


NOT LOST AND NOT SI\ VED.

his .toil with even a kid for festivity with his friends! ,And
in truth the Father makes no provision for Inerriment
elsewhere, and would have no "friends 11 recognized
outside His household.
" There was no real nearness to the father, then, in this
elder S011, and we cannot supplement thus the thought of
his outward nearness. What remains for us? Surely as
to the younger, so to the elder,' it was the father's heart
that spoke; and from his side, "Thou art ever near me,"
tells of One who is not .distant from His creatures, in
whose heart they dwell near indeed. Yes, I-Ie is not far
from everyone of USj and of this He would persuade the
Pharisee no less than the prodigal. "God so loved the
~wol'ld, that I-Ie gave His only begotten SOI1, thatwhoso
ever believeth on Him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life."

But ,( all that I have is thine 't? ' That is plainly an
earth ly portion, not a heavenly. If we look at the be
ginning of the parable, we find that the father had
divided between his two sons his living. Ffhe younger
had spent his portion, wasted it with harlots,-plainly the
eal~thly things, which 'God does entirely divide to His
offspring:by creation. To the elder, there still belonged
·his: he had not squandered it, and it, was all that was
left. Heavenly grace, when it bestows the best robe, does
not thereby give back the lost health, the wasted sub
stance, the natll ral things which, nlay be gone forever.
.These things belong still 'to the prudent and careful liver,
such as the: elder son was. The meaning here should be
very plain, and God would thus appe·al to those who, re
ceiving daily fronl His hand, are yet content to live in
practical distance' froin fIirn. "The goodness of God
leacIeth to repen tance. 1f

.But he keeps to I-lis grace: a It was Ineet that \ve should
make merry and be glad; for this thy brother was dead,
al1cl is alive again; and was lost, and is founeI."



POETRY.

"H·E 1"I-IAT BELIEVETH

IS'11Ot condemned,

but he that 'believeth 1rot is condemned alread)'."

MOST, awful sight !-on Calv'ry's lUOl1l1t
, Th ree crosses stand in bo Id reIlef i

There in the luidst the Saviour dies,
On either side a thief.

Oh! blessed Saviour, by 'Thy paill
Thy loved ones reap ,eternal gain.

vVhat led 'l'hee to that awful cross?
Wha,t brought the Sinless One so low?

'Twas not for aught that He had done,
No sin of }Iis. Ah! no.

God's spotless Lan1b,-th,~ Victim slain,
For us He died, and lives:again.

. 'Twas sz"n that nailed His blessed hands
, And feet to that accur'sed cross; ,

Your sins and 'mine, 0 fellow-man,
I-Ie bore, to suffer thus.

But we, like that poor thief, believed;
Like him" eternal Hfe received.

In these three crosses we behold
The saved) the Saviour, and the tost.

1"be story of our ruined world,
1.... he Saviour's death the cost.

I--Ieaven's cloor is closed against our Sill,
But faith in Jesus let us in.

If. JJfcD.
Plaz'Jljield, N. J.
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JACQB'S MISTAI{E.

(Contin~cdf'rornpage 293.)

AJ..IL this is the spirit of J acob. as long as he is J acob.
HUlnan power must be supplemented by hutnan
artifice, where it is found, as it is soon fonnd, so

greatly wanting. ,\-Vhell in the presence of God we have
measured ourselves, and have learned the secret of strength
in Him, of necessity all these things dt·op off. Does God
need man to sin for Hin1? Can He not afford to be
open and honest? . So as we wait upon God, our hearts
are pl1rified by the faith that is in Hitn, for faith is at
once the worker and the purifier. How good, then, is it
to wait upon Him! It is just one thing that the flesh eau
1leZIC1" do. 'York, it can; plan, it can; bu t wait upon God, it
cannot. \Vhat wonder) then, that God should send trouble
to loosen Ottl' hold of other things, that we lnay lay hold
of Hinl with both our hands, and lean upon HilTI with all
0\.11" weight, and in result, find His strength n1ade perfect
in our human weakness?

1"his is what makes us Israels; and yet there is some
thing more to be considered. For it is to be well under
stood that Peniel is not 'the place where Jacob becomes
fully what his natue is. As I have said before, he receives
it, but is not confinned in it. Nor only so: Peniel is not
in the fu 11 sense what J acob calls it. Goel is not yet seen
face to face, although he says so. Could he, had he
really met God so, add to thelTI what he does, as if it were
the great thing to rejoice in, "I have seen God face to
face, and my fzje is preserved H ? Could he say to his
brother Esau directly after, Lt I have seen thy face, as if I
had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with
lue"? 'Yha that had seen the glorious face of God could
compare it with Esau's?

Nay, it is in the darkness he tneets God here, and not
in the light. When the dawn breaks, He departs. Nor
does He answer the request to know His name. Cl And
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Jacob asked him, and said, 'Tell me) I pray thee, thy
name.' And he said, "Vherefore dost thou ask after
tny nal11e?' And he blessed him there."

So that though he does indeed get blessing~ it is not
yet .lull blessing. And indeed how little like Is.rael is he
in the scene that ilurnediately follows with his brother!
Gael has indeed Esau in hand; bu t Jacob, fawning in the
dust, seems still the same Jacob. He does not go" after
111Y lord, to Seir." He g,oes to Succoth, and builds hiln
a house there.' Then he buys a portion of a field before
the Hivite city of Sbechem; Dinah going out to see the
Canaanitish women of the land , falls and is defi led;
Simeon and Levi, with a craft and rage that the Spirit of
of God pronounces accursed, destroy the whole city.
Jacob, through all, shows only utter weakness. His
crippled thigh 111ay be 'plain, but not his power with
God, nor vet with ll1en ..-

Striking contrast with his clainl of the nan1e and of the
power! F.or on that 'I parcel of a field" which he buys,
he erects an altar which he consecrates to the name of
El-elohe-Israel-" God "_or the lVligbty One,-" Israel's
God." Plainly, he is not disposed to think lightly of his
divinely given nalne; nor lightly to estimate the" power"
ascribed to him in it. "God is Israel's God," he says;
" God belongs to Israel." And tben, as i 11 defiance of the
assertion, the blast of ruin comes. The miserable mall
shrinking with horror £ro111 the bloody swords of his sons,
shrinks yet l110re as he realizes the condition into which
he is brought with the Canaanites around: "Ye hav~

troubled 111e to make n1e to stink among the inhabitants
of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites;
and I being few in number, they shall gather thell1Selves
together and slay l11e; and I shall be destroyed, I and 111Y
house. "

"\Vhy, then, is this? \Vhat is the secret of this collapse
on the part of Jacob, so immec1 iately following ,,,hat is
l11anifestly signal and divine blessing? The foll~ving
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chapter shows Israel is not yet properly 'Israel. He has
to be confirmed in the possession of his name, as he there
is. And yet of course the fault is entirely his, and must
be his.' Let us proceed, and tbis will explain itself.
yacob has forgotten Betltel, that place so eventful in his
history already, to be so still tnore in the time to come.
,God tnust recall him to it'. '

"And God said unto J acob, 'Arise, and go' up to
Bethel, and dwell there J~ and 111ake there an altar unto
Goel, who appeared unto thee when thou flecldest f1'on1
the face of Esau. thy brother.' lJ

At once a change takes place, and it is apparent that
there is indeed a cause of weakness 58ch as that we no
longer wonder at what has occurred, but only at the grace
which calldeal so mercifully with those who have dishon
ored Hitn. c'Then Jacob said unto his hOllsehold, and'to
all that were with him, 'Put away the strange gods that
are a'JJ'long you, and be clean, and change your garments;
and let us arise, and go up to Bethel.' .... And they
gave unto Jacob all the strange gods that were in their
hands, and the earrings that were in their ears, and J acob
hid then1 under the oak which was by Shechetn." ,

And immediatelY the power of God manifests itself.
"And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon
the cities that were round about' them, and they did not
pursue after the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to Luz,
which is in the land of Canaan,-that is, Bethel, he and
all the people that were with him. And he built thel"e
an altar, and called the place EI~Beth~e1."

_ How marked is the difference now! EI-Bet'hel stands
in manifest opposition to the forsaken altar of El~elohe

Israel. God is no longer for him the God of Israel
silnply:, I-Ie is now" God of His own house," a house
which speaks necessarily of son1ething which belongs to
God1 and must be kept in the holiness which becOlues
His d\Vening~place. The sanctuary is the only place of
strength and refnge for man, for it is ,the 'only place in
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,which lie d'wel1s, in WhOlll is our hlding-l)lace~ And (rain
this, in absolute holiness, He governs every thing. ,It is
clear that His 'lJower cannot be llsed ao'ainst Himself·

, b'

that man cannot be the Master but only Goel' that we, )

belong to HiIn, not He to llS; and t"hl1S is JacobJs great
mistake revealed. Was the l)ower of God to be associated
with th,e false gods in J acob's tents? Was it to be used
in behalf of a house built where J acob was to be a pilgrim
'and a stranger? or a piece of ground bought in close
association with a heathen city? This could not be.
J ucob n111st learn that it is not God who belongs to hiLn,
but he to God. In this way, and in this way only, can
the power he has learnt be used.' '

And so (( God appeared unto Jacob ,again, when he
calne Ol1t of Padan Al'am, and blessed him."-How his
wanderings since at Succoth and at Shechem are passed
over here as' so much lost time !-" And Goel said unto
him, 'Thy name is Jacob: thy nalne sball not be called
any more Jacob, hut Israel shall be thy name.' And He
called his nalne ' Israel.' "
,- Now he has got it, then, in full possession: divine
strength to do the divine will, and to walk in divine ways.
No other way, surely, could the gift be given or enjoyed.
WOllld we have power to work disaster with our own wills?
"\Vould we have power without the guard of holiness?
\Vould this be a greater gift, or 110 gift? a blessing, or iri
fact a dreadful curse? '

No one, of course, could hesitate a momellt how to
answer a question' put in that way. And yet in secret,
and under the rllOst plausible pretexts, do we not desire
and expect what is indeed forever impossible? ' 'Vas not
Jacob doing just this at Succoth ? was he-not at Shechem?
I{as he no itnitators in these Christian days?

Alas! it is what is' being' attempted every where-to
be Israels, while forgetting Bethel,-to find the power
of God in the path of self-will. Ah, on the other hand,
would we only have the gift with the necessary conditionE
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of it, how would the power of God indeed be realized!
For hel"e at Bethel Goel proclaims I-limself, what He did

before to Abrahaln and to Isaac, the Abllz"ghty God, and
bids hiln be fruitful and rnultiply, and assures to him
afresh all the pron1ises to his fathers. Surely for llS, no
less than for him, is all this: it is written, not for his sake,
but for ours. "'tie need but to give up to I-Hm what is
His,-to be, without reserve, surrendered to Hinl, to know
how I-lis strength is made perfect in weakness-how all
,sufficien t His grace is.

Oh, to be perfectly surrendered! Why should our
own wills be so dear to us? Why should we prefer our
ways to His only wise and holy ones? why choose certain
disaster, instead of pleasantness and peace? Surely,
there is no infatuation like that of unbelief; for unbelief
it is, and only that which can refuse entire subn:Jisston to
Him who is at once our God ancl our Father.

Only let us remember that it is in' our weakness that
His strength is perfected. Our weakness remains still
weakness. 1'he strength is His, though continually put
forth for us. It is our infirmities in which we glory,
that the power of Christ may rest upon us. Doubly
blessed is it to be thus continually made awar~ of the
love that is set upon us, of the arm that shields us, of the
might that works through us. Through all, God accom
plishes in us a weaning from ourselves which is our only
security. I( We are the circumcision who worship God
in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3). At the end, as at
the beginning, in saint or in sinner, confidence in one's
se If is confidence in the flesh.

IT will often be found that those who get on lTIOst rapidly
in theory are the slowest in the practical and experimental
elements, because it is luore a work of the intellect than
of heart and conscience.
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pAvto NUMBERIl\G THE PEOPLE•

...ALectt~re byT¥.' C. Johllston, Tlutrsday, 7uly I I, 1889_

Cl Ohron. xxi.; 2 Same xxi. 1, &c.; xxiY.l.)

WE learn from these last passages what helps us to
'understand the state of things brought before us
in I ~hron: xxi. From one point of view, you

nlight say, David, and what he does, are chiefly in ques
tion. As we look ag-ain, in the light of the other scrip
tures, Israel is brought before us, and God is taking
notice of the moral ,state of the nation. Next, we find
this thought cOLning outJ that the circumstances give
Satan.a place and an opportunity. Look, then, first at
the thought that it is the whole 1110ral condition of the
nation as discerned by God. It may find its expression
in the conduct of the ki"ng, but putting that and the state
of the people together, you then find tl1at God permits
Satan,- as ill the case of Job, to help to bring about the
recovery and. blessing on which the heart of God was set.
Bu.t.only to a -certain extent can Satan acconlplish the
work,.and \vhen-his, part is: accomplished, God can come
in and doHts ow,P' blessed work. In Job's caseJ you find
Satan perIilitted to go a certain length J but ere the soul of
Job can be reached, and God's thoughts for him brought
hOlne to, him in power, so that he bO'ZJJs,: taking his true
place, God has to come in and reveal H ilnself. Now, as
"Yith ,'the individual, we L11ay find the' sanle with the
llatiol1. ' ~Ve 'nlay .also think of what the Spirit of God
has given us here as ,some of the things which happened
unto Israel,. and are types for us, and that they are.. '

written for our· learning. . -, .
Here, theh; look at the previolls chapter for.a nlonlent.

(r Chron. xx.) U It cmne '~o pass, that. after the year was
,expited, at' the, time that: kings go out to battle,. Joab
led forth the powel" of the· army, and wasted, the country
of 'the children of Amniori,"..efc.; and, after the. victories
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rehearsed, in the last verse we lnay read, just to SUln up,
" T'hese were born unto the giant in Gath; and they fell
by the hand of David and by the hand, of his servants."
vVhy these triumphs come specially before us is, to see
how we may discern the moral state of the people, and
learn by what was then made tnanifest wbat may be
instructive to ourselves, as these things were written for
Ollr learning·. Just as we see in the Lord Hitnself, Satan
soon has his place; and in the three things with which he
telnpts the Lord, we may say you get under so lnany
'heads aB possible temptations of Satan. As it might be
rend ered, le \,Vhen the _devil 'had ended roery temptation,
he' departed," etc.' You may 'find, then, in the temptatiol1
of the Lord, briefly summed up, evet~y possible way in
\vhich Satan may reach the people 'of' God. By looking
at such principles, we may be instructed as to how he
may be penn,itted to reach God's peoljle now, and how
G'od's Word may meet us, and teach us through such
trials, and bring us nigh in heart to I-f imself.' We find,
first, for instance, that with 'Satan the're is that which is
personal; he appeals to self in his first attack upon the
Lord. He puts vvhat comes home to the indivIdual in a
selfish way. Next, you find,if you take Luke's order~

that it is what is held up 'in the way of worlcl1y glory.
Next, you find what is brought up in connection with the
Scriptures, or the things of God, the spiritual temptation.
Now take .these principles and 'see how freql1ently they
come up in the history of God's ways, and ho'w they may
throw light upon what is before us at this tilne. FOi·

instance, . Israel in Egypt has to find out that Satan is
acting by violence and power. There, you D1ay find him
so engaged at the beginning; but after they had' been all
these years in' the wi1derne~s,when on the plaiDs of Moab,
and about to enter the land, you find the same enemy
with the same malice. But 'he has an entirely different
method of attack, and through 'what takes place by
Balaam, you find his subtlety is brought to bear'so that
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Godfs purposes· in cOlJ"nection with the I)eople of Israel
may be frustrated. He is the sanle enen1Y, only he io5
attacking the people in another way. And we are told
by the Spirit that we should not be ignorant of his
devices, so that"if now amongst the saints of God there
[nay notbe what there was in the days of persecution by
the rack, the fire, or the sword; you Inay not have the
wrath of the enemy, as in the martyrfs pile, or the othet
fonus of violence which canle upon saints in earlier days;
but what have we? The same enetny, ceaselessly acting
in his malicious way to frustrate God's purposes in con~

nection with the blessing of His people. -
You may find this principle illustrated in David's his

tory. Take his earlier career, when he and his follo\vers
are hunted like outlaws, 'you may find Satan's efforts to
set aside God's appointed king. 1'hat could not be anq
has not been done. T'he king has been set upon the
throne, and has prospered.. Here, as we see, in one short
chapter, you have a wonderful epitome of his triumphs.
Has Satan missed what is going on? By no means.
Now, thetl, he will' attack David and Israel in another
,way. This surely gives the key to what we find here.
There is a proud thought in the heart of the king, and he
tuust number the people over whotl1. he reigns. Al~! what
do we find' there ?(, Pride goeth before destruction, and
a haughty spirit before a fall." "\Vhen David is ~unted

by Saul, and Call scarcely find sustenance, he is depend
ing on God. ' Satan fails to overcome this one taken
up by and cast upon 'God~But now that he has pros
pered, and' you find 'this epitome of history~-this
indication of triumph and glory, Satal1 seizes the oppor~

tunity and insinuates pride into the heart of the 'king.
rrhere, surely, you find' a clue to much that follows, - But,
as we saw from Samuel, the Spirit of God does not make
it all turn· uporl David's state. God has been looking art
the whole nation; He connects the king with the moral
state of .the, l)eo'ple of Israel. Satan may be allowed to
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come in, but it. is with God's permis'sion, that God's
purpose as to really lifting up the. people morally should
be brought abou t. That is surely what .God desires even
in chastisement.

Now, lest we should just miss the point, see at once
'~he application of the principle. , ..It is not at a time, pas·
.sibly, when things are low, or when ·persecution is rife,
,that Satan succeeds. Then~ ln~ay be prosperity in the
highest and trl1es~ sense, and that may just be his oppor..
tunity. Indeed, as the extreme of man's need leaves
rOOIn for God, the extreme of man's .blessing may leave
room for Satan. You may see it, if you definitely single
out what most of us will admit as having taken place
dnring the last fifty years. I refer to the blessed ~nd

-tnarvelous work of' God's Spirit in recovering truths
_whkh had been lost. Just as the book was covered up.by
debris ill Josiah's days, and, on be.ing found, was the
:weans of blessing, so precious. truths cpo nectedwith the
.Spirit, the Ch urch of God, and thecorning .of .the' ~ol'd
had- been covered for centuriepl and· h.ave been. recovered
during the last half cet1tury ·so that: SOllls . have been
blessed as has scarcely been known since :Pehte.cost.
Now see the parallel. Wh~n :David has prospe(ed, _arid
you have victory, qnd :he ,is, at the very pinnacle of ,his
fame, tl'len Satan gets in his proud thought, and ,this
terrible havoc comes .upoq the Dation. Ilas it not been
so with us? Has there not been pride in C{)7L7UC#OIt witlL

reCQlJered tntth? Has there not been pride as to the
position into which God has brought some of His _saints?
That will be admitted. And' thus you find that there
bas been a lowering of the tone,-:...making much of th~

plessing, and hence ceasing in proportion to make every
thing of the Blesser. There we find, ,as in David'g case,
surely, Satan hqs been. watching the success, and all .ill
which the saints of God haye been trUly rejoicing.. And
hence youfind J surely, that there has beeil et puffing up:
the prige ,of h~gr;t abo.ut place, about tnl,tl,l, the .looking
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clown' on many 'of the .dea'r childten of God and luaking, .'
much of the fe'" to whom these things-have been brought
in power. Who would undervalue what the Spirit of.
God has wrought? 'Vho would, make light of wl~at'

tnany of the saints of God have been led into in connec
tion with what ,w~ 'are accustomed l~ightly to call ·recov
ered truth? Well, the, en'emy has tiot'lnissed what has
been :gOi11g 011. Just as ,vhen David was, you' might say,
in the-zenith" 6f his 'fame, there ,vas an opportunity for
Sa~an that he never'.foLind when David was like a fugitive
hefore Sau!' SO,when the·saints of Goel have 'been lifted
up and occ-qpiedwith these things' until the truth has
been 'luore la.l~gely befoi'e their hearts than ,the One 01
whom it speaks" Satan has found the opportunity for
acconiplishin'g his purpose of frustrating the blessing,
marring' and spoiling, as. he ever delig"hts to do, that
which God is'seeking to bring about in connection with
His pe'ople.: '

,Sufficient inay thus have been said to show what seems
to me a parallel, and gives us instructive lessons. I
might have taken up lower ground l and begun with such
as have not 'been delivered froni· Satan's· bpndage, and
bronght' into the libel'tyo(tbe chiidten of God. Others,.
perhaps, may feel it' laid on' their hearts to touch that, so'
I keep to this which is 110W befoi'e In'e; 'fhat here is pros
peritYJ-great blessing,-,:and the b"lessing' is'what tlley
are occupied with, 'until they ':really iose·· SIght 'of the
Blesser, -arid the moral st'ate, not on1yo£ the' king, but of
thewnole 'l1atioll~ has become \vhat' they- themselves' little
understand~'" Yet God is looking 011,. and is not going to
l.eave' His people und,er, Satan's power, nor to the conse
qllences of theit o.wn failu're. He will permit even Satan
to havefor.a little, so to speakJ his own way. Then out of
that, God will bring what will glorify Hilnself and Inagnify
His name in unfolding blessing. they never knew before.' It
is) if one Inight roughly illustrate it, that God permits th~

devil to have a long start in the race. YOlt always find with
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God that:1:Ie can take plentyof time.. Heis characterized·
by having patience. Only wait. and watch,' and ilotwith-.
standing Satan's long sta,rt, hewill.be defeated;, God will
bring abolltHis own purpose,and,. according to His
heart, bless His people. Thus, then, it would se'em .that
Satan, is permitted to bring this about,. by insi nuatiilg the
proud thought which leads the king to give the order to
number the. people~ . Surely W~ need not, dwell' 011 this
to show the analogy in the way in which pride. grew
up anlong saints recently in connection with truth and
position. Anq does it need argunlent or proof to press it
home th~t .Satan has seized the 0Pl)Ortuliity, and sadly
succeeded, . as in David's' day, in working such havoc
2;mong the people of God? Certainly not.

But now we find ]oab introduced. There is nothing to
shoyv us any thing of spirituality about that man; yet see
this, 11 The kingts word was abominable to Jcab." How
I have been struck with that! David had spiritual intel
ligence, and knew so much in cOlnmut1ion with God, but
when he is out of communion, and lowering down until
he is in Satan's power, so to speak, he will do without
compunction what a merely shrewd natural. man could
see at a gl,ance to be a huge mistake. And do we not see
the principle illustrated? Saints of God who have known
His 'ways-not merely His acts-and who in communion
with Him have certainly gainedrnuch of the knowl~dge

of I-lis mind" but let them lose that commllriioll,. and get
occu pied with the blessing, and the heart away [raIn Him
self as the Bles~er, and YP\) find things done, and.that. in
spite of remonsb'ances, that wor1d1y men can at once say,
'.',That is a huge .mistake-:-it is folly." ,How' humbling
that the man of God, tal1gh~ in 1-1is ';Yard and in ,His
ways, in getting out of communion, may make blunders
that the man that never knew God's It:litid and ways can
at once discern to be. folly, and use ~remonstrance co"n
cer:ning SllCh conduct! . ]oab wishes the peOI)le .to be a
thousand thnes 11101;e than they are, but .he sees that there



DAVID NUMBERING THE PEOPLE. 321

is something wrong, and does not fail to express it. I
need not d well on that, as. having been so il lustrated
among saints recenpy; but how hUl11bling to liS, and how
instructive, if the thought reaches LIS in God's prese·nce,
that' we need to be kept there! because if we have judged
ourselves" and in any measure learned how unfit we are
to govern ourselves, having taken God's Spirit to be our
guide, when we lose that guidance, we are more helpless
and ready to do things that are .contrary to God's mind
than ,nlere men of the world who never knew I-lis mind at
~ll. T'lhen,. without dwelling on it in detail, but trying to
strike principles tbat may be thought out and brought
home to our consciences, that the youngest and the oldest
alike may feel, the need of depelld!llce~ and see how readily
the most instructed may do, when out of communion,
what wol"ldlymen would deem at once to be altogether
wrong. Surely we learn this from JoaIJ1s thoughts abollt
numbering the people" '
'. 'Ve next get what God thought aqollt it. ' It displeases
Him, and there 'is the point. He .sees' it, and, sees it in
the. right light; and it is inde.ed. a ..great offense:. Yet
having fallen into this, does He leave David and his
people there? Nb. The prophet. is brought on to the
scene. .O.h, h~w wonderful .and how: gracious ! Instead
of leaving David to ,His own ways, or leaving the people
and the king under Satan'.s speU, God brings in· His
prophet, though the message he may bring may be one of
judgment. .There is no going back from judgment in·
s,uch a case as this. Declension has .gone too far for·
recovery to be wrought otherwise. The choice of' these
thl"ee things is put before David; famine, war, or the
sword of-.the Lord. Then he wakes up to see where he,
is' and what he l1as done, ." I have sinned. U

"'VeH," you say, ° won't that turn back God~s ha~d in
jlldgment?" .
, No.Where there is a ju dgingof a man's self, and a
getting to Goel before God judges hitn, you may avert
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the calamity; but where self-judgment is only procluc'ed~

by the direct hand of God, yOll find the consequences in
God's government roll on. Achan Inay say-can say with
sincere sorrow, I( I have sinned;" but 'this is after he has
beeli. singled out, and he is already under the hand of.
God for judgment. On the other hand, mark you; if we
would judge ourselves, that would' be entirely averted.
'Vhere there is real self-judgment, all such consequences
may. in a great me~lSllre be averted. ," If we woqld judge
ourselves, we shollld not be judged.", vVhen self-jL1dgl11ent
begins with the ot1e who has failed~ turnidg to God, oh,:
how much may be averted! rather. ;tlian,' o"n the other
hand, it should reach that point where ~God takes t1P the
c,ontroversy, and: begins to ,act in; disciplillea1110ngstHis
people. Th us we find, then, there' ,vas' no se'tting aside
of the ju'dgment. The choice of three things is· given.
Thete grace- begins to, act~'.f1nd ,David at 'least' comes' to
this conclusion that he will fall into the hands of God.
He sees how infil1itelybefter if is to be cast on the 'mer'cy
of God than to be lefturider the power of his enelnies.
So .the in~tructed soul- would' say; "Let me faTlinto the
hiWd of the Lord."- . - -
:,Witbout d well in}; further, t~en, on that, I notice next

that th-i~ goes' bn"and such a' vast. multitude '.are swept
a\vay 1.}y·the judgniellt ,of God~' How it breaks do'wl1 the
king !,. how it humbles the, eld~ers ! .Ynu find both in' sack~
cloth•. Had -it been·.'a'.contr6versy with David,alone, you
n.ee,d'not b rii?-g :in' the elders;' but when it is' a question of
the nation, the moral,' state of all is detected, and is now
to be j lldged. :" AH, in some measun~~ are to feel it. This
also comes out· in the :erid, I'The Lord was entreated fat
the 'land t and the plague was stayed from Israel." (2 Sam,
xxiv. 25.) H'ence we see that in God's dealings with HiE
sait1ts thei"e has to be the going through such a~ mattel
individually. In difficulties it might seem wise and well
to reach.' the mass, aiHl lead them :aright without letting
thenl go into questions raised. I-Iave you ever thotlght
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it to be a sdleinn thing'to lead saints right when they
-have no exercise of conscience? It rriay be apparently a
very great triumph, and the servan t of God may try to do
-jt; blIt' if ,you look beneath, in God's. dealings w:,ith His
people, He' leads them by their consciences; and where
there is this question of their moral state individually in
volved, the conscience ,must be aroused, and personally
there has to bebroken_ness and true self-judglllent before
God. "OtherwiseJ t~ey may have the knot cut for them,
.and you defeat,: or rattler postpone, God's pu rpose in dis
-cipl ine~ The end will not be reached: there will be nlore
:tro L1 ble.
, But here t the king "takes it to himself, as if he had done
it all. "And what," he says~ "have these sheep done? IJ

'And doubtless the elders took it to themselves, and the
,people, more or less, mllst have been nlaue to feel that
God' had a controversy withal\. The principle is true
'~nd important at any rate, and we do well to notice it
and lay it to heart, if out of failure God is to bring bless
ing; vVhere there is to be this recovery, and a lifting -ll P
to a, higher lTIoral platfonn, therewiH be individual
exercise of conscience, so that one and all have to be
'exercised, that each may go through the trouble with
God. vVhether it is the case of a sinner being saved, or
:whether it is the restoring of a saint that has wandered,
is it not true that 'we have to be alone? Read the gosi)el
of John, and you will find, how frequently we get a soul
'alone with God. He singles them out -one by 0 ne. You
n1aytake up a Nathanael, Nicodemus" the woman at the
well, the n1an that was bornblilld, orthe cases of Thon1as or
.peter,-take u'p the wonderful variety thus prese~ted, and
isn't that thought brought; out that each must be alone?
If it is a question of salv~tion,. that is found to have its
place, and if with 'saints itisa. question - of. restoration,
again you have to be alone. _And ~ome of· us have seen
that; ~or even the husband did not tell all totl~e wife, nor
the wife to the husband,. the daughter to the father, nor
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the father to the SOI1. And how beautiful it is when God's
Spirit thus comes in and works brokenness, and isolates
every soul alone with God, and each is there judging
himself and his ways! You are not far from a real lifting
up when thus you get really broken down; for after all,
as it has been said, the way up is down; and it can never
be more true than when spiritual pride has been the cause
of God's hand being laid on His people in chastisenlent.
Surely it is for the saints individually; not to blanle this
one and that one, or this company or that, but to discern
what the state of all has been, and take one's place as
having to do with it individ ualIy; and by so getting before
God, you will find the word for the occasion. You will
realize a lifting up that is real; indeed, that is what you
find in the chapter; and now the angel is made to stay
his hand as he comes to Jerusalenl. Always in the Inidst
of judgment God remembers Inercy. His people can
never get so far down but they Inay be lifted up; if they
will only take their true place and cry to God where they
are, God can meet them there. If it is the prophet in
the belly of the fish, as in the belly of hell, when his
heart turns to the Lord, when he thinks of Hiln, and when
he says, "Salvation is of the Lord," how soon there is
deliverance and a fresh start in work! he is to go again
and preach the word that he was bidden. How mercy to
saints individually and as conlpanies is brought out by
discerning such dealings! and how we, where we are,
may, by looking at these things, learn something more of
His blessed ways, and after we have suffered awhile, He
Inay stablish, strengthen, and settle us.

I'hen you find the prophet sent, and there is now in
struction to build the altar and offer sacrifice. Here is to
me the point that was specially pressing upon me. David
is brought to find the threshing-floor of Ornan. Even
Satan's work only helps on this cOllsunlmation. And here
yOLl see the Iarge-heartedness of Ornan; how readily, how
generously, he would have given all! but David is in some
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rneasuretecovered.. and in having to do with Gael he will
_not take the place, nor the oxen, nor the instruments, for
n~tbing.· He is back now to the sense of having to do
with God, and he knows what is due to Him, and every
thing will be received at its full value. rrhere you win
find tokens, surely, of restoration,' And now the altar
is reared, the sacrifice offered, and wllat next? Fire from
heaven: God answers by fire. Again, on the ground of
sacrifice, the king and people are brought rnorally near to
God, and Satan is completely defeated. He had thought
to take them further and further away, but God uses
Satan's action to bring them "back, so that morally they
are nearer than when Satan began his work of malice.
And 'now see, what place is this? Ornanls threshing-floor,
you say. 'Vhat does Davicl now find when he is in God's
presence? He finds, surely, for the first time, the righl
place for the altar in Israel, Oh, what an irnmens(
thought if we cOl1ld reach it, if God WOll Id gj\ie it to om
souls in power! Think of David's victories; think of al
that has been manifested by these conquests. Has l)avid
not also been a worshiper? Has he not even had it in his
heart to build a house for Jehovah? H as he not cared
Jor the ark? A 11 that is true. Surely the king has beeil
interested in the things of God, in considering His wilJ.
and -what is due to His holy nmne. But seeJ for the
:first time, even partly through Satan·s work, here is the
discovery of the place for the altar and the site of the
house 'of God. Oh, now nlark, how God has given Satan
a long start, and in the end He comes in such a long way
ahead of Sa'tan. "Where" sin abounded, grace diel much
lUoreaboLlnd:' 'This is the spot on which God has had
His e'ye from 'the calling of the people,---the spot where
He would place His name, and where His eyes and His
heart would be continually. I say, think of it to the
glorifying and magnifying of our God. He brings out
that spot at the very time when there is such deep failure,
-when, appareritly, Satan has had his greatest triumph;
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here and now you have ,the place for the altar, the site.
for the h0USe,. the home for the. ark. ,

The next chapter goes'on,'as ir'nothlng h~d h,appeneq.
in the way· of failure, with that account· of the magnifi
.cence with which the king provides for the building of
the house, and bringing the ark into its place. Oh, how
that pressed home, on my soul when alone in the bush in
New Zealand, broket1-hear~ed,about what was going on
among saints in Britain and Atnerica! and when, through
Goel's mercy, one .was led to look at thIngs in the ,light of
this chapter, one could see and say of the, trouble, (( Satan
js .in it; pride .has been at the bottOlTI of it; and here is
what has happened. n .. The Lord has had to act in judg:-
ment. But what a glealn :of light, .what a lifting lip of
sou I, when Qne saw: that by this very failure, an d even
'.by the devil's apparent triumph, God was. bringing out
as never before, the place for the, altar, the spot. where
He has. set His eyes and Hi? heart, where His name
sbouldbe continually! Oh, if one .. cOlJld get what is
surely in thi~,-if saints so learned the meaning ·of :gatb;
ering tb, the nameoJ the Lord, as if, unde,l~ the, Spirit's
power,. they were rea:]izing what it is to be brought there
for the .first time, would it not' be like the surprise and joy
when the Lord answe("ecl by fire, and revealed the right
.place for the altar,the site for the house, and the home
for the ark? What a triumph on God's .part! There
Plight be gathering to th~ name of the Lord Jesus 'Christ
in reality as never before. Shall we not be exercised as
to its realization?

But if the lesson is unlearned,-if these things are not
taken up and individually gone through 'in God's pres;.
ence, oh, what. loss! what an opportunity is missed.~

,Satan indeed gets a triumph; saints indeed su[~er los's; the
·Church as a whole must in some sort feel this' trenlenaolls
nlistake. Then~ will surely be further disciplin~'anq
judgment. But let there be ever so few who really get to
God about what has happened, they .will get blessing in....
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deed! Then let us try to look beneath the surface and see
God's ways with us, and how I-Ie has had to deal with onr
pride and lack of charity. We have neither been humble
before Him, nor generous-hearted in our thoughts toward
other members of the bolly of Christ. rrhen, since God
has had to humble us, surely we ought to learn not to
boast of position, not to speak lightly of servants and
saints who are apart from what we may think we are
on,-divine groun'd. 'Ye need rather to be humbled,
and' ~1I pretentious ideas removed. Is not this the lesson
we get with the serpe"nt of brass? instead of its being
God's instrument, working deliverance and salvation,
when the people have got away from God, and are
in a morally low cond ition, acting by memory and rote,
they make an idol of the symbol of blessing, and offc'
incense to the serpent of brass? \Vhen there is'reco"ery
it is broken to pieces, and counted merely what it was,
a serpent of"brass. \Ve may bless Goel for what is tnll
about gathering to the Lord's name, and what souls have
learned of recovered truths tbrough certain teachers, in
connection with what grew up around them; but if faith
in God gives place to the mere memory of and reverence
for those through whonl the blessing came, there may 'be
a slipping into idolatry, as in offering incense to the
serpent of brass. On the other hand, when there has
been holiness and dependence, what real blessing has
been the result. Then it has not been the smashing of
things around, and showing up evil, and merely waking up
saints to be against the evil tllat they are separated fronl J

but then they find that the \Vord is brought against
themselves, and they are broken and h ul11bled so as to
sigh and cry, taking their true place as having had a part
in all that has come into the house of God. And
when, beyond thls, there is the beauty and matchlessness
of that blessed One attracting the heart, yOll will find
saints really gathered, fonned, and controlled by the
sense of what the Lord is in I-Iimself. Peter, on find-
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lng with whom he' bas to do, says, "Depart from me,
for I aln a sinful nlan, 0 Lorc1/ J yet he is clinging to
Hin] all the Inore closely. So when sonls discern that
all has been shown' up and met by the Lord, and
'there 'has been the unfolding to their hearts what the
Lord is Hilnself, there is this clinging to Hinl in spite of
personal vileness and the general break-u p of the profess
ing church. It is when there is the realization of the
terdble failure that there ,vill be the learning of what,
gathering to Him really ll1eans, as brought about by the
power a11d grace of the Holy Spirit.

'On the o'ther hand, when' evil is more before the lnind,
the saint may think of trllth and stern righteousness until
again, if you can discern it, he lnay be found to be a fresll
'Pharisee. ,Vhere'did the Pharisees COlne fro In , at first?
A thought by a brothel' put into' shape what was ill
'lny own mind, as he showed that we never hear of the
Pharisees until the remnant had returned fl:onl Babylon.
That is a remarkable fact. Then as it was among the
returned remnant that Pharisaism was developed, is there
not a ' danger of those who have -sought to be separate
from the confusion of Christendo111 manifesting once nlore
:something of the spirit of the Pharisee? Indeed it may
be alllongst those who have recovered' trl1ths, and 'have
got the real thought of gathering to the 11anle of the
'Lord that you find this spiri,t as among no other Chris
tians? Do' we not need, then, to be on our gll ard against
such Cl. spirit? Is not this one mark of our pride, on
aCCOL1 nt of wh ich the Lord has had a cOllt'roversy with us ?
Instead of talking of the denominations as ludaislTI, and
attacking those in theln so as to cause bitterness, we
should try to get the \Vord of God t6 break us dOWll,
L1l1til, in trne brokenness, there would be' that ainong us
which would attract rather than repel many sincere
Christians. Then, where holiness and grace prevail, the
Spirit ,voltld constrain and gather saints, so that it would
bG like finding the site-for the altar and the ark. Thus
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God can bring about by the failure far Iilore than what
wOllld defeat Satan. He call bring out of it for many
what may never have been known before, as to being
really gathered by the Spirit's power unto the nanle of the
'Lord.

Then, beloved brethren, look at these thoughts, how
ever crudely they may have been presentee!. Use the
opportunity to get out .of the lesson what God has
inte'nded to teach; and may we know what it is to be jn
His presence, and gathered unto His nalne t and all that
was signified by the place of the altar and the ark, as we
never knew it before. Nliss the opportunity, and yOLl may
launch out in gospel-work (and 110 one who knows my
past work will ever suspect that I Inake light of that
or the work.of the young evangelist)-but, oh, think! what
are you gathering to? ,VhenGod speaks in connection
with the tabernacle, have you ever noticed this one lesson?
You begin with the mercy-seat,--yoLl are right in where
God's very presence is. (Ex. xxv. 10.) It is not even the
blood that suits the sinner which is first presented, not'
the altar that manifests the accepted sacdfice; but the
mercy-seat. So you find it also in Jno. iv., where the
Lord Jesus does not Inerely think of the sins, and the
forgiveness anu the peace which that poor soul Inay
enjoy; He thinks of what, through God's infinite grace,
that one is to give back in worship, in spirit and in truth,
to the Father. How much sllch a line of things as we
have suggested from this effort of Satan against Israel,
Inay teach us when looked at in the ligh t of what Satan
has been doing among saints dl1ring recent years !

One wou Id desire these Cl'ude thoughts to be taken
up that we may learn anew what the trL1e thought of
gathering really is.

It is on my heart to say that one may rejOICe in
gospel energy and success, but let not that, however
blessed, set aside what the Lord's thought is in connection
with gathering, or what the Father's thonght is in con-
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nection with H is seeking worshi pers who should worsbip
Hirn in spirit and .in trnth. This will lead to another
line of thinking and acting toward what is called" the
systems," than many pursue. "Systems 'I 1 Oh, I mu sick
of the expression, and even think it comes to be a little like
cant! God has a systenl, of which Christ is the centre,
and I glory in the thought. Then, instead of being
opposed to and trying to break up every thing in tbe
nature of n system, we ought to learn more of the mean,;.
ing of God's systen1, and seek to go on and get saints
occupied with that. God ll1ay just have been breaking up
what is ours, and even permitting Satan to have a hand
in h, that we might not be building any thing of our own;
but learn to discern the things that b'e of Goel from those
that are of men. Yes, God is above all, and can bring
out of the failure what will glorify His name.

T17. C. J.

FROM THE WORLD TO GOD .
•"1 AM not." Oh words unwelcome

1.~0 the lips of men:
" I aln not. H Oh words that lead us

Back to God again!

Speech of him who knows the pathway
To that refuge sweet,

Where is covert from the ternpest,
Shadow froin the heat.

Speech of heaven, frol11 wise 111en hidden,
Unto children taught;

Few the words of that great lesson,
On ly Cl I am not."

Heart of man, another language
Is thy native speech,

Spoken by a thousand races,
All aHke in each.
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"I 11 • 1 . 1 Iam, -nc 1 or wise or 10 y-
"Thus and thus am I . U,

For" laIn tI men live and tabor,
For 11 I am " they die.

For" I am" men dare and suffer
l

Count all loss as gain,
Toil and weariness and bondage,

Sin and grief and pain.

In the blessed gospel read we
. How a rich man bade

Christ the Lord and His disciples
To a feast he made.

Well, it was to feed the prophet!
Thus the rich man thought;

But amidst his wealth and bounty
Lacked he, "I am not."

Then there came a sinful woman,
Eyes with weeping dilll-

u lam not," her heart was saying-
She had looked on I-IiIU.

He beheld bel', broken-hearted,
Ruined, and undone,

Yet enthroned above the angels
Brighter than the sun

All the while in dust before Him
Did her heart adore,

" I anl not, but Thou art only,
Thou art evermore.!J

For His heart to hers had spoken,
To His wandering lamb,

In the speech of Love Eternal
He had said, "I A1tL"

Now she thirsts no luore forever,
All she would is given,

None on earth hath she beside I-liIU,
None beside in heaven.

33 1
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Oh, how fair that heavenly portion,
T'hat eternal lot;

Christ, and Christ alone, forever
Ever, "I aln not"

Henry Suso.

FRAGM·ENTS.

Is IT the real purpose of your soul to get on, to advance
in the divine life, to grow in personal holiness? Then
beware how you continue, for a sing1e hour, in what soils
your hands and wounds YOllr. conscience, grieves the
Holy Ghost and tnars your cOl1llnunion.

No worldly gain, no earthly advantage, could compen
sate for the loss of a pu re conscience, an ul1COndelnning
heart, and the light of you r Father's countenance.

As IN natu re, the more we exercise the better the appe
tite; so in grace, the more our renewed faculties are
called into play, the more we feel the need of feed lllg
each day upan Christ.

SUFFERING first, and t!zen glory, mark the due pat/l 0'

history 0.1 the saint. This bas been illustrated [ron1 old
time. Joseph, l\10ses, and Davit! may be ren1eu1berec1
1n connection with this truth. But. it is the {(;mi/lOIl his
tory~ in a great moral sense the 1zeceSSaJy history, of those
who adhere to God, in a system or world that has
departed from him, and set II p its own thoughts. For
such must ever be sten1niing a contrary current.

The lll-OIlzen! of deepest depressioll has cOlllmonly been the
('lIe 0.1 deliverance.

DI8LE TRUTN PIUlfT. rOURTN AVltNU£. N~W 'fORIl.


