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tial point is, that the woman is doing wlzat zvas
e%jrcssly forbidden to be dOIlt'. This at Once brings
the similitude of the kingdom here into harmony
with what has gone before. The process of dete
rioration which we see going on in the first three
only assumes in the fourth a character of more de
cided evil. For the meal-offering is Christ the
b~ead of life, the food of the priestly pt'ople of God,
and the mixture of the leaven means the adultera
tion of Christ as this at the hands of the woman,
the professing church.

"Ve must, for its importance, look at this more
closely, however. And here the feast of unleavened
bread, so peremptorily insisted on in connection
with the passover-feast, shows at once the perfect
familiarity of the figure to the mind of the Jews
whom our Lord was here addressing, and the way
in which it could scarcely fail to be apprehended
by them. Leaven in meal was to them undoubt
edlya thing of evil significance and not of good.
The positive word, "For whosoever eateth leav
ened bread from the first day until the seventh day,
that soul shall be cut off from Israel" (Ex. xii. 15),
was well known and rigidly held by the mass of
the people in our Lord's day. The ordinance as to
the meal-offering was scarcely less familiar to them,
and the prohibitioi1 of leaven in any offering to the
Lord made with fire was very clear in attaching to
leaven as a type the thought of evil abhorrent to
the Holy One.

The general use of leaven in Scripture, it is
allowed, perfectly corresponds with this. There is
no exception, if it be 110t found in the passage be
before us; and here, the connection of the parable
with what precedes necessitates an evil sig-nificance.
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But there is a SiJecific application of the figure
by the Lord Himself, and in this gospel which de
fines it in a way completely in agreement with the
parable before us: He applies it to 11 the doctrille of
the Pharisees and Sadducees " (chap. xvi. 12).

Now Christ as the food of our souls is ministered
to us in the way of doctrine. The Word is con
stantly, in Scripture, spoken of as food to be eaten,
or appropriated by faith to the personal need.
Christ is the 11 Truth," and in the truth we appre
hend Him. The doctrine of the Pharisees and
Sadducees is error presented in its common types
of an external and self-righteous formalism, or of
an unbelieving rationalism. The leaven in either
case is the rejection of Christ as God presents Him
and as faith enjoys Him. 1£ to these we add what
in the gospel of Mark (viii. I~) is added-" the leaven
of Herod," or the court-party, then we have fully
the great triumvirate of evil-the flesh, the devil,
and the world-as corrupting influences of the
truth of Christ.

But why lit/wee measu1"l!s" of meal? Upon any
other interpretation of the meal, I know not. vVe
find the same thing in the provision made by
Abram for his heavenly guests; and both there
and here, if we see Christ before us, it is not hard
to realize the meaning. It is the SOlt of l/lfan who
gives us the "meat which elldureth unto everlast
ing life;" as mall, He becomes our necessary food:
but what-is the measure of the 11 Man, Chrjst Jesus"?
Tltrel! is the divine measure, the number of the
Trinity--of the fullness of God i and 11 in Him
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily."
Lesser or lower measure would not fit the truth
presented to uS here.
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Into these" three measures of meal" the woman,
then, is putting leaven. But who is the woman?
Undoubtedly the Church is in Scripture symbol
ized by a woman, and this whether it be the true
or the nominal professing body, which so readily
passes into the shape of the woman" Babylon," the
false church of this book of Revelation. Between
these two, in view of the other features of the par
able, there is not the least difficulty in deciding as
to which is before us. In the preceding parable,
we have already found the Babylonish character,
the kingdom of heaven, becoming in its earthly
ad ministration of the pattern of the kingdoms of
the world, the figure of the tree corresponding
specifically, moreover, to that under which the
power of Nebuchadnezzar is depicted. Thus here
it is the reigning world.church, which as possess
ing empire must make its laws and promulge its
doctrines. Necessarily the leaven comes then into
the meal. All features cohere in a picture startling
in its vividness.

The woman has in her bands the doctrine of
Christ-the Christian doctrine; she has authority
over it; she can knead and mould it at her will;
she can add her traditions, her unwritten law, equal
in authority to the written Word i she can inter
pret and fix its meanings. Here is the leaven: it is
the leaven of Church-teaching, the essential error
which wherever found, in whatever modified forms,
quenches the Spirit of God, deforms and mutilates
the Word of God, gi ves the conscience another
master than the Lord Jesus Christ, und cloes aU
this cunningly in His name and by I-lis Huthority,
so that the souls of His people even bow to thc
forged decrees and shudder at the thought of rc-
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sistance. For this is" Mystery, Babylon the Great,
the Mother of harlots and abominations of the
earth;" and her merchants are the great men of
the earth, and by her sorceries are all nations
deceived.

Turn we now to this other picture that we have
in the address to Thyatira,-a picture by the same
master-hand,-and put side by side the woman of
the fourth parable and the woman Jezebel of the
fourth Asiatic church. Who will deny that they
are one? This Jezebel, who calls herself a proph
etess, and teaches and seduces Christ's servants to
commit fornication and eat things sacrificed to
idols, is she any other than the leaven-hiding wom
an of the parable" writ larg'e"? or than the woman
BabyIon of the latcr character? But we will take
up the address in its due order j we will listen to
Christ's words as the Spirit of truth has given them
to us; we would not miss the least detail, or the
impression that the Cl due order" should make
upon us.

" And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira
write, These th.ings saith the Son of God, who hath
His eyes like unto a flame of fire, and I-Jis feet are
like fine brass." It is no longer, as in Pergamos,
"I-le that hath the sharp sword with two edges."
That sword is the Word of God as the word of
penetrating judgment; for" the word that I have
spoken," says the Lord, I, the same shall judge [him
that receiveth them not,] at the last day" Cl no. xii.
48). And so, in the nineteenth chapter of this book,
men are slain with the sword proceeding out of
His mouth.

But in the meamdlile the Word precedes and
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anticipates this judgment, and in Pergamos it is
still there to appeal to, to warn of coming wrath,
to separate between joints and marrow, and soul
and spirit, and bring men into the presence of Him
with whom we have to do, before whom all things
are naked and opened. Plenty of perverters of the
Word there are too in Pergamos, as we have seen;
but the Word is also there witnessing for itself
against them. In Thyatira it remaz"ns no 101lger:
we hear of Jezebel's doctrine, and the word of
the living prophets, clearer and more decisive, as
her followers claim, has superseded practically
the Scriptures. With the Church's word men
may be more safely trusted than with the word
of God.

Thus it is no more "He that hath the sharp
sword with two edges," but the "Son of God,"
who has to assert His authority as a divine Being
over the Church, rising into a sphere where she
dare not pretend to be. With Him alone are the
"eyes as a flame of fire," the really infallible and
holy insight, which the "feet like fine brass" ac
company with irresistible judgment.

And He needs to assert His claim, {or ~he who
claims to be His bride, in her Own self-assertion,
is doing what she can to lower it. She has taken
the grace of His incarnation to subject Him to I-lis
h,Uman mother i or if she remember loons di vine
title, it is to raise Mary into the" Mother of God."
Systematically Rome degrades I-Iim amid a crowd
of sa.intly mediators and intercessors with God, all
more accessible than Himself, foremost of whom is
this" queen of heaven" with her woman's heart,
more tender than His I

Here, then, He speaks as Son of God to those
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who would confound the Church's authority with
His. Has she His eyes of fire? Has she His feet
of brass? It that which she binds on earth is bound
in heaven, will she bind wit11 her decrees the throne
of God itself? Will His all-conscious wisdom
stutter in her infant's speech? or His holiness
attach itself to error and frailty and sin?

It is well known, and shortly to come before
us, how Rome escapes from such perplexity; and
it is safe to assert there is no other way. But
to all assertors of Church-authority, alike, the
Lord here maintains I-lis distinctive place. He
alone is the" Son of God," in a place unapproach
able by His people, and His glory will He not
give to another. He alone is the governing
Head; the Church His body, in a wondrous re
lationship to Him as that, but perfectly distinct
and wholly subject.

As "Son of God," also, He now sits upon the
throne-His Father's throlle,-that of pure deity,
which no creature could possibly share. His words
to Laodicea afterward bring out the force of the
assertion here,-" To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with My Father in
His throne" (c hap. iii. 21). As Son of man the
apostle has seen Him in the vision with which
the book commences; as Son of man I-le will
presently take a throne which He can share with
men, His redeemed. Till then, they are in the
field of conHict, to overcome as He overcame,
and this is the manifest answer to the dream of
authority in the world which in Thyatira possesses
the false church. Rome would reign before Christ
reigns, or reign upon the throne of God with Him.
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Thus His claim to be the Son of God is here of the
greatest possible significance.

This is as to authority over the world, and in this
way, of course, 11 whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven" cannot possibly apply.
The passage in Matthew connects it with the main
tenance of discipline among the saints, with care
for the holiness which His people are to exhibit.
It is not founded on relationship to Him, save as
disciples to a Master, and then of obedience to
Him whic.h they are under responsibility to en·
force. In the fulfilhnent of this responsibility He
is surely with them: what they bind He binds;
but apart from His word they bind nothing, nor
are they even the authorized exponents of it.
Themselves subject to that Word, He is for them
in all true subjection. It is the Word that has au
thority, not they; and let it be shown that the
\Vord has not guided them, then Christ cannot
bind upon His people illSTIbjectz"01z to the Word: it
would be to be a party to His own dishonor.

And all claim of ecclesiastical authority other
than this is real rebellion against Christ Himself.
Here as elsewhere, "no man can serve two mas
ters." The conscience is to be before God alone,
and this is a first principle of all holiness, all mo
rality. Swerve frolD it by a hair's breadth, right is
no longer right, nor wrong wrong; aU lines are
blurred; the unsteady tremulousness of the soul
warns but too surely of the approach of spiritual
paralysis.

Yes, the "eyes of fire" are still with the" Son of
God" alone. Let us take heed how we hear and
what! But clear and holy as they are, they are the
eyes of the priestly Son of Man, full of an infmite
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pity and tenderness none can fathom. How blessed
to have to do with Him! How full of joy to stand
before Him! And even in Thyatira-amid the
awful corruption of that" mystery of iniquity,"
Rome,-still His words to His own recognize all
He can:-

"I know thy works and-love and faith and service,
and thy patience, and thy last works to be more
than the first." vVe must remember that a remnant
is distinctly separated in Thyatira, and that neither
] ezebel nor her children are included here. Then
it will not be hard to realize this testimony on the
Lord's part to what He has seen in them. Little,
too, do we know of the hidden lives of those who
amid the assumption and pride of the days of
Romish tyranny walked humbly and in secret with
their God. Comforting it is to realize how fully
Christ could appreciate and how openly He will
yet acknowledge them. Like the aevil-coats put
upon their victims by the Inquisition of old, how
many falsehoods have besmirched the memories
often of those who in the day of manifestation will
receive their crown of righteousness from the Lord
the righteous] udge! Of how many N aboths has
] ezebel suborned her witnesses that they have
,. blasphemed God and thc _king," because the~

would not surrender their inheritance for a price
Here is the record, that they are not forgottell
those nameless ones, or of dishonored names:
!. works and love and faith," how tested! "and
service," amid what discouragement! "and thy
patience," marked and emphasized in the language
used,-that long endurance!

And then comes, last of all, t.hat sweet witness of
real divine energy, which does not flag as what is
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merely human does,-" and thy last w01-ks to be more
than the first." Not simply the same as the first,
that would be much to say, as it should seem, amid
all the opposition, continuous, unrelenting, of all
that held power on earth. But here it is "more
than the first," for the works recorded are fruits of
the life eternal, which, implanted within us, is a
growtlt, a living energy, which, thank God! can
burst all bands and defy all imprisonment. We
have all remarked how the might of a living tree
will break up and burst through the stones around
its roots, as it forces its way up into the light of
heaven. How much more will the energy of that
eternal life whose nature is spirit, and which the
Spirit of God sustains, develop itself in the face of
whatever hindrances. " They go from strength to
strength" is said of God's pilgrims through the
valley of Baca; for it is Christ's strength perfected
in human weakness.

If we study the record which we have of those
dark days also, we shall be inclined too to believe
that there was in the line of those patient witnesses,
looked at as a whole, a growth in vigor as the days
went on. They come more into the light; they
take bolder place; the coming Reformation has its
precursors j the torcl~ of truth, as it drops from one
hand, is taken up by another. Above all, separa
tion becomes more decided,-a great point, one of
the greatest; for we see that what the Lord has
against these saints of His is declared to be their
tolerance of the woman]ezebel. The evil, it is true,
was rampant, and might seem supreme; none the
less, but the more, became the duty of open testi
mony against it. It was by such a testimony, in
the face of overwhelming odds naturally, the
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Reformation established itself i and where it was
the Word openly preached, God rallied round it
defenders of it.

" Notwithstanding I have against thee, that thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess; and she teaches and seduces My serv
ants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacri
ficed unto idols. And I ga,'e her space to repent
of her fornication, and she will not repent."

Here is the distinctive evil of Thyatira,-an evil
so frightful that the Lord calls it further on "the
depths of Satan." Beyond it we do not get in
this direction. It closes the development of the
Church's departure from God in true succession
from its germ in the beginning. Afterward, we
find a fresh work of God has commenced, although
it too is shortly, and indeed when first it comes
before us, declined and passing. But as the woman
closes the first series of the parables of Matt. xiii.,
so does the woman close the first series of the
Asiatic churches. We shall speedily find, as has
been already stated, that these two women are 1n
fact one and the same,-the woman, "Babylon the
Great, the Mother of harlots and abominations of
the earth."

Her name is at once significant, and is a striking
exemplification of the pregnant speech of Scripture,
which' with a single word will illuminate a subject
with a flood of light. The name, with its attached
history, adds features to the picture which carry
us far beyond the mere assembly ill Asia to which
first the Lord spoke, and identically the" woman"
in question in the plainest way possible.

Thus she is described here simply as one that
calls herself a prophetess, and the effect of her false
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prophecy is given as seducing to fornication and
idolatry; but the history referred to by 110 means
gives us Jezebel as a prophetess. She is a queen,
and an idolatrous queen, but this the Jezebel of
Thyatira was surely not. Yet in the promise to the
overcomer we have evident allusion to a reign over
men on earth, which helps us easily to understand
that the thought of queenly power is really meant
to be implied in the name as used, For the prom
ise, as we see in all these cases, has reference to the
state of things in which the overcoming is to be.
Here he who overcomes waits in fruitful patience,
till 'he shall reign with Christ. How significant if
in that scene which is the full realization of what.
is in the Lord's mind here, the false church is
reigning! Babylon, too, in the after-churches
reigns a queen, and thus these two passages are
linked together. .

Babylon also is red with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus; and
here again is a charact.er of the woman which we
could not expect to find in the Thyatiran assembly.
But the name" Jezebel," interjected in the address,
recalls at once to our minds the persecut.or. And
we need all this t.o bring out the full meaning of
the addl"css. On the other hand, the fourth parable
of Matthew says nothing of the queen or of the
perseculor, while it speaks clearly of the self
assumed prophetess. Thus the address to Thya
tira binds together these two other prophesies, and
the three throw their concentrated light upon the
solemn reality which is presented to us.

P. W. G.
(To be continued.)
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CHRIST IS ALL.

3°7

ALPHA and Omega, Advocate above
11. Jesus, precious Saviour! how Thy grace we prove!

Thou art God's Beloved, Bridegroom to Thine own'
All our hearts' affections to Thyself are won. '

Christ, the Lord's Anointed, and our Captain Thou
Unto Thee in glory ev'ry knee shall bow; ,
Day-star of the morning, day-spring from on high,
How we long to see Thee, in whom we're made nigh!

Thou art Life Eternal, God revealed below;
Thy blest name, "Emanuel," 'tis our joy to know.
Now, as Man Thau'rt risen, First-fruits from the grave,
All Thy work completed, mighty now to save.

God's great gift for sinners, Guide to heaven's home,
Rock of our salvation, precious Corner-Stone!
On this firm foundation safely now we rest
Till we stand before Thee, in Thy presence blest.

Thou our Head in heaven, we Thy members here,
To Thine own blest Person ever keep us near.
JeSl1s, we would follow whither Thou dost lead;
Thou, our loving Shepherd, all thy sheep dost feed.

Image of the Father, light and life and love,
Lamb of God, once wounded, seated now above,
Unto Thee the praises of our hearts arise
As the grateful savor of the sacrifice.

"Nazarene," men called Thee, when on earth below
Thou didst stoop in mercy al1 our griefs to know;
High Thou art exalted on the Father's throne,
Righteousness established, al1 Thy work well done.

Refuge and Redeemer, Prin'ce of life, Thou art,
In Thy loving-kindness we've with Thee a part. .
Though the world reject Thee, soon Thou'lt come aga1l1,
On the clouds of glory, o'er the earth to reign.

Once the Man of Sorrows, and with thorns then crowned,
Man shall own Thy sceptre wheresoever fonnd;
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Then Thy fair creation, from the curse set free,
Shall enjoy Thy favor, giving praise to Thee.

But, our blessed Saviour, we who know Thy name
Even now can worship, and Thy praise proclaim:
Everlasting glory, Lord, to Thee we give;
Tholl alone art worthy,-Tholl in whom we live.

, When in Thy blest presence low we bow the knee,
We shall praise Thee fully through eternity,
While with growing rapture we Thy grace explore,
And with satisfaction ever Thee adore.

A mm! and A men!
C.E.B.

PRAYER.

THE more spiritual the soul is, the more prayer-
ful it will be, because it is then the most

occupied in heart and desire about the things of
God. Our prayers will be few and feeble if our
walk with God be of a low character. If we have
narrow views of God and His purposes, our prayers
will be also narrow and confined. If ,ye are un
stable, unbelieving, and unspiritual, our prayers
may return unanswered. Faith, a good conscience,
a Im-ge hem-t, knowledge of the mind and will of
God, and a sense of OUT utter weakness, are the
proper prerequisites of prayer. Not many words
are needed: the desires of the SpiJ"it in our hearts,
with groanings that cannot be uttered, God will
attend to. I-le that seurcheth the heart, and
knoweth the mind of the Spirit, will give heed to
the feeblest cry. It is far more important to con·
sider the condition of our souls, and the truthful.
ness of our requests, than the mode of utterance Or
fm"m of speech. In prayer, we have to do with the
divine ear, and not with man's.-(Sdected.)
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As FORESHOWN IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION.

THE ADDRESSES TO THE CHURCHES, (Continued.)

Thyatira: the Reign of the World-Clwrc1l.
(Rev. H. 18-29.-Colltinl'erl.)

ROME it surely is, drawn with the few bold
strokes of a master-pencil,-Rome as the

Lord Himself sees and judges it. Good it is, and
necessary, to take our estimate of her from the
'vVord of God itself rather than from the judgments
of men, shifting and unstable as they have ever
proved. The judgment of God abides, and the
day that is coming will only affirm its decisions,
unutterably solemn as indeed they are. How clare
we indulge the false liberality so common in this
day in presence of the awful threatenings of the
passage before us?

"And I gave her space to repent of her fornica
tion, and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her
into great tribulation, except they repent of her
deeds. And I will kill her children with death;
and all the churches shall know that 1 am He that
searcheth the reins and hearts; and I will give to
everyone of you according to your works."

Thus the pitiless persecutor of God's people shall
uud sure doom from His hand at last ; and with
that judgment all heaven will be in sympathy: "I
heard as it were the voice of a great'inultitude in
hea vell, saying, 'Halleluiah! Salvation and glory
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and power unto the Lord our God, for true and
righteous are His judgments; for He hath judged
the great whore, which did corrupt -the earth with
her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of His
servants at her hand: And again they said, ' Halle
luiahJ' And her smoke riseth up forever and ever."

No· true charity can possibly soften down the
terms of divine judgment here pronounced, but will
rather echo the call of mercy in the meantime:
"Come out of her, My people, that ye be not par
takers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues:'

Yet it is ql1ite possible to judge Rome without
hesitation, and to partake. nevertheless. in what are
the works of Rome. We must remember, therefore,
that Rome is the" mot/u?" of harlots and abomina.
tions of the earth." Principles can be received and
followed which are essentially Romish, while we
reject the full development of them in the canons of
the Council of Trent or the creed of Pope Pius IV.
The features of popery, if carefully noted here, will
often be found under the guise of Protestantism.
And there is a tendency in them tQ reproduc'e
themselves together. Take Irvingism, in which,
in the most startling manner, all. the doctrines of
popery (without the pope) have sprung up into a
precocious maturity: and here, even the claim of
infallibility is found", though the pope is not: there
is the voice of the woman calling herself a prophet
ess, whether the woman's name be" Jezebel" or not

But in modified forms, the features of Rome may
be found where there is no pretension to infallibility,
and none at all to worldly supremacy for the Church
as such. Wherever the teaching of the Church is
maintained as authoritative, though it be over a
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body of Christians who make no claims to catho
licity, or to succession after the Romish manner,
and who do not propose to add to the Word of
God, but to be guided by it,-still, even here the
voice of the woman is heard, although the woman's
name be certainly 1Iot" Jezebel." Yet here, not only
the churches of the R~formation,but all churches
almost, stand. Nay, it is considered even that there
is no sure guarantee for orthodox)' where this is
not so. And indeed it cannot be denied that the
abolition of creeds has been very often loudly urged
by those who desired latitude as to the most posi
tive doctrines of the Word itself. The deniers of
eternal punishment have contended for it; the men
who put the inspiration of Scripture on the same
footing with the inspiration of Shakespeare; the
people who to retain Christianity must leave out
Christ. All these, in their various pleas against the
stiffness of a creed that they refused, have furnished
the most convincing arguments for its necessity.
Nor do I now propose to deal with these argu.
m.ents; they will come before us properly else
where. It is nevertheless true that, according to
Scripture, the Church never teaches. God teaches
by His Spirit, and the one authoritative teaching is
that of the inspired W ord,-truly authoritative,
because absolute truth itself. This much is true in
Jezebel's false claim, that infallible teaching alone
can demand obedience, as alone it can implicit faith.
Allow that the guide may lead astray, and how can
you require men to follow her? "If the blind lead
the blind, shall they not both fall into the ditch?"

But the creeds are to be submitted to because
they may be proved by Scripture, "by most certain
arguments," it is said. Well, it Scripture be so
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certain and so authoritative, what need of any thing
else? I believe indeed that it is certain and all
sufficient, and thus the argument proves too much.
Why seek to make certain what is already so, or
give authority to what is already and only authori
tative? In so doing. Scripture is dishonored in the
very method by which you would hallor it. Its
own testimony is, that it is "given by inspiration
of God, and profitable for doctrine, for correction,
for reproof, for instruction in righteousness; that
the man of God may be perfect, thcwougidy fur
nished unto all good works." But the authorita
tively imposed creed actually takes away the
appeal to Scripture, becoming itself the only per
missible appeal. If there be error in the creed, it
will have to be maintained as carefully as the truth
in it. If there be defect in the creed, the Scripture
cannot be allowed even to supplement it. It is, in
short, completely displaced from its rightful su
premacy over men. The conscience is not allowed
to be before God, and the most godly are just those
who will be forced most into opposition against the
human rule tluis Sl1 bstltutec1 Jor the c1i vine.

This we shall have to look at further at another
time, however. But it is evident. that Jezebel is
right thus ~r, in that she connects her right: of rule
over the people of God with the infallibility of the
prophetess. She displays, however, the falsity of
hel~ pretension by her refusal to submit her claims
in this respect to be judged by that which she owns
herself to be the Word of God. ITer infallibility
must not be tested, but received: whereas Scrip
ture itself, with a claim no less absolute, Mt tllat
'<}Cl'}} account submits to every possible test, as
sured that the 1l10re com plctc the test, the more



PRESENT THINGS, ETC.

will this claim be manifested and made good.
The true coin fears not the test which would at
once expose the counterfeit., ,Faith in Rome is
credulity and superstition; only: faith in Scripture
is intelligent, reasonable, and open-eyed.

In Scripture, the Church 'does not teach at all.
Th~ ipro'phets' speak; 'and -the rest" judge." The
Word itself is the "rule'by which all is judged, and
the:collscience is ~eptdirectly in the presence of
God Himself.: Allare'- exercised as to what is
spoken: :they are to take heed what they hear, as
well as- kow' tihey heari. - This exercise is necessary
to maintain the souHn vigor and in dependence.
Vigilan'ce, the constant habit of reference to God,
and walking befar:e' I-Iim are to be ever emphasized
and insisted ,om 'We tend continually to foUow
human authorities and traditional teachings, which
God;has continually to break through for us, send
ing us afresh to His Word, that our faith may not
stand in:thewisc1om of 'men, but in the power of
God. Thus alone true spiritual health is ;realized
and, preserved.

Church teaching is-one mark, then, of what in
Rome' has only come to full maturity. The seed
is scattered widely, and found in the most diverse
places. Another thing often to be met with inde
pendently is yet, quite similarly to this, the germ of
what is fully developed only in Romc. This is, the
claim fm-the Church of rightful supremacy over the
world.

In Rome, it is outspoken and defiant. Jezebel
reigns as a queen, and is no widow, and shall see
no sorrow. With her foot upon the necks of kings,
she can apply to herself the words which belong
to Christ,-" Thou shq,Jt tread upon the lion and the
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adder i the young lion and the dragon Thou shalt
trample underfoot" This needs, of course, no com
ment; but how many are there, Oil the other hand,
who sincerely believe that Christians should have
their place in the government of the worleJ,.--··nay,
should control it! 'Who, in fact, so 1it:tt~d? and
what could be so desirable for the world itself?

They do not sec that the world is never to be
subject to Christ until He take possessioll of it with
the rod of iron; that Satan is its prince and god,
never to be cast out until the Lord conH.:S Himself
from heaven i t.hat the world remains, therdore,
in steadfast opposition to what is of God, and
Christianity, if it root itself in it, only becomes
corrupted by it, and not its purit1er, The yoke
with unbelievers, which these principles of neces
sity bring about, is what at the start forfeits IOI" the
child of God the enjoyment of the child's proper
place, "For what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrightcousness? or what communion hath
light with darkness? or what COllcord hath Christ
with Belial? or what parI: hath he that: believcth
with an unbeliever? and what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? For ye arc t.he temple
of the living God, as God hath said,' I will dwell in
them mid walk in them, and I will be tlwir (-~od,

ancl they shall be My people. Wherefore Come oul
from among them, and be separate: and touch
not the unclean thing, and I will rcceivl..: you, and
will be a Father to you; and ye shall be My 1"iOllS

and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.' "
In Jezebel, the full maturity of these principles is

reached, and the Church attains its rule over the
world i but in so doing", z't Ittls entirely c!um,Ij'l'd its
cltaractt'1', It is nO longer the true Church, but the



PRESENT THINGS, ETC.

false, although in historical succession with the
true. The world's principles have leavened it; it
shelters the unclean "birds of the air," the fol
lowers of the" prince of the power of the air;" the
true followers of Christ are hunted down and de
strayed; and their only hope is here the coming of
the Lord Himself, which now for the first time in
these addresses becomes the Star of promise. "But
unto you I say, even unto the rest in Thyatira, as
many as have not this doctrine, and which have
not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I
will put upon you none other burden: but that
which ye have already hold fast tilll come. And
he that overcometh, and keepeth My works unto
the end, to him will I gi ve power over the natioJ;ls:
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers i
even as I received of My Father. And I will give
him the morning star."

Here is, plainly, the attitude of faith declared in
contrast with Jezebel's claim of rule. Rule! yes,
we are to have it when the Lord comes,-not be
fore. The reign of the saints is to be with Christ,
and although it is true that He now reigns, it is
upon the Father's throne-a throne which cannot
be shared with men. It is impossible, therefore,
that Christians can reign now. When as Son of
Man He takes His own throne, then indeed they
shall be associated with Him. This is in the prom
ise to the overcomer in Laodicea: "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down
with My Father in His throne."· .

It is in that day the rod of iron will be in His
hands, which, as we see here, He promises to share
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with His people. This is a direct reference to the
second psalm, where Christ is seen, as in the pur
pose of God, 11 set" upon the 11 holy hill of Zion,"
It is not a heavenly, but an earthly, throne. And
thereupon Christ's own voice is heard declaring
the decree which establishes Him in possession of
the earth: 11 I will declare the decree; the Lord hath
said unto Me, 'Thou art My Son, this day have I
begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will give Thee
the heathen for Thine inheritance, the uttermost
parts of the earth for Thy possession.''' This is
often quoted to show the gradual spread of the
gospel over the earth, but how, in fact, is Christ's
claim upon the nations to be made good? "Thou
sh~lt rule them with a rod of il"On; Thou shalt dash
them in pieces like a potter's vessel."

This is plainly not the grace of the gospel. It is
as plainly the exercise of the power in which He
associates the saints with Himself. It is again re
ferred to, when in the nineteenth chapter of this
book the white-horsed Rider, whose name is called
the Word of God, comes forth from heaven, at.
tended by His armies, to the judgment of the na
tions banded stilI, as in the second psalm, 11 against
the Lord and against His Christ." 11 And out of
His mouth goeth a sharp, two-edged sword, that
with it He should smite the nations, and I-le shall
rule them wit/ea rod of £1'01t, and He treadeth the
wine-press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God."

Thus the time of this rule is fixed definitely, and
its character it would seem impossible to mistake.
Till then, 11 overcoming" is in patience and 10ng
suffering, keeping Christ's works unto the end.

But the promise of the morning-star goes beyond
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this, even; and we must look at itwith correspond
ing attention. We have here the Lord's own inter
pretation, and in the same book. When the wholc
roll of prophecy has been unfolded and come to an
end, He returns to explain to us this significant
word. "I Jesus have sent Mine ang'cl to testify
unto you these things in the churches. I am the
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright
and Monzi1zg-Stal'." . Thc Revelation, ancl thus the
New-Testament as a whole, closes with this an
nouncement. It is striking, therefore, to find the
Old Testament closing, in Malachi, with a con
b'asted announcement, which yet applies to the
same glorious Speaker, who thus takes His place in
connection with the promises of both parts of the
vVord. The Old Testament, with its earthly
promises, closes with this: "Unto you that fear My
name shall the Suu of Rigltteollsuess arise with heal
ing in His wings." The New Testament, with its
heavenly promises,speaks, not of the Sun of Right
eousness, but of the Morning-Star.

The Old-Testament promise may seem the fuller
thing. It is more to have the sun rise, surely, one
would say, than the moming-star,-to have the day
than the promise of the day. And this is true from
the Old-Testament point of view: the star shines
ant of heaven, does not brighten the earth at all;
but in its OWN spltc1'e it is bright nevertheless. And
this is the key to its New.Testament use. The Star
shines its welcome for us out of those heavenly
places in which our blcssings as Christians are.
Christ is coming to bring the day to the whole
earth. The glory of the Lord, like the solar radio
ance, is going to C(lver it, as the waters cover the
sea. It shall rise upon Israel, and the Gentiles
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comc to the light, and kings to the brightness of its
rising. But before this, our eyes shall have beheld
Him; and when this comes, our higher, better place
shall be already with Him. For His promise to us
is, .. I will come again, and receive you unto Myself,
that where I AM,"-in His own eternal home,
"there ye may be also."

How beautiful this reminder, then, here, where
the glitter of earthly rule and dignity seeks to at
tract and insnare the saints of Godl Like the Lord's
words to the seventy when they returned to Him
again with joy, saying, "Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through Thy name!" With I-lis
face toward the very scenes of which we have been
speaking, He replies, " I saw Satan as lightning fall
from heaven! Behold, I g-ive you power to tread
on scrpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy; anclllothing shall by any means hurt
you. Notwithstandil1g,"-and here is the parallel
so complete,-" in this rejoice not, that the spirits
are subject unto you, but rather rejoice because
J!our 1lames an' 'w1'ittc1l in Item/tOn."

Though our reign be over the earth, and when
He appears we shall appear with Him in glory, yet
our" mansions "-our abiding-places, as the word
means,-are not on earth, but in the Father's house,
of which the tcmple, with it.s "patterns of thihgs
in the heavenlies," was the type and presentation
upon earth. " My Father's house" was Christ's
name for the temple. This had its temporary
apartments for the priest..'i, as they came up in their
courses to fulfill their service at ] crusalem. And
is it not in designed contrast that: our Lord desig
nates Ollr places in the Father's hOllse above, not: as
temporary, but abidt'Ilg-.placcs? To I< abide," 1/ C011-
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tinue," is one of the characteristic words in john's
gospel, and it is in perfect harmony with the gospel
of Christ's deity that it should be so; all that be
longs to Deity abz"dcs" and here, in the place of the
presence of God, are our not temporary but eter
nal abodes.

But" the Morning-Star Il is more than our abode.
The abode we shall have, to enjoy it, but Himself
it is we are called to enjoy. /l I am the bright and
Moming-Star." /l Father, I will also that those
whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I
am; that they may behold My glory, which Tholl
hast given Me; for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world."

How blessed to be forever where t\1is glory is
displayed, and where the eye will be perfect to let
in the light! /l We know that, when He shall ap
pear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is." And in order to see Him as He is. we
must be like Him. The passage is often read the
reverse way; as if it were the sight of Him that
would change us into His likeness: but I do not
believe that to be the thought. The truth is, that
as we must have the divine nature to know God,
so we must be in Christ's moral image to appre
hend Him. Man knows man by reason of the
commOn nature; here, where all obstruction is at
last removed, and we enter into life as our abiding
and exclusive condition,-the "body of death"
gone forever,-here we shall be at last face to face
with Christ indeed. And this will seal and perfect
the blessedness of a life always in us essentially
dependent. We shall still and ever, 110W with no
inner obstruction to prevent its realization, be
.. complete" (or" filled full") "in Him."
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The Morning-Star anticipates the day, and we
shall be gathered lip to Christ before He appears
for the judgment yet deliverance of the earth.
T/ten, those who have suffered will reign with Him.
When judgment shall return to righteousness,
the rod, no longer a serpent, returns to the hand of
that great Shepherd of whom Moses was but the
fore-shadow,-we shall be with Him, t.o take joy
ful part in that" restitution of all things" which He
comes to effect. When the Sun of Righteousness
arises, ". then shall the righteous shine fort.h as
the sun, in the kingdom of their Father." The rod
will then be the irresistible" rod of iroll," but how
beneficent shall be its sway! "Then, judgment shall
dwell in th~ wilderness, and righteousness remain
in t.he fruitful field; and the work of righteousness
shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness,
quietness and assurance forever. And My people
shall dwell in a peaceable habitatioll, and in SLlre
dwellings, amI in quiet resting--places." For now,
as never yet, " a King- shall reign in right.eousness,
and princes shall rule in judgment. And a Man
shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a
covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land."

The word, then, to the OVC1"COmCr is, "Hold fast
t.ill I come!" The night-watch is 1101: over; nor
will the failed Church recovcr itself. The watch
word of comfort is, 11 Unt.il I come." The true arc
but [l remnant', and Romc's cat/(o/idt)1 is but a
decisive proof of the general departure. Revivals
there may be, but uo ret.urn. Good it is for those
who accept humbly the lesson, which stains fm'cver
thc glory of man. 11 The corruption of the best
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thing is the worst corruption." We have had God's
"best thing" nearly two thousand years in hand:
what have we done with it? Shall we do better
now? It is easy to judge Rome; to judge, z'1l Rome,
our Own utter and ruinous failure, is that to which
God calls, and in which alone blessing is. Then,
blessed be God, the Morning.Star rises in the dark
ened sky: "At midnight there was a cry made,
'Behold, the Bridegroom! go ye out to meet Him.' "

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches!"

MY THREEFOLD REST.

1.

" Come unto Me, all ye ilIa! labor and are lzeQ1ry-laden,
and I 'will gi1Jc )'OU rcst." (Matt. xi. 28.)

FROM sin and sins, dear Lord, I rest,
Altar and Priest and Sacrifice Thou art;

By law and sin no D10re opprest,
I share in Thy beatitude a part.
My yesterdays are coverecl by Thy blood;
To-day, my only shelter is Thy power;
To-morrow, Thou wilt be as strong and good

As in the past most gracious hour.

II.
" Take My)'oke upon )'Olt, and learn of life; for I am meek

alld 10Ully i1t !teart;, al/d ye slzall find 1'est
Ullto )'0111' souls."(v. 29.)

I rest by serving at Thy will,-
Thy yoke is easy, and Thy burden light; .

And peace grows deep, and deeper stIll,
As my obedience proves Thy might.
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I hold my powers alone for Thee,
Use them in loving errands of Thy grace;

And calm me, though I may not see
Thy methods, UR before Thy face.

Ill.
"There remai?zeth, therefore, a rest to the people of God."

(Heh. Iv. n.)
And yet the noblest rest remains

In sweet reserve for hope and love;
It hath no place for sighs or pains, '

'Tis kept a glad surprise above.
Oh, rest untroubled and serene,

In Thy bright presence, spotless Lamb!
Fit me each day, by every scene,

For robe and harp, for crown and palm.
• Stone.

THE MAN OF GOD'S DELIGHT.
(An Emtraot.)

A S to the connection between psalm i. 1-3 and
] ohn vii. 38, I think the first psalm is a delin

eation of the character, walk, and fruitfulness of the
Lord Himself, the Man of God's delight. He
neither walked in the counsels of the ungodly, nor
stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of
the scornful; but His delight was in the law of the
Lord, and in it He meditated day and night, ac
cording to psalm cxix. 97-100. In Him God saw,
and sets before us for our imitation, a Man whose
delight it was to do His will as revealed in His
law-t'o e., the Word of God. Hence His fruitful.
ness; for the secret and power of fruitfulness is
subjection to God (] no. xv.). But psalm i. presents
Him to us rather, I think, as the corn of wheat,
yet abiding alone. He was indeed the tree planted
by the river of water, lIt C01tstant, ult{Jrokm C011t-
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11ZUIlz'Oll 'wz'tft God, whose leaf faded not, and which
brought forth I-lis fruit ilt season. Every thing in
Him delighted God. He said the right thing at
the right time and in the right place. God says to
us, Scc the Man who always pleases Me; and see
Him-flOw He does it. Hc knows how and when
to speak, how and whcn to be silent, even though
Himself is defamed; He knows what to do and
what not to do, when to go and when not to go,
what: to say and what not to say. I-le is neither an
enthusiast nor a mere rensoner, neither elated by
acclamations of praise nor dejected by the scorn
and contempt of those who felt His majesty and
their own inferiority. I-le is superior to the world,
to man, to Satan; and without sin, I-lis branches
are richly loaded with the fruit that God delights
in. This is the Mmt whose springs are in God,
whose strength and stlfliciency God is, and in
whom Gael delights. But in all this strength and
majesty, this rich fruitfulness in living connection
with its source for man (God), He stood alone,
Himself could drink to the full from the fountain
of all joy ancl strength, and through Him indeed
came blessi.ng to others. Still He was pent up
straightened, because I-le had a baptism withal to
be bapti.zed. Yet so fixed was I-lis purpose to do
the will of Him that. sent Him, and to finish His
work, that He could tlllticipate that work in its
blessed rcsults to others. He st.ands up in that the
last gl'cat day o[ the feast (strange feast where
were those who were athirstl), in which there was
indecd t.he olltwanl [orm of approach to the source
of blessing and refreshmcnt., but. no 1'cal approach,
(and the form without reality is the saddest kind
of poverty,) and cries, "If any man thirst, let him
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come unto Me, and drink." If I mistake not, it is
the only occasion (besides that on the cross) that
He cries, as if the vehemence of His desire to im
part blessing to those who are famishing for it
while they are spending their labor for naught
as if that untellable }j'umillg love that yearned to
give to the needy was only equaled in its vehemence
and intensity by the intensity of the suffering that
proved it to be stronger than death. "He that
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living water." I think
the allusion here is to Isaiah xxxii. 2, with· possibly
Isaiah xliv. 3. In the psalm, we have more the
effect of the river in the fruitfulness of the Tree.
It is planted by the water which nourishes it. In
John vii., it is the waters that are to flow ant
unchecked. The tree is always, I think, what the
individual is in himself and for God i and that too,
I think, in nature and under the law. Christ was
fruitful there, but who else? The rivers of living
water flowing out of the belly is what God does in
grace for man and through man. It never existed
before the exaltation of Christ. "This spake He of
the Spirit, which they that believe on I-Iim should
receive; for as yet the Holy Ghost was not, be
cause that Jesus was not yet glorified." It had
never been before. It was not a tree bearing fruit
to God, but God opening u'p all the floodgates of
blessing to man through man,-first, through the
obedient, humbled, and now exaltecl Man, and in
connection with Him, those who believe. Notice,
the Lord does not say that everyone who would
like to be a fruitful tree, and would like to bring
forth something for God; but seeing the real pov
erty and need, He says, "If any man thirst, let him
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come unto Me, and drink," and he shall not only
have what he needs for himself, but shall become
a channel of richest blessing to others.

w. W.

"IT IS I: BE NO'f AFRAID."

MY dear suffering one, I can see only the Lord
in all this which you are now passing through.

1. can see no enemy, no injustice of the creature,
no triumph of evil, so bdghtly does the love and
wisdom of God shine over it all.

God is perfecting that '''' hich concerns you; an9.
these are His instruments of blessing to you, if ac
cepted in His will and submitted to for His sake.
He does not cause all this wrong-doing, but He
overrules all, permits all, even causing the wrong
doing of others to be a ministry of good to His
dear children. Has He not declared, and will He
not perform? "No evil shall befall thee."-"All
things work together for good." Did not Job say,
(though all his affliction was directly from the hand
of Satan, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away: blessed be the name of the Lord!" Never
did there seem such triumph of the powers of
darkness as when Christ was crucified and laid in
the tomb. Thank God, things are not what they
seem. It. was t.he hour of God's victory; it was
the overthrow of Satan's kingdom j it gave to the
world a risen Christ, who liveth for evermore.

Christ feared not to go by that way to accom
plish the will of Gael.. So, beloved, fear not to go
by the way He is now leading you, even unto the
death of self, reputation and all, that you may rise
in all the life of God.
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It is not for man to appoint his steps. God in
His providence has brought you by this way; ac.
cept it as God's will to you; take it as the cup the
Father offers you. "The cup w hieh My Father
giveth Me, shall I not drink it?"

The crucifixion of 'self, and the regulation of all
right desires, can only be accomplished by true
and perfect submission. The will is the essence of
the body of self; and in order to have it brought
into perfect harmony with God's will, we must
submit to all the discipline of life as it comeS to us
in God's causive or permissive will. We, as con
~ecTated children, must acknowledge all as from
the Lord. Be patient: believe all things: wait for
the end. God will let no enemy, no wrong, trio
umph over us. "And we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God."
(Rom. viii. 28.) .

" My happy sDul, since it hath learned to die,
Rath found new life in Thine infinity."

M.E.C.

DAILY BREAD IN HARD TIMES.

"I T'S dreadful to live this way! I do wonder why God
does n't answer YOllr prayer and send you some

work," said Mrs. Wilson.
"Are you hungry, wife? I'm sure I thought we had

a good breakfast," responded John Wilson.
"But we've nothing for dinner! "
"But it is n't dinner-time yet, my wife."
"Well, I must confess I'd like to know what we are to

have just a little while before dinner-time."
"God has said our bread and water shall be sure, but
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He has not promised that we shall know before-hand
where it's coming from."

"Father," said little Maggie, "do you s'pose God knows
what time we have dinner?"

"Yes, my dear child, I suppose He knows exactly that.
I've done my best to get work, and I'll go out now and
look about."

John Wilson went away to seek work, and spent that
forenoon seeking vainly. God saw that here was a dia
mond worth polishing. He subjected His servant's faith
to a strain, but it bore the test. I will not say that no
questionings or painful thoughts disturbed the man as
he walked homeward at noon. Four eager, hungry little
children, just home from school, to find the table un
spread, and no dinner ready for them; an aged and in
firm parent, from whom he had concealed as far as possi
ble all his difficulties and perplexities, lest he should feel
himself a burden in his old age,-awakened to a realiza
tion that there was not enough for him and them,-these
were not pleasant· pictures to contemplate; and all
through the weary forenoon Satan had been holding them
up to his view, and it was only by clinging to the Lord,
as drowning men cling to the rope that is thrown to them,
that he was kept from utter despondency.

"Thou knowest, 0 Lord, that I've done. my best to
support my family. My abilites are small, but I've done
my best. Now, Lord, I'm waiting to see Thy salvation.
Appear for me! Let me not be put to shame.

11 , Increase my faith, increase my hope,
Or soon my strength will fall.' "

So he prayed in his own simple fashion as he walked
along.

He drew near to his own door with something of shrink
ing and dread. But the children rushed out to meet him
with joyous shouts.

"Come right in, father j quick! We've got a splendid
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dinner all ready. We've been waiting for you, and we're
fearfully hungry."

The tired steps quickened, and the strongly drawn
lines in the weary face softened to a look of cheerful
questioning, such as was oftenest seen there. He came
in and stood beside his wife, who was leaning over the
fire, dipping soup out of the big dinner-pot with a ladle.

"How is this, mother?" said he.
"Why, father! Mr. Giddings has been over from

Bristol. He came just after you went out. And he says
a mistake was made in your account last August, which
he has just found out by accident; he owed you fifteen
shillings more, and he paid it to me. So 1--"

"I don't think it was by accident, though," said John
Wilson," interrupting her.

"Do you think it was accident that sent us that money
to-day, mother?" persisted the thankful man.

"No, I don't think so," said the wife, humbly; and I
am thankful. You have'nt heard the whole, though. Mr.
Giddings wants you next Monday for all the week, and
he thinks for all summer."

. The grace at the table was a long one, full of thanks
and praise, but not even the youngest child was impatient
at its length.-(Seleeted.}

ON CHRISTIAN INTERCOURSE.,
(An E:ctrqct.)

I CANNOT doubt but that much of that lack of deep,
settled, habitual peace of which so many complain is

very justly traceable to the light and tdfling habits of
conversation in which they indulge,-to their reading of
newspapers and other light works. Such things must
grieve the Holy Spirit; and if the Holy Spirit is grieved,
Christ cannot be enjoyed; for it is the Spirit alone who,
by the written Word, ministers Christ to the soul.

I do not mean to deny that very many feel this lack of
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p.eace who do not engage in such things. By nO means;
but I say that these things must necessarily be productive
of mnch serious injury to our spiritual health, and must
superinduce a sickly condition of soul, which is most dis
honoring to Christ.

It may be that some who have long been accnstomed to
a so-called high teaching will turn away from such plain,
practical principles as these. It will be pronounced legal
ism; and the writer may be accused of seeking to bring
people into a sort of bondage, and of casting them upon
themselves. I can only say, God forbid. The opening
statements of this paper should furnish a decisive answer
to such an accusation. If it be legalism to direct attention
to the matter of conversation, then it is the legalism of the
epistle to the Ephesians; for there we find that" foolish
talking and jesting" are amongst the things which are
not to be "once named among us, as becometh saints." SI<

Again, we read," Let your conversation be always with
grace, seasoned with salt." These are plain statements of
Scripture-statements, moreover, found in immediate con
nection with some of the most elevated doctrines of
inspiration; and it will be found, that where those plain
statements are not allowed their full weight on the con
science, the higher truths are not enjoyed. I can neither
enjoy nor walk worthy of my "high calling" if I am in
dulging in " foolish talking and jesting:"

I quite admit the need of carefully avoiding all affected
sanctimoniousness, or fleshly restraint. The sanctimoni
ousness of natnre is fu 11)' as bad as its levity, if not
worse. But why exhibit either the one or the other?
The gospel gives us something far better. Instead of
affected sanctimoniousness, the gospel gives us n:al sallC
tif}'J' and instead of levity, it gives us 1101)1 dleerj1flness.

* The "'ord which Is rendered "Jesting," tokcs In \\"hot Is commonly
cnllcd U wit'" le humol'," Hpl1l1ulng," 11 repartee.1I nnd slwh like. It il:l well
to remembcr this. The word" Jesting" would Ict n grcnt dcnl poss which
should Ilome llUder t1le edge of the original word, w1llc1l Is n compound
01 tlVO Grock worll8, signifying, "to tl11'n welL"
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There is no need to affect any thing, for if I am feeding
upon Christ, all is reality, without any effort. The nloment
there is effort, it is all perfect weakness. If I say I must
talk about Christ, it becomes terrible bondage; but if my
soul is in communion, all is natural and easy, for "out
of the abundance of the heart the month speaks." It
is said of a certain little insect, that it always exhibits the
color of the leaf on which it feeds. So is it exactly with
the Christian. It is very easy to tell what he is feeding
upon.

But it may be said by some that" we cannot be always
talking about Christ." I reply that just in proportion as
we are led by an ungrieved Spirit will all our thoughts
and words be occupied about Christ. We, if we are chil
dren of God, will be occupied with Him throughout eter
nity; and why not now? We are as really separated
from the world 1101lJ as we shall be then " but we do not
realize it, because we do not walk in the Spirit.

It is quite true that in entering into the matter of a
Christian's habit of conversation, one is takinglow ground;
but then it is needful ground. It would be much happier
to keep on the high ground; but, alas! we fail in this;
and it is a mercy that Scripture and the Spirit of God
meet us in our failure. Scripture tells us we are" seated
in heavenly places, in Christ;" and it tells us also not "to
steal." It may be said that it is low ground to talk to
heavenly men about stealing; yet it is Scripture-ground,
and that is enough for us. The Spirit of God knew
that it was not sufficient to tell us that we are seated in
llCaz1e1z,' He also tells us how to conduct ourselves on earth,'
and our experience of the former will be evidenced by
our exhibition of the latter. The walk llere proves how
I enter into my place there.

Hence, I may find in the Christian's walk a very legiti
mate ground on which to deal with him about the actual
condition of his soul before God. If his walk is low,
carnal, and worldly, it must be evident that he is not real-
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7.ing his high and holy position as a member of Christ's
,ody, and a tcmple of God.

Whereforc, to all who are prone to indulge in habits of
ight and trifiing conversation or reading, I wonld affec
ionately hut solemnly say, Look well to the general state
If your spiritual health. Bad symptoms show themselves
-ccrtain l~vidences of a disease working within-a dis
~ase, it may bc, more or less affecting the very springs
)f vitality. lleware how you allow this disease to make
)rogress. lktake yourself at once to the Physician, and
I<lltakc of His prcdous halm. Your whole spiritual
~onstitution may he deranged, and nothing can restore
.ts tone save the healing virtues of what He has to
~ive you.

A fresh view of the excellency, preciousness, and beauty
)f Christ is the only thing to lift the sonl up out of a low
:onditinn. All our barrenness aud poverty arises from
DUI' having' let slip Christ. It is not that He has let us
slip. No; blessed be His namc, this cannot be. But,
practically, w,e have let Him slip, and ns a consequence,
our tonc has becomc so low, that it is at times difficult to
recognb:e any thing of tht~ Christian in us but the mere
name. We have stopped short ill 0111' practical career.
We have not entcred as we should into the meaning of
ChrisL's "eup and haptism;" wc have failed in seeking
fellowship with Him in His sufferings, death, and !'esur
recti 011. We havc sought the result of all these, as
wrought out in Him; but we have not entered experi
l11eutally into thcm, and hcn<:c our melancholy declinc,
frolll whic:h nothing- can recover liS but getting more
into the fnllnes:; of Christ.

C.lI.M.

11 TmmE is nothing' in which wc so signally fail as in the
culLivation of a cOl1liding and thankful spitit."

/lOUR path thrnl1gh the desert is sLl'cwl:'d with ennntless



332 ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

mercies; and yet let but a cloud the size of a man's hand
appear on the horizon, and we at once forget the rich
mercies of the past in view of this single cloud, which
after all may only' break in blessing on our head.' "

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Q. 38.~" Can yOll give me some light on I Pet. iv. (j ?"

Ans.-It must be taken in connection with what imme
diately precedes it. The apostle has been speaking of the
changed lives of the Christian converts, which exposed
them to the reproaches of the Gentiles rOl11lU; but they
must give account to Him who was ready to judge both
the living and the dead.

This leads him to speak, in the verse before us, of the
uniform effect of the gospel wherever received, and iu
which they were one with all the saints departcd. " For
for this cause was the gospel prcached aLso 'to them that
are dead:" not, as some have strangely imagined, who
were dead when they were preached to, but who arc 1101CI

deau,-"that they might be judged acconling to men in
the flesh, but live according to Gou in the spirit."

The gospel had for its necessary result the bringing'
ont of all the ways and thoughts of natural men (mcn in
the flesh). And this exposed its converts to tlte false
judgment of such men. But according' to God in thc
spirit they then really and for the first time li11td .. they
had true, divine life, rccognized and approved by I-I ill1. In
this, the living saints only followed in thc steps of tllflsl~

passed away; and, in the nature of things, the oPPllsilion
on the part of men must be,-it was only the expressio\l
of the oppositiop between their former and their Jlresent
lives.


