, and they become
a door to the apostacy; and such have
they become, and become fixed, as such,
through the tradition of men. They
were given to serve.the purpose of se-
paration. All ordinances were, and
those left by Christ as well,—baptism
administered by others; the Lord’s
supper—the act of the living adoration
of the Church. We may bein a state
of imperfect knowledge as to either,
but except as an act of living adoration
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of the Church in worship in the Sup-
per of the Lord, the knowledge of and
faith in the mind of God in them will
make a great difference in our blessing.
There are many things we have to know
about them, which, as they are gradu-
ally received, are better sought in the
word. Nor ought we to close these
remarks without some direct reference
to the mnecessary truth, that we must
die in order to live, applying it dmme-
diately to our consciences. Found of
God when we sought Him not—sought
in the wonders of His grace—we are
exhorted to present our bodies a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is our reasonable service. This is
in the shape of motive, but the matter
also lies deeper. The actual relation-
ship of death unto sin and new birth
unto righteousness, that being by na-
ture born in sin, but now the children
of grace, we may be moulded daily into
the likeness of Christ, is the work of
Grod by faith-—changed into the same
image, says the apostle, from glory to
glory. “If,” says St. Paul, Rom. vi, 5,
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“we are (or have become) plants to-
gether in the likeness of his death, we
shall also be plants of his resurrection,
(or plants in the likeness of his resur-
rection.)” Justly the same fountain
should not bring forth sweet water and
bitter. How can there be growth in
the Spirit (putting all seeming aside)
but in the declension of the flesh and
its lusts. If by the Spirit ye mortify
the deeds of the body, saith the apostle,
ye shall live. If ye walk after the
flesh ye shall die. Let that mind be
in you which was in Christ Jesus; who
on the cross condemned sin in the
flesh in dying. It was truth told to
us in Him, in whom was no sin. If
ye are Christ’s, ye have crucified the
affections and the lusts. There is no
room allowed of God for the old crea-
tion and the new in the same man.
According to this truth is the death
antimated to the Christian in his bap-
tism and in the mind of God in it, and
in it is the resurrection he finds in its
realization, by the exceeding great-
ness of God’s power to usward who
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believe, according to the working of
His mighty power which He wrought
in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead, and set Him at His own
right hand in the heavenly places.

The separation of us from the world
is more on the surface, but is as ex-
press. The apostacy has so far grown
that its use of baptism is an entry
into the world, instead of a separation
out of it and from it; while the bap-
tized should, as thus passed the Red
Sea, look over the closed waters on the
towers and pyramids and glories of
Egypt, shut out from them for ever,
while they rejoice on the way. et
every Babylonish garment, every pur-
guit of forgetfulness, of which Satan
makes such use,—not to say the en-
ticing pursuit of the world itself,—be
seen as cut off from us in the water.
The pursuit of the world’s possession
(amidst which God may in His grace
have given on earth duties of applica-
tion to His glory,—and yet, blessed are
the poor) shall pierce the soul through
with many sorrows, sent in grace that
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the true and divine riches, those only
called “our own,” may be duly esti-
mated as enduring for ever; while He
will not leave nor forsake those that
are fed of His bounty in the wilder-
ness, or as strangers in the land.

Now the Lord increase us in ac-
quaintance with the ways of God in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding,
unto all fruitfulness unto eternal life,
in Christ Jesus. Amen.

THE NATURE AND EFFECT OF
DISCIPLINE EXEMPLIFIED
IN GOD’S PEOPLE.

ADAM.

No subject can be more deeply in-
teresting to the saint, than the nature
and effect of discipline, which our God,
in the plenitude of His love and wis-
dom, administers to each of His people.

Interesting as the subject is, and one
80 necessary to the secret exercises of
the soul, yet it is little understood ;
and the dealings of God are either
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counted strange, or there is no just or
useful solution of them.

I propose, therefore, in the Lord’s
mercy, to present, in a series of papers,
the peculiar discipline, its object and its
effect, as detailed fo us, respecting each
distinguished witness for God on earth.

I am induced to do this, in order to
accustom the minds of saints to study
more a subject which of all others con-
nects us with the secret, loving thoughts
of our God about us.

I accordingly begin with Adam.
Though not properly heading the life
of falth yet he was the subJect of se-
vere dlse1phne and is a remarkable
illustration of its effects. Adam at
one time needed no discipline, a state
unknown to any since. When he fell
the day of discipline began. He that
was made in the image of God, that
approached nearer to God than any
creature, even he is now imbued with
a spirit and a nature so adverse to
God, that if he would live for God he
must learn to renounce his own will,
under the training of the mighty hand
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of God. To Adam this must have been
a strange contrast to the once easy
acquiescence of his mind with the will of
God. Consequently he must have felt
it the more; and as the rebellion of
his heart was subdued, he could “con~
trast the rule of God with the powerless-
ness of innocence. Asinnocent, he fell ;
as fallen, the hand of God exalts him.
Not ignorantly, or passively, but in all
the activity of anxious conviction. In-
nocence with him was a weak thing;
the power of God subduing his nature,
no longer innocent, was a great thing.
He never would have sought the inno-
cent gtate, for he knew how weak it
was. He knew now that he was able
to do more with the power of God in
a fallen state, than in unassisted inno-
cence he ever could aspire to. As in-
nocent, he had no sense of life; as
fallen, yet believing in the revelation
of God, he could now name the only
creature he had nof named, the mother
of all living. Under the sentence of
death, he could speak of life; while as
innocent, his fear and his penalty, (if
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disobedient) was the loss of it. Inno-
cence had no charm for him now. True,
it was a moment of wondrous bliss;
but a flight so high ouly ensures pre-
eipitation to disgrace and dismay.
Surely, then, he could not seek a re-
turn to it. He had been advanced to
where he could not stand ; but now,
under discipline, he stands morally
higher, though in condition he is lower.
Adam was not deceived, but he was in-
fluenced. He early discovers the pro-
pensities of nature (no doubt in their
best estate) which eventually led to
his fall. Neither the world, nor its
glory, nor any class of the inferior
creatures, supply the craving of the
sociable heart of Adam: for him there
was not found an help meet for him,
and it was not good for him to be
alone. The instinets of his nature
must be satisfied ; but still more, when
his wife was deceived, he yields to her
influence, as he himself admits, * she
gave unto me, and I did eat.”” The
first man disclosed this secret of his
heart, that he was dependent on an-
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other; so that when Satan would not
venture to beguile him, the object of
his affections successfully tempted him.
Now they are both naked, and both
estranged from God, and hiding them-
selves from His presence, the -first
lessons of His grace are propounded
to them. In discipline there is pro-
perly comviction of sin, as well as
correction of it. With a saint it is
never penance or compensation for
wrong-doing.  Chastening or correc-
tion is to make me a partaker of holi-
ness, not a sufferer for sin. It is not
to improve my nature, but to so con-
vince me of its utter helplessness that
I may be devoted unto God, which ig
the true and distinet meaning of sancti-
fication, and without which no man shall
see the Lord. There is exceeding pain
in being convicted of sin; and if there
be not a strong sense of the grace of
God when we are convicted, there will
be great depression, and a tendency to
give up all i despair. Hence the ex-
hortation, “faint not when thou art
convicted [ Greek] of him.””  God does
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not convict hastily. He likes that our
cogitations on our own acts should con-
viet ourselves. It is very little use to
tell a vain man of his faults; it gene-
rally only urges him the better to con-
ceal or extenuate them. It is very hard
to induce a person in ill health and un-
convinced of it, to adopt the necessary
regimen; the more you remonstrate
with such an one, the more stre-
nuously will he endeavour to prove you
mistaken, and you exasperate the ma-
lady you would assuage, while the really
sin-convicted soul, like the patient
tremblingly alive to his danger, is ready
to receive every true palliative and re-
medy offered. 'When Adam had per-
Jected the devices of his now estranged
and corrupted heart, when the aprons
are on and he behind the trees, the
voice of God searches him. We are con-
tinually allowed to run to the end of our
own plans, and thus to learn how fu-
tile they are. Many a weary hour and
long day is squandered in the execution
of plans which, when tested by the
searching word of God, must be en-
VOL. IL D
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tirely abandoned. "What is the nature
of your plans P are they to distance
and conceal you from God, or are they
to bring you nigh unto Hlm and to
unfold to Him the mmutest secrets
of your heart? You may thus test
your plans. Adam’swere to cloak him-
self and to escape the eye of God, and
God allowed him to complete his
schemes. Oh, how well each of us
knows what this is! The poor pro-
digal tries the far country, but returns
to his father’s house a really humbled
man.  The many inventions are all
tested and found to be as husks, and
then the soul listens to the gracious
tones of that voice 1t would fain escape
from. 1% is a terrible question to an-
swer, “ Where art thou?” when you
find out the insufliciency of all ex-
pedients to screen your conscience
from the action of God’s word. Did
the prodigal like to answer it when
feeding the swine ?  Did Peter like to
answer it when enjoying the cheer of -
his Master’s foes, when warming him-
gelf at their fire? Did Adam like it
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when he remembered the position which
he occupied in contrast with the one he
had forfeited ? The answer to that
question tells his state. The voice of
God searches the conscience, and if it
has not learned that it is with God it
has to do, the history of it must be,
T was afraid, because I was naked, and
I hid myself”” Concealment is the
first effort of a suffering conscience.
You neither like to see yourself, nor
that any one else should see you, as
you are ; and when God’s voice reaches
you, you hide yourself; while conceal-
ment betrays distance as well as eva-
sion. There must be some activity in
the conscience when concealment is
resorted to, especially when no penalty
(but the fact of your guilt being
known) is attached to it. The babe
who breaks a toy conceals it! Con-
cealment is, in fact, resorted to in order
that we may appear better than we
are, If we were willing that every
one should see us as we are, there would
be no concealment. A disguise was
never yet adopted but for seif-exalta-
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tion. A lie was never maintained but
to give us credit we did not deserve.
‘When God deals with us we learn that
¢ all things are naked and opened unto
the eyes of him with whom we have to
do.”  The word (see Heb. iv) acts on
our conscience, “ piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thonghts and intents
of the heart;’ but it conducts us to
God. It is with Him, and not the
word merely, “we hove to do.” The
voice of the Lord penetrated the soul
of Adam ; and though girdled with fig-
leaves, which satisfied his own standard
of morality, yet when the word came
it tried him, and he was afraid because
he was naked, (naked before God,) and
he hid himself. It isimportant to study
those two actions of the conscience.
They give rise to much exercise and
trouble in the soul, because they are
confounded ; that is when one has satis-
fied his own conscience, has adopted
some system which conceals from him-
self and others the real state of his
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soul, he floats for awhile on peaceful
waters; but no sooner is the voice of
the Lord heard, but all the elements
seem to him involved in a mighty tor-
nado. His sleep is broken; he is
another Philippian jailor, “he is afraid.”
The fact that he is naked and opened
before Gtod flashes fearfully before him,
and so much the worse because he had
deceived himself, and his reputation
with others had helped it on. The
action of the word of God would be
desperate and overwhelming to the soul
if we had not a “great high priest
passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God.” His sympathy, on the ground
of His atonement, in full effect before
God, sets the convicted conscience ab
rest, and at the throne of grace, #oo,
to receive the grace and the mercy it
needs. This is just what Adam had to
learn ; consequently the voice pursues
him to his hiding-place. It is in vain
that one seeks to escape the eye of
God. When He determines that it
shall search you, if you take the wings
of the morning and dwell in the utter-
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most parts of the sea, even there He
will reach you! Oh, how the con-
science that seeks escape from God
overshadows itself within the foliage
of this world! It engrosses itself with
man’s leading and most ambitious pur-
suits, but in vain. The “watchers”
will ery aloud, “Hew down the tree,
and cut off hig branches, shake off his
leaves.” The refuge of lies shall be
exposed, and the soul must have its ac-
count with God. It must answer,
“ WHERE ART THOU £’ and all the an-
swer needed is the tale of the plain
and simple facts, ¢ I was afraid, becanse
I was naked, and I hid myself "> The
moment the soul of the saint is in full
confession, he i3 in the region of for-
giveness and restoration, and the Spirit
expostulates with it as man wounld with
his fellow., Adam tried his own ex-
pedients, and they were vain and pro-
fitless ; now he will be a listener to the
grace that tells of the sure and perfect
remedy. But mark, he first discloses
the true and full tale of the condition
of his soul ; he confesses his fear—his
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nakedness—hls effort to hide himself'!
DlsClphne had effected this. Now God
instructs him. Adam is * meek,” and
God will teach him His way. He has
learned that innocence was no protec-
tion against an undue influence, and
that the absence of evil motive is no
guarantee for true moral action. He,
of all men, knew what this was pre-
eminently, and yet it was no safeguard.
He was tempted, and he yielded to it.
Conscious, indeed, that innocence was
gone, and evil motive could rule, he
still trusts to himself to screen and
rectify his disgrace. The expedient he
adopted satisfied his own moral sense,
and, what was infinitely more delusive,
the moral sense of the one whose good
opinion he loved to secure, and whose
satisfaction was a bulwark to his own.
This is a snare that few, even godly
men, escape. 1t is, in other words,
the reputation with one’s friends;
pressed on the conscience as the verdict
of the last court of appeal, and con-
clusive to it on any recurrence of
anxious enquiry. There is a reciprocity
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in this kind of reputation. What you
admit to me, I in return admit foryou.
If a girdle of fig-leaves measures the
demands of your moral sense, and you
accept it as sufficient for me, I in return
do the same for youw. This is the es-
sence and true character of all human
and religious reputation. Bub the
voice of God sounds, and Adam is
troubled in his deceitfully serene and
false position. That voice probes the
entire condition, and at last he finds
himself “ naked and opened before the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.”
He confesses all, and he is on the up-
permost form for instruction with an
humble and a contrite spirit. To the
divine challenge he admits (though
with an excuse and mitigation) that he
was tempted and had eaten. His
Jjustification lowers him morally more
than the charge he seeks to justify.
Yet it is a confession, and it is ac-
cepted as such; and our God enters
on the gracious work of unfolding His
counsels. To each actor in this won-
drous scene is now meted the judgment
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due to the part he has played in it.
Satan’s sentence is first pronounced,
and while %is doom is fixed, the deliver-
ance from his power and the eternal
remedy of the gospel iz declared to
the listening and convicted Adam. I
is the divine way, in restoring a soul,
to establish it first in the power of
God, and in His grace. The draught
of the fishes and the words of Jesus
taught this to Peter. It is the ground
work for all godly improvement. When
the heart is established, as David’s was,
(“the Lord has taken away thy sin,””)
then it can bear to bear what is the
discipline necessary to correct that in
him which sin could act on. It is im-
portant to carry with us the process
by which the Lord reveals to the soul
the discipline which He will impose.
‘Whatever has provoked our failure is
denounced, not in general terms, but
in the proportion, and in the order too,
of its guilt; at the same time com-
manding and promising the true mode
of deliverance. Satan is not only
sentenced, but the effect of his malice
on man will be his own irremediable
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retribution. Man shall be avenged of
his enemy. The serpent is not only
assigned, as a signal judgment, to crawl
and to eat dust, in perpetual hostility
to the lord of the creation, but its
“violent dealing shall come down on
its own pate ; its head shall be bruised.
The next brought up for judgment is
the woman. She was the proximate
cause of Adam’s failure; but as the
principal had received his sentence, she
must now hear hers. She is con-
demned to times of great sorrow on
every addition to the human family
which she has been instrumental in
subjecting to the power of death; with
unconditional subjection to her hms-
band, the want of which bore its first-
fruits in her own fall, and led to Adam’s
also. Fach transgressor is not only
sentenced to a penalty corresponding
to his guilt, but the relation in which
that guilt has affected Adam is also
markedly repaired.  God’s servant
must not be touched with impunity,
but he must not err himself. The
righteous Grod will avenge his cause,
but only in righteousness. He cannot
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overlook the frailty of His servant,
though He will rescue him when the
unmitigabed sentence is executed.
‘When (Gtod enters into judgment, even-
handed justice is dispensed. But acts
are criminal in a greater or less degree :
that which implicates God’s witness
in distance from Him being more so
than the failure which that witness
evinces by being drawn into distance.
The one who misleads another comes
under a severer penalty than he who
is misled ; though he is not exempted
because he discovers moral feebleness,
The infliction of penalties are not ne-
cessarily for correction, nor is the dis-
cipline. There was no hope of amend-
ing Satan, but yet severe penalties are
inflicted on him because Adam had
suffered from him. Man was God’s
representative on earth; injury to him
was treason against God. Hence in
divine discipline there is always a cor-
rection of the evil principle of nature,
and also correction for the trespass we
may have committed on our fellow-man,
This is exemplified in the sentence on
Adam. His siy was yielding to his
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wife’s request in opposition to the word
of God. Probably he did not do so
with intent ; that 1s, not after weighing
both he decided in favour of the former.
But the word was not hid in his heart,
and did not control him; for if it had
been he would not have hearkened to
the voice of his wife. But having sur-
rendered his place, he is fo bear the
penalty of it, and become the great
slave and labourer on the earth, of which
he was the ruler and prince. Every-
thing on it would bear indications of
insubjection to its rightful master. To
agsuage the evil, he should spend his
life and live thereby; but in the end
return to dust, as dust he was. There
is deeply instructive teaching in all
this; even that if we surrender the
position in which God places us in any
relation, the one we retire to will in-
evitably notify to us, in fearful remi-
niscences, what has been our forfeiture,
The smallest thorn and briar reminded
Adam that he had surrendered his lord-
ship in hearkening to the voice of his
wife. If David retires from the duties
of the king, he must surrender,in a
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painful way, the honours of one. He
is reminded how lightly he regarded
them by the successtul rebellion of his
own son. “Cursed be he who doeth
the work of the Lord negligently.”
All the influence of Barnabas would
not induce Paul to take Mark who had
returned from Pamphylia. The refusal
of the apostle reminded him how he
trifled with and abandoned the post
once his, but easier lost than regained.
This is the nature of Adam’s discipline.
He is reminded by everything of what
be surrendered, and the less carefully
and diligently he laboured to subdue
the numerous reminiscences of his fail-
ure, the more they increased, and the
less able was he to sustain himself
against them. By the sweat of his
brow he regained his position for his
own need. David returned, after a se-
vere campaign, to the throne. Mark
was profitable for the ministry after the
discipline had produced its effect.
Faith always walks above discipline,
though walking under it. Adam hears
the sentence on all, and, in faith con-
senting to it,rises above it, and calls
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his wife’s name Eve, because she is
“the mother of all living.” Taith
reaches unto God, therefore 1t can sub-
mit to the position which judicially
and correctively falls to an erring soul,
and looks to God for His own time and
mode of deliverance. It accepts the
punishment of its iniquity, not as re-
tribution for it, but as correction. Dis-
cipline has in fact produced its greatest
effect where the soul submits to it as
trusting in God. Adam shows this in
making amends to his wife (in thus
naming her) for his former reproaches ;
and what was, in unsubdued nature, the
agent of harm to him is now, in the
eye of faith, the channel of life. Adam,
disciplined in faith, God clothes
him, yet discipline must not be arrested
nor reprieved. God drives out the
man, and sends him to till the ground
from whence he is taken, to find out
what sort of a man he was, and to learn
how his faith would sustain him.

It is in our immediate relations of
life, in the innermost circle, where there
is least reserve, we most truly disclose
ourselves. A man who cannot rule
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his own kouse how shall he take care of
the Church of God? Power is more
effective applied immediately than at a
distance. If Adam is learning from
his discipline, it ought to be seen in
his power to avoid the evil for which
he was suffering. It does not appear
that he does; for FHve assumes the
place of naming his eldest son, again
osing sight of her own place, and
again, beyond doubt, filling her first-
born (which his name alone would
suggest) with aspirations which led to
his fearful contradiction of it, as well
as the painful evidence of her own mis-
apprehension of God’s promise. The
introduction of death where life was
expected ; the fact that one child was
murdered and the other the murderer;
the one in whom their hopes centred
must have been a trial to Adam that
we can little conceive—a discipline
which had its effects—for though it is
said that Eve pamed Seth in the first
instance, yet it is also written that
Adam called his name Seth, showing,
as it appears to me, that he at length
had learned what the discipline was sent
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to teach him,namely, to act for God,
above all influence, and not to allow any
influence to distract him from the path
of faith, MHe appears to have learned
this in the last recorded act of his life,
a very pleasing consummation, showing
the effect of discipline; and a very fit
and happy finale to his history.- To sum
up, we learn from this history that in-
nocence or absence of evil motive is
no safeguard against influence. That
satisfying our own moral sense, or
the moral sense of any one else, is
no proof that we can answer, or
have answered, to God’s claim on us.
That if we cease to maintain our di-
vinely appointed place, we are sure to
fall, and the word of God, which would
have preserved, us in our place, does
not act on the heart outside that place.
But that learning to follow our own in-
clinations, our discipline will always be
of a character to correct our failure,
and to remind us, in very minute ways,
(as did the thorns to Adam,) what our
frailty has reduced us to.

Lastly, when discipline has effected
its object, our history closes.



THE SECRET OF HAPPINESS.

#1 have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
[therewith] to be content.” (Phil, iv, 11.)

There is a secret of happiness which
none bubt a Christian possesses, and
which a Christian possesses in its full
power only when he is living in com-
munion with God, in the region of
faith. “1 know,” says the apostle,
“both how to be abased, and I know
how to abound ; everywhere and in all
things, I am instructed, both to be full
aund to be hungry, both to abound and
to suffer need.” Now, this principle
dependsfor its strength on thecertainty
that God’s will cannot be defeated, and
that His will arranges everythmp for
the best for those who commit their
way to Him. 1t also depends on the
apprehension of the resources of our
happiness being all in Christ, inde-
pendent of all the circumstances which
may affect the Christian in this world.
Things in the world may be all con-
fusion, and things in the Church may
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appear to be but little better, but this
is not sufficient to destroy, or even to
neutralize, the power of that principle
of happiness of which the apostle
speaks. God’s counsels cannot be de-
feated—the ends of Christ’s death can-
not be frustrated—and the springs of
the happiness of a risen man in Christ
do not ebb and flow with the changing
circumstances which may chequer his
earthly course. If outward prosperity
makes me bappy, it is plain my happi-
ness does not spring entirely from the
will of God; if, on the other hand,
when things go contrary, I lose my en-
joyment, it is plain that all my happi-
ness has not been based on the will of
Grod, which is always perfect. Christ’s
love never changes; His relationship
to His Church never alters; the hope
of His coming abides till His coming
makes it no longer a hope; and, more
than all, His present care of me,and of
all that connects itself with the eternal
good of His Church, is daily exercised.
Then why am I unhappy ? Whyam
I downeast?  Is it not because I want
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things, through my own selfishness,
either in the world or in the Church,
different from what Christ wills them ?
For, if Christ be the object of my heart,
I bave the certainty of God’s eternal
counsels concerning the glory of Christ
for the ground of my assurance that 1
can never fail in the object I pursue.

It may be a hard lesson for such
hearts as ours to be satisfied with this
“secret of happiness;” but as there
i8 no other for the servant of Christ, so
is it unfailing where the heart is com-
mitted to it, and to it alone.

People little suspect that all the
secret of their unhappiness is in
their own hearts, and not in the cir-
cumstances through which they are
called to pass. If the world or self
occupies any place which belongs to
Christ, this principle of happiness will
always be weakened, since no theory of
the truth will ever keep the heart
happy, without the power of the Holy
Ghost. But Christ, and not the world,
or the cravings of nature, or the pride
of life, is the staple by which is pro-
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duced in the soul the joy of the Holy
Ghost.

T must learn to be dead to the world,
if T am to live the life of Christ. Bub
this is not the happiness of indifference,
it is but the allowing God to have His
place in wisdom, in gooduess, and in
the immutability of His counsels of
grace in Christ Jesus. There may be
exercises of soul with regard to  the
service of Christ in His Church or in
the world ; but then these exercises, so
far from destroymg my happiness, only
carry me to Him who gives me rest in
the knowledge that it 1s His care and
His power that accomplishes every-
thing ; and that I have nothing to do
but to follow His will, which can never
fail. Christ was so sufficient for the
apostle’s soul, amidst dangers and diffi-
culties, and wasting labours, and appa-
rent discomfiture, that he wanted no-
thing else, and He is equally sufficient
for you and me. And i we cannot in
a moment leap up to this position prac-
tically, because we have been living at
such a distance from God, and because
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Christ has been so little the object of
our souls, and the power of our walk,
it is, nevertheless, a great thing to
gee clearly where the “secret of our
happiness’ is, and where the “secret”
of our weakness and unhappiness lies.

THE WORD OF EXHORTATION.

I propose to consider the exhorta-
tions of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
as suggested by the passage in chapter
xiti, 22: “I beseech you, brethren,
suffer the word of exhortation ; for 1
have written unto you a letter in few
words.” In this passage the whole
epistle appears to be designated, “the
word of exhortation;’ and the peculiar
structure of the epistle is confirmatory
of the thought.

The ordinary form of the epistles of
Panl is the presentation, in an or-
derly and consecutive way, of, first, the
doctrine of the epistle, and then of
the practical exhortations. But in this
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epistle it is otherwise, as exhortation
runs throughout ; and there is not an
important doctrine stated, or subject
introduced, without having grafted
upon it its appropriate exhortation.
There is only one exception to this,
connected with the subject of the
priesthood of Christ, which is pursued
from the seventh chapter to the middle
of the tenth chapter without a break,
or the introduction of any exhortation
at all, until the close of the subject.
This exceptlon is striking and full of
instruction, as will be seen when we
reach that part of the epistle.

As to the general subject of the
epistle, it is God’s exposition of the
grounds of the setting aside of a reli-
gion of ordinanceés, which had originally
the divine sanction, by the introduction
of that which is distinctive of Chris-
tianity. It is therefore addressed to
the only people who were ever possessed
of a ritual service and a priesthood and
ordinances appointed by God. This
truth is thus briefly stated, chapter ix,1:
“Then, verily, the first [covena-nt] had
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ordinances of divine service and a
worldly sanctuary;”’ and it was with
regard to the establishment of this
that Moses was thus admonished : “ See
[that] thou make all things aecording to
the pattern showed to thee in the
mount.”

Now a divinely established ritual—
a worship which had, in every respect,
the sanction of Grod—could not be
rudely and arbitrarily set aside, and
those who possessed it be called upon
to leave it all, without any ground for
doing so but simply the divine com-
mand. The grounds of this subversion
must necessarily be presented in order
to afford the basis of faith for the wor-
shippers; and the mind must be satis-
fied that the introduction of that which
was new was but the accomplishment
of that which, up to this time, had
claimed the obedience of the worship-
pers ; and was thus but the full exhi-
bition of the counsels of God, to which
the dispensation which was now passing
away pointed as an index in the way of
shadows and types. The apostle says,
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“The law was a shadow of good things
to come, and not the very image of the
things.”” This is important ; because
whenever man seeks to set up a religion,
or to establish a worship, which has not
a risen Christ for its centre, and the
Holy Ghost as its power, it is invariably
composed of these very ordinances, or
the like, which by the coming, and
work, and sacrifice, and priesthood of
Christ, the Spirit of Grod by this epistle
shows to have been for ever set aside.
If ordinances, which had a divine sanc-
tion, are thus set aside, and called
“bheggarly elements,” what must be the
folly and sin of men who seek to set
up a system of ordinances without any
divine sanction at all, or to return to
those which, under the solemn teaching
of God’s Spirit, are declared to have for
ever passed away ? Every attempt to
set up again the efficacy of ordinances,
and the power of a priesthood, which is
the essence of Popery and Puseyism, iy
in direct contradiction to the whole
purpose of God’s Spirit in this epistle,
and a virtual denial of the efficacy of
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Christ’s sacrifice and heavenly priest-
hood.

But there is another general remark
which may be necessary in order to the
right understanding of those solemn
warnings presented in the sixth and
tenth chapters of the epistle: namely,
that the epistle to the Hebrews was
addressed to a body of persons who had
ostensibly left Judaism, and were under
the responsibility of the profession
of Christianity. Now if a body is
addressed in connexion with a given
profession, it is plain that there may be
departure from it in the way of apos-
tacy, and which thus may open the door
for the most solemn warnings against
such a departure, but which neverthe-
Iess were never meant to weaken the
grounds of individual salvation, which
rest entirely and absolutely on the
finished work of Christ. For example,
in connexion with the warnings of the
sixth chapter, the apostle says, “ But,
beloved, we are persuaded better things
of you, and things which accompany
salvation, though we thus speak.”
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And again, at the close of the warn-
ings of the tenth chapter, he says,
¢« Cast not away therefore your confi-
dence, which hath great recompense of
reward ;”’ and again, verse 89, “ We are
not of them which draw back unto
perdition, but of them which believe
unto the saving of the soul.” DBut see
especially chapter vi, 16—20, “ For
men verily swear by the greater : and
an oath for confirmation is to them an
end of all strife. "Wherein God, will-
ing more abundantly to show unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of
his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
that by two immutable things, in which
it was impossible for CGod to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us ; which [hope] we
have as an anchor of the soul, both
sure and stedfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil ; whither the
forerunner is for us entered, [even]
Jesus, made an high priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec.”

A body may be apostate from the
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truth, and may therefore come under the
threatening of excision and judgment,
while the individual believer 1s built up
in his “ most holy faith -’ see the
epistle of Jude. Moreover, in these
warnings, that passage of scripture is
accomplished, “ The prudent man fare-
seeth the evil, and hideth himself ; but
the simple pass on and are punished.”
In other words, believers through grace
heed the warnings, and escape the con-
sequences of the neglect of them, while
others remain in security in “ the forms
of godliness without the power,” and
perish. But they perish not unwarned.

Moreover, it must be remembered
that the epistle is not occupied in un-
folding, for the first time, the primary
truths of Christianity, like the epistle
to the Romans; but is rather designed
to fortify the faith which was failing,
and to restore the footsteps which were
already slipping back, as is seen in
chap. x, 32: “Call to remembrance
the former days in which, after ye
were illuminated, ye endured a great
fight of afflictions,” &e.

(To be continued, if the Lord will)



JOYING IN GOD, AND WAIT-
ING FOR CHRIST.

2 Thess. iii, 5.

There are two things which econ-
stitute the joy of a Christian, to be his
strength on the road, and the object
constantly before his heart. The first
is, the hope of the coming of the
Lord ; and the second is, present com-
munion and fellowship with God the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
And these two cannot be separated
without loss to our souls; for we can-
not have all the profit without both of
them. If we are not looking for the
coming of the Lord, there is nothing
whatever that can separate us in the
same way from this present evil world ;
neither will Christ Himself be so much
the object before the soul; mor yet
shall we be able, in the same measure,
to apprehend the mind and counsels of
God about the world.

Again, if this hope be looked at
apart from present communion and
fellowship with God, we shall not have
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present power, the heart being en-
feebled from the mind being too much
occupied and overborne by the evil
around ; for we cannot be really look-
ing for God's Son from heaven without,
at the same time, seeing the world’s
utter rejection of Him, and. that the
world itself is going wrong; its wise
men having no wisdom, and all going
on to judgment ; the principles of evil
loosening all bonds, &e.; and the soul
becomes oppressed and the heart sad;
but if, through grace, the Christian
is in present communion and fel-
lowship with God, his soul stands
steady, and is calm and happy before
God, because there is a fund of bless-
ing in Him wbhith no circumstances
can ever touch or change. The evil
tidings are heard, the sorrow is seen,
but his heart is fixed, trusting in the
Lord, which carries him far above every
circumstance, Brethren, we all want
this. To walk steadily with God we
ﬁeed both this fellowship and this

ope.

I do not believe that a Christian can
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have his heart seripturally right unless
he is looking for God’s Son from hea-
ven. There could be no such thing as
attempting to set the world right if its
sin in rejecting Christ were fully seen ;
and, moreover, there never will be a
correct ]udcrmenb formed of the cha-
racter of the world until that crowning
sin be apprehended by the soul. To a
Christian who 1s looking and waiting
for Christ to come from heaven, Christ
Himself is unspeakably more the object
before the soul. It is not only that I
shall get to heaven and be happy, bub
that the Lord Himself is coming from
heaven for me, and all the Church with
me. It is this that gives its character
to the joy of the saint. As Christ
Himself says, “ T will come again and
receive you unto myself, that where 1
am there ye may be also”’——when I find
my delight, then shall you find yours
also, 1 with you, and you with me,—
“Tor ever with the Lord.”” You may
think to find good, or to produce good
in man, but you will never find waiting
for Christ in man. In the world, the
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first Adam may be cultivated, but it is
the first Adam still ; the second Adam
will never be found there, being re-
jected by the world. And it is the
looking for this rejected Lord which
stamps the whole character and walk
of the saints.

Then again, there is another thing
connected with my waiting for God’s
Son. from heaven. I have not yet got
the Person with me I love, and while
waiting for Him 1 am going through
the world tired and worn with the
spirit and character of everything
around me; and the more I am in
commumnion with God the more keenly
shall I feel the spirit of the world to
be a weariness to me, although God
still upholds my soul in fellowship and
communion with Himself. Therefore
Paul says, in 2 Thess. i: “To you who
are troubled, rest with us.” So then I
get rest to my spirit now in waiting for
Christ, knowing that when He comes
He will have everythirig His own way.
For the coming of the Lord, which will
be trouble to the world, will be to the
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saints full and everlasting rest. Still,
it is not that we are to be “weary and
faint in our minds.” It is not a right
thing to be weary of the service and
conflict. O, no! rather let us be vie-
torious every day. Still, it is not rest
to be fighting.

However, when walking with God,
it is not so much thinking of combat,
as joying in God Himself. This I
shall know all the better when I am in
the glory; my soul will be enlarged,
and more capable of enjoying what God
really is; but it is the same kind of joy
I have now as I shall have when He
comes to be glorified in His saints ;
only greater i degree. And if this
joy in Grod is now in my soul, in power,
it hides the world from me altogether,
and becomes a spring of love to those
in the world. For though I may be
tired of the combat, still, I feel there
are people in the world that need the
love T enjoy, and I desire that they
should possess it ; as it is the joy of
what God is for me that sustains me,
and carries me through all the conflict.
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So that our souls should be exercised on
both the fellowship and the hope; for
if I look for Christ’s coming apart
from this fellowship and communion
with God, I shall be oppressed, and
shall not go steadily and properly on.
‘When the love of God fills my heart,
it flows out towards all those that have
need of it, fowards saints and sinners
according to their need ; for if I feel the
exercise of the power of this love in
my heart, I shall be going out to serve
others; as it is the power of this love
that enables me to go through the toil
and labour of service, from that attach-
ment to Christ which leads to service,
though through suffering for His sake.
If my soul is wrapped up in the second
Adam, attachment to Christ puts ifs
right stamp upon all that is of the first
dam.

‘When this love has led out into
active service, then the conflict, doubt-
less, will be found, as in the first
chapter of second Corinthians : there it
is present blessing in the midst of
trial. But in the first chapter of second

VoL, 1L ¥
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Thessalonians, it is tribulation, and not
rest out of it, until the Lord comes;
“that ye may be counted worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which ye also
suffer,”” In 2 Cor. i, 8, 4, there is
present blessing in the midst of the
trial,—* who comforteth us in all our
tribulation;”” so that if the sufferings
for Christ’s sake be ours, there is, at
the same time, the comfortings of God
in the soul. How rich a spring of
blessing is this in return for this poor
little trouble of mine! I get God
pouring into my soul the revelation of
Himself; T get God communicating
Himself to my soul; foritis really that.
I find it to be a present thing; it comes
home to me, to my heart, the very joy
of God, God delighting in me, and I
in God. He identifies Himself with
those who suffer for Him. There is
no time for God’s coming into a soul
like the time of trial, for in no way
does He so fully reveal Himself to the
soul as when Ile is exercising it in
trial. There is astonishing power in
this; for the amazing power with
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which Christ is to us present power
and consolation is by His coming in,
in present living power, even whilst
these poor mortal bodies are un-
changed. Our bodies are not yet re-
deemed with power, though they are
bought with a price; but we have in
Christ the life and the power; and, in
spite of all, God is pouring in these
consolations when we are in tribulation,
showing the kind of power in Christ
by which T am lifted up above every
circumstance of trial. * The Lord di-
rect our hearts into the love of God,
‘and into the patient waiting for Christ.”

CHRIST IN EVERYTHING.

Philemon.

It is interesting to rvemark, in the
Epistles, the way in which the Spirit of
God enters into every minute thing
that concerns us. Not like the pro-
phets of old, such as Jeremiah, Isaiah,
&e., who spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost, with a “ Thus saith
the Lord ;” and they had to learn and



84 THE GIRDLE OF TRUTH.

enquire about the things of which they
spake. In the Proplets the Spirit of
God iy communicating a certain mes-
sage, and this is occasionally seen in
the Epistles, as in 2 Thess. i1, for ex-
ample; but in the Epistles (I am not
here speaking of the Apocalypse) it is
not so much a message delivered, but
the Spirit of God down here, ag being
the soul of the body of the Church,
entering into everything. Paul tells
out all his thoughts, his affections, his
consolations, and all that he feels. He
not merely gives the details of Church
order and discipline, but all the sym-

athies and trials of every day domestic
ife. Take this epistle to Phileron, for
instance, where the Spirit enters into all
circumstances of receiving back a run-
away slave, who had run away from his
master ; and tells us in what spirit he
is to be received back by his master.
The Holy Ghost leads into the high
and deep counsels of God, and also
into all the minute details of the saints’
wallk down here. ¢ Christ that de-
scended is the same also that ascended
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up far above all heavens, that he might
fill all things.” The Holy Ghost there-
fore enters into them all, that He may
bring them into the every-day walk of
the saints; not by way of message
sent to men, like the prophets of old;
nor yet as servants, by way of com-
mandment ; but by entering into us as
sons, TFor the Son of God having
passed sinlessly through all the circum-
stances down here, the Holy Ghost
enters into them also, that He may
show them unto us in every difficulty
through which we may be called to
pass. And this it is which forms part
of Christ’s glory. Were it not so, as
human beings, men down here, we
should be without Christ. But thus
the Holy Ghost consecrates the whole
heart, thoughts, and ways of a man
to God in Christ. While unfolding
and bringing us into connexion with
all the riches of God’s counsels, it is
remarkable how the Spirit of - God con-
nects those mightiest things with the
most minute. We are so thoroughly
and entirely brought into the new
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creation, being dead and risen with
Christ, that we cannot properly touch
a single subject without bringing
Christ info it. See the word to ser-
vants in Titus 11, 10: “ Not purloining,
but showing all good fidelity, that they
may adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things.”” This shows the
way in which the Holy Ghost enters
into everything, bringing into every
detail the fulness of Christ; thus
humbling the man, and yet exa1t1ng
him, too, as partaker with Christ. Itis
in virbue of this connexion with Christ
that every direction is given as to the
long hair and head-dresses of the
women, in connexion with Headship.
“The head of every man is Christ, and
the head of the woman is the man, and
the head of Christ is God.” So also
the servants’ not purloining is in con-
nexion with “the grace of God that
bringeth salvation.”” Again, when the
mind of the Lord is given as to
women speaking in the Church, the
whole mind and thoughts of God
about Adam and Eve are brought out.
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If we look into the word of God,
we shall be astonished at the way in
which the Spirit of God takes the soul
up to Christ, and uses Him inall these
things that are brought oubt in the
New Testament.

BOLDNESS TO ENTER INTO
THE HOLIEST BY THE
BLOOD OF JESUS.

Hebrews x.

The gospel sets the conscience ab
rest, and gives perfect peace with God.
God made man upright, and so there
ever is in man a chinging to goodness.
But the fact is, that the more upright
I am while under the law the less hope
I have ; though where the Spirit of God
is working there is always a glimmer
of hope. Yet we must remember that
the gospel is not setting hope before a
man, but actually revealing salvation.
The gospel so perfectly sets the con-
science at rest, while bringing into the
very presence of God, that while we
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see that we are utterly lost, we see also
that the perfect answer is given by God
to the conscience ; and the sinner, once
condemned, is brought to God, stand-
ing in perfect righteousness.

To bring the conscience into the
presence of God it must be perfect.
Grod cannot brook sin, and an unpurged
conscience cannot stand in His pre-
sence. So there never can be perfect
peace until it is understood that the
question of righteousness is settled ;
only then is unhindered communion
established. But then how blessed!
Stumbling as we are, failing as we are,
in conflict as we may be, between us
and God there is not a cloud, not a
question. We joyin God! It isnot
a question, then, of seeing whether a
man can be presently saved—whether
we can get a standing before God; we
are set there on the ground of what
Christ is, in the unclouded brightness
of the presence of God.

Dear reader, let me ask you, Is your
conscience purged in the presence of
God? If it is, you do not want help
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to stand in the presence of God to-
morrow ; you are there to-day. Your
privilege 18 to be spotless before God
now. When brought there how happy
we are, how blessed! His own grace
has brought us near to Himself, and
set us there cleansed. Boldness is
given us to enter into His presence,—
into the holiest of all. How do we get
there ?  Because “ He has put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself.” ¢ By
himself he has purged our sins.”” If
done by Himself, how perfectly done!
By Himself we enter, through the rent
veil. '

The work of the Lord Jesus Christ
has so entirely put away the sin that I
was guilty of, that I enter into God’s
presence. God has been glorified by
my entrance there, by the putting
away of my sin. It is by virtue of the
sacrifice that I am in the presence of
God. And what is its virtue ? The
putting away of sin. There is no more
memorial of sin before God. What is
there, then, before God ? Christ is
there. There is always a memorial of
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righteousness. I, too, am there by
virtue of an eternal righteousness
before God, a righteousness which en-
ables to enter heaven itself, and not
only this, but which enables to enjoy
God Himself. There the soul gets
confidence, and learns how God has
ordered everything for the soul’s en-
joyment of Himself. There righteous-
ness gives strength to enjoy His love;
the love that brought me there, and
brought me, too, with an unclouded
conscience. The hecart that knows
this cannot do without Him,— we joy
in God:” and the result is we want
to walk with Him. He gives an eter-
nal redemption, an eternal righteous-
ness. I not only get peace, but rest.
I not only live by Him, but walk with
Him ; and, abiding in His presence,
walk in the light, knowing that the
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin.
The high priest stood because his work
was not perfect ; Jesus sat down, and
Tam at rest. Where? In the pre-
sence of Gtod, and by that which rent
the veil, the blood-shedding of Jesus.
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And now I am not waiting to have my
conscience purged, but waiting for
Jesus from heaven.

You will know no rest, until you
have no hope left of being better to-
morrow than you are to-day. When
the conseience and Gtod come together,
and not till then do we know that we
are saved. This is the ground of walk
with God. TFor communion is inter-
rupted by sin. A light thought cannot
be had in communion with God.

It is the blood that makes the con-
science perfect. Has not God accepted
Christ ? I go with His blood before
Gtod, and I am cleansed, and I worship
and adore God. He saw me a slave to
sin and Satan, and redeemed me. I
am in the house by virtue of what He
has done. I never should have been
there had He not washed me in the
blood of the Lamb. I should have
fled from God. But He brought me
in ; not in my rags, but in the very best
robe; and I got rest, and peace, and
joy, because God has given me all that
18 good in Christ, and put out of my
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sight all that is bad in me. The Lord
give us to know how to abide in His
presence. In this lies the secret of all
strength.

PLANTING IN GRACE.
Ephesians ii.

The planting of the soul in grace is the
withering of the principle of legality.
The principle of blessing for service is
really horrible. Am I never to do an ac-
tion but to one who deservesit ? Isthe
blessing God gives to be measured by
what I deserve? What I deserve is
condemnation, and the knowledge of
this by the Holy Ghost withers up this
self-righteousness, and throws me over
on grace. Thus I get to know God.

In the first three verses of this
chapter we get our whole history, all
that we were according to God. “You
hath he quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins; wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course
of this world,”” This world is Satan’s
world, and now it is given up to judg-
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ment. The condemnation of the world
is a settled thing. In 1 Cor. xi, it is
said that believers are chastened of the
Lord, that they may not be condemned
with the world. The world is thus a
finally condemned thing ; and this too
gince Christianity began. For until
Christ was rejected, God was going on
with the world; but the crucifixion of
His Son proved, that by nature men
were children of wrath. Then again, we
were, besides, under the power of Satan,
and fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind. Well, it is all this
that casts usupon God. And what we
want is to be cast upon God. When
we are entirely thrown upon God, He
takes us out of the whole thing.

This is what we get in the fourth
verse. There the apostle turns at
once over to the other end, passing
over regeneration, &ec., and showing
another spring of blessing altogether.
He turns the eye away from every-
thing in man, and shows us what God
is. “But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved
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us, even when we were dead in sing,
hath quickened wus together with
Chrisgt.” TFirst, we have God rich in
merey ; and then the power by which
He has quickened us together with
Christ; Christ being looked at as dead
for our sins. 'What He has done for
me in Christ is the way I come to
know what God is, and I delight in it.
I delight in what Grod is: of course, I
must have the nature to understand it—
love ; this we have, and so we under-
stand that what God is for us is love.
The more we are cleared from mere
nature, the morewe understand Christ’s
ways, why He did things, and how He
did things. What was He in the
world? Why ? Everybody’s servant,
no matter what they were. Dear me!
I say, Is this God? Yes! He hath
declared Him. What a new set of
thoughts and feelings this produces in
the soul! God’s nature becomes
worked into it. There is anindividual
link of the soul with God; and it is
life eternal to know God thus. It may
be that a person cannot explain it, but
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he has got i6. Ttisakind of reasoning
for which human reasoning is not a
match. Thus the soul comes to know
the wondrous blessed harmony of what
God is for itself, because, in Christ, He
has condescended to every want and
weakness.

In the end of the chapter we have
the Spirit as the power by which we
have access through Christ to the
Father, with all this revelation of
God, full unhindered intercourse with
Him. It is the Spirit of God who re-
veals God’s nature to me and in me,
and so makes my heart answer to the
love of God, for Grod is love. And just
as the love comes down, my heart goes
up. What a divine character of com-
munion! It is true worship. Itis the
divine up-flowing answer to divine
down-flowing love.

And besides this individual commu-
nion with God, we are indissolubly
united toone Head,—*“builded together
in him for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.”” Thus there is
unity and fellowship. Thus every in-
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dividual is indissolubly bound to every
other. You have not one Holy Ghost
and I another. So far as I have life
in Christ, I have it for myself, and not
for another, but it is the same Holy
Ghost in all. As there is one soul in
the body, so there is one Holy Ghost
in the body.

Thus God has wrought in us indi-
vidually, and, besides, by one Spirit
builded us together. He has awakened
and created us anew by this glowing
and blessed revelation of Himself.
‘What a thing it is to know God in this
way !

‘What is especially important is this
individual communion with God; and
we grow in this by studying that which
produces it, what God 18 in Christ.

“ He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper : but whoso confesseth and for-
saketh them shall find merey.” (Prov.
xxviii, 18.)



“THE WORD OF EXHORTA-
TION.”

Hebrews i—iv.
(Continued from page 75.)

It is not the exposition of the doe-
trines of the epistle that is here pur-
sued, but the exhortations founded upon
the doctrines. -

The deductions from seripture and
practical exhortations of the most de-
voted and spiritual may sometimes be
wide of the mark, or at least may fail
to present that which is the real point
of importance ; but in the exhortations
and deductions we are about to follow,
the Spirit of God has, in each case,
without question, presented the very
point of truth it is of the deepest
moment for our souls to heed, and the
‘absolute practical use which should be
made of each of the various statements
that are presented in the epistle.

As to the exhortation itself, it com-
mences ab chap. ii, verse 1,—* There-
fore we ought to give the more earnest

YOL. 11. G
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heed to the things which we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them
slip. For if the word spoken by an-
gels was stedfast, and every transgres-
sion and disobedience received a just
recompense of reward; how shall we
escape if we neglect so great salvation
which at the first began to be spoken
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
us by them that heard him; God also
bearing them witness, both with signs
and wonders, and with divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according
to his own will #° This exhortation na-
turally flows from the subject of the
first chapter, which is the presentation
of the dignity and intrinsic glory of
the person of God’s Son, by whom the
mind of God is now communicated.
For He “hath in these last days spoken
to us by %és Son.”” But it will be ob-
served that all that is here ascribed to
the Son is ascribed to Him as the man
who had been known here on earth in
humiliation, and sorrow, and death ; but;
who in truth was the Prophet from
among their brethren, whom God had
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raised up unto them. It is the oppo-
site point of presentation to that which
is given in the first chapter of John,
There it is what He was essentially
from the beginning, before He was ma-
nifested in humiliation. Here it is
the ascription of all that was true
there, to Him who was known as so-
journing here on earth; whose glory
was hidden when here below, but 18
now unveiled, that we may know wao
it is by whom God has spoken, and
by whose faithfulness and worth the
glory of God has been accomplished,
and the salvation and blessing of His
people eternally secured.

Formerly God had spoken by His
prophets, and their message was in-
vested with all the authority of the
word of the Lord; but now it is the
Sox who takes the place of Prophet,
or communicator of God’s mind.
¢ Therefore we ought to give the more
earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip.” “God has in these
last days spoken to us by his Son.”
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One who was far above prophets, and
above angels (as is argued in the chap-
ter) the appointed heir of all things,
as He is the maker and upholder of
all things, the brightness of God’s
glory, and the express image of His
Person. He it is by whom God now
speaks, and His dignity and glory, as
well as the subject of His communica-
tions, demand for Him a solemn and
heedful attention. It is not of judg-
ment that God now speaks, as in the
days of Noah, nor of the requisitions
of His holiness, as in the fiery law
which was given through the mediation
of Moses, but it is of accomplished sal-
vation that He speaks by His Son.
For it was “when he had by himself
purged our #ins, he sat down on the
right hand of the majesty on high;”’
thus attaching all the dignity and glory
of His person to the work He has ac-
complished, (so giving eternal rest
to our souls,) as well as to the message
He delivers, and thus investing it with
supreme authority. “We ought to
give the more earnest heed to the
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things which we have heard. There is
a double principle of responsibility
here, that which belongs to all men
who have heard the gospel—for God
has spoken by His Son, and man’s care-
lessness cannot undo that—and He
will hold them responsible for the ac-
ceptance or rejection of the message
He has delivered. “ For how shall we
escape if we neglect so great salvation,
which at the first began to be spoken
by THE Lorp.” But there is also that
which belongs to those who have be-
lieved, that they give a heedful atten-
tion to the things which they have
heard, that they may retain, in all their
brightness, and in all their force, by
the power of faith, the things which
they have heard, and which have been
thus communicated. ILet the one and
the other think what they are doing
if, either in whole or in part, they are
neglecting this great salvation. A sal-
vation, as it is insisted on, which first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed by the apostles, God
also giving His attestation, and the
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Holy Ghost setting His seal to its
proclamation, by the wonders that He
wrought.

Let me ask, Is there no need for
this exhortation ? 'What can be thought
of the fate of the man who neglects
what God, by His own Son, has pro-
claimed ? ~ What the condition of him
who mneglects a salvation that could
alone be accomplished by the mission,
and sorrows, and sufferings, and death
of God’s Son? What also the folly
of the believer who, through negligence,
or worldliness, or the indulgence of the
flesh, allows these bright and blessed
revelations to escape from his mind ?
Does not the condition of those who
profess the gospel merely, and in
great part of those by whom it has
been received, through grace, pro-
claim aloud the deep necessity for this
exhortation to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them slip

God will vindicate His word when
spoken by angels; but much more will
He visit for the outraged dignity and the
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rejected love of His Son; for the despisal
of that grace which flows alone from
His glory, His sufferings, and Xlis
death!

It is a serious thing for men to
neglect their own salvation, and it 1s a
legitimate thing to reason with them
on the hopelessness of the condition,
which such a neglect involves. But
there is something deeper than this
presented here; it is the neglect of
God’s salvatmn the neglect of that
intervention of merey, which can aloune
render it possible for any sinner to
appear in the presence of God. This
is another idea than the neglect of my
own well-being. It is the neglect of
God, of His glory, of His holiness, of
His authority, of His grace, of IHis
love, of the provisions of His mercy,
the neglect of the salvation accom-
plished 1n sorrow and suffering, by His
only begotten Son, and is now pro-
claimed, through the testimony of the
Holy Ghost, sent down from above.

Bat if the dignity of the Son, as the
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communicator of God’s mind, forms
the basis of the exhortation to give a
more earnest heed to the things which
He has spoken; the grace of His
heart, in associating those with Himself
of whom He is the Captain of salva-
tion—their rightful deliverer—is the
ground of the exhortation, to consider
Him who sustains for them the offices
of Apostle and High Priest.

He who, in the world to come, or in
the habitable earth in a future age, is
to be set, as the Son of man, supreme
over all the works of God’s hands,
reaches this place of exaltation, through
suffering, and humiliation, and death.
Not that He personally needed this,
but if He is to associate others with
Him, if He is to bring many sons to
glory, He must, as the Captain of their
salvation, be made perfect through
sufferings. For there was that to be
met, which the holiness of God and
the claims of His justice required, as
well as the accomplishment of the
results of grace, in bringing many sons
to glory. Hence it is said, that “he
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who sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one; for which
cause he is not ashamed to call them
brethren.”” He so accomplished His
work that the sanctified are brought
into the same position as Himself, who
i8 the sanctifier. There is one sanctifi-
cation for Him and for them; for the
holiness of God’s presence could admit
of no other -standard. He is the
accomplisher of this sanctification ; be-
lievers are the participants of it; but
it is the same sanctification, or setting
apart, and on the same grounds. Hence
the Lord says, in John xvii, “ For their
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also
may be truly sanctified.” Wondrous
position! Wondrous grace! But “it
became Him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the Cap-
tain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.”” Thus alone it is that He
can call them brethren. He came
down in grace to their condition that
He might raise them to His. The
children were partakers of flesh and
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blood ; and He partakes of flesh and
blood. We were under the power of
sin; and He Himself purged our sins.
We were under the power of death,
and He submits Himself to that power;
and in the very domain of death con-
quers for us; and by His resurrection
delivers from the fear of death those
who were subject to its bondage. In
grace, He who, as the Son, was all that
the first chapter declares, “ was in all
points made Iike unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God.”
It behoved Him to take this place,
that He might maintain our position
before God, and, in sympathy, minis-
ter the needed grace to us here below.

On all this is based the exhortation,
““ wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of
the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our pro-
fession, Christ Jesus.”

This title of “holy brethren” is
thus bestowed on all believers, and
its foree is seen by a reference to the
11th and 12th verses of the chapter,
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where it is said of Christ, that *“ He is
not ashamed to call them brethren,
saying, I will declare thy name unto my
brethren.” This declaration of God’s
name, by Christ, to His brethren, is
presented in its wondrous bearing by
the Lord when, after He was risen from
the dead, He said to Mary Magdalene,
“Go tell my brethren, I ascend unto
my Father and yowr Father, unto my
God and your God.” This is the
blessed title of the relationship which
God bears toward every poor sinner
saved through the grace of Christ. It
is no place of assumption for believers,
nor is it a title to which attainments
may give a claim. It is the place and
title which Christ’s grace establishes
for those who know Him in the reality
of His sufferings, His humiliation, and
death. The position of Him whose
calling they obey gives its character to
theirs, whether viewed in relation to
their inheritance above, or to their
sojourn here below. It is not an
earthly, but a heavenly calling that
believers are brought into by Christ.
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Called from earth to heaven, they are
to know the place of Him who is the
Captain of their salvation and the first-
born among many brethren.

The exhortation is to consider Christ
in the two offices which are here ex-
pressed, the apostle and high priest
of our profession, offices which are
shadowed forth by the position toward
Israel of Moses and Aaron. The pro-
fession of Christianity, in distinction
from the law, is based upon the fact
that God has spoken to us from heaven,
through Christ, who is the apostle of
our profession; and that we have
a High Priest in heaven who accom-
plished eternal redemption by His own
blood-shedding while here on earth.
The point of the exhortation is to con-
sider who it is that sustains these
offices, and how competent He is to the
discharge of all which they imply. He
was faithful to Him that appointed
Him, as Moses was faithful ; but He
was as much above Moses as the owner
of the house ig higher than he who is
but a servant, though faithful, in the
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house. Christ was the builder of the
house, and thus has more honour than
the house. He was the builder of all
things ; and “ He that built all things 18
Gop.” Thus, by the simplest human
footsteps, (if I may so speak,) are we
led upward to see this blessed lowly
One, who was not ashamed to call us
brethren, sustaining theoffice of apostle,
or communicator of God’s mind, and
the High Priest of our profession, as
bringing us into God’s presence by
virtue of His accomplished sacrifice,
not merely as “a son over his own
house,”” the Head and Lord of that
house; but as the sovereign Creator
of all things, the eternal God!

These offices were familiar to the
Hebrews ; they had their typical pre-
sentation in Moses, the prophet of the
Lord, and in Aaron, who was the con-
secrated high priest; but they are now
sustained by Him who is at once in
grace the first-born among many bre-
thren, and in intrinsic glory the Son
of God, and Creator and upholder of
all things.
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Christ having been thus presented
in these offices, of which Moses and
Aaron presented the illustration, be-
lievers are at once viewed as morally
in the wilderness, and on their journey
to a fubure rest, as Israel, under the
leadership of Moses and Aaron, were
travelling through the desert to the
rest of Canaan. Redemption from
Egypt and the passage of the Red Sea,
in their immediate effect, only put the
people of Israel in the wilderness;
however they were journeying toward
the promised rest. So the Hebrews
are reminded that this higher redemp-
tion, by the blood of Christ, and His
taking the place of immediate authority
over them, in its present effect, is but
to make them pilgrims through the
world, in the hope and expectation of
a future rest, of which Canaan was but
a type. Thus the whole wilderness
history of Israel, with its temptations
and provocations, is made to bear on
the position of the believer in the
world ; and lessons of practical warn-
ing, in the contemplation of that his-
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tory, rise up at every step. Fow* these
things happened to them for ensamples,
and are written for our admonition,
on whom the ends of the world are
come.” But the two special points of
exhortation here selected are against
unbelief and sin; and unbelief comes
first. These were the two evils which
gshut Israel out of Canaan, and caused
their carcasses to fall in the wilderness.
The effect of unbelief is noted in the
core of its baneful effect, as leading
the soul to depart from the living God.
It is the evil heart of unbelief which
departs from the living God. Tt is not
said, an evil heart of unbelief which
will hinder your progress, which will
weaken you in conflict, which will
bring leanness into your souls,—all
these things will indeed result from
the master effect of unbelief,—but that
effect is described as leading to a de-
parture from the living God. Israel’s
whole strength in the desert was that
God was with them; but unbelief lost
sight of this great truth, and lost all
the springs of strength which flow
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from its vecognition; and it left its
victims, as to their carcasses, to fall in
the wilderness,instead of entering upon
the pleasant land. But unbelief pre-
pares the way for sin ; for if the sense
of God’s presence be lost, where is
the check to the unbridled indulgence
of the desires of a heart that is n its
very character enmity against God.
“In thy presence we are happy,
In thy presence we're secure,
In thy presence all afflictions
We can easily endure.
In thy presence we can conquer,
We can suffer, we can die,
Wandering from thee we are feeble,
Let thy love then keep us nigh.”

But mutual exhortation is introduced
in connexion with the danger of the
heart being hardened through the de-
ceitfulness of sin. “ Exhort one another
daily, while it is called to-day, lest any
of you be hardened through the de-
ceitfulness of sin.”” The reason of this
is plain, for if Israel be the congrega-
tion of the Lord, then each person of
that congregation 1is responsible to
guard against the power of sin. An
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Tsraclite cannot sinalone. Achan may
alone be occupied with the golden wedge
and the Babylonish garment, but all
Israel has to bear the consequence of
his sin.

Grod’s redemptionand Christ’s leader-
ship set believers in a mutual relation-
ship to one another; and it is this
which gives its force to the exhorta-
tion, “exhort one another daily, lest
any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.”

How correctly does the word-of God
delineate the effect of unbeiief, in lead-
ing away from God’s presence; and
the character of sin as deceitful in its
approaches, insidious in its advances,
and, when yielded to, preparing for
worse results by its hardening effect
upon the soul! It is not the effect of
sin merely that it deceives the heart
into that which is contrary to God
and its own peace, but it blinds and
hardens against all that which the
power of divine grace and the ungrieved
Spirit of God would make it impressi-
ble to. In the wilderness, then, the
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two great dangers are, unbelief and sin.
Unbelief which carries out of God’s
presence, and sin which hardens the
heart against all that is according to
God, and necessarily brings His judg-
ment.

But as the end of Israel’s redemp-
tion was not the wilderness, but
Canaan, though the wilderness must be
passed through to reach it; so it is not
in this world that the believer is to
find his rest, but his hopes and his
aims are to be directed onward to the
rest that lies beyond. Hence, because
there is this rest, which God has pro-
vided, we are led to the exhortation,
(iv, 1,) “TLet us therefore fear, lest a
promise being left us of entering into
his rest, any of you should seem to
come short of it.”” There is a promise
left us of this rest, and the exhortation
is designed to bring the heart so under
the power of this promise as to induce
the believer to be always journeying
onward, until he reaches its accomplish-
ment. As the apostle says, ¢ one thing
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1 do, forgetting the things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high eall-
ing of Grod in Christ Jesus.”

Israel formerly were those who had
the promise and the tidings of this
rest—the rest of Canaan. Believers
now are the persons that are entering
upon this rest. Asitis stated, “ Unto
us was the gospel preached, as well
as unto them;’ or, more properly,
“we have been evangelized of a rest,”
“or have had the tidings announced of
a rest, as well as they.”” In a word,
believers have displaced Israel, as to
-the wilderness and Canaan, which were
but types, and they are admonished
not to follow Israel's example, who
when they heard from the spies the
tidings of the rest, refused to believe
their report, and to go up and possess
the land. “For we who have be-
lieved do enter into rest, as he said, 1
have sworn in my wrath, if they shall
enter into my rest.”

It is plain that it is not about the
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gospel of salvation that the apostle is
arguing in these verses, but is drawing
a parallel betwen Israel’s position and
the believer’s, in relation to a rest of
which Canaan is taken as a type. But
it is Cop’s rest that is now in
question ; a rest that is worthy of
God; a rest, not only for the believer
himself, but in which God will parti-
cipate. The sabbath rest, at the close
of the works of creation, presented its
first expression, though man through
sin had never reached it. Still “the
works were finished from the foundation
of the world,” and the intimation that
God intended to associate those whom
He blessed with Himself, in this rest,
is expressed in the institution of the
sabbath. Of Israel, in consequence of
their unbelief, God sware that  zhey
should not enter into His rest.” But
their not entering in did not set aside
the rest itself, nor God’s purpose in
relation to it. Hence it is added,
“ geeing therefore it remaineth that
some must enter therein, and they to
whom it was first preached entered not
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in because of unbelief. Again He
limiteth a eertain day, saying, in David
...... to dayif ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.”” This plainly
shows, that Israel not only did not
enter God’s rest, however Canaan
might be a type of it, but even Canaan
itself is to be held, by the elect nation
of God, by another tenure than that
by which they possessed it as brought
in to the land by Joshua. For there is
a double bearing in the words “If
Jesus (or Joshua, as it should be) had
given them rest, He would not have
spoken of another day,” as He does by
David, many ages afterward, in the
Psalms.

The issue of the argument, thus
pursued, is this, that it was not the rest
of creation that is in question, nor the
rest of Canaan, but a rest that is still
future, as it is expressed, “ there re-
maineth therefore a rest (a sabbath rest)
for the people of God.”” The great
sabbath keeping of the people of God
is yet future, and is thus set before us
ag the inspiring object of hope. It is
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God’s rest that is before us, and the
thought of that rest may well quicken
our course onward, through all the
difficulties and dangers of the wilder-
ness which is our present portion.

It need hardly be asserted, that the
believer has not yet entered into God’s
final rest in glory; but the passage
before us is often obscured by the
introduction of the thought of there
being more than one rest spoken of in
this chapter. So far from this being
the case, except as the sabbath and the
rest of Canaan are used as prefigure-
ments of it, the idea throughout is
simply one, namely, that the believer
hag a future rest with God to be
entered upon, as Israel had the hope
of the rest of Canaan to animate them
through the toils of the wilderness.
Hence the consequences of lsrael’s
want of faith, in regard to the hope of
Canaan, are urged upon us, as a reason
for never losing sight of that hope,
which is given o encourage us in our
course through the world. That the
rest is future is argued from the very
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condition of the believer. For if we
had already entered on this rest, we
should have ceased from our labours,
as God rested from His works in
creation, when the sabbath was come.
But, instead of this being the case,
we are in a condition to need the
exhortation to diligence, in ever press-
ing toward it. “Let us labour, there-
fore, to enter into that rest, lest any
man fall after the same example of
unbelief.”

1t is not salvation, or the rest of the
soul in the finished work of Christ,
that is here spoken of. For he says,
“we who have believed do enter into
rest;”” that is, believers are the persons
who are now entering upon that rest.
The people of God are to be the
possessors of it. Therefore, he exhorts
the Hebrews, as believers, to labour
toward that rest, and not to repeat the
gad history of their fathers, who though
called out of Egypt to the rest of
Canaan, through unbelief came short
of it. :

“We are saved by hope;” and the
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believer, whose course is not animated
by its constant operation, in regard to
the future rest of God, will assuredly
in his course “ seem to come short of it.”

Would that there were less that is
equivocal in our course, as to its final
object! for, in very truth, the salvation
of the soul may, through the grace of
Christ, be secured; and the hope of
heaven, as to individual happiness, may
not be altogether absent ; while, with
regard to this final rest of God, there
may be so little of the power of hope,
that many a one may seem to come
short of it.

But if unbelief and sin, and the
effects of them, in Israel’s coming short
of Canaan, be noticed, and a warning
raised for us on this foundation, it may
be asked, by what means is such an
issue to be avoided, in regard to those
who are now in question? God hag
provided the means to prevent this
issue. The word and the priesthood of
Christ are introduced,in this connexion,
as God’s instruments for bringing His



THE WORD OF EXHORTATION, 121

people through the wilderness. The
word reaches the very springs of un-
belief and apostacy, and lays the soul
bare under the all-searching eye of
God. The priesthood of Christ is God’s
provision to meet the condition of
those who are thus searched and con-
victed by the word, from the edge of
which nothing can escape.

The law was sufficient to detect
Israel’s overt acts of apostacy, and to
condemn that idolatry which was the
expression of their departure from God;
but the word, now, in its searching
power, does not stop at the outward
act, but reaches to the detection of
every secret spring of action, every de-
parture in heart or affection from the
Lord, from which apostacy takes its
rise, as It is written, “ thou hast for-
saken thy first love.”

Believers have now to do with God’s
final revelation of His grace and holi-
ness, and hence nothing that is con-
trary to the perfect light of God’s pre-
sence can be allowed. “ All things are
made manifest and reproved by the
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light.> The law demanded holiness
from man, in whose flesh dwelt no good
thing, but as it did not minister right-
eousness or life, which man’s condition
required, in order to his having to do
with God, the demand could not be
met, and the curse of the law was the
only possibleresult. But now the min-
istration of grace is in truth a minis.
tration of righteousness, in order to
deliverance from condemnation; and
the ministration of life, through which
we have not alone deliverance from
death, but the participation of a na-
ture from which holiness must be the
issue and the result. “ We are made
partakers of the divine nature.”
Christ is our life.

Hence the word is presented in its ab-
solute searching power, penetrating to
the hidden recesses of the heart, divid-
ing between the soul and spirit, dis-
cerning the very thoughts and intents
of the heart. This is what the word
of God is; and this is its action on
the soul of the believer. It is the
expression of God’s living thoughts;
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it ig the instrument by which He makes
His own presence felt. Hence the
transition from the written word, and
its searching power, as expressed in
verse 12, to the immediate eye of God,
in verse 18, where 1t is said, “ neither
is there any creature that is not mani-
fest in his sight; but all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of him
with whom we have to do.”

Now if this be the province of the
word, and this the range of its search-
ing power, plainly its detecfions will
be such as to cast the soul into utter
despair, if there were nothing found
in the ministrations of grace to meet
that which the word discovers in the
soul. For what is this inquisition in
the soul ? It is the unmitigated de-
mand, not only that there should be no
wrong action, but no wrong affection,
no thought of the mind, no intention
of the heart, no affection in excess, but
that all in the motives, and purposes,
and aims of the soul, shall be such as
to accord with the holiness of Him of
whom it is said, that “God is light,



124 THE GIRDLE OF TRUTH.

and in him is no darkness at all.”” The
edge of this sword pierces through
every subterfuge, defies the vain attempt
which the heart often makes to disguise
its motives, and, like. the sacrificial
knife, separates the very joints and
marrow, and discovers every latent
spring of action, laying bare every
feeling which the heart would never
have the courage to confess even to
itself.

But this searching inquisition of the
word, this inexorable scrutiny of the
soul, in order that there may be truth
in the inward parts, is the very ground
for the necessity of the introduction of
the priesthood of Christ. This is the
moral connexion between the word and
the priesthood of Christ, viewed in
their practical bearing on the believer’s
walk 1n phe presence of God.

It will be remembered that when the
law had condemned, and when Israel’s
departures from the Lord had brought
them under*His judgment, and there
seemed no other possible issue to their
murmurings but, either the entire with-
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drawal of God’s presence from the
camp, or their destruction, that God
mntroduces the rod of Aaron’s priest-
hood, which was the symbol of living
and efficacious grace: as is seen in
Numbers xvii, 10: “And the Lord
said unto Moses, Bring Aaron’s rod
again before the testimony, to be kept
for a token against the rebels; and
thou shalt quite take oway their mur-
murings from me, that they die nog.”’
For as Moses, the representative of the
law, did not bring them into possession
of the inheritance; but Joshua, the
type of Christ as Captain of salvation;
80 neither was it the rod of power—
even of God’s power, which Moses
wielded—but the rod of priesthood,
Aaron’s rod which budded, in which
grace has its special exercise—that
brings the people, in spite of all their
provocations, through the wilderness.
So is it now. Itis the priesthood of
Christ that gives practical power to
walk with God in the requirements of
His holiness, as well as imparts the
grace that is needed to meet our un-
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numbered failures, as brought to light
by the power of that word by which
we are searched.

Most interesting is it to see the
difference of the two exhortations, based
upon the two aspects of Him who sus-
taing this priesthood. Verse 14, “ See-
ing that we have a great high priest that
is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us kold fast our pro-
Jession.” Verses 15, 16, “ We have not
an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities, but
was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtmin mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.”

It is the greatness of the High Priest,
and the place of the exercise of His
priesthood, that are presented as the
ground of the exhortation, “let us
hold fast our profession.’” The high
priest who sustains the ground of this
profession is “ Jesus, the Sox oF Gop,”
who has passed into the heavens, to
exercise His priesthood for us, in the
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immediate presence of God. “For
every high priest taken from among
men is ordained for men in things per-
taining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins. . . . . So
also Christ glorified not himself to be
made an high priest ; but he that said
unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day have
I begotten thee. . . . . Called of God
an high priest atter the order of Mel-
chisedec.” (Heb.v, 1, 5, 10.)

It has been shown that it is God
with whom we have to do, and that
it is in His presence, from which no-
thing can be hid, that we have to walk.
And when the light of the word has
shown us what we are, and what is in
our hearts, and at the same time dis-
closes the presence of God, before
whom all this is made manifest, there
is nothing left for the soul but to shrink
back from the light, and throw up all
profession of having to do with God.
It is felt, and must be felt, when
searched by this light, if there be no
other link of connexion, association
with God is impossible.” For “what
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fellowship hath light with darkness P
But to meet this convietion the mind
is called to think of the greatness of
its resources and the sure ground of its
confidence, in the greatness of the high
priest of our profession. He on whose
sacrifice this confidence is based is the
Son of God, who by Himself bas
purged our sins, and in all the efficacy
of His atoning sacrifice, and the virtue
of His blood-shedding, has passed into
the heavens; and on the ground of
what He is in Himself, and what His
sacrifice has accomplished, He main.
tains our position in the presence of
God. Allow that the word will not
pass by the least shade of sin in my
soul without condemnation ; allow that
it makes me jfeel that “in me, that is
in my flesh, there dwelleth no good
thing,” and that Y am in the light where
nothing can be hid,—is that a reason
for seeking to evade the light, or for the
despair which would lead me to throw
up my profession ? If, indeed, I were
left under the naked dissection of the
word, when it had done its work in my
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conscience, I might, and must, be thus
hopeless ; but when my eye is turned
to what Jesus is, and what e has ac-
complished, and what His position in
heaven for me before God is, then I
feel the force of the exhortation, “let
us hold fast our profession.” For well
can He sustain the ground of that pro-
fession, since it is based alone upon
what He has accomplished : “ He suf-
fered for sins once, the just for the
unjust, that he nnght bring us to God.”
Self-abhorrent as may be my feelings,
when viewing what the light of the
word has discovered—for I must say
with Job, “now mine eye seeth thee, I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes”—still, when it is turned from
what the light has discovered in me to
what that same light shows to be in
Christ, in the presence of God for me,
my heart is reassured, and I learn
practically on what ground it is I can
alone hold fast my profession.

But if the greatness and the position
of our High Priest forbid the letting go
I
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our profession, because He is able to
sustain the ground of it, there is also
the other side, namely, His personal
acquaintance with our condition, and
the sympathy of His heart, which are
presented in order to give boldness
under every discouragement. We are
encouraged to come to Him, not to
soothe us merely by His kindness, or
to comfort us by the power of His
sympathy, but asto the head and source
of all grace, to draw from Him those
supplies which will enable the soul
practically to walk in the light, as God
1s in the light. His sympathy and
knowledge of our condition—* for we
have not a high priest which cannot be
touched by the feeling of our infirmi-
ties, but was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin ’—are pre-
sented to view, not as in themselves to
be rested in, but as the certain ground
of His ability and willingness to ex-
ercise toward -us all that active grace
which He knows our condition and
circumstances require. There is not a
single evil that the word detects in my
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beart for which I cannot find in Christ
the very needed grace that shall enable
me to overcome it; and it is on this
ground the eshortation is presented,
“let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need’—the pity which His heart
alone can adequately feel, and the help
which His love is ever ready to bestow
“To come to the throne of grace’
is a phrase that is often used, as if
it applied only to the act of ordmary
prayer. It is true that when prayer
leads me to call upon the Lord,
I do find that He is seated upon
the throne of grace; but the thought
here expressed is far different from
that which is suggested by the use of
the ordinary phrase. If is not merely
that God is gracious, and will hear our
prayers, and therefore we may wait
upon Him with confidence; but it is
the presentation of Christ as the head
and fountain of sovereign grace and
goodness to communicate, combined
with all that perfect sympathy which
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results from the place He took in re-
demption, and which reigns eternally
in His heart, in order to draw our
hearts constantly and with confidence
to Himself, that we may find the blessed -
springs of mercy ever flowing, to cheer
and strengthen us amidst the diffi-
culties, and temptations, and sorrows,
of our course.

The boldness with which we are ex-
horted to come springs from the cha-
racter of Him through whom we draw
nigh to God; and the very office He
sustains has its fitbing exercise in the
communication of the gracious help
we need. The sympathy that knows
exactly how to meet my necessities, and
that encourages my heart, because of the
relationship which, through grace, He
who feels thissympathy sustainstowards
me, is the very provision which God
bas made for what His word and holy
presence make manifest in our hearts:
the whole effect of being thus searched
by the light resulting in a practical
acquaintance with the infinite grace
of Him who for wus sustains the
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office of a merciful and faithful high
riest.

I do not come to Christ to exercise
His sympathy toward me, to make my
conscience easy in the continuance of
that which the light of the word con-
demns, but to derive from Him the
very grace and strength to overcome all
that by which my conscience has been
oppressed, as searched by that word
which is “quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

H EKKAH=IA—THE ASSEMBLY.

The assembly is the same in the
elements of its constitution as the
whole Church, but with the blessing
that it is acted on by all that God may
send in any part of the whole body, by
gift, or by correction needing to be
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brought home to it. 'What is necessary
to it 18 truth andlove in the Spirit, and
a pressing forward, which will be the
greatest reproof of those that lag be-
hind, and thus act as the truest disci-
pline for the remnant in the evil day.
The danger will be felt when it is found
that we cannot wait for those who are
ready to fall away. The end of the
counsels of God in calling the saints
is the glory of Christ, and in having a
body fit to be the company that shall
be about Him in the specialty of His
Sonship ror EvER——His bride. Every
one, then, who, though with the best
intentions, works on any other basis
than this in the saints will, first or last,
be working to his own glory, (I do
not include those who work for their
own interest, seeking their own things,
as must be to their shame,) and is sure
to bring confusion, though he teach
the holiest truth, or follow the truest
form of working. “The end of the com-
mandment is love out of a pure heart
and out of a good conscience, and oub
of faith unfeigned.” The assembly is



THE ASSEMBLY. 135

the school of the individual (having
received the fitness of grace) for the
fulfilment of that character in the
power of the coming of the Lord Jesus,
and is carried out in making him a
perfect member in the relationship of
that love which is “first pure, then
peaceable, and full of good fruits.” The
Church, in its extent, is the expression
of the purpose of God’s grace, looking
to the time of the heading up of all
things ; but it is only where that which
is necessary to it is found that the
thought of God will find a true an-
swer.

In one respect it is not otherwise
in this evil day than at the first. A
conscience exercised by present evil
seeks God, and finding Him in Christ
has found a resolution of every diffi-
culty, a teacher and support in face of
the enemy, and a guiding light in the
darkness.  Christianity, corrupt and
defiled, adopted by and as yet used by
the world, makes no difference whe-
ther Christ and His infinite grace has
become the object of the soul or no;
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but if souls, begotten again by the
word of truth, having the enjoyment
of His grace, and earnestly seeking
their way in practical confession of
Christ, and that He is again to come,
find companions on the way, they are
in need of, as well as are eapable of, en-
joying, in earnest prosecution of their
path, oll that God intended for the
consolidation and advancement of their
faith and love; and God provides it in
His unfailing grace. It is in this very
different from the remnant in the day
of Antichrist, who, though not the
Church, having suffered, reign with
Christ. These are real and faithful
through all proof, in ignorance, but in
a measure of holding out against the
enemy, made wonderful by their igno-
rance; the word, perhaps, hardly known,
but they kept of God in tribulation,
such as never had heen, or should be.
Not so now with the remnant who
keep the truth; beset (at present at
least) with subtlety and falsehood, but
with the word in constant use, amidst
spiritual corruption and dissipation of
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truth, the tendeney of which is to
destroy the peculiarity of the calling
of the saint, and the true defence of
his position. An evil day, therefore,
ever brings with it a more individual
cast of confession and capacity, in de-
pendence on God, of confessing Christ
under very various proof, and therefore
is it said, “keep yourself in the love of
God,” and otherwise to the man of God,
“from such turn away.” But this
never makes any part of the canon of
truth necessary to the Church or saint
less necessary ; while all that is given
of God is necessary, and dependence
on it, ‘“that the man of God be tho-
roughly furnished,” and fit to help
others; mor is the assembly in its
power and offices, according to the
mind of God, less called for; it is to
supply whatever it ever supplied. It
seems to stand last, but that is be-
cause there must be so much to minister
to its right action; but there is omne
great characteristic which constitutes
it at once as such, and that is the faith
of the Holy Ghost, sent as a Person
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at pentecost to be in the body. “ With
them,” says the scripture, in Christ,
in whom He fully dwelt, while Christ
was with them ; but now ¢z them ac-
cording to promise, and fulfilling the
same in every given power to faith and
waiting upon God.

The manifestation of the presence
of God in action was ever by the Holy
Ghost, from creation downwards; but
in all God’s dealings with mankind
lying under sin, the Holy Ghost was
never with man personally dwelling
in him, as on the Holy Ghost being
sent down at pentecost, till Christ,
having worked out the full remedy was,
because victorious, for man, and as
man, at the right hand of God. There
never was obedience or life but by
the Holy Ghost. There was ever life
through Christ believed on; and far-
ther, union with Him by resurrection
from the dead individually, as with
the head, bub not the presence of the
Person of the Holy Ghost. He in His
presence constituted the Church, and
no assembly or agsociation of believers,
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however general, ever did constitute
the Church, nor could do so to the end
of time, nor for eternity. A deference
to this truth can alone constitute the
assembly, or establish its action as
such, “Be it to thee according to
thy faith.” The Church is the ha-
bitation of God, by the Spirit, and not
the habitation of God without Him.
The assembly of afll believers would
not constitute the Church on earth or
in heaven ; but as the Holy Ghost is in
the body on earth, and is sent, and is
ever the same, is it the Church. One
body and one Spirit; and farther, the
operation of membership to the service
of the body, or of individuals of it, rests
on the part of the Church and the as-
sembly being the habitation of God,
and on regard to it. By mur Howry
GHOST IS THE SUBJECTION OF THE
Cuunrcn 1o CURIST IN GLORY.

The Holy Ghost keeps the Church
in possession of the truth of the glory
of Christ, and of who He is. Accord-
ing to the measure of the subjection
to Christ 18 the revelation of the truths
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contained in the word vouchsafed by
the Holy Ghost, and understanding of
it given. Admission to understanding
thus measured was given by Christ
while He was on earth, and now ac-
cording to subjection to Chrlst by the
Holy Ghost.

If the world was convinced of the
righteousness of God, by the coming
of the Holy Ghost, because Christ was
with the Father, the Church, having the
Holy Gthost,and believing in themission
of the Holy Ghost revealing Christ,
will be always convinced of the same.
Giving God the glory of all things,
brings Him forth in His all-sufficiency
to man returned to Him in Christ.

The cleansing from all sin by the
blood of Christ depends on the faith
that in God is “no darkness at all.”
These things wrote the apostle that
we might not sin; but if any man
sin, &c. Because there is individual
communion in any measure, there is
blessing in any truth and grace of God,
18 there not rather the overflowing on
all around in the bond of the Holy
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Ghost ?  Not but there is individual
personal communion beyond what is in
company with the body.

if there is indeed a true love for
Christ it will be manifested in attach-
ment to all the grace that is in Christ.
It is in forwarding of this in souls that
all the relationship of the members is
engaged subject to the Head. To one
ardent of his way, no revelation of his
fanlt is an offence. If Paul, during
his presence with the Philippians, (God
working in the saints to will and to do,)
was suggesting all that was to perfect
them, the fear and trembling in which
they would seek to please God and
abound more and more, in his absence,
were but the fruit of this desire. But
should there be misapprehension of
one’s state in this intercourse of mu-
tual help, if it were private discipline,
it may call for the patience of a saint,
and nothing can bhappen but what the
supply of the Spirit of Christ can turn
to account. The heathen could say
that it was the part of true friendship
diligently to advise and be advised, and
if the Church fails, “ bearing the prize
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in mind,” to take advantage of its grace
to do the same, surely what hope is
there of it? There may be not only
misapprehension of state, but of the
truth of God—here there would be
something to suffer and something to
be done; but nothing need be done
without advantage. * Lift up the hands
that hang down, and the feeble knees.”
Many forget that grace—grace in truth
—is glory begun. Now this course
of edification must presuppose both
individual desire and love of the Spirit
in the body, and the individual seeking
“ to apprehend that for which they were
apprehended in Christ Jesus,”” and de-
siring to know “the power of the resur-
rection,” walking in the light, * being
made conformable to His death.” No-
thing binds souls more together in
love in the Spirit than the honest pur-
pose of seeking truth, and according
to it ““to purify themselves, even as He
is pure.”” I¢ confirms wn the faith, it
admits to the true sense in the full
assurance of understanding of the mys-
tery of God. (See Col.)

I see in love in the Spirit the whole
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of the work of the enemy overthrown.
It is the peculiar characteristic of the
saint redeemed out of the age of en-
mity to God, and the conspiracy
of selfishness, which is but the con-
cealed enmity of the seed of the wicked
one. It is the love of God shed
abroad in the hearts of His own, and
is. full of the peace of God. The
form of this love on earth is that of
brethren in the flesh, attached beyond
the forms of the world, pure and kindly
affectioned, considerate, inclined to
hide shame, compassionate, but in all
things according to the hope of the
presence of Christ.

The day is evil and the Church con-
fused, but the word is light in the dark-
ness, there is no need to stray. We
have but to return to our God; we
find Him where He was, and always
is ; it was we who had strayed.

In the day of the blessed Eliakim
and the worldly Shebna, they pulled
down the houses within to fortify the
wall, “and looked not to the maker
thereof.”” Such indeed has been the
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course of Christianity. In some sort
the way of God has been in the grow-
ing day of evil and of worldliness just
the reverse. God has provided against
such a tendeney in supplying peculiarly,
in such a day, in the development of
the word, all the materials to a saint
for his individual soul. Salvation is
his wall and bulwark. God knoweth
them that are His; but in nearness of
communion, and its power, and a simple
rest on the faithfulness of God—God
transports the soul into Himself, and
hides it there. But even so, is there no
common bond from God for the blessing
of the saints in the bundle of life to-
gether? Is it not the bond of the
Person of the Holy Ghost sent of
God, and to abide for ever? A mere
massive association of Christians is
totally unfit, from weakness, to exhort
one another at the approach of the
evil day ; or else they fall quickly into
the forms of the world, or sink into
corruption. The Holy Ghost sent down
ab pentecost 1s also the earnest of the
inheritance, and keeps the saint oub of
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the world, and supplies the spiritual
need of exhortation in the body. It
is not that less grace is needed, though
in a different relationship of things,
where believers enjoy but little from
God, than when there was danger of
carnal clashing from the abounding of
spiritual gift. The end is the same,
the working out of the state is differ-
ent. The character of love, in its full
negative working against the remnants
of nature in spiritual men is more
needful now than in the days when the
Church had yet her garment of glory
and beauty, so soon lost. “ Love suffer-
eth long, is kind; love behaveth not
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own,
is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re-
joiceth in the truth. Love endurcth
all things.”” Men must be on their way
to bear this, and if they are so, and
have Christ and His grace, in what is
it untrue that God shall supply all
their need according to His riches in
glory in Christ Jesus, members of His
body, and heirs of the kingdom ? Let
E
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them build the inner houses of the
city and their own first. The hus-
bandman must be first partaker of the
fruits.  Gifts—real gifts—are indeed
a blessing of God, but whoso boasteth
bimself (by knowledge and various
talents, perhaps, or various presump-
tions) of a false gift, is like clouds and
winds without rain.

To preach the gospel of grace of the
kingdom and of the glory is still given,
and the night is not far distant. En-
couragement in the hope of the gospel
~—building—refreshing, is dispensed of
Him that abideth for ever. He anoints
the saint, who subjects himself to
Christ—with intelligence of the word
that He has conveyed. He is the ten-
der comforter of the confessor wearied
in conflict, and the strength of his con-
fession.

The apostle 1s gone, and there may
be confusion in the joints and bands,
but while the communion of the saint
cannot be hindered, (nay special pro-
vision made for its depth in the revela-
tions of God’s love,) the Hely CGhost
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gent by Christ from the Father makes
the Church the habitation of God for
ever, and the union of it on earth, by
faith of the ordinance of God in Him-
self—AND 80 OF THE ASSEMBLY~—and
is power from on high for every saint
for the maintenance one of the other
BY FAITH. The assembly is God’s or
the world’s.

FELLOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER
AND THE SON.

Read 1 John i, and ii, 1, 2.

If our hearts were as simple as the word
of God, our perception of its truths would
be as simple and as easy. But it is not so.
In a certain sense it could not be so;
nor ought it to be so, till our hearts and
thoughts are brought into subjection to
God’s thoughts. There will be no sim-
plicity till the conscience is purged; be-
cause, till the soul is brought to God, all
is confusion and darkness on account of
gin. In partial and dimmer light there is
often terror, because everything is confused.
So when the conscience is at work, until
we are brought to set to our seal that God
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is true, and learn that all our thoughts
perish, all our ways are foolishness, terror
and confusion reign in the soul. Buot when
brought to this, our hearts become as sim-
ple as the word. It is a great matter to
have the heart exercised. God would have,
and will have, the mind and conscience
exercised. But till our thoughts are
brought into subjection to God’s thoughts
—our own thoughts utterly set aside—we
cannot have blessed and happy thoughts of
God. When our thoughts flow in the
current of God’s thoughts —when His
thoughts become ours-—it is blessed in
every sense. The conscience is blessed,
the heart is blessed ; and you go on cheer-
fully. Not so when God speaks, and we
begin to reason; setting up our thoughts
against, or mingling them with, God’s reve-
lation. That is not simplicity. Till the
soul is bowed to receive God's thoughts
you cannot, and ought not, to have perfect
eace. I have sin in me! how then can I
have peace P Here is the difficulty. “For,
if we say we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us,” If the
revelation of God in Christ shines into me,
I cannot say, “ I have no sin.” What fol.
lows? “If any man sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father.” Here, then, I find
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how I can have fellowship with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ. Christ,
the advocate with the Father, maintains us
in the communion we are apt to lose. This
is the great secret which breaks down
human pride — entire subjection to God's
thoughts. If God has given a revelation,
and I am not subject to it, it is unbelief—
it is rebellion. God says, ‘the blood of
Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all
sin.” If T say, “I have done this or that,
and God cannot forget ; He knows all, and
He must remember;” 1 am found reason-
ing, and not submitting to God’s thoughts.
I am concluding what God must be, from
what I find in myself, consequent on the
light which has shined in.

How then can I have peace? God does
not mean us to take up things lightly,
without exercise of soul. When the light
of God shines into the conscience sin is
felt, and seen too, where it never was seen
before. God shines in, and I find dark-
ness. God cannot have to do with dark-
ness. I find that in me which God cannot
accept. How can God accept me?

I am always glad to see a conscience ex-
ercised thus. It is all useful to convict of
sin. It is good for the light to probe to
the bottom of the heart. It is awful to
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think what the human heart is. I do not
mean in the gross forms of evil. There is
something in the selfishness, the cold calcu-
lating reasoning of man’s heart, worse
than all the sins one could enumerate.
Yes, even of the decent man who keeps
his character! Is there one single mo-
tive which governs your heart, decent
and sober as you are, which governed
Christ's ? Is there one feeling in your
breast which was in Christ? Not one.
What governs men? Selfishness. Not so
Christ. There wasno selfishness in Christ.
In Him all was love. Love it was that
brought Him down. Love gave Him
energy when hungry and weary at the
well.  Love carried Him on, one constant
unfailing stream of love. Never was He
betrayed into anything contrary to it.
Deserted, abandoned, betrayed, still there
was one unwearying acting of love. Selfish-
ness can feel love. It is even lovely to
man’s mind, though he is the very oppo-
site of it. Yet some are amiable and beau-
tiful characters. But how do they use
their amiability ? To attract to self—self -
governs man. Selfishness need not be
put into Him ; it is there. All is sin from
beginning to end—all self. Whatever be
the form it takes it is vanity. Is it not
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true of every one that will read this, that
some personal gratification, perhaps some
little bit of dress, has more power to oc-
cupy the thoughts, than the agony of
Christ? Not that He would have us al-
ways occupied with that; He would have
us occupied with His person and glory.
What I want to prove, then, is that we
cannot think badly enough of what our
hearts are. It is well that we should know
it, for we cannot have the truth without in
some measure judging the root and prin-
ciple of evil within.
" But then have we any power to remedy
the evil? No, none. But when brought
to God, happily we get miserable about it.
When there are desires after truth I hope,
because I see some goodness in God ; but
hope is dashed by seeing some evil in my-
self. That is not simplicity. Itis judging
God by some sort of knowledge of what
I am. It may be true and righteous; but
it is law. The principle of law is, that
God is towards man according to what man
is towards God. It is the principle which
conscience always will act on ; for according
to conscience it is right. The evil is not in
this, but in the fact that I am not brought
to total despair. The light has not as yet
broken down the will, so as to make me
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cry out, “I am vile, and abhor myself in
dust and ashes.” Beloved friends, if I
take the ground of expecting anything
from God, in virtue of what I am towards
Him, all is over! there is nothing but con-
demnation. God is holy, and I am not.
God is righteous, and I am a sinner. The
end of all these exercises of soul is to make
you ery out, “ I am vile,” and that is all,
God is holy, and I am not. He is holy,
and must be holy, and ought to be holy.
Would you have Him lower Himself down
to what you are? No, never. I may
tremble before Him when I think of it,
but I would not have it otherwise. No
person quickened into the divine nature
could deliberately wish God to come down
from His holiness, to spare one sin, because
he has learnt by that same nature to hate
sin. My heart has tasted a little of love
in God Himself; for He cannot reveal
Himself without revealing love. The law
shows man what he ought to be, but does
not show what God is. It says, love God,
and shows me that I ought to love, but
docs not tell me who or what the Godis I
am to love! Job said, if T could but find
Ilim! However distracted and broken to
pieces under the hand of God, he felt that
if he could only find Him, he would love
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Him. ¢ Though he slay me, yet will I
trust in him!”  Flesh is always under the
law. Realizing by faith the precious truth
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses
from all sin, then all is easy, all is peace.
Flesh comes in and troubles, and the soul
is down ; and it is up and down ; and the
evil is that the soul gets habituated to such
alternations, and not to walking in com-
munion with God.

To think that God is going to condemn
me is not fellowship with His thoughts.
What is fellowship? Common thoughts
together ; common feelings, affections, ob-
jects; one heart, one mind. Thus we have
fellowship with God! How wonderful!
Fellowship with the Father and the Son.
How so? Why; what have I received, if
I have not received God’s thoughts ? Does
not the Father delight in the Son? and
do not I delight in that there is all beauty
and perfectness in Him? Do not I de-
light in a soul being converted ? Is it not
your delight that Christ should be per-
fectly honoured and glorified ? and is it not
God’s too? If God's thoughts are the
spring of our thoughts, can we wonder that
our joy should be full? The Holy Ghost
gives thoughts, and our hearts are too nar-
row to take them in in all their fulness and
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power ; but our joy is full, nay so full that
it runs over. It is not that we are not
inconsistent to the end. The peace and
rest that we get is, that there is no modi-
fication, no change, in God Himself. If we
say there is this or that inconsistency in me,
and how can such as I look to God, and
begin questioning, we get back to law—to
Jjudging by my own good-for-nothing heart
of what God is. Would I have you in-
different to sins? No! but I would you
had so settled and constant a judgment of
the flesh, as vile and cannot please God, as
to give yourself entirely up. Many of us
have to learn this by detail —by failing, and
failing, and failing. It is better to learn it
by a ray of light shot from God’s credited
word—to believe, from His report, that
from thé first shoot it puts forth from the
earth, to the last fruit it bears, it is the
old tree, and will never bring forth any-
thing but wild grapes. A hard lesson this,
but a true one. Are your hearts brought
to say, in God's presence, I kuow that “I
am carnal, sold under sin?” THave you
come to this point, to accept the entire
judgment of God against yourself ? Ter-
rible! But you must get these to know
more full blessedness. Have you ever sat
down satisfied to know that that self, that
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is sitting there, cannot please God? When
it comes to that I give up all thoughts of
judging God by what I am; for then He
could only cast me out of His presence! .
T am not looking to gain eternal life. I
cannot; I have failed. Where then shall
I find that which I so desperately want?
Why in this was manifested the love of
God. (verse 2.) Himself is manifested.
The life you want is come by another.
¢ Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
You are just the opposite to Jesus. How
did you find that out? Jesus is mani-
fested, the eternal life which came down
from the Father, to you, because you could
never have got your heart up to it. If
Christ is not my life, where is it? 1Is
Christ my life? Yes! and what a life I
have, It makes me see sin in me—true.
But if I have the sin, have I an imperfect
life? A life which, perhaps, God cannot
be pleased with? No! it is given from
God, because I am mere sin. God sent His
Son that I might live through Him. Tt is-
God's free gift. Where is responsibility
then? As regards gefting, there is none.
It is in the using/ Do 1 weaken respon-
gibility ? Nay, I give it all its force. If
you are under the law, you are either
weakening its authority, (for if I say God
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ig merciful and will give a reprieve, I de-
stroy the law,) or you establish the law,
proving its utter condemnation, and that you
are dead through it,—a lost sinner—alive
by the life of Christ. * This then is the
message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all.” (verse 5.) God
comes in as light. Sin is darkness. * Light
has no fellowship with darkness.” Light
being come in, we must so stand in the
presence of God, that in the full light of
His holiness, no spot at all is seen in us.
Do you walk thus in the light? It is a
real thing. The walk ¢s what a man really
is.  Can you stand in the light, as God 1s
in it without a veil between, walking, not
aceording to the light, but i the light?
Have you ever walked in such sort, know-
ing, without an effort in your conscience,
that you are in the presence of God. If
not, how have you been walking—going on
for a few brief years? Whither you know
not—in the awful folly of the human
heart—in a constant state of moral mad-
ness! Have you ever had it all told out
in your conscience, alone with God, all that
you ever did? A long tale! That is
what you have done, that is what you have
thought, and I saw it all! Would you
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like thus to be told out, alone with God, the
things that perhaps were not done before
men, just proving that you thought more
of man than of God? Is it all going to
sink into oblivion? Have you thus been
manifested to God, as the apostle speaks?
Here is a message—mark who brings it !
A message by Christ. To bring me to Christ
—to God—to judge? No! DBut to bring
me to one who has come to put away all
that Ile has made manifest! I breathe
again! What comfort! I can desire now
that everything should be known; every-
thing I have even thought of, because it is
to Him who came to put it all away. Not
to hide, nor excuse, but to put it all away.
The Son of God has died for it all. Ttis
God putting my sin away, instead of putting
me away. I am in the light, but the blood
of Jesus Christ cleanses me from all sin.
I get the witness of God Himself, God who
is light. If He does not show a spot in
me, who will? Do I say, there is no spot
in my nature? No. DBut it does not de-
pend on what Jam ; it depends on God, in
whose light I am. The God who mani-
fests me tells me that the blood of Jesus
Christ cleanses me from all sin! God has
loved me perfectly. How do I know that ?
Because of what I am? Noj; I know it
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from what God is, and from what He has
done ; and my soul restsin constant, per-
fect, undisturbed peace ; for God has re-
vealed Himself to be what He is, and has
revealed what He has done, in that Christ
died ; and what He has done never can
change—He never changes. It is in the
power of an accomplisked salvation that the
soul rests, and not on anything that is yet
to be done; so that there can be no change.
The blood of Christ alone blots out my sin.
If Christ did not do it perfectly, when will
it be done? But He has done it. “By one
offering he hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified.” When faith, by divine
teaching, has laid hold on this, faith does
not change either. “ The worshippers once
purged have no more conscience of sins.”
One word at the close on that which is
important to us all—communion, fellow-
ship. Is communion never interrupted ?
Yes! But God's love is not interrupted,
nor my confidence, though my communion
may often be; for God cannot have com-
munion with a single sin—with an idle
trifling thought—so that when such come
into the mind we cannot have communion.
‘What is the resource then ?  The answer is
given in chapter ii, verse I, “My little
children, these things write I unto you that
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yesin not. And if any man sin, we have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous.” It is not here mediator
with God, but advocate with the Father.
Communion with the Father has been in-
terrupted. Advocacy is founded on two
points. He, the righteous one being in
God’s presence, and that He has made pro-
pitiation forus. We have fellowship with the
Father and the Son, and we lose it through
sin or folly. Christ comes in as the advo-
cate, and the Spirit of Christ works accord-
ing to advocacy, and restores communion,
brings us back to fellowship with the Fa-
ther and the Son. Here is the remedy for
daily failore. Our position is fellowship
with the Father and the Son.

That our joy may be full. Have you
been brought to this ? He has made peace.
Have you got it? Take no rest till you
have it. Tolerate no sin ; but see that God
has put it all away by the blood of the
cross. God forbid there should be any
levity about sin. Nothing is so impossible
as that God can brook sin. But He can
put it away. Have you, by faith, attained
this rest, rest in that eternal life which
came by the shed blood, never to be shed
again? Beloved friends, only be sure of
this, that God is love; that in all His ways
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with you, He is love, and He would have
you happy. You cannot be happy in evil.
Because He is love He would bring us to
know this love, and find therein our rest.
Aye, and He would have us reckon on
Him as regards our failures. I have sin
in me, and I have no strength save in Him.
If I cannot, or do not, go to Him when
there is sin and failure, where am I to go
for strength ? Moses said, Exod. xxxiv, 9,
“If now I have found grace in thy sight,
O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go
among us; for 1t is a stiffnecked people;
and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and
take us for thine inheritance.” Could you
go up with the stiffneckedness you have
without God ? ¢ Go with us,” says Moses,
“hecause it is a stiftnecked people” You
will never get the victory over sin, nor
indeed properly judge it, unless you have
God with you! Christ can give us to hate
the sin and strengthen us against the thing
we hate. Godislove. I know itin Christ,
and I have Him against the evil that would
hinder me--the thing I feared would be too
much for me. * We have known and be-
lieved the love that God has to us, God is
love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth
in God, and God in him.”



THE HOPE OF THE CHRISTIAN.

Berovep BrOTHER,

I have been occupied, for my
own soul, with the enquiry what is the
hope of the Christian, and I send you
some points of the result, thinking
they may be a means of cheering and
encouraging some of God’s dear chil-
dren. The first important point which
this result brings powerfully home to
the heart and conscience is, that the
source of this hope, and the only
means of rightly estimating it, the
only sure ground on which the heart
can rest in appropriating it, is that all
that I hope for is the fruit of the grace
of Jesus, that in which His own heart
finds its delight, in giving to us,
because it is that of which He knows
in Himself the blessedness, and because
His love is perfect towards us, His
interest in us as perfect as Himself,
This is essentially characteristic of per-
fect love. All this, I need not say, is
according to the counsels of the
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Father. “It is not mine to give,”
says Christ, “ but to them for whom it
ig prepared of my Father.”” For it is
what He takes as man, that He gives
to us, and hence, as receiving it Him-
self as man from His Father, and
delighting in it as the expression of the
Father’s love. This thought brings
out another simple, but remembering
who Jesus is, a most blessed and won-
derful truth, that where there is perfect
love on the one hand, and capacity of
enjoyment through possession of the
same nature on the other, love will
seek to introduce its object into the
common enjoyment of that which it
possesses, and finds its blessing and
happiness in. This is true of a friend,
a parent, and every genuine human
attachment ; though of course in these
cases, imperfection is attached to the
affection itself, and to its power of
accomplishing its wish to make happy.
But the perfection of Christ’s love
does mot, since it is love to us, make
our introduction into the enjoyment of
His blessedness a thing not to be
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hoped for because it is too excellent;
but just lays the sure ground for this
hope. 1t 1s His own delight to make
us happy, a part of the perfection of
His nature, His own satisfaction.
“ He shall see of the travail of his
goul and be satisfied.”” It is to this
I would first of all direct the attention
of yourself and your reader. Christ
is finding His own delight and joy in
blessing us, and in blessing us with
Himself, because He loves us; and
this blessing must be according to the
perfectness of His own nature, for it
flows from Him, and is to be enjoyed
with Himself, and as He enjoys it
before and with the Father. What a
scene this opens before us, if we have
indeed tasted His love, and yet it is all
dependent on His own free goodness,
and the fruit and display of it: the
happiness itself being dependent on
His own excellency. That His grace
is the source of it every Christian will
recognize ; but I think you will find,
that in taking scfipture to guide us in
the details 1t gives of our future
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blessedness, this character of blessing
shines out most evidently, And it is
the elements of our future joy which
scripture affords, which 1 would present
to you, though surely grace is needed
to give them their value, which will be
just proportionate to our personal esti-
mate of Christ Himself; that is, to
our spiritual knowledge of Him. Our
possession of the life of Christ, Iis
being our life, so that it can be said of
it, in its nature and fruits, “which thing
is true in him and in you,” is the basis
of our hope, and that which makes us,
in counexion with His work on the
cross, capable of enjoying it. He
became a man, and having first wrought
redemption, and glorified God in our
behalf, and put away sin for us, and
made peace, becomes, as victorious over
death, and entering risen and glorified
into Grod’s presence, the source of life
to us, pay, more, our life. "We are thus
brought into the place of sons. All
the old thing, with 1ts fruits and nature,
judged, condemned, and done away,
whatever conflicts and exercises of heart
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we may have with if, and through it,
while down here. As alive in Christ
we stand before God, consequent on
the accomplishment of redemption,
and in virtue of complete forgiveness.
“ He has quickened us together with
him, having forgiven us all trespasses.”
‘We are introduced in the place of sons
with Christ, as the result and fruit of
redemption, and as really partaking of
the life in which He lives. See here
the Spirit, in 1 John, (which specially
treats of the existence, possession, and
development of this life in Christ, and
8o in us. Seei, 1, 2, and v, 11, 12, for
the general principle,) connects us with
Christ in life, position, and, conse-
quently, hope. “If ye know that he is
righteous, ye know that every one that
doeth righteousness is born of him.

Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us that we
should be called the sons (children) of
God,”—have, by adoption, Christ’s rela-
tionship with God, yet as really born
of God, possessing a nature displayed
in the same qualities,—* therefore the
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world knoweth us not, because it knew
him not,” (the true and perfect Son of
God.) “Beloved now are we the sons
(children) of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him ; for we shall see him as he is.
And every man that hath this hope in
him (Christ) purifieth himself, even as
he is pure.”” Blessed testimony in all
its parts: born of God, we have the
nature (morally) and position of that
true, blessed, and eternal Son made
man, that in His glory we may be with
Him, and like Him. e are children
of God, unknown by the world, conse-
quently, as He was. We shall be
perfectly like Him in glory, seeing
Him as He now is above in heavenly
glory, and hence can bear no lower
standard now. Having this hope in
Christ, reaching to, and founded on
Himself, we seek to be as like Him
now as possible, in the inner man, and
in ourjways we purify ourselves as He
is pure. What a picture of the moral
position of the Christian is here,
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through His living connexion with
Christ! It is sweet to say it is ours,
sweeter to say we have 1t in Him,
and that He Himself is the perfection
of 1t. If His life is animating us,
through the strengthening grace and
communications of the Holy Spirit,
what a power and value will such a
statement have for us, living by, and
dwelling in Him. Here then 1s one
great and blessed part of our hope,
“ we shall be like him, we shall see him
as he is.” It is perfectness, in likeness
to Christ, in ourselves morally, in its
full result, for it is in glory; that is,
all the full fruit of the power of this
life as in Christ, produced even as
to the body, while its internal excel-
lence, likeness to Christ, is perfect, and
no hindrance to its exercise, buf, quite
the contrary, a suited condition: and
with the blessed consciousness that we
are like Him, though we have it all
from Him. We shall be like Him:
but secondly, in this state we shall
have the full blessed object in which
this perfect nature delights, and in this
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state is capable of delighting in all its
absolute and heavenly excellency before
us. Its satisfying object, an object
which can keep all its powers in
blessed and full-exercise, can occupy it
with perfect delight. And yet while I
delight in Him as supremely excellent,
the tull display of heavenly excellence,
I know that I am like Him. I could
not, my desires being fixed on this,
having tasted its excellence, be perfectly
happy, were I not. Yet in us this
excellence is a capacity to be occupied
with its perfection in Him. However
great our glory and excellency may be,
1t is only as being like Him. He is
the thing we are like. He is it in its
own proper and positive substantive
being and existence. If I am adopted
to be a son, am really born of God, a
child, He 4s the Son. Hence all our
excellence is the means of apprehend-
ing and adoring His. We may remark
that this is true, both in moral perfec-
tions and in relationship. God is per-
fect in Himself and for Himself.
Love and holiness, as indeed every
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other attribute of God, have their joy
in themselves, and of course perfectly
and infinitely in God. DBut the
creature needs an object to enjoy
perfectly what this blessed nature is
and gives, even when he possesses it.
The new man delights in holiness, but
the perfect holiness of God is needed
for the perfect delight of our new and
holy nature. The new man has a
nature imbued with charity, and so can
delight in its exercise; but the perfect
love of God, manifested in Jesus, and
known in communion, is His delight.
So in our relationship we are sons
with God; but I must learn in Jesus
what it is to be a son, and what the
power of that word is: ¢ the Father
loveth the Son.” We share in the
glory ; but the glory in which we share
1s His. In the hope, then, presented to
us in this passage, we have the Father’s
love presented as the source, so that
we are already children of God, so as
to know our position ; but this flowing
from our being born of God, from
Christ being our life, and we as He, so
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that even the world does not know us,
as it did not know Him; we are so
identified with Him, that though what
we shall be does not yet appear, we know
we shall be like Him when He shall do
s0; seeing Him in the very glory in
which He now is as Son, with the
Father, viewed in manhood on high. I
is not as this world will see Him, being
blessed under Him, and seeing Him so
far as He can be revealed to mortal
eyes, but being like Himself, and see-
ing Him as He is.

This leads to another part of the
blessing, which is equally the joy of
Jesus Himself. We shall be with
Him. Evidently,if we love and delight
in Him, this is needed for our full joy;
and while He ministers this in us now,
by being present with us in grace, it
is the object of our hope in its full
character and permanent fulness. “So
shall we ever be with the Lord.”
Remark here, that the apostle, when
speaking here of the Lord’s coming,
does not enter at all, as regards our
portion, into the consequences in glory
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and dominion. That . has its place;
but what satisfies and fills the apostie’s
heart, when he has the revelation of
the way in which God would call up
the saints to their enmjoyment, is, for
his own feeling of joy and delight,
all embraced in this, ©“So shall we ever
be with the Lord.”

This is,more than once, brought before
us by Christ Himself. * Father, I will
that they whom thou hast given me
be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glory; for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world.”
The connexion of these last words, with
what precedes, throws light on the
value and extent of this hope. The
Lord continues, “ O righteous Father,
the world hath not known thee, but I
have known thee, and these have
known that thou hast sent me.”

The Father had to decide, so fo
speak, between Christ and His dis-
ciples on one side, and the world on
the other, for the moral separation was
complete. 'What the Father was had
been fully shown in Christ. The
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world could recognize nothing of it :
There was no common principle or
bond. The disciples had recognized, at
least, through grace, that He came from
the Father. He could not stay in
the world. That was closed. His de-
parture forms the ground-work of the
whole chapter. Whether He or the
world could be owned of the Father
could leave no doubt. The Father,
and necessarily so, had loved Him
before ever the world existed; and if
the world rejected Him, the hour was
come for the Father to glorify Him
with Himself. For the time, no doubt,
the disciples were to remain in the
world; but He had declared unto
them the Father’s name, and would
declare it, that the love wherewith the
Father loved Him might be in them,
and He in them. Hence He would
have them where He was. They would
be able to enjoy it, since they kunew
the same love, and He was in them to
be the power of the enjoyment. It
was not only their desire and blessing,
but His., He would have them where
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He was, if He could not (and it was
far better, surely) remain where they
must be for the moment. Mark here,
that this comnects it with the know-
ledge of the Father’s love, as it rests
on Jesus. He desired to have them
with Himself. It was a part of His
delight. He would show them His
glory, who had walked with Him in
His humiliation. Bub besides this,
there was the capacity of enjoying
what He enjoyed along with Him ;
for the Father’s name He had revealed
as He knew it, and that the love
wherewith He was loved might be in
them. What a hope is this, and,
blessed be God, founded on a present
blessing, only as yet in an earthen
vessel, and known in present imperfec-
tion. And if we are with Christ, it is
in the Father's house, where He is in
the Father’s love. He is not alone,
He is gone to prepare a place for us;
nor will He be content to send and
fetch us, He will come and receive us
to Himself, that where He is, we may
be also. This same xivth chapter
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shows that it is our present knowledge
of the Father, as revealed in the Son,
that 1s the means of knowing what
this joy is, and coming to the enjoy-
ment of it. We shall be there with
the Lord, ever with Him. No inter-
ruption, no decay of joy, but rather
ever increasing delight, as there always
i3 when the object is worthy of the
heart, and here 1t is infinite. And this
in the relation of the Father’s affection
for the Son. We are with Him in
that place, with Himself, and witk
Him in the joy, infinite joy, which He
has in the Father’s love, a love resting
on Him as Son, but in His excellency
as such, loved before the world was,
and now the accomplisher of redemp-
tion. Some other passages will help
to fill up the great leading traits here
given, both as to the glory and our living
with the Lord, showing our identifica-
tion or association with Him, and the
character of this blessedness. “The
glory thou hast given me, I have given
them,” the Lord says, “that they may
be one, as we are one, I in them and
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they in me.”” If Christ is in us now
the hope of glory, He will be in us
then the display of glory. He will be
glorified in His saints, and admired in
all them that believe. It is not here
mutuality, but manifestation, mani-
festation through the fulness and
excellency of that which is displayed,
being in Him that displays 1t: the
Father in Christ, and Christ in us.
“ Thou in me,” says the Lord. The
Father is in Him, in divine unity and
fulness, and yet here mark, Christ is
spoken of as ome to whom glory is
given, that is, though a divine person,
He is considered also as man. And
then, “I in them’” so that as the
Father is displayed in the Son, as in
Him, so the Son, Christ, in us, as in us.
I will now refer to two Psalms, which
collaterally throw light on this part of
our subject, the xvith and xviith.

In the xvith, which is (with others)
quoted in scripture as showing the
humanity of Jesus, His taking our
sorrows and position of dependence on
and obedience to God, that is, our posi-
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tion as saints, it is said, “T have said
to Jehovah, thou art my Lord, my
goodness extends not up to thee ; to
the saints on the earth, in them is
all my delight.”” That is, having the
divine glory, He associates Himself
with the saints on the earth, these
excellent in God’s sight. At the close
He shows, that as one who is the head
of these, the path of life is shown to
Him. In God’s presence is fulness of
joy, and at His right hand pleasures
for evermore. This then, in principle,
is a part of our hope, as His “ com-
panions,” though He be anointed with
the oil of joy above us. We are in
God’s presence where fulness of joy is.
‘Where God’s presence shows itself it
fills all things and excludes all con-
trary to itself. It necessarily makes
infinitely and perfectly happy. It
sufficed to Christ’s hope-—His who
knew it best and perfectly—surely,
then to ours: and, as we have seen,
we have a mnature capable, without
alloy or mixture, of perfectly enjoying
that presence. Let me add too that
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we shall not lose the Holy Ghost by
being in glory, loss indeed it would be.
Our nature of joy will be the new
nature, the divine nature of which we
are made partakers; our power of joy
the Holy Ghost who dwells in us. 1t
is striking that even Jesus, after His
resurrection, gave commandments to
His apostles by the Holy Ghost.
(Comp. Rom.viii,} 1.} The xvith Psalm
gives the fruit of dependence, the
xviith, as God will be found as a right-
eous answer to Christ’s claim, in virtue
of His walk and obedience, to the
beholding the Lord’s face, and awak-
ing after His likeness: of this we have
spoken on 1 John iii. The beholding
the face of God, we find again in Rev.
xxii, only it is there, in a more general
way, the glory. God and the Lamb
are thrown, so to speak, together. It
is not the Father and being with the
Son. God and the Lamb that was
slain are brought objectively into one
point of view. The portion there
shown to us is seeing His face, His
servants serving Him, His name on
VOL. 1L M
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