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“HE THAT BELIEVETH
Is not condemned,

but he that believeth not is condemned already.”

OST awful sight!—on Calv'ry's mount
M Three crosses stand in bold relief;
There in the midst the Saviour dies,
On either side a thief. |
Oh! blessed Saviour, by Thy pain
Thy loved ones reap-eternal gain.

What led Thee to that awful cross?
What brought the Sinless One so low?

"T'was not for aught that He had done,—

| No sin of His, Ah! no.

‘God’s spotless Lamb,—the Victim slain,

For us He died, and lives again,

"Twas sin that nailed His blessed hands
“And feet to that accurséd cross;
Your sins and mine, O fellow-man,
| He bore, to suffer thus,
But we, like that poor thief, believed ;
Like him, eternal life received.

In these three crosses we behold
" The saved, the Saviour, and the lost.
The story of our ruined world,

“The Saviour’s death the cost.
Heaven's door is closed against our sin,
But faith in Jesus let us in.

| - | A McD.
" Plainfield, N. J. ‘
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JACOB'S MISTAKE.

(Continued from page 293.)

LL this is the spirit of Jacob as long as he is Jacob,
Human power must be supplemented by human
artifice, where it is found, as it is soon found, so

greatly wanting. When in the presence of God we have
measured ourselves, and have learned the secret of strength
in Him, of necessity all these things drop off. Does God
need man to sin for Him? Can He not afford to be
open and honest? So as we wait upon God, our hearts
are purified by the faith that is in Him, for faith is at
once the worker and the purifier. How good, then, is it
to wait upon Him! Tt is just one thing that the fes/ can
never do. Work, it can; plan, it can; but wait upon God, it
cannot. What wonder, then, that God should send trouble
to loosen our hold of other things, that we may lay hold
of Him with both our hands, and lean upon Him with all
our weight, and in result, find His strength made perfect
in our human weakness?

This is what makes us Israels; and yet there is some-
thing more to be considered. For it is to be well under-
stood that Peniel is not the place where Jacob becomes
fully what his name is. As I have said before, he receives
it, but is not confirmed in it. Nor only so: Peniel is not
in the full sense what Jacob calls it. God is not yet seen
face to face, although he says so. Could he, had he
really met God so, add to them what he does, as if it were
the great thing to rejoice in, “I have seen God face to
face, and my Zife is preserved’”? Could he say to his
brother Esau directly after, “I have seen thy [ace, as if 1
had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with
me'’'? Who that had seen the glorious face of God could
compare it with Esau’s?

Nay, it is in the darkness he meets God here, and not
in the light. When the dawn breaks, He departs. Nor
does He answer the request to know His name. ¢ And
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Jacob asked him, and said, ‘Tell me, I pray thee, thy
name.” And he said, ‘Wherefore dost thou ask after
my name?’ And he blessed him there.”

So that though he does indeed get blessing, it is not
yet full blessing. And indeed how little like Israel is he
in the scene that immediately follows with his brother!
God has indeed Esau in hand; but JacoD, fawning in the
dust, seems still the same Jacob. He does not go “after
my lord, to Seir.” He goes to Succoth, and builds him
a house there. Then he buys a portion of a field before
the Hivite city of Shechem; Dinah going out to see the
Canaanitish women of the land, falls and is defiled;
Simeon and Levi, with a craft and rage that the Spirit of
of God pronounces accursed, destroy the whole city.
Jacob, through all, shows only utter weakuess. His
crippled thigh may be plain, but not his power with
God, nor yet with men.

Striking contrast with his claim of the name and of the
power! For on that ¢ parcel of a field” which he buys,
he erects an altar which he consecrates to the name of
El-elohe-Israel—*“ God "—or the Mighty One,—* Israel’s
God.” Plainly, he is not disposed to think lightly of his
divinely given name; nor lightly to estimate the ¢“power”
ascribed to him in it. “God i1s Israel’'s God,” he says;
“God belongs to Israel.” And then, as in defiance of the
assertion, the blast of ruin comes. The miserable man
shrinking with horror from the bloody swords of his sons,
shrinks yet more as he realizes the condition into which
he is brought with the Canaanites around: “Ye have
troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants
of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites;
and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves
together and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my
house.”

Why, then, is this? What is the secret of this collapse
on the part of Jacob, so immediately following what is
manifestly signal and divine blessing? The following
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chapter shows Israel is not yet properly Israel. He has
to be confirmed in the possession of his name, as he there
its. And yet of course the fault is entirely his, and must
be his. - Let us proceed, and this will explain itself.
Facob has jforgotten Belhel, that place so eventful in his
history already, to be so still more in the time to come.
God must recall him to it. |

“And God said unto Jacob, ‘Arise, and go up to
Bethel, and dwell #here; and make #ziere an altar unto
God, who appeared nnto thee when thou fleddest from
the face of Esau thy brother.””

At once a change takes place, and it is apparent that
there is indeed a cause of weakness such as that we no
longer wonder at what has occurred, but only at the grace
which can deal so mercifully with those who have dishon-
ored Him, *Then Jacob said unto his household, and to
all that were with him, ‘ Put away the strange gods that
are among you, and be clean, and change your garments;
and let us arise, and go up to Bethel . .. . And they
gave unto Jacob all the strange gods that were in their
hands, and the earrings that were in their ears, and Jacob
hid them under the oak which was by Shechem,”

And immediately the power of God manifests itself.
““ And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon
the cities that were round about them, and they did not
pursue after the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to Luz,
which is in the land of Canaan,—that is, Bethel, he and
all the people that were with him. And he bu1lL thete
an altar, and called the place El-Beth-el.”

- How m:uked is the difference now ! El-Bet'he[ stands
in manifest opposition to the forsaken altar of El-elohe-
Israel. God is no longer for him the God of Israel
simply: He is now “God of His own house,” a house
which speaks necessarily of something which beloucrs to
God, and must be kept in the holiness which becomes
His dwellmg -place. The sanctuary is the only place of
strength and refuge for man, for it is .the only place in
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which He dwells, in whom is our hiding-place. And from
this, in absolute holiness, He governs every thing. . It is
clezu that His power cannot be used against Himself;
that man cannot be the Master, but only God ; that we

belong to Him, not He to us; and thus is Jacob's great
mistake revealed. Was the power of God to be associated
with the false gods in Jacob’s tents? Was it to be used
in behalf of a house built where Jacob was to be a pilgrim
and a stranger? or a piece of ground bought in close
association with a heathen city? This could not be.
Jacob must learn that it is not God who belongs to him,
but he to God. In this way, and in this way only, can
the power he has learnt be used.

And so “God appeared unto Jacob again, when he

came out of Padan Aram, and blessed him.”"—How his
wanderings since at Succoth and at Shechem are passed
over here as so much lost time !—*“And God said unto
him, ‘Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called
any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name." And He
called his name ¢ Israel.””
- Now he has got it, then, in full possession: divine
strength to do the divine will, and to walk in divine ways.
No other way, surely, could the gift be given or enjoyed.
Would we have power to work disaster with our own wills?
Would we have power without the guard of holiness?
Would this be a greater gift, or 1o gift? a blessing, or in
fact a dreadful curse? =~ |

No one, of course, could hesitate a moment how to
answer a question put-in that way, And yet in secret,
and under the most plausible pretexts, do we not desire
and expect what is indeed forever impossible? . Was not
Jacob doing just this at Succoth ? syas he-not at Shechem?
Has he no imitators in these Christian days?

Alas! it is what is being attempted every where—to
be Israels, while forgetting Bethel,—to find the power
of God in the path of self-will. Ah, on the other hand,
would we only have the gift with the necessary conditions
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of it, how would the power of God indeed be realized!

For here at Bethel God proclaims Himself, what He did
before to Abraham and to Isaac, the Almighty God, and
bids him be fruitful and multiply, and assures to him
afresh all the promises to his fathers. Surely for us, no
less than for him, is all this: it is written, not for his sake,
but for ours. We need but to give up to Him what is
His,—t0 be, without reserve, surrendered to Him, to know
how His strength is made perfect in weakness—how all-
sufficient His grace is.

Oh, to be perfectly surrendered! Why should our
own wills be so dear to us? Why should we prefer our
ways to His only wise and holy ones? why choose certain
disaster, instead of pleasantness and peace? Surely,
there is no infatuation like that of unbelief; for unbelief
it s, and only that which can refuse entire submission to
Him who is at once our God and ounr Father,

Only let us remember that it is in our weakness that
His strength is perfected. Our weakness remains still
weakness. The strength is His, though continually put
forth for us. It is our infirmities in which we glory,
that the power of Christ may rest upon us. Doubly
blessed is it to be thus continually made aware of the
love that is set upon us, of the arm that shields us, of the
might that works through us, Through all, God accom-
plishes in us a weaning from ourselves which is our only
security. ‘““We are the circumcision who worship God
in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh™ (Phil. iii. 3). At the end, as at
the begmnmb, in saint or in sinner, confidence in one’s
self is confidence in the flesh.

LT will often be found that thase who get on most rapidly
in theory are the slowest in the practical and experimental
elements, because it is more a work of the intellect than
of heart and conscience,
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~ Divn NUMBEBI){G THE PEOPLE. -
A Lecture [Jy T/V C. Fohnston, T/zm sday, Fuly 11, 1889,

¢ Ohx on. xxi,; 2 Sam, xxi. 1, &c.; xxiv. 1.)

. E learn from these last passages what helps us to
understand the state of things brought before us
in © Chron. xxi. From one point of view, you

might say, David, and what %e does, are chiefly in ques-

tion. As we look again, in the hcrht of the other scrip-
tares, Israetl is brought before us, and God is taking
notice of the moral state of the nation. Next, we find
this thought coming out, that the circumstances give

Satan a place and an opportunity. Look, then, first at

the thought that it is the whole moral condition of the

nation as discerned by God. It may find its expression
in the conduct of the king, but putting that and the state
of the people together, you then find that God permits

Satan, as in the case of Job, to help to bring about the

recovery and blessing on which the heart of God was set.

But .only to a certain extent can Satan accomplish the

work; and whén his part is-accomplished, God can come

jin and do His ownr blessed work. In Job's case, you find

Satan permitted to go a certain length, but ere the soul of

Job can be reached, and God’s thoughts for him brought

home to him in power, so that he Jdows, taking his true

place, God has to come in and reveal Himself. Now, as
with the -individual, we may find thé same with the
nation. - We may also think of what the Spirit of God
lias given us here as some of the things which happened
unto Israel, and are types for us, and that they are
written for our- learning. - SR

‘Here, then, look at the p1ev1ous chapter for a moment.

(r Chron. xx) '“It came -to pass, that after the year was

expired, at the time thdt: kings go ount to battle, Joab

led forth the power of the army, and wasted the country
of the children of Amnion,” etc.; and, aftéer the victories



316 DAVID NUMBERING THE PLOPLE,

rehearsed, in the last verse we may read, just to sum up,
“These were born unto the giant in Gath; and they fell
by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants,”
Why these triumphs come specially before us is, to see
how we may discern the moral state of the people, and
learn by what was then made manifest what may be
instructive to ourselves, as these things were written for
our learning. Just as we see in the Lord Himself, Satan
soon has his place; and in the three things with which he
tempts the Lord, we may say you get under so many
heads all possible temptations of Satan. As it might be
rendered, “ When the_devil had ended every temptation,
he departed,” etc.” You may find, then, in the temptation
of the Lord, briefly summed up, every possible way in
which Satan may reach the people of God, By looking
at such principles, we may be instructed as to how he
may be permitted to reach God’s people now, and how
God's Word may meet us, and teach us through such
trials, and bring us nigh in heart to Himself. We find,
first, for instance, that with Satan there is that which is
personal; he appeals to self in his first attack upon the
Lord. He puts what comes home to the individual in a
selfish way. Next, you find, if you take Luke's order,
that it is what is held up in the way of worldly glory.
Next, you find what is brought up in connection with the
Scriptures, or the things of God, the spiritual temptation.
Now take these principles and see how frequently they
come up in the history of God's ways, and how they may
throw light upon what is before us at this time. For
instance, Israel in Egypt has to find out that Satan is
acting by violence and power, There, you may find him
so engaged at the beginning; but after they had been all
these years in the wilderness, when on the plains of Moab,
and about to enter the land, you find the same enemy
with the same malice. But he has an entirely different
method of attack, and through what takes place by
Balaam, you find his subtlety is brought to bear so that
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God's purposes in connection with the people of Israel
may be frustrated. He is the same enemy, only he is
attacking the people in another way. And we are told
by the Spirit that we should not be ignorant of his
devices, so that if now amongst the saints of God there
may not be what there was in the days of persecution by
the rack, the fire, or the sword; you may not have the
wrath of the enemy, as in the martyi’s pllc or the other
forms of violence which came upon saints in earlier days;
but what have we? The seme enemy, ceaselessly acting
in his malicious way to frustrate God's purposes in con-
nection with the blessing of His people.

You may find this principle illustrated in David's his-
tory. Take his earlier career, when he and his followers
are hunted like outlaws, you may find Satan's efforts to
set aside God’s appointed king. That could not be and
has not been done. The king has been set upon the
throne, and has prospered.  Here, as we see, in one short
chapter, you have a wonderful epitome of his triumphs.
Has Satan missed what is going on? By no means.
Now, then, he will attack David and Israel in another
way. This surely gives the key to what we find here,
There is a proud thought in the heart of the king, and he
must number the people gver whom he reigns. Ah! what
do we find there? “Pride goeth before destruction, and
a haughty spirit before a fall.” When David is hunted
by Saul, and can scarcely find sustenance, he is depend-
ing on God. Satan fails to overcome this one taken
up by and cast upon God. But now that he has pros-
pered, and you find this epitome of history,—this
indication of trtumph and glory, Satan seizes the oppor-
tunity and insinuates pride into the heart of the king.
There, surely, you find a clue to much that follows, . But,
as we saw from Samuel, the Spirit of God does not make
it all turn upon David’s state, God has been looking on
the whole nation; He connects thie king with the moral
state of the people of Israel.. Satan may be allowed to
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come in, but it is with God’s permission, that God’s
purpose as to really lifting up the people morally should
be brought about, That is surely what .Gpd desire’s even
in chastisement. Lo -
- Now, lest we should just miss- the pomt see at once
the appllcatlon of the principle. .It is not at a time, pos-
sibly, when things are low, or when -persecution is rife,
that Satan succeeds. There may be prosperity in the
highest and truest sense, and that may just be his oppor-
tunity. Indeed, as the extreme of man’s need leaves
room for God, the extreme of man’s blessing may leave
room for Satan. You may see it, if you definitely single
out what most of us will admit as having taken place
during the last fifty years, I refer to the blessed and
marvelous work of God’'s Spirit in' recovering truths
which had been lost. Just as the book was covered up.by
debris in Josiah's days, and, on being found, was the
means of blessing, so precious truths connected with the
Spirit, the Church of God, and the coming .of the Lofd
had been covered for centuries, and-have been recovered
during the last half century so that souls have been
blessed as has scarcely been known since ‘Pentecost.
Now see the parallel. When David has prospered, and
you have victory, and he is at the very pinnacle of his
fame, then Satan gets in his proud thought, dnd this
terrible havoc comes upon the nation. Has it not been
so with us? THas thele not been pride in connection WILh
recovered truth? Has there not been pride as to the
position into which God has brought some of His saints?
That will be admitted. And thus you find that there
has been a lowering of the tone,—making much of the
blessing, and hence ceasing in proportion to make every
thing of the Blesser. There we find, as in David's case,
surely, Satan has been watching the success, and all in
which the saints of God have been truly rejoicing. . And
hence you find, surely, that there has been a puffing up;
the pride of heart about place, about truth, the looking
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down on many of the dear childten of God, and méking
much of the few to whom these things-have been brought
in power.. Who would undervalue what the Spirit of
God has wrought? Who would make light of what
many of the saints of God have been led into in connec-
tion with what we are accustomed rightly to call recov-
ered truth? Well the enemy has rot ‘'missed what has
been going on, Just as when David was, you might say,
in the -zenith' of his fame, there was an opportunity for
Satan that he never found when David was like a fugitive
before Saul. So, when the-saints of God have been lifted
up and occupied ‘with these things until the truth has
been more largely before their hearts than the One of
whom it speaks, Satan has found the opportunity for
accomplishing his purpose of frustrating the blessing,
m'ming'and spoiling, as he ever delights to do, that
which God is seeking to brmg about in connection with
His people,

Sufficient may thus have been said to show what seems
to me a parallel, and gives us instructive lessons, I
might have taken up lower ground, and begun with such
as have not been delivered froni Sataun's boudage, and
bronght into the liberty of the children of God. Others,
perhaps, may feel it laid on their hearts to touch that, so
I keep to this which is now before me; that here is pros-
perity,—great blessing,~—and the blessing 'is- ‘what they
are occupied -with, ‘until they really lose Slght of the
Blesser, and the moral state, not only of the king, but of
the whole nation, has becorne what they-themselves little
understand;” - Vet God is looking on, and is not going to
leave His people under Satan's powﬁr, nor to the conse-
quences of their own failure. He will permit even Satan
to have for.a little, so to speak, his own way, Then out of
that, God will bring what will glorify Himself and magnify
His name in unfolding blessing they never knew before, It
is, if one might roughly illustrate it, that God permits the
devil to have a long start in the race. You always find with
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God that He can take plenty of time, = He is characterized
by having patience. Only wait_and watch, and hotwith-
standing Satan’s long start, he will be defeated;. God will
bring about His own purpose, and, according to His
heart, bless His people. Thus, then, it would seem that
Satan. is permitted to bring this about, by insinuating the
proud thought which leads the king to give the order to
number the people, Surely we need not dwell on this
to show the analogy in the way in which pride grew
up among saints recently in connection with truth and
position. And does it need argument or proof to press it
home that Satan has seized the opportunity, and sadly
succeeded, as in David’s "day, in working such havoc
among the people of God? Certainly not.

But now we find Joab introduced. There is nothmg to
show us any thing of spirituality about that man; yet see
this, “ The king’s word was abominable to Joab.” How
I have been struck with that! David had spiritual intel-
ligence, and knew so much in communion with God, but
when he is out of communion, and lowering down until
he is in Satan’s power, so to speak, he will do without.
compunction what a merely shrewd natural man conld
see at a glance to be a huge mistake. And do we not see
the principle illustrated? Saints of God who have known
His ways—not merely His aczs—and who in communion
with Him have certainly gained much of the knowledge
of His mind, but let them lose that communion, and get
occupied with the blessing, and the heart away {from Him-
self as the Blesser, and you find things done, and.that in
spite of remonstrances, that worldly men can at once say,
“That is a huge mistake—it is folly.” ~How humbling
that the man of God, tanght in His Word and in His
ways, in getting out of communion, may make blunders
that the man that never knew God's mind and ways can
at once discern to be folly, and use remonstrance con-
cerning such conduct! - Joab wishes the people to be a
thousand times more than they are, but he sees that there
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is something wrong, and does not fail to express it, I
need not dwell on that, as having been so illustrated
among saints recently; but how humbling to us, and how
instructive, if the thought reaches us in God's presence,
that we need to be kept there ! because if we have judged
ourselves, and in any measure learned how unfit we are
to govern ourselves, having taken God's Spirit to be our
guide, when we lose that guidance, we are more helpless
and ready to do things that are contrary to God's mind
than.meré men of the world who never knew His mind at
all.  Then, without dwelling on it in detail, but trying to
strike principles that may be thought out and brought
liome to our consciences, that the youngest and the oldest
alike may feel the need of dependence, and see how readily
the most instructed may do, when out of communion,
what worldly men would deem at once to be altogether
wrong. Surely we learn this from Joab's thoughts about
numbering the people.
- We next get what God thought about it. . It displeases
Him, and there is the point. He sees it, and sees it in
the right light; and it is indeed. a. great offense. Yet
having fallen into this, does He leave David and his
people there? No. The prophet is brought on to the
scene, .Qh, how wonderful and how gracious! Instead
of leaving David to His own ways, or leaving the people
and thé king under Satan’s spell, God brings in His
prophet, though the message he may bring may be one of
judgment, There is no going back from judgment in-
such a case as this, Declension has gone too far for
récovery to be wrought otherwise. The choice of these
thiee things is put before David: famine, war, or the
sword of the Lord. Then he wakes up to see where he
is and what he has done. I have sinned.” :
“Well,” you say, “ won't that turn back God’s hand n
judgment?” ' , ﬁ
- No. Where there is a]udormn‘ of a man’s self and a
getting to God before God judges him, you may avert



322 DAVID NUMBERING THE PEOPLE.

the calamity; but where self-judgment is only produced
by the direct hand of God, you find the consequences in
God’s government roll on. Achan may say—can say with
sincere sorrow, “I have sinned;” but this is after he has
been singled out, and he is already under the hand of
God for judgment. On the other hand, mark you, if we
would judge ourselves, that would be entirely averted.
Where there is real self-judgment, all such consequences
may in a great measure be averted. “If we would judge
ourselves, we should not be judged.” When self-judgment
begius with the one who has failed, turning to God, oh,
how much may be averted! rather.:tlian, on the other
hand, it should reach that 'poin't where "God takes up the
controversy, and: begins to act in' discipline -amongst His
people. - Thus we find, then, there was no setting aside
of the judgment. The choice of three things is given,
‘There grace begins to act; and David at least comes' to
this conclusion that he will fall into the hands of God.
He sees how infinitely better it is to be cast on the mercy
of God than to be left under the power of his enemies,
So the instructed soul would say “Let me fall into the
hand of the Lord.” =~ =~ . - S
-~ ‘Without dwellmg further, then on that I notlce next
that this goes on, and such . a vast.multltude .are swept
away by the judgment of God.* How it breaks down the
king ! how it humbles the elders! You find both in sack:
cloth, . Had it been’a controversy with David:alone, you
need not bring.in the elders; but when it is'a question of
thé nation, the moral ‘state of all is detected, and is now
to be Judf’ed " All, in sonie measuré; are to feel it. This
also comes out in the:end, ** The Lord was entreated fot
the land, and the plagie was stayed from Israel.” (2 Sam.
xxiv. 25.) Hence we see that in God's dealings with His
saints there has to be the going through such a' matter
individually. In difficulties it might seem wise and well
to reach the mass, and lead them ‘aright without letting
them go into questions raised. Have you ever thought
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it to be a sdlemn thing to lead saints right when they
have no exercise of conscience? It may be apparently a
very great triumph, and the servant of God may try to do
it; but'if-you look beneath, in God’s dealings with His
people, He leads them by their consciences; and where
there is this question of their moral state individually in-
volved, the conscience must be aroused, and personally
there has to be brokenness and true self-judgment before
God. - Otherwise, they may have the knot cut for them,
and you defeat, or rather postpone, God's purpose in dis-
cipline, The end will not be reached: there will be more
trouble. - SR , .

But here, the king takes it to himself, as if he had doue
it all.  “And what,” he says, “have these sheep done?"
‘And doubtless the elders took. it to themselves, and the
people, more or less, must have been made to feel that
God had a controversy with all. The principle is true
and important at any rate, and we do well to notice it
and lay it to heart, if out of failure God is to bring bless-
ing. Where there is to be this recovery, and a lifting up
to a-highér moral platform, there will be individual
exercise of conscience, so that one and all have to be
exercised, that each may go through the trouble with
God. Whether it is the case of a sinner being saved, or
whether it is the restoring of a saint that has wandered,
is it-not true that we have to be alone? Read the gospel
of John, and you will find how frequently we get a soul
alone with God. He singles them out one by one. You
may take up a Nathanael, Nicodemus, the woman at the
well, the man that was born blind, or-the cases of Thomas or
Peter,—take up the wonderful variety thus presented, and
isn’t that thought brought:out that each must be alone?
If it is a question of salvation, that is found to have its
place, and if with saints it is a. question of restoration,
again you have to be alone. . And some of us have seen
that; for even the husband did not tell all to the wife, nor
the wife to the husband, the daugliter to the father, nor



324 DAVID NUMBERING THE PEOPLE.

the father to the son. And how beautiful it is when God’s
Spirit thus comes in and works brokenness, and isolates
every soul alone with God, and each is there judging
himself and his ways! You are not far from a real lifting
up when thus you get really broken down; for after all,
as it has been said, the way up is down; and it can never
be more true than when spiritual pride has been the cause
of God’s hand being laid on His people in chastisement.
Surely it is for the saints individually; not to blame this
one and that one, or this company or that, but to discern
what the state of all has been, and take one’s place as
having to do with it individually; and by so getting before
God, you will find the word for the occasion. You will
realize a lifting up that is real; indeed, that is what you
find in the chapter; and now the angel is made to stay
his hand as he comes to Jerusalem. Always in the midst
of judgment God remembers mercy. His people can
never get so far down but they may be lifted up; if they
will only take their true place and cry to God where they
are, God can meet them there. If it is the prophet in
the belly of the fish, as in the belly of hell, when his
heart turns to the Lord, when he thinks of Him, and when
he says, “Salvation is of the Lord,” how soon there is
deliverance and a fresh start in work! he is to go again
and preach the word that he was bidden. How mercy to
saints individually and as companies is brought out by
discerning such dealings! and how we, where we are,
may, by looking at these things, learn something more of
His blessed ways, and after we have suffered awhile, He
may stablish, strengthen, and settle us.

Then you find the prophet sent, and there is now in-
struction to build the altar and offer sacrifice. Here is to
me the point that was specially pressing upon me. David
is brought to find the threshing-floor of Ornan. Even
Satan’s work only helps on this consummation. And here
you see the large-heartedness of Ornan; how readily, how
generously, he would have given all! but David is in some



DAVID NUMBERING THE PEOPLE, 325

measure recovered, and in having to do with God he will
not take the place, nor the oxen, nor the instruments, for
nothing.  He is back now to the sense of having to do
with God, and he knows what is due to Him, and every
thing will be received at its full value. There you will
find tokens, surely, of restoration, And now the altar
1s reared, the sacrifice offered, and what next? Fire from
heaven: God answers by fire. Again, on the ground of
sacrifice, the king and people are brought morally near to
God, and Satan is completely defeated. He had thought
to take them further and further away, but God uses
Satan’s action to bring them ‘back, so that morally they
are nearer than when Satan began his work of malice.
And now see, what place is this? Ornan’s threshing-floor,
you say. What does David now find when he is in God's
presence? He finds, surely, for the first time, the righ
Place for the altar in lIsrael. Oh, what an immense
thought if we counld reach it, if God would give it to ow
souls in power! Think of David’s victories; think of al
that has been manifested by these conquests. Has David
not also been a worshiper? Has he not even had it in his
heart to build a house for Jehovah? Has he not cared
for the ark? All that is true. Surely the king has been
interested in the things of God, in considering His will,
and -what is due to His holy name. But see, for the
first time, even partly through Satan's work, here is the
discovery of the place for the altar and the site of the
house of God, Oh, now mark, how God has given Satan
a long start, and in the end He comes iu such a long way
ahead of Satan, “Where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.” This is the spot on which God has had
His eye from the calling of the people,—the spot where
He would place His name, and where His eyes and His
heart would be continually. I say, think of it to the
glorifying and magnifying of our God. He brings out
that spot at the very time when there is such deep failure,
—when, apparently, Satan has had his greatest triumph;
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here and now you have the place for the altar, the site .
f01 the house, the home for the. ark. '

"~ The next chapte1 goes on,-as if nothing had happened
in the way of failure, with .that account ‘of the magnifi-
cence with which the king provides for the building of
the house, and bringing the ark into its place. Oh, how
that pressed home on my soul when alone in the bush in
New Zealand, broken-hearted about what was going on
among saints in Britain and America! and when, through
God’s mercy, one was led to look at things in the light of
this chapter, one could see and say of the trouble,  Satan
is in it; pride has been at the bottom of it; and here is
what has happened.”. The Lord has had to act in judg;'
ment. But what a gleam .of light, what a lifting up of
soul, when one saw:that by this very failure, and even
by the devil’s apparent triumph, God was bringing out
as never before the place for the altar, the spot where
He has. set His eyes and His heart, where His name
should be continually! Oh, if one. could get what is
surely in this,—if saints so learned the meaning of 'gath-
ering to the name of the Lord, as if, under the Spirit's
power, they were realizing what it is to be blought there
for the first time, would it not be like the surprise and joy
when the Lord answered by fire; and revealed the right
place for the altar, the site for the house, and the home
for the ark? What a triumph on God’s part! There
might be gathering to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
in reality as never before. Shall we not be exercised as
to its realization ? - a '

But if the lesson is unleamed ,—if these thmgs are not
taken up and individually gone through in God’s pres:
ence, oh, what loss! what an opportunity is missed !
Satan indeed gets a triumph; saints indeed suffer loss; the
Church as a whole must in some sort feel this tremendous
mistake. There will surely be further discipline "and
judgment. DBut let there be ever so few who really get to
God about what has happened, they will get blessing in-
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deed! Then let us try to look beneath the surface and see
God’s ways with us, and how He has had to deal with onr
pride and lack of charity. We have neither been humble
before Him, nor generous-hearted in our thonghts toward
other members of the body of Christ. Then, since God
has had to humble us, surely we ought to learn not to
boast of position, not to speak lightly of servants and
saints who are apart from what we may think we are
on,—divine ground. We need rather to be humbled,
and all pretentious ideas removed, Is not this the lesson
we get with the serpent of brass? instead of its being
God’s instrument, working deliverance and salvation,
when the people have got away from God, and are
in a morally low condition, acting by memory and rote,
they make an idol of the symbol of blessing, and offe

incense to the serpent of brass? When there is recovery

it is broken to pieces, and counted merely what it was,—

a serpent of brass. We may bless God for what is tru

about gathering to the Lord's name, and what souls have
learned of recovered truths through certain teachers, in
connection with what grew up around them; but if faith
in God gives place to the mere memory of and reverence
for those throngh whom the blessing came, there may be
a slipping into idolatry, as in offering incense to the
serpent of brass. On the other hand, when there has
been holiness and dependence, what real blessing has
been the result. Then it has not been the smashing of
things around, and showing up evil, and merely waking up
saints to be against.the evil that they are separated from,
but then they find that the Word is brought against
themselves, and they are broken and humbled so as to
sigh and cry, taking their true place as having had a part
in all that has come into the house of God. And
when, beyond this, there is the beauty and matchlessness
of that blessed One attracting the heart, you will find
saints really gathered, formed, and centrolled by the
sense of what the Lord is in Himself. Peter, on find-
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ing with whom he has to do, says, ‘“Depart from me,
for T am a sinful man, O Lord,” yet he is clinging to
Him all the more closely S0 when souls discern that
all has been shown up and met by the Lord, and
there ‘has been the unfolding to their hearts what the
Lord is Himself, there is this clmgmcr to Him in spite of
'pe1sonal wleness and the general break-up of the profess-
ing church. It is when thete is the realization of the
terrible failure that there will be the learning of what
gathering to Him really means, as brought about by the
power and grace of the Holy Spirit.

‘On the other hand, when evil is more before the mind,
the saint may think of truth and stern righteousness until
again, if you can discern it, he may be found to be a fresh
Pharisee. Where did the Pharisees come from at first?
A thought by a brother put into shape what was in
‘my own mind, as he showed that we never hear of the
Pharisees until the remnant had returned from Babylon.
That is a remarkable fact. Then as it was among the
returned remnant that Pharisaism was developed, is there
not a danger of those who have sought to be separate
from the confuslon of Christendom manifesting once more
something of the spirit of the Pharisee? Indeed it may
be amongst those who have recovered truths, and have
got the real thought of gathering to the name of the
Lord that you find this spirit as among no other Chris-
tians? Do we not need, then, to be on our guard against
such a spirit? Is not this one mark of our pride, on
account of which the Lord has had a controversy with us?
Instead of talking of the denominations as Judaism, and
attacking those in them so as to cause bitterness, we
should try to get the Word of God to break us down,
until, in trae brokenness, there would be that among us
which would attract rather than repel many sincere
Christians. Then, where holiness and grace prevail, the
Spirit would constrain and gather saints, so that it would
be like finding the site for the altar and the ark, Thus
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God can bring about by the failure far more than what
would defeat Satan, He can bring out of it for many
what may never have been known before, as to being
really gathered by the Spirit's power unto the name of the
Lord,

Then, beloved brethren, look at these thoughts, how-
ever crudely they may have been presented. Use the
opportunity to get out.of the lesson what God has
intended to teach; and may we know what it is to be in
His presence, and gathered unto His name, and all that
was signified by the place of the altar and the ark, as we
never knew it before, Miss the opportunity, and you may
launch ount in gospel-work (and no one who knows my
past work will ever suspect that I make light of that
or the work of the young evangelist)—but, oh, think! what
are you gathering to? When God speaks in connection
with the tabernacle, have you ever noticed this one lesson ?
You begin with the mercy-seat,—you are right in where
God's very presence is. (Ex. xxv. 10.) It is not even the
blood that suits the sinner which is first presented, nor
the altar that manifests the accepted sacrifice; but the
mercy-seat, So you find it also in Jno. iv,, where the
Lord Jesus does not merely think of the sins, and the
forgiveness and the peace which that poor soui may
enjoy; He thinks of what, through God’s infinite grace,
that one is to give back in worship, in spirit and in truth,
to the Father. How much such a line of things as we
have suggested from this effort of Satan against Israel,
may teach us when looked at in the light of what Satan
has been doing among saints during recent years!

One would desire these crude thoughts to be taken
up that we may learn anew what the true thought of
gathering really is.

It is on my heart to say that one may rejoice in
gospel energy and success, but let not that, however
blessed, set aside what the Lord's thought is in connection
with gathering, or what the Father's thought is in con-
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nection with His seeking worshipers who should worship
Him in spirit and in truth, This will lead to another
line of thinking and acting toward what is called “the
systems,” than many pursue. *“Systems” ! Oh, I am sick
of the expression, and even think it comes to be a little like
cant! God has a system, of which Christ is the centre,
and I glory in the thought. Then, instead of being
opposed to and trying to break up every thing in the
nature of a system, we ought to learn more of the mean-
ing of God's system, and seek to go on and get saints
occupied with that. God may just have been breaking up
what is ours, and even permitting Satan to have a hand
in it, that we might not be building any thing of our own;
but learn to discern the things that be of God from those
that are of men. Yes, God is above all, and can bring

out of the failure what will glorify His name.
w.cC. J.

FROM THE WORLD TO GOD.

“T AM not.” Oh words unwelcome
To the lips of men: |
“T am not.” Oh words that lead us
Back to God again!

Speech of him who knows the pathway
To that refuge sweet,

Where is covert from the tempest,
Shadow from the heat.

Speech of heaven, from wise men hidden,
Unto children taught;

Few the words of that great lesson,
Ounly “I am not.”

Heart of man, another language
Is thy native speech,

Spoken by a thousaund races,
All alike in each,
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“l am,”—rich or wise or holy—
“Thus and thus am I ;™

For “T am” men live and labor,
For “I am" they die.

For I am" men dare and suffer,
Count all loss as gain,

Toil and weariness and bondage,
Sin and grief and pain,

In the blessed gospel read we
How a rich man bade

Christ the Lord and His disciples
To a feast he made,

Well, it was to feed the prophet !
Thus the rich man thought ;
But amidst his wealth and bounty
- Lacked he, “T am not,”

Then there came a sinful woman,
Eyes with weeping dim—

“I am not,” her heart was saying—
She had looked on Him.

He beheld her, broken-hearted,
Ruined, and undone,

Yet enthroned above the angels
) Brighter than the sun

All the while in dust before Him
Did her heart adore,

“] am not, but Thou art only,
Thou art evermore.”

For His heart to hers had spoken,
To His wandering lamb,

In the speech of Love Eternal
He had said, “T AM.”

Now she thirsts no more forever,
All she would is given,

None on earth hath she beside Him,

None beside in heaven,

331
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Oh, how fair that heavenly portion,
That eternal lot
Christ, and Christ alone, forever—
Ever, “1 am not”
Henry Suso.

FRAGMENTS.

Is 17 the real purpose of your soul to get on, to advance
in the divine life, to grow in personal holiness? Then
beware how you continue, for a single hour, in what soils
your hands and wounds your conscience, grieves the
Holy Ghost and mars your communion.

No worldly gain, no earthly advantage, could compen-
sate for the loss of a pure conscience, an uncondemning
heart, and the light of your Father's countenance.

As 1N nature, the more we exercise the better the appe-
tite; so in grace, the more our rcnewed f{aculties are
called into play, the more we feel the need of feeding
each day upon Christ,

SUFFERING first, and then glory, mark the due path or
Aistory of the saint. This has been illustrated from old
time. Joseph, Moses, and David may be remembered
in connection with this truth. But it is the cominon his-
tory, in a great moral sense the necessary history, of those
who adhere to God, in a system or world that has
departed from him, and set up its own thoughts. For
such must ever be stemming a contrary current.

The moment of deepest depression has contmonly been the
eve of deltverance,
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