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expressly said that the tares are to be gatheted first;
anc.11et it be remembered that not one tare is gath
ered except by angels sent forth; not one is gathered
except at the til11e of harvest; not one is gathered
without being rooted up; that is, taken ont of the
,vorld. The 1/ltallillg of the gathering- of the tares is
not left to our conjecture, but is explained by the
Lord Himself; 'As therefore the tares are gathered
and burned in the fire, so shall it be at the end of
this age. The Son of tnan shall send forth His an·
gels, and they shall gather ont of His kingdotll ' [this
is the explanation of the gathering] 'all things that
offend and them that do iniquity, and shall cast. them
'into a furnace of fire:' this is the explanation of the
burning. The wheat and the tares are to gro\v to~

gether until this is done . ,. . .
U Ho\v can anyone doubt after reading this para~

hIe that the saints of this dispensation (for to them
alone the name of wheat, as contrasted \vith tares,
belongs) will continue in the world together with the
pr~fessingv~~ible body until the end of the age, that
is the harvest? for it must be ren1etnbered that the
harvest is not said to be £Jl. the end of the age, bu t
that the harvest £s the end of the age." (Pp. 18-20.)

This is the \vhole of Mr. Ne\vton's argunlent;
which·he defends, ho\vever, at the close of his pam ..
phlet from objections drawn in part frotn some very
natnral mistakes as to his doctrine, which will serve
to keep us £roll1 falling into them, \vhile some of them
'with his answers 'we shall have to con sider further on ..

First of all, as to t~e "end of the age," a term
which \ve have already considered, and ,vhich is of
very great significance in relation to the ,vhole mat
ter before tts: he guards us from the mistake that lie
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takes it to be "one definite Inoment, marked by one
event, and that the saints t 4etnain un til it is en tirely
over and passed away. tf He regards it "as the name
of a certain period, perhaps a considerably lengthened
period, during '\vhich many events \yill occur. But
this period," he retnarks, U l11USt have a beginning,
and as soon as ever that beginning cOlnes, \ve may
say, 'the end of the age' has COl11e ... I have never
said that the saints \vill retl1ain on the earth until the
end of tlte tnd of the age." (P. 95.)

One tnay agree then thorough ly \vi th this, that the
saints of the present titne ,vill remain upon earth,
neither resurrection nor raptnre \vill take place, until
the end of the age arrives. The Lord's concluding
,vords in Matthe\v are alone sufficien t proof of this:
cc Lo, I all1 \vith you ahvay, even unto the end of the
age. " Nay, n10re, they should 111ake us also expect

that this ,vould be the precise tneasure of the titne in
which \ve should need such an assnrance. ,Vhen the
end of the age arrives, we tlleir infer that the period
of the Church's stay upon earth \vill have reached its
limit, and His cOll1ing to take us to Hitnself will be
no more delayed.

It has been already sho\vn that the" end of the
age" can in no way be taken as the end. of the Chris
tian age; for there is no such age: times anu·seasons
are now not being reckoned, but \ve live in a gap of
time, a blank in Old Testament prophecy, which has
Israel aI'ways in the foreground. Israel it is that is
to "bloSSOll1 and bud, and fill the face of the \vorlc1
with fruit" (rsa. xxvii. 6). Israel then being nation
ally set aside, it is not hard to realize that all is at a
stand as far as this is concerned, until she is again
taken up.
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What, then, must be the significance of times be~
I

ginning ag-ain \vhich are specifically times c1eterll1ined
llpon Israel to bring her into blessing! Such tilnes
,ve find in Daniel's seventy \veeks, \vhich are to end
\vith this, sixty.nine having already passed when
Messiah the Prince having come and being cut off,
the c1o\vnfall and ruin of the nation follo\ved, and all
'vas indefinitely suspended. The one \veek that re·
n1a1ns is natnrally and necessarily therefore the end
of the age, the last seven years of these detertnined
tin1es. The beginning of this period n1eans that
God's thoughts have once luore returned to Israel;
consequently, that the Church period is just at an
end. With the beg£llu£ng, therefore, of the end of
the age, the hour strikes for her ren10val to heaven.

Of all this Mr. N ewtoll has nothing to say. For
hinl the Church and the relnnant of Israel are found
side by side during at least a considerable til11e
to'wards the end of the Cltristiall age, as he considers
it,-a vie\v which ,ye have to consider presently.
We have seen already, ho\vever, ho\v differently the
\\Thole structnre of the book of Revelation speaks.
But the Lord's words: 4' So shall it be at the end of
this age; the Son of nlan shall send forth His angels
and they shall gather together out of His I{ingdoll1, IJ

show.. that now the Kingdom of the Son of man is
cOlne, and the present tinle of the Son upon the
Father·s throne is already over.

But this is the Lord's interpretation of the parable,
and not the parable itself, \vhich ends short of any
actual con1ing of the harvest. The householder tells
his servants \vhat will' take place 'iv/tell the time of
harvest shall have COlne, but this is \vhen he is C0t11
forting thenl for their own ill1potence in unlloing tije
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mischief that has been done. Tlttjl are not compe
tent to remove the tarcg that have been sown
amongst the \vheat: but angel hflnds shall do it
effectually at a future tiIne. 'l'he titl1e is future: the
action of the parable does not go on to it.

Notice no\v another thing: the interpretation of
the parable is cut off froll1 the parable itself, and be
gins a second section of the \vhole series, \vhieh is
thus divided, as comn10nly ,vith a seplenal'Y series,
into four and three. Four is the number of the
,vorld, and the first four parables, as spoken in the
presence of the ll1ultitude t give us the publ~c or
'\vorld.aspect of the King-donl in the eyes of men; and
not 011t of t/zelll goes Oll z'!l its actioll to tlte cnd. The
three parables which fol1o\v (the uutnber being that
of divine manifestation) give us on the other hand
,vhat is told to disciples in the house; and in them
,ve have the divine side. the secrets \vhtsperecl in the
ear of faith. Thus the parable of the treasnre gives
us the purpose of God as to Israel; that of the pearl,
the Church in its precioL1sness to Cb rist; th at of the
net, the going forth of the everlasting gospel among
the nations after the Ch ttrch period is over. * It is
\vith this second series that the in terpretation of the
second parable has its place, and thus ,\ve conle in it
to the 'I end of the age," as in the last parable of the
c1ra\v-net; for \ye are in both beyond the present
time. 'l'he in terpretation, therefore, carries us be
yond the present, and ,ve 1l1tlst not hastily aSSUlne

that the gathering the tares out of the Kingdoll1 and
casting then1 into the fire is silnply the equivalent of

'" Scc for n. full dctail t liThe ~JY"ltcries of the Klllgc10m of
IIcaven.'1 01' the notes on 'l\[ntt. xiii. in the cc NumerIcal Bible."
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the expressions in the parable itself. .Indeed l1pon
the face of them they are not so: gathering in to bun
dles to i:e burnt is not the sanle as the actual burn
ing, though it may be preparatory to it; just as
again the gathering the wheat into tl~e barn is not the
equivalent of the righteo11s shining forth as the sun
in the Kingdonl of their Father. 111'. Ne\vton even
allo'ws this, although he does not carry the difference
out sufficiently, as v.,re see by the answer he l11akes to
an objection. The Lord Himself explains, he says,
the gathering of .the tares [into bundles] as gather
ing out of His Kingdom all things that offend. And
to the objector who urges that "All the tares being
burned before the saints are caught up at all, nothing
remains to be judged, I' he ans\vers, "I have never
said that the tares 'would be burned before the saints
are caught up. I nlake a distinction between gath-,
ering thenl into bundles, and burning them." (P. roo.)
This is true, but ho\v far c10es the distinction go.? for
he says of the gathering, "Not one is gathereel w"ithout
being rooted up; that is, taken out of the world."
'rhus the'objectio'n is not really 111et: for tbe 111eal)il1g

would be the sanle if it \vere pllt: "1\11 the tares be
ing rooted up out of tlte 'Zvorld before the saints are
callgh t up, nOlhing rell1ains to be j udgel1 (on
earth)." Then his o!11y reply \vould be ,vhat follo\vs:
"Even if the tares Virere all burned," (or rooted out
of the \vorld), "there yet renHtin Je\VS, Apostates,
Heathen Nations, to be judged." (P. 100.)

He says again: " I Gathering I does of itself in1 ply
relnoval fron1 the field; for the reason given for al
lowing the tares to grow \vith the vvheat until the
harvest is this, 'Lest \\Thile ye gather (61JAA.tycv,-the

sanlC word) the tares, ye root tip the \vheat wi~h
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then1. "(P. I or.) Thus the tares he takes to be
really rooted up out of the \vorld as the first thing;
then the wheat being gathered into the barn, the
field of Christendom is en tirely ern pty.

Before ,ye go on to consider what he says is left in
this case as objects of the judgments afterwards, let
us see if this idea of gathering as rooting ont of the
world be in this case wan"an ted.

We are told in the parable that the servants of the
householder, as soon as they discerned the tares
an10ng the \vheat, inquired if they should go and
gather thenl up. Are we to snppose that their qnes
tion nleant, should they root them up out of the
\vorld-exterminate them? No doubt, ROll1anists
have attelnpted to do S0, and illustrated the inability
to separate the tares fronl the wheat; but is that
\vhat the servants \vished really to suggest? had they
no thought but of killing the heretics that had C0111e

in among the orthodox? Alas! the tares \vere found
much earlier than the tilne in \vhich the Christians
could have used or thollght of using the arIll of flesh
to acconlplish such a purification; and they 111USt

have sought it in other ,vays than by carnal weapons
which both our Lord and His apostles so emphatic
ally condellln. Was it not, in fact a rectification of
the j(illgdo1l2 which they desired. rather than of the
world? a kingdom \vhich, ho\vever easy it n1ay be
for us now, primitive Christians would never have
thought of identifying with the \vorld, or any por
tion of the \vorld !

May not this put us upon the track of what the
gathering of the tares \vould Ulean in the in tcrpreta
tioD? Of course, before harvest-tiole the riddance
of the 111ischief could only be by the h{tnc1, and then
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rooting up would be what would take pl~ce. Bll t at
harvest-time it would not be so. Rep.ping \votlld be
ordinarily at least with the sickle, and there would
not be rooting up at all. Rather it would be a sev
ering front the root that \vould take place, which
might iU1ply a separation from the doctrinal faith, of
the heretic fronl his heresy, bu t not for good, so that
apostasy would be the outcome. Angelic hands
might accoll1plish the severance,-events nlig·ht take
place even which would make it itnpo£sible to retain
the heresy; the apostasy would be their own. Th us
two of Mr. Newton's classes 'would be one: a thing
which Rev. xvii. would indicate as probable, and
which would naturally lead to the Beast thro\ving off
the woman, and the kings of the ROll1an earLh help
ing to destroy her. The" strong delusion" of
:2 Thess. looks exactly in the ·same direction, except
Mr. Ne\vton has proof that the professing Christians
that fall into the snare of Antichrist arc not" tares. H

Certainly the present antichristian systen1s should
furnish followers for the Antichrist to C0111e; and his
rise in connection with the great head of the revived
Roman empire, must make us think of ROll1anisll1
and kindred systetns as those out of \vhich the great
n1ass of these followers COlne. Are not these tares,
who beconle apostates? if not, \vhat else?

It is easy to see, then t 'why Mr. N. should have to
speak as he does of the great book of prophecy in the
New Testament. "I see con1paratively little," he
says, "about the judgment on the tares in the Reve
lation; it appears to me to be concerned altnost entire..
ly with the n1eans which lead to the consulnmation
and the consumn1ation itself of Apostasy. But that
apostasy is the result not 11terel;! of Christianity first
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perverted and then renounced, it is also the apostasy
of man as tnan (' \\"orship hinl \vho t11ade the earth),
and also of the ]e\v; a threefold cOll1bination of
Apostasy." No intelligent student of prophecy
doubts the c0111bination of other eleu1ents \vith it;
but \vhat is this" Christianity perverted, and. then
renounced," but virtually tares becoming apostates?

Nay, but, says Newton, 1'1 also see that angels
and not sa£uts, are sen t to the Tarts, \vhereas saints·
cotne with the Lord against Apostates." "On the
'rares [j udglnen t] is by angels sent forth \V 11 ile they
are gro\ving quietly \vith the \vheat. 11 Certainly in
this manner we can 11lake plenty of oppositions, by
comparing things that cannot rightly be cOll1pared.
A wheat·fielu is, no doubt t a very image of quietness;
but one may \yell doubt \vhether that is \vhat \ve are
meant to gather fr0t11 it. And angels come with
Christ against the apostates; as Mr:. N ewtol1 himself
says: I' 'His annYt' £. e. saints and angels." (P. 93.)
As to the exact part each 111ny have in the judgnlent,
Revelation dOes not seenl to say.

But to return to the parable: the binding in bun
dles must come after the reaping, if the figure is to
be preserved. vVould one naturally think of it as
SOl11ething to follow death? I f so, onc can hardly
expect to translate it into any distinct Illeaning. 1ft

on the other hand, the tares (though dead as tares)
are still viewed as in the field of the \vorld, then we
may itnagine a various COIn pacting of n1en loosened
from the hold of their religious systems, in 'ways that
are not pointed out, but which lead then1 on to\vard
their fi nal doanl. The gathering out of the King
dom of the SOil of Jllan, as in the inter'pretation of
the parable, goes, I believe, further than this: for
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the Kingdom of the Son oj11laJt is not local, but over
the ,vhole earth. It is a gathering after'that of the
parable itself, and immediately to judgment.

Mr. Newton's own interpretation is different in so
many respects from this, that there would be little
profit in proportion to the labor of apy extended
comparison. For hi1l1 the end of the age is the Chris
tian age, and although in the tract fr0111 \vhich I have
quoted, he allows that the le end If U1ay be \, a consid
erably lengthened period," yet elsewhere he charges
those ,vith endeavoring to avoid the force of the
argument {rain this parable, \vho suggest that" the
end of the age may luean an indefinitely (?) length..
ened period." He replies that it is c1efinitely l11arked
as "the harvest," quotes the interpretation of the
parable as if the gathering and casting of the tares
into the fire were the whole matter, and asks, 44 Is
Antichrist to arise after this?" 1

But ,ve shall apprehend his systent better \vhen
,\\re have revie\ved his arguments as to the Jewish and
Christian remnants at the tin1e of the end.

5. THE SAINTS IN THE TRIIJULATION, 'VHO ARE THEY?

We have already briefly considered the structure
of the book of Revelation, and the evidence that
it gives us as to the change of dispensation that
is impending. The argument is a connected one
of ll1any arguments conlbined. We have in the
first chapter the Lord in the midst of the candle
sticks, the Christian assemblies. In the addresses
to these which follow in the next two chapters, em
phasized in each case by a solemn appeal for our
attenti?o, we find \vhat is in fact the history of the
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Church of God on earth. As they progress from the
address to Thyatira on\vards, the pron1ise or the
'Yarning of His coming is nlore and more 'enforced ;
ending ,vith the threat of Laodicea being spned out
of His mouth, and immediately after this a Voice as

I ' ,

of a trumpet calls, and the apostle is caught up to
heaven.

There he sees thrones around the throne of God,
-a throne of judgment circled by the bo\v of God's
covenant vlith the earth; and, \vhile the company of
kings and priests sing their redem ption son g to the
Lamb slain, he is told that this is ]udah's Lion-the
King of the Je\vs-\vho has prevailed to open the
book. We look upon the earth again as the book
is being opened; judgments are being poured out
upon it; there are saints there still and martyrs;
presently a company sealed out of all the tribes
of Israel; then an innumerable cOlnpany of Gentiles
also, but ,vho have all con1e out of the great tribula
tion; by and by \ve see the actors in this,-the last
beast of Daniel, and the lanlb.like, dragon.voiced
beast who leads men to worship him; times are
reckoned, the half-weeks of the last week of Daniel;
and looking on beyond the judgment of Babylon the
Great, we see the u1arriage of the Lainb is COlne, and
presently the Lalub Hill1self, \vith a glorious train of
saints who follo\v Him, descends to the judgment of
the earth.

Now this is simply the story of Revelation, :with
scarce a 'word of commen t, and none needed, one
'would think, to make it plain. Through all this
latter part we hear nothing of the Church of God on
earth. The Lion of Judah opens the book; the book
gives 11S Jewish scenes, Israel, Jerusalem, the time
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of Jacob's trouble, the instrtt1uents of it, the false
\voman and her doom t until after th,e' n1arriage of the
Lamb, He comes with His saints frOtll heaven. Does
this fit with Mr. Newton's views, or Mt', Bro\vn's, or
Dr. West's, or ,vith that view which they all oppose?
What have they to say about it? ,'what arglltnents
do they use against it? I can only speak as far as
my kno\vledge goes, but as far as I kno\v, they use
no arguments; they S£l1ZPly t"gn01"C t"t. They give us
proofs of their vie\vs, or what they conceive proofs,
fronl Revelation, as from other parts of Scripture;
but face this long line of witnesses they do not. "Ve
have seen \vhat has been so far offered; \Ne are going
on still to ~ee ,vhat Mr. N ewtol1 offers; but it is \vell
to keep in mind how much of positive testilll0ny for
the views they are opposing they leave aside.

Mr. Newton hopes he may no\v assutne, upon the
\varrant of the parables of the Tares and of the Fishes,
and the Lord's parting words in Matthew, that saints
marked by the characteristics of the presen t dispen
sation' ,vill be found on the earth until the end. He
urges that their testinlony will be l1loSt needed, and
suffering most glorious in the times preccd ing the
end.• He finds that "On all past occasions of de
stroying judgments, ,vhether on SOdOl11, or the \vorld
at the flood, or 011 Egypt, or on Jerllsalem, some..
testified and suffered, though· all were renloved be-
fore the threatened judgment fell. He urges also
that "all who haV'e thus testified have not been
either ignorant of or enemies to the truth peculiar to
the dispensation that "ras closing in; for how then
could they have testified at all?" (P. :2 5.)

He does not notice the Lord's assurance to Phila
delphian overcomers that He would keep them "out
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of the !tour of ten1ptatioll which shall CQlne upon all
the world, to try them that d\vell upon the earth"
(Rev. iii. 10), nor that the tribulation to COlne at the
end is "Jacob's trial," although it Inay involve others
also, as we have seen. He does not understand that
the end of the age is 110t part of the presen t dispen
sation, but the tilne of darkness covering the earth,
and gross darkness the peoples, 'when the light begins
to dawn on Israel (Isa. Ix.), and that God's testinlony
for that time is an Elias one (Mal. iv. 5; Rev. xi.
3-6,) and 110t that of the Church.

He does not kno\v that he can "find \"ith any
degree of accuracy the extent of this testitllony "( I),
and that on account of that of which he does not
know the signification, that "the recorded facts of
prophecy have ahvays Jerusaleln for their centre;"
and he needs to renlind us that I' a Christian in Jew
ish circumstances is a. Ch ristian stil1 " !

Another strange thing is that he has to go to Old
Testan1ent scriptures for the main part of his proof
of Cler£st£a?ls giving this testimony, and to justify
what seems strange in this, he has to refer to ROIn.
xvi. 25, 26, taking, as many do, the "prophetic
scriptures" there, as being those of the Old 'Ies/a
1/unt prophets. (COUlp. Eph. Hi. 5.) B"e illustrates
this by tyjJes, however, which. we should all adlnit,
and some other passages ,vhich sho'w a singular lack
of kno\vledge of the calling of the Church which he
says they reveal. But I cannot d\vell on this.

From the Old Testamen t he brings forward Dan
iel. Here he interprets for us the 'I wise," who
" instruct many" among the Je,vish people, \vithout
being able to prevent their fall" by the sword, and
by flame, by captivity and by spoil many days. H
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This he calls, though we may \vcll,c1oubt it, il the
n101nent of Jerl1Salenl's 1'atifted desolation," and
thinks we ·can be therefore at no loss to understand
them to be H Christ and His servants; nor fronl that
time forward would the Holy Spirit give the nan1e
of 'understanding ones J to any but those "vha ac
knowledged Hilll and had received His Spirit. U But
on the contrary, most COlnmentators refer this to the
Maccabees, and with apparent reason. We have not
time to argne as to it, it is plain; but proof- text it
can hardly be when all depends upon a very ques
tionable interpretation. The H wise I, or "understand
ing ones," with this special ll1eaning forced upon
them, are then found by him in the tinle of Israel's
great tribulation follo"ring; and so his pain t is proved.
But to 111erge Christ anlong the "understanding
ones" is certainly not the \vay of the Spirit of God;
and the presence of Christians depends entirely upon
this. On the. other hand "the two witnesses" of
Rev. xi. would certainly have this character of I' \vise,"
while as certainly they are not "what \ve should no\v
call Christians. All here is lnere rash assertion and
not proof,

That these understanding ones (as illustrated by
the witnesses) will be worn out by the Llttle Horn,
(identified at the last with the Beast itself,) is seen
in Revelation, and being raised £ronl the dead they
will have a heavenly place contrasted \vith Israel's
earthly one. That these are, in fact, the saints of
the high places, of whom Daniel speaks, and who are
Mr. Newton's next a1)d remaining proof of C11ris
tians in Jerusalem, we have no need to question.
He n1akes no distinction bet\veen "heavenly" and
" Christian"; but he tnust certainly know that tho~e
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he is oppoging do make onc, and that for them all
that he gives for proof is entirely futile.

This closes his argutuent fronl the Old Testament:
he passes on to Revelation, ,vhich he rightly takes as
in its" central part" relating to the same period as
(much of) Daniel. Here his first argument is from
persons being menHoned" \vho keep the cotnmand
ments of God and the testinl0ny of Jestls"; , and
again in chap. xiv.: ~'here are tIley that keep the
con1mancllnents of God and the faith of Jesus.· ' No
doubt there is difficulty in defining in any perfectly
satisfactory \vay \vhat either expression nlay nlean.
"The testinlony of Jestls" is said) in the book of
Revelation itself, to be 'I the spirit of prophecy"
(xix. 10), and this \vill be found in the saints of those
<lays. There is no excuse for confounding this with
Churclt testinlony. " The faitlt of Jestts " 'will be, no
dOllbt, itn perfect enough in the darkness of days from
,vhich the light of Christianity has disappeared, and
tIle Spirit itself as 110\V kllo\vn and enjoyed in Chris
tianity. I presunle He ,vill be knovvn as Messiah,
not in His own proper glory as Jehovah; and this
\vill be the discovery that v;ill bo\v them in hUlnilia
Han and repentance t \vhen they look upon Him
\vhom they have pierced.

The next text (ch ap. xiii. 7), if parallel with Dan.
vii. 20, is nevertheless also, as \ve have seen, of 110

iUlportance \vhatever for his argU111ent.
Again, those on the sea of glass (chap. xv. 2) are

saints nlartyred under the beast, and having got vic
tory over him in this way, and the passage in chap.
xx. 4-6, \vhich lv[r. Newton rightly associates with
the fornler one, shows that such have their part in
the first l'e~t1rrection, and reign ,vith Christ for the
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thousand years of the I{ingdom. All this is very fa
miliar truth to those \vhose Vie\V5 he is opposing-;
and he certainly nlust kno\v it. There is nothing
about the Chnrch in either passage.

As a specinlen of what a more n:linute interpreta
tion would give, he adduces chap. xi. r, to urge that
the worshipers in the temple of God (the sanctuary)
tTIust be Christians. In his arg-un1ent he says rightly
enough that the te111ple consisted of !7:fJO inner courts,
but speaks as though this \vere proof that for \vor~

sh ipers in it, the holiest of all 111 t1st be accessible.
'l'here is no proof of it whatever. For the priest in
Israel the veil was not rent, but he could worship in
the ten1ple in the outer holy place, and once a year
the high priest went into the holiest. There is abso
lutely no token of Christian \vorship: .the "clear
evidence JI of it, of ·whi.ch h,e speaks, does not e~ist~

Bu t while all this is to him clear, the ,vitness of the
'whole book of Revelation, as I have briefly given it,
passes absolutely without notice. And yet \vhen he
\~rote this he must have knO\Vll quite 'well that it
stood at least to be accounted for.

Of the Jezvis/t ren1nan t of tl1e last days \vl1ich ac
cording to ~1r. N e,vtoll exists side by side \vith the
Christian onc he says:-

'11.'hey n1ust have an internlcc1iate standing: not
An tichristian, for they ,vould be COnStlflled; not
Christian, for then as suffering ,;vitlt and for Jesus,
they \vo111d also reign with Binl, and stand 11pon the
sea of crystal in heavenly glory; whereas they are
destined, after having passed through the fires from
which the Christian rem~ant are altogether delivered,
to be God's witnesses on the earth: . . . I no\v re
quest your [lttetl tion to the following pa~sages ·which
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show that this renHlan t is not owned by the Lord,
nor has the spirit of grace and supplication poured
on it, until after the Lord has appeat:ec1, .. and they
have been carried. through the day of His judglnent IJ

(Pp. 43, 44).
He quotes for this, first, rsa. x. 12, 20-22 j of \vhich

he says:-
'I The passage teaches us that they are not re

garded as 'returning I and' staying thelllselves I upon
the Lord, until after He has accompHshed all His
work upon Mount Zion and Jerl1salem." (P. 45.)

I can only ans\ver that to lne it says nothing of the
kind. I t does say that in that day there will be no
going back on the part of the saved rell1nant, to re
peat the sad story of declension, so often recurring
in the past. They" shall 110 1110re again stay upon
him that sn10te them, but stay upon the Lord. JI

Then the truth of their return is affirn1ed: "The
remnant shall ... unto the Mighty God. For though
thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant
shall return." There is nothing about their only re
turning after God has accomplished His work. It
does not mean that He delivers thell1 in an un believ
ing condition, and then they believe. That is cer~

tainly not God's ordinary way of delivering, but to
wake up a soul to faith and then answer it. Nothing
contrary to that is said here.

The next passage is froll1 Zech. xiii.: 11 And it
shall COlne to pass that in all the land, saith the
Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; bnt
the th ird shall be left therein. And I wi 11 bring the
third part through the fire, and will refine then1 as
silver is refined ... they shall call on My name and
I 'will hear thenl: I will say, It is My people, and
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they shall say, The Lord 1S 111Y G,ocl." 1'h15 ex·
presses only the full confidence reac;hed as the result
of purification; but it is because they are 11 si! vel' "
He refines them. No one ever rejilted l/do sih)cr
\vhat \vas not silver; and that is not \vhat is done
here.

The third passage, Zech. xii. 9-xiii. I, sho\vs un
doubtedly that an amazing discovery is ll1ade by
thenl \vhen they look upon Hinl \vhom they ha\1e
pierced; and I think that \vill be, as before said,
\vhen the~r realize their rejected lvlessiah to be Jeho
vah Himself. That they own Jesus as Messiah
seenlS clear £ronl the guidance given to thenl in His
o,vn prophecy of tbe end of the age (I\18,tt. xxiv.);

but the" Man, Jehovah's Fello\v 11 luay be yet Ull
kno\vn.

As to what is said about their having to believe
nationally, and the nation being born in a day, Ziol1
travailing and bringing forth, he is stlL'ely wTong in
taking that as nelt) birth, a truth of which as such the
Old Testament never speaks. That at the time of
their deliverance, the remnant \vill come to the birth,
as the 1\ew nation of Israel, is true, and is· ,vhat is
111eant by this. The implication that as individuals
they 'were not born again before is un\varranted and
false.

Again, the principle is a very simple one, that in
the Psalll1s and prophetic Scriptures, \ve may take
out all that is bright and happy and confident, and
apply it to a Cltrz'stz"all relnnan t, \vhile ,ye relegate
all that is gloomy and querulous to a co·exrsting
Jewish one. It is a short road to interpretation, but
a lnost unsafe one. The Psalms, for instance, are
expressive of the ,vhole education and purification of
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a Je\vish rCt11nnnt, through all the trinlf) of the latter
days, until they are bruught Into full ble'Ssing. Of
this the five psalnls, fr0111 Ps. iii. to vii., arc an in·
troductory epiton1e, \vhich sho\vs this very clearly.
But they begin with faith (Ps EL), the joy of \vhich
they can contrast \\Tith the restless seeking of l' any
good ,p on the part of the ungodly around thelll (Ps.
iv.). Here they reason and plead \\'ith these, but in
the next, as the evil gro\vs TIl0re c1eternlined, plead
against thenl (Ps. v.), a~sl1ring thelnselves of' the
distinction God "Till 111ake between then1 and the
\vicked. But the gloanl c1arkens and the shadow

falls upon their own souls (Ps. vi.). The prevalence
of the evi1111akes thenl dread c1i\·ine displeasure, and
the confidence they have had changes into a cry for
1IlC1'C)'. In the sc\'enth psalm the shadow passes,
they can l11aintain again their innocence as far as
their perseclltors are concerned and look for divine
in terven tion; \vhich in the eighth is C0111e. * This is
only an introduction, of course, but it sho\vs the
character of the book, \vhich the arbitrary invention
of contrasted remnants completely destroys. All
these fruitful exercises beco111e but the \vailings of
unconverted men; all the expressions pf .ffl,ith belong
to another people!

This is indeed a cc higher criticisnl " of a peculiar
kind, which by taking texts here and there and ap
plying the moral test, putting in juxtaposition pas·
sages of diverse character, from different places, and
apart fronl their context, cuull1ake it at least a tedious
and difficult thing to expose its unsonndness. And

11< See the "olume of the Psalms in the Cl Numerical Bible" for
a full exposition.
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this is made 'worse by misleading C01l1111cnts scattered
here and there throughout, in which'truth itself can
be so applied as to give apparen t COUll tennncc to
what is error. Who would not agree, for instance,
that't to suffer for righteotlsness' sake in conscious
fello\¥ship of spirit \vith God, is s0111cthing very dif·
ferent from suffering penalt)) unde'r the rebuke of
His heavy hand If? Bnt apply this to the case before
us,-a remnant of converted people Inaking part of
a nation which as such £s a\vay from God, and going
on to complete apostasy; suffering penal ty thus, and
involving these in their sufferil1g"s, ,vho {roin sharing
their guilt at first have be~n gradually a\vakened,
with the light increasing for then1, but allow'ed of
God for their good to be thoronghly exercised as to
everything, Plowed up as to their sin, they find their
\vay anlid the proll1ises and threatenings of His \vord,
\vithout firnl .footing as to the gospel; and in a tl1ne

1 •

of trouble such as never was! 'These vanous exer-
cises, the conflicts of faith ,vith unbelief, the ll1any
forms of trial, are given for their help, and for the
help of multitudes in any similar ones, as poured
out in the utterances of the Psalnls and prophets.
Think of a criticism like Mr, N' S, \vhich ignores these
varied and subtle differences, and 111akes it all a
question of the highest Christian COnl111t1nion or of
suffering penally ! 'Vhy the PsalU1S are a 11l1111an

resolution largely-under the control and guidance
of Goel-of problems of the lnost clifficlllt character.
Are they suffering penally? there is sOlnetinles their
perplexity. 'rhey reason upon it all r0t111 cl ; the
clouds break and return j but 110: we are to use the
scissors, it seems, separate 1Nhat is not fit for the
Christians, and give it to these pOOf, unconverted
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Je\vs! and the practical tlse and beauty of the Psalms
are largely gone for us. How much shall \ve value
the miserable experiences of nlere unconverted nlen!

'Ve may close then \vith this: for here is the rest
of his argument, and ,ve have no interest in follo\v..
ing IvIr. Ne\vton's further account of how, according
to his though t, a Christian rell1nan t is not foun~ in
Jerusalenl at the last, which \ve have not been per
suaded exists there at all. But it nlay not be 'without
profit to have seen ho\v destructive of Scripture at
large is this systetn \vhich makes hypothetical differ
ences \vhich do not exist, only to ignore those that
are real an cl vi tal. .

There is only one more point, therefore, that we
need to consider in this connection, and that 1S his
argttnlent from the e1eventh of Ronlans. He says:

" I vvoulc1 briefly notice these things:-
"1. That it speaks of Israel as blinded for a sea

son by tlte judicial £1lflictioll of the band of G-od. It
is inlportant to notice the judicial character \vhich
attaches to their being broken ont of their olive-tree.

c1 2 • The blindness thus judicially inflicted has
never been, and never will be anything Inore than
Cin part'; that is, it has never rested on every incH
vidual in Israel, bll t there has ever been a seeing
,"el//nall!. S0111e, not a11, the Je\vish branches, have
been broken off.

"3. The fact of there being a sec£llg rCUllla1lt dur
ing the blindness of Israel, is a proof that Israel as a
nation is still under the infliction of the hand o[ God.

~'4. That this judicial infliction cannot be conti
n ued after the fulness of the Gen tiles has COllle in. "

Thus, he says, ~ I it is proved beyond a dOUbt that
Israel's Antichristian period (\vhen as a nation they
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\vill be enlphatically blinded, though ,there ,vill be
even then a seeing remnant) cannot be rrfttr the fuI
ness of the Gentiles has C0111e in. Obser\Te, I do
not say that as soon as all the elect Gen tiles 11 ave
been gathered in, all Israel \vill instantly be filled with
light and knowledge; but this I affirn1' that the posi
tive action of the hand of God in blinding then1 \vill
not be continued after the period which He has
been pleased to fix-i. e., \vhen the fl1lness of the
Gentiles shall have COl11e in. Consequently, the per
iod of their deepest and 1110st fatal bl inc1 ing cannot
be after the period \vhich He has fixed for the ceasing
of His wrath against then1. There can be no seeing
relnnant in J·udiciall.y blinded Israel; 110 election out
of Israel, and therefore no Antichristian period to
Israel, after the fulness of the Gentiles has C0111e in ;
therefore all such conditions of Israel 11111St be before
the fnlness of the Genti.les has COll1e in." (Pp. 63-

65· )
Now, I apprehend that the writer has spoiled his

o\vn argull1ent. For if he had nlaintained that, as
soon as ever the fulncss of the Gentiles bad cotue in,
all Israel \voulcl "instantly be filled \vith light and
knowledge" that "vould have been consistent aL least.
But he could not say so; only that the po~itive action
of the hand of God in blinding thetll \vill not cOllti
11 ne. But that \yould seetn to infer that there 'would
or n1ight be still a seeing retnnant for a\vhile an10ng
then1 after the judicial blinding ,vas renl0ved. Let
us see then what in fact takes place. The beginning
'Of the '4 end of the age ", or the last \veek of Daniel,
sho\vs that the fulness of the Gentiles has indeed
COlne in; it shows also that the judicial hardening of
Israel is at an end by this ,veek being the retl1: n of
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tunes determIned upon her to brIng tn her blesstng
IsraelIs now gOIng to be saved, and as a pledge of. ..
thIS, those no\v convel ted are no t110te brought Into
the Church, but retllatn ISlaehte~) grafted back IOto
the1r o\vn ohve-tree

Yet thIS IS the tln1e of Antlchll~t, as DanIel and
Revelation unIte to ~ho\v us, and the natIon that lb to
be 1~ refined and punfied tn a furnace of affliction
It 15 the 1 emnan t that bCC01JlCS the natIon, the rebels
and apobtates beIng separated and purged out It IS

a nlIstake, Stll ely, to look at AntichrIst as a sIgn
of the H nation" beIng Cl emphatically bltnded," when
In fact, It 15 Ic;rael s tt avall-tllne, and presently It

\vdl be found, vvhen the followel s of AntIchnst
have receIved theIr Juc1gn1ent, that I' he that IS left In

Zton, and he that 1 et11all1eth 111 Jerusalem, shall be
called hol), even everyone that 1~ ,vntten among
the hVIng 111 Jernsalenl, 'when the Lord shdll have
wa~hed away the filth of the daughtets of Z10n, and
~hall have pUt ged the blood of JCl l1~alenl froln the
1111dst thereof by the Splnt ef 111dgn1ent and by the
SpUIt of burnIng" (Isa IV 3, 4) The fnlness of the
GentlIe~ havIng come 111, and so the end of the
ChUl ch perlod, IS the vel y thIng whIch allows th1s
Irul)1 fe'ltJlSlt ren1nant to be fot nled, 'VhlCh t~ the na·
tIon In etnbryo, anu to \Vll1Ch Antlchlt~t In }eru
~aleln IS Satan s pO~Tel tn OpposItIon The Iuan of
Sln In the ten] pIe of God the! e, Instead of ShO\Vlng

that the JudIcIal bltndlng of the l1dtl0n le; goIng on,
shows that God 1~ takIng l1p I';lael once n101e, and
that the detellnlued tlt11eS are bnng tng on her
bles~Ing

Chfl~t1a1l1t)' and ] 11 CLl1Snl , hopes heavenly and
hopes eat thly, the body of Chust In \Vhlch IS neither
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Jew nor Gentile, alongside of Jews and Gentiles (if
the sheep and goats apply to these last),-all this
owned of God alike and going on at one and the
same time: this is Mr. Ne\vton's tbeory; the very
statement of which might assure us that it is only
theory. Scripture condemns it in every particular.

6. SECREC Y, MANIFESTA TlON, AND SlGNS OF

IMMINENCE.

All that remains to be considered can be stated
in few ·words. As to the secrecy of the rapture
of the saints, it is a point of small importance,
reached only by inference, and need not be dis
cussed at all. It is "when Christ our Life shall
appear," that "we shall appear, (or be 111anifested)
with Him in glory" (Col. Hi. 4) Thus we 111ay
argue that we shall 110t be n1ahifested before. But

•
it affects no point 'of all that we have been looking
at, so far as I am nw"are, ho\vever it be c1ecilled.

As to the manifestation, or appeal'lng, or revelation
of Christ, it is that which is iuost largely spoken of in
Scripture, as we luight expect, for various reasons.

1. It is that \vhich connects itself \vith prophecy
and the blessing of the earth. It is the rising of the
Sl1n of righteousness in contrast with the sin1 pIe
heavenly radiance of the Morning Srar.

2. It connects thus \vith the rights of Christ as
to the earth, the place of His rejection.

3. It connects ·with the re\vards given to His peo
ple, so far at least as. these have to do \vith the
kingdom and its displayed glory. And thus \ve can
understand that we are to 14 \vait " for it, as that in
,vhich everyone \vill "receive his praise £1'0111 Gou."
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Timothy's being exhorted to" keep the commane.
111ents \vithotlt spot, unrebukable, until the appear
ing of Jesus Christ)l (I 1'iln. vi. 14), \vhl1e often
urged to the contrary, in fact sho\\rs how such things
are to be taken. The appearing- is the goal of re
ponsibility; the tin1e bet\veen this and the end of
the path l1cre \voulc1 not affect the 111atter of the
exhortation; and no one \votIld contend that the
apost1e lneant to guarantee that Tinlothy \",~on1l11ive

un tiI the appearing.
Signs are all connected with the appearing neces

sarily, but yet so far as they are manifested, \vill only
be 1110re forcible for those who are expecting to be
with the Lord before it. We are not taught that we
ueeu the\u, but are not certainly to ignore \vhat is
before our eyes. 'rin1es \ve cannot reckon, inasllluch
as \ve are in that gap of prophetic time in \vhich all
Christianity has its place. Our Lord has also given us

•
warning \vith regard to this (Acts 1. 7). In the same
passage 've .find Him telling H is cl isciples that they
were to be His witnesses 14 to the ends of the earth. n

That this and other declarations inlplied sonle lapse
of thne before His retnrn is undotlbted. We must
remem ber, of course, that this did not imply for
then1 \vhat it does for us, and that Augustus Cresar
could cOffillland "all the \vorlc1 " to be taxed (Luke
H. I). In the parables of the talents (Matt. xx.v. 19)
U after a long time It the absent lord retnrns and
reckons \vith his servants; but it is \vith the satne
servants ,,{horn he left \vhen he \ven t a\vay. Nothing
hints to us as a delay of generations long. We are
in other circumstances, in a \vorld that \videns no
more, looking back over the Church's history as Re
velation has at last unfolded it to us, and finding
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ourselves certainly near the close, and. qow near ,ye
cannot say. Is there another page yet to be written?
'Ve do not know; but certainly of all men that ever
lived 'lue should be "as nlen that wait for their Lord. It

A clear view gained of \vhat is prophesied as to
the end, with the knowledge of \vhat the Church of
God is, and its place amid the dispensations I \vill
make all else clear as to \vhat in this respect Inay
not have been considered. F. 'V. G.

,

NOTHING BUT BLOOD.
BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD.

U For the life of the flesh is in the blood: nnd I have gi\'en it
to yOll \tPOll the altar to make nn atonement for your son Is : fol'
it is the blooe' that mal~eth an atonement for the sonl 11 (Le,".
xvii. 1,1.) I ,

~.OTHING but blood, the preciotls blood
Of Christ, can purge the soul f1'0111 sin;

He freely gave the cleansing flood,
And all are saved who trust therein.

I'I will execute jndgment, I am.the Lorcl! ... And the blood
8110.11 be to you for 0. tol\en " .. and when I sec the blood, I "'ill
pass over )'OU," (l~xodus xtl: 11, 12.)

It ,vas redemption's pledge of old,
. Salvation's token sent frani heaven;
God said, "whe1l I the blood behold,'l

I t stands for peace and sins forgiven!

"Neither is there sah·tttion in allY other: for there is none
other na.me under heaven given among lneu, whereby wc must
be save(l." (Acts iv: 12.)

N or name nor character \vill count,
For sin is purged by blood alone,

And Jestls· veins supplied the fount,
The only stream that can atone.




