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as this offering under the ministry of Eleazar's office
typifies. It is in resurrection, as the First-born from
among the dead, that the ministry to us of the bless­
ing of new creation, Himself the second Man, its
Head, comes under His hallCl. How much the en­
trance of these things in to our hearts means for us!
Separation from all that which is of the old, and in­
duction into the glorious new-participation in the
meal-offering given us by our heavenly Priest! In
this also is to be found the fooel for our souls; for all
we have and shall be is bound up in participation
with Christ in new creation; His every glory is linked
with it. May we feed more on this precious food!

Finally, II the anointing oil." This brings in the
thought of sanctification, separation to Himself, and
holiness. This is, of course, the work of the Spirit;
therefore the oil is used. This likewise is connected
with Christ in resurrection. It is the glorifying of
Christ which brings down the Spirit to dwell in the
believer. He it is. who is the " Spirit of Truth," who
does not speak of Himself, but will guide us into all
truth. rrhe work of sanctification is by the truth
(John xvii. I7), and it is the Spirit who alone can
minister it in such a way that this end shall be ac­
complished. ,I He shall recei.ve of Mine, and show
it uuto you" (John xvi. 14), and Christ declares that
all tl1ings are Hi.s. We have a great High Priest
over the house of God, under whose hand all thing'
have been pt1t, and who orders all in connection wit
that house. Of these things He gives to the Spiril
and they constitute the truth, the revelation, Hi
Word j the Spirit is to impart it to us, and by it w~
are to be sanctified. Weare chosen therefore by
God" from the beginning to salvation in sanctifica·
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tioD of the Spirit and belief of the truth JI (2 Thess. ii.
13-J. N. D.). Thus the anointing oil is under the
hand of our Eleazar also.

May we, through His all-sufficient grace, seek to
walk in such a way that the Spirit shall not be
grieved, but shall be able to minister to O\]r souls
the precious truth which sanctifies and separates us
to our blessed Lord!

How blessed the fulness of that provision made f01'
the saints of God in the priesthood of Christ! The
more we lay hold of what has been done for us in
God's infinite love, the more we realize what ChriRt
is in glory for us at God's right hand, the deeper
will be the work in our hearts, so that the light shall
shine forth, the sweet incense of praise go up before
the throne; and then that glory shall be entered into
by us which is ours in participation with Christ in
the meal-offering character; finally, the blessed work
of sanctification will be wrought out in us to the
praise of the glory of His grace-all the fruit of His
loving ministry as our Priest.

J. B., Jr.

THOUGHTS ON 1. THESS. IV. IS-I8.

GR, wonderful, glorious promise!
It sets our lone hearts all aglow,

Come quickly. Come qu£ckly, Lord Jesus,
Thy people grow weary below.

Oh, surely the night shades are passing j

The dawn is more near now than far,
We're waiting and watching, blest Saviour,

The rise of the "Bright Morning Star. JI
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And then in that long-wa'ited moment,
Thy voice we shall hear bid us come

Right upward and into Thy pr'esence,­
Oh, the joy of that gathering home!

G. A. T.

PORTION FOR THE MONTH.

WE conclude this month our readings of the precious
book of Psalms, which we hope has indeed been
increasingly endeared to all our hearts. That

which will occupy us during the present month is the
fifth book, or Deuteronomy-psalms cviL-c!. It is of
somewhat a recapitulatory character, though by no means,
as we have always found in Scripture, is it a mere repeti­
tion. Divine principles are galhered up. and the lessons
unfolded in the four previolls books are here grouped to­
gether and emphasized in a fresh way.

The first division here is psalms evii.-cxiii., where we
have the general character of God's ways in dealing with
His people, and the results. Psalm cvii. gives the gen,
eral character of the entire book, man's evil in departure
from God, His faithful chastening and equally faithful
grace when they cry to Him for mercy. This is beauti­
fully ,enlarged upon.

Psa. cviii. shows God's victory for His people, who are
thus brought into blessing. It is very significant that
this psalm is composed of the last part of two previolls
ones-psalms lvii. and lx, The next two psalms, cix.
and ex., give us respectively the sufferings of Christ and
the glory that follows.

In psalm cix. we have suffering at the hands of man
rather than of God, and the result is judgment upon the
wicked. What a contrast to psalm xxii., where the wicked
have but small pLace and God's forsaking is prominent j

the result is unmingled blessing.
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In psalm ex. we see Him as King and Priest upon His
throne, after the order of Melchizedec. The remaining
psalms of this division (cxi.-cxiii.) are the outburst of
praise which flows from the suffering and glorification of
Christ. Each of them is introduced with the word" hal­
lelujah." It will be noticed that the psalms of this latter
portion of the book which are devoted to His people's
exercises are quite different from the similar ones in the
earlier books. There, the work of Christ and His glory
were seen as objects of faith by His people who still were
in the midst of an ungodly nation, and therefore subject
to all manner of persecution. Here our Lord's sufferings
and glory are celebrated as accomplished facts by a peo­
ple who have been introduced into permanent blessing,
and therefore exultant praise is the result.

Psalm cxi. is an alphabetic acrostic which describes
the works of Jehovah and His faithfulness.

Psalm cxii., also acrostic, dwells upon the blessedness
of trust in the Lord, while psalm cxiii.' is 'solely occupied
with the glory of the name of the Lord. ,

The next division of the book: (psalms cxiv.-cxix.) en­
larges upon the character of God's salvation, and com·
munion flo",!ing from that.

Psalm cxiv. celebrates God's power in delivering His
people out of Egypt, in face of which the sea fled and
Jordan stopped its course.

Psalm cxv. contrasts the excellence of God with the
folly of idols. How significant, in view not only of the
past idolatry of the people, but of their future recognitidn
of the image of the beast in the latter days!

Psalm cxvL celebrates the deliverallce of the remnant
as from the jaws of death, brought up by the Lord. ,It is

,a suited companion to psalm xl., which refers to our
blessed Lord in similar circumstances.

Psalm cxviL, brief as it is, has a mighty theme, in
which all the nations of the earth are invited to join, ,
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P~al,m ,cxviii. refers to our blessed Lard rejected and
disaJI~~,ed of me~, chasen of God and precious, and the
Head of the corner.

Psalm cxix. is in many respects the most wonderful of
the entire book. It is a perfect acrostic, in which each
letter of the Hebrew alphabet stands at the bead of a sec­
tion of eight verses, each of which also is introduced by
the, same letter. Eight is the number of new creation.
The theme of this psalm is the celebration of the perfec­
tions of God's written Word. Bow beautifully, then, does
the acrostic suggest this! The whole alphabet is ex­
hausted in setting forth the perfections of that Word, which
is,no longer seen as the law of requirement, written upon
tables ,of. stone, which could only bring condemnation;
but now written iii the heart of His people, even as it was
ever enshrined in the h"eart of their blessed Lord, it be­
comes the ground of constant thanksgiving and their
str~ngth in the face of all temptation.
, The' third division (psalms cxx.-cxx.xvi.) of the book
is composed of a large number of brief psalms, each of
which brjngsou~ some salient feature of divine blessing.
Nearly the entire division is taken up by the fifteen
I. songs of·degl'ees," which are a wonderful witness to the
perfection, not merely of literal, verbal inspiration, but
of the order of the psalms. They are divided into five
groups of three psalms each, and thus form a miniature
pentateuch in the larger pentateuch of psalms. They are
called" songs of degrees," or ,t ascents," which suggests
their use in the service of the temple, being sung, as is
supposed, by the people upon the steps of the temple as
they drew nearer and nearer to the sanctuary. Morally,
they celebrate the praises of God, as His saints in the
'latter days draw ever nearer to His presence. While the
ferm .of course, is Jewish, the principles abide for all

I .
t\-me,'and, with appropriate modifications, contain many
a precious lesson for the present dispensation.
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Th: first group here (psalms cxx.-cxxii.) dwells upon
the falt~fulness of God, who delivers His people who are
,at .a distance from Him (psalm cxx.). God is seen as
their Helper and Preserver (cxx. and cxxi.), and thus they
ent:~ with gladness into the house of the Lord (psalm
CXXl1.).

The second group of three psalms (cxxiii.-cxxv.) brings
out the enemy, whose pride is seen (psalm cxxiii.), their
opposition like the floods of proud waters (psalm cxxiv.),
but from which His people emerge, stedfast upon mount
Zion (psalm cxxv.).

The third group (psalm cxxvi.-cxxviii.) dwells upon
details of the people's restoration.

Psalm cxxvi. shows us their captivity turned, those
who sowed in tears now reaping in joy; the need of ab­
solute dependence upon God if His house and city ad to
be builded (psalm cxxvii.). while the fruitfulness and
blessedness of the man who trusts in the Lord are seen
in psalm cxxviii.). .

The fourth group (psalms cxxix.-cxxxi.) form a little
wilderness experience. The affliction of Israel from his
youth is seen in psalm cxxix. Deliverance from the re­
sults of sin, yea, from the depths, is the theme of psalm
cxxx., and childlike praise in psalm cxxxi.

The last group brings in Christ. Psalm cxxxii. shows
Him in David as type, not resting until He had found a
habitation for the ark of the Lord, the throne in His
house. In psalm cxxxiii..we see Him as the Priest
anointed and exalted, the fragrance of whose name reaches
down to the very skirts of His garments, binding His
people in unity. Psalm cxxxiv. closes all by lettinp; us
hear the praises of the Lord's servants who still are in
His house praising Him day and night.

Psalms cxxxv. and cxxxvi. are a wonderful unfolding
of the character of lhe praise to which we are privileged
to listen in psalm cxxxiv. The psalms are similar j that
is, they go over the same ground, but wilh this remark-
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able difference, that psalm cxxxvi. has a refrain repeated
between each act recounted, "His mercy endureth for­
ever." Thus God's mercy is celebrated both in the deliv­
erance of His people and in His judgment upon their
enemies.

The fourth division of this book (psalms cxxxvii.-cxlv.)
brings out, with increasing clearness, by reiteration, the
utter incapacity of man and the faithfulness and alI-suffi­
ciency of God.

Psalm cxxxvii. takes us back to Babylon, where the
captive people are unable to sing the Lord's songs, but
still look with longing eyes and loving hearts to the be­
loved city which lies in ruins. Deliverance follows this
(psalm cxxxviii.), for God will lift up the lowly out of
their need.

Psalm cxxxix. speaks of the omniscience of God
searching the secrets of the heart, which does not now
shrink from His holy eye.

Psalms cxl.-cxliii. emphasize the helplessness of man,
his cry in need to the Lord, and the deliverance which
flows from this.

Psalm cxliv. celebrates God's deliverance, and cxlv. is
another acrostic, in which we see our Lord leading the
praises of His people.

The closing division of the book (psalms cxlvi.-cl.)
puts the crown of praise upon the entire collection. The
psalms begin and end with halIelujahs. God's might is
declared in psalm cxlvi. j His helping hand, which has
tenderly ministered to His people's needs (cxlvii.); heaven
and earth unite together in His worship (psalm cxlviii.) j

the nations are called to join in this in psalm cxlix.;
while psalm cl. gathers alI the instruments of human mu­
sic and uses them, with the worship of alI creation, to
praise the name of the Lord. "Let everything that hath
breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord,"



3 06 ANSWERS TO CORRESI.'ONDENTS.

2 nd Thessalonians is similar to the first epistle with
the exception that the coming of our Lord is dwelt' upon
more in relation to the wickedness of the world than to
the hope of His people. Its three chapters form three
divisions.

In chapter i. we have God's righteousness, which will
vindicate His suffering people in the execution of judg­
ment upon their enemies. This is in fitting accord with
what wc have been learning in the book of Psalms.

Chaptcl' ii. shows the progress of that evil which,
though now hiddcn, 1S going steadily on until it culmi­
nates, after the rapture of the Church, in Antichrist, the
man o[ sin, who exalteth himself as God.

Chapter iii. still emphasizes the lessons of holi.ness for
the Lord's people, though pressed by such evil. Any
carelessness of walk or indifference to the natural respon­
sibilities of life is guarded against. The disorderly are
to be admonished, and, if need be, no company kept with
them.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Q\lI~H. 26.-I'lcnsG uxplain Hell. iii. 14: "PlIrtakers of Christ,
if," (lll~.

ANH.-'J'lw who]!) O[JiAt]e j.~ HllllrcsscIl to those Hebrews who had
1lI111ln 11 11l'Ol'liHHioll of liLil,h in Chrisb, hut some of whom were
tlll'l1iu/!; 1'1'011I Lho ]",01'11 11:11'1;: to .Jl\(laiRIlI. '1'he true believer will
1:011\ illllO ill (,\Hl filil;ll. TlwrcJill'o (,ho Itposl.\e sllys we nrc lunde
!U\!lodtll,'s of Ohl'iHt if thel'c is L,his nbiding, saving fnlLh in Him.

QtTI(R, !]Ii,--Ho th\\ \OH(; snjrel' the full IlClIltlty for sin-bot\l ihe
l'lwl, iull\lritl'll 1'1'011\ A<1tUII, 1I1l11 tho fruits, the /ldllnl sins-just as

if ehdHL IlIlll l1l\\'l'\' Hnff(J1'I~(l'~

ANH.--'('\w IjlWKliulI iI1l1h'I\I.(!!i Lhllt Lho writer had in mind tho
clitlUm:liulI (.\Illl, is HlJllIdilllUS nllu1o, I.hat Christ suffered for the Hin
01' Allnlll lUul JllIIn ILn\ only 1111(101' tho gnilt of their own Bius.

I " Ad I' d!:l(lrilltn\'0 nOVI,\' ,lIIya tlml, mUll 1'I\'C responsible 101' am S SlD, au
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therefore they never conld IlfLconn ted gnil t.y for it. On the other
h[\nd, Christ is never s[lid to hllve horne part, nnd nob nil of the
peualty UpOll ll1[1U. "By one 1ll1\1l sin entered into tho world, and
death hy sin; [Ind so de[llh pllsscd upon all mell, for Ihal; nil have
siuned." While dcnth is 1IlIil'cr;;aI, so IIlso is sin. There is 110
thought. of [I llllln hcing puuished (lll' HOIucthing; he nCl'er did. In
the case of childreu who cHe heltn'c readdng the )'ears of responsi­
bilit.y, there is 110 qnestion of their salvaLiou j hut lleath in their
case is uot pnnishmen t for sin on their [lllrl.-l'llther is it thc result
of a fallen nat.me inheritell, jnsl; HS It llisertse. Christ's redemption
uudoubt.edly avails for them, [IS He SlIyS, "Of snch is the kiugllom
of God." But there hlno slIch tlIOllghl. ill Scripl.Ul'e ns the unsavcd
baving been set. free from Allam's penalty, 1I11l1 only responsible for
their own. The ullsavedmnst. cldnk the nUllliugIccl cup o[ God's
wJ'llth (Rev. xiv. 10). "Aull the deall were jnllged ... accord­
iug to their works II (Rev. xx. 12). .

QUE8. 27.-1s it nnscriptnml [or [I ChrisLian to hold office nnder
governlllent, 01' to tal,e part iu poliLiclLlnfihirs? W[\8 not Erastns
an offieial, llDll 1I0L rebukell by Puul?

Alls.-1u the first place, we mllst. rememher that the New Tes[a­
ment does not lay down hanl anll thst. mlcs. 'Ve lire" not lInller
law, but uuder grace," and the cOllsLl'lIiuing motive is not a COlll­

manti so mnch as "the love oj' Christ cllnstmincth liS." 'l'herefore
we will not expect to fini! direct pmhibHions slIve of things in­
trinsically imlilornl. Bot in tho llext place, filith is a growing prin­
ciple in the believer, [Inti, as it grows, lenlls on to increosing devo­
teduess nnd separation, accordillg lIS the lighl; is receil'ee]. '1.'hos, [IS
II believer enters more [Ind more into tho minll oj' the Spirit for
bim, he will give up lIHU1Y thillgs which previously he lllily have
gone on wiLh in good eonsciencc. Applying these prillciples to the
question, we gllbher from COll'S word that "anI' cit.izell1ship is in
bellven," that we are ".~tmngel·s mHl pilgrims," all(l th:lt "herc we
hllve no continuing cit:>,." Wo also ICll1'11 Ulllt by tho cross of Christ
we have been" erncifiecl to the worleI, 11IHl Ihe WOrll! to us," ftud
that we liTe" not of the worlel, el'(!n as" Christ is "not of the
world." These and other scriptlm!S, IlS t.hey ILI'C bome io IIpon tho
80ul by the Spirit, will seiliwato olle iO(!rCllsillgIy li'01n nlI LlmL is
convoyed in the wore1 "c:itizeoship." Besidcs this, aC(lUitint.nllce­
ship with the Lord JesllS will ever lend ill w[lI1dng with Him,
which surely will not be in C011lpllnionship with the world.
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As to Erastua nnd his office, severnl suggestioDs Ull1Y be moo
first, he was donbtless.iu the positiou beJ'Ol'e bis conversion, ~ud
sbould abide tbere" witb God" nutillel1 out of the position; tIle
too, be was siruply a pnblic servnnt, \lot elected to that positio
but appoiuted, doubtless, oy i/ll}lerilll ltutllOrity. Oue may sure
sel've the go\'ernlllent os nn employe, if not ('Il11ed on to dishou
God in that servicE'.

WHEN God called the Jewish people from Egypti8
bondage to inherit the land of Canaan He gave the!
a law of His own. In the keeping of it they wet
to taste joys and blessings which no other natic
could have. They were to have no plagues, n
diseases, no blights; their corn, their wine, their oi
their cattle and sheep would abound, and no enem
would be able to prevail against them. These aI

joys that every man can appreciate.
But when Christ came to call sinners tOl"eklentanCt

to deliver them from the guilt and the power of sir
to bring them into communion with His Father, an
to make them partakers of the joys of Heaven, me
had to become' I new bottles II before they could tak
in the .new joys-that" new wine." They must b
born anew.

Every man is still ready to drink that" old wine
of earthly blessings, but alas, how few care for th
"new wine" of heavenly blessing. Yet is it the on
that will never run out.
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KINI1 SAUL:
TI:IE MAN AFTER THE FLESH.

PARTll.
THE KING OF MAN'S CHOICE.

Chapter Ix.
SAUL AND JONATHAN CONTRASTED.

(1 Snffi. xii.-xiv. 23.)
(ConI......" from paoe 295.)

SA UL and his company soon learn of the commo­
tion among the Philistines, and of an apparent
conflict and victory with which they had had

nothing to do. But there does not seem to be any
thought with them that God is at work-surely it
must be that some of his own little company have
gone to fight the enemy. II Number now, and see
who has gone from us, It seems to indicate that he
had some idea that human power had been at work.
He finds only Jonathan and his armor-bearer are ab­
sent, and this would not be sufficient to explain the
commotion.

Have we not more than a hint here that the man
of flesh never rises to the thoughts of faith? Could
we imagine such noble words coming from Saul as
we have heard from Jonathan? The flesh never
rises beyond itself, its circumstances. God is left
out, for in His presence it cannot exalt itself, and
must be eclipsed. Even in the measure in which
Saul succeeded, this was the case.

But he is now compelled to ask counsel of God,
tllUugh with apparent reluctance. It is significant
that the ark of God was present, as mentioned here.
The camp and field was no place for it. A resting­
place had been provided for it at Shiloh, where the
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tabernacle had been set up when Joshua brought Is.
rael into Canaan. It had been brought out against
these very Philistines in the days of Eli, with what
disastrous results we know. God will never link His
holy name with an unjudged state of His people.
The ark went into captivity, and had never found an
abiding-place since. In fact, it never did till David
brought it to Ziou.

Perhaps Saul was not far at this time from the
hiding-place of the ark, and had had it brought as a
sort of rallying-centre for his dwindling band, as well
as a witness that God was with him. Such expedi­
ents are not unknown to the flesh, which will make
use of visible forms from which the power has de­
parted, and seek to rally men around the names of
what have become mere pretension. Rome's ex­
treme claims are an illustration of this, though by no
means the only one.

While Saul is talking with the priest, and appar­
ently while the latter is beginning to ask counsel of
God, the rout of the Philistines becomes more mani·
fest, and tIle king considers this sufficient reason for
discontinuing what was not his first impulse. The
flesh loves not to ask counsel of God, and gladly
withdraws from His presence. It looks merely at
what is seen; and if victory is already assured, there
is no need for dependence upon Go~. Alas, how
common is this! We tum to God in our times of
perplexity, and when all. other means have failed;
how readily do we dispense with His. aid when there
seems to be no further occasion for it! The flesh in
us is as hopelessly independent of God as was this
man who is a type of it. It is ever going to ex­
tremes. The man who a while ago said, jl I forced



KING SAUL: 'tHE MAN AFTl.ll THK FL~SIl. 31I

myself," when intruding into what God forbade, now
says, "withdraw thy hand," and turns from God,
because he thinks he can get on without Him.

And yet llOW utterly foolish is this! Had the les­
son of Ai been utterly forgotten? The feeblest en­
emy can· conquer apeopl~ who are relying upon an
arm of flesh, though flushed with past victory.

Let us remember that we need God as much in
victory as in conflict-perhaps more; for, while the
issue is uncertain we involuntarily turn to Him, but
our temptation is to forget Him when the battle is
won. We must ever return to the camp at Gilgal;
but as we have seen, this had no significance for poor
Saul.

But God is at work, through Jonathan, and the
enemy is thol'oughly routed. Indeed, they tum
their weapons against one another, as is so often seen
in Israel's conflicts. Whenever they were with God,
it was scarcely necessary for them to fight. They
could "stand still," and see the enemy fighting
among themselves. So it was in the days of Gideon
before, and at a later day when Jehoshaphat faced a
countless host.

Saul and his little band rush up to have a share in
the battle, and join in the rout. But victory was
already assured. Saul was not needed; indeed, later
we find what a hindrance he was.

How good it is to see the results of a work of God
like this! Not merely is the enemy overthrown, but
the poor scattered sheep of Israel are called back.
Many of them were captives, or willing bondsmen,
to the Philistines. Many had also hidden th.emselves
in the mountains, fearing to face the enemy. But
they know a victory, and rally to the Lord's standard.
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Surely it would have been faith to have needed no
such recall as this, but the Lord's people are weak,
"prone to wander," and easily lose sight of Him.
How responsible is everyone to see that his example
does not encourage defection from the Lord! What
a terrible thing it is to b~ a stumbling-block! May
the Lord keep us lowly, in all self-distrust, that we do
not by our example, or Unbelief, scatter the feeblest
of His own from Him.

But if the saints are easily scattered, they quickly
rally when the Lord's hand is seen. Even in Asa's
time, when a permanent division existed, we read
that they fell to him in great numbers out of
Ephraim, when they saw that the Lord was with
him.

How refreshing it is to think of these two men of
faith, ,alone with God at the beginning, now rein­
forced by these scattered ones! But were they any
stronger? Were not these as liable to drop off again
ill time of danger? Ah yes; the strength was in the
Lord alone, and two with Him are infinitely stronger
than the undivided host of Israel without Him. The
joy is in the recovery of the wanderers; not for the
help afforded by them, but rather for their own
sakes, and because of the glory to the Lord's name
through His people's recovery.

We must not despise numbers. Pride may lurk in
the hearts of a few, as well as among the many.
'I'he strength of Jonathan and his armor-bearer was
not ill themselves. Their faith laid hold upon God.
Apart fro111 that they were as feeble as any of these
ftlgitivcs. And these latter can in their turn be Jon­
Mhans if they but lay hold of the same One who
w1'ought 01\ that day.
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We long to see recovery and unity among the peo­
ple of God. Let us not seek to secure it in any otber
way than J onatban did. It was not the ark with
Saul that effected the victory, but the living faith of
Jonathan which broug-Itt God in. The saints will be
united, recovered from wherever they may have
wandered, not by fleshly efforts to bring them to­
gether, but by turning to Him who still is the God
of victory. Let us see to it that we are in all lowli­
ness and self-distrust before Him, and tbe c1esi!e of
our hearts for the recovery and unity of His beloved
people may yet in some measure be seen.

(To be continued.)

(9) GLORIOUS Sun!
Shine in this heart of mine,

Drive :tIl its darkness forth,
Thall Ligh t Divine!

Let Thy pure rays
Its secret cham bers flood,

With healing on their wings,
The balm of God.

Sweet is the light
At morn to watching eyes,

And pleasqnt to behold
'fhe sun arise.

So, Lord, arise
Upon my longing sight,

That I may see in Thee
God's glory bright.

I-I. N. D.
(Lines sllg:gcslerl by n l'l\Y of Sllllligh t which <1nily chcol'cd tllO

hOll~S of sllll'el'iug while lying ill n hoapilnl hell.)



THE SECRET PLACE.

THIS is the mainspring of everything. And yet
we make excuses, and say we cannot find time.
But the truth is, if we cannot find time for se­

cret prayer, it matters little to the Lord whether we
find time for public service or not.

We can find time to talk with our brethren; and
the minutes fly past unheeded, until they become
hom:s j and we do not feel it a burden. Yet, when
we find we should be getting into our closet to be
alone with God for a season, there are ever so many
difficulties standing right in the way. " Ten thou­
sand foes arise" to keep us from that hallowed spot,
"thy closet." It would seem as if Satan cares not
how we are employed, so being we seek not our Fa­
ther's face; for well the great tempter knows if lle
can but snap the communications between us and
oUr God he has us at his mercy. Yes, we can find
time, it may be, even to preach the gospel and min­
ister to the saints, while our own souls are barren
and sapless for lack of secret prayer and communion
with God!

When we go into our closet and shut the door, no
one sees us, no one hears us, bnt God. It is not the
place to make a fair SllOW. No one is present before
whom to make a little display of our devotion. No
one is there but God.

All, it is a searching spot-alone in the presence
of God! It is the lack of spending time there that is
the secret of so much of the lifelessness and the car­
nality that abounds. ·What we want to see is a great
l'cvollltion in the praying habits of God's people.
We entl110t pray by proxy-that is, by another doing
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it for us-any more than our bodies can thrive by
another taking our food for us. There must be indi­
vidual closet work

Th e prayer meeting will not suffice us, blessed
privil'ege though it be. 'I Thou, when thou prayest,
mter into thy closet" and when thou hast shut the
door, pray" (Ma.tt. vi. 6). How many t11ere may be
who have gradually left off secret prayer until com­
munion with God has been effectively severed!

We do not speakat random. Anyone who does a
little in coming and going among souls will have dis­
covered this by experience. The terrible downward
current of these last days is carrying the many be­
fore it-yea, the many even of Goel's people; and the
great enemy of souls could not have hit upon a more
deadly device for making merchandise of the saints
than by stopping the supplies at a throne of grace
When closet prayer languisheth, the whole head is
sick and the whole heart faint.

The lack of secret prayer betrays a lack of heav­
enlyappetite. It implies a positive absence of desire
for the presence of God. Those who are strangers
to the closet fall an easy prey to temptation. Satan
gets an advantage of them at every turn. Nothing
comes right; everything happens in an 1111 toward
way, for

Thorny is the 1'0[1,,1
rrbn~ lel\ds my sonl from GOl!.

If a brother is not at the prayer meeting for a time
or two, you can speak to him about it, and exhort
him. His absence is a thing you can see. But if he
is absenting himself from the closet, that is a thing
beyond your observation. You only feel, when you
come in contact with him, that something is sapping
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his spiritual life; and who shall estimate the eternal
loss that follows the neglect of secret prayer!

How different it is with those who watch with
jealous care that the Lord has always His portion,
whoever may have to want theirs! Their going out,
their coming in, theil; whole manner of life, declares
that they hnve been where the heavenly dew has
been falling. 'rheir Father, who saw them in secret,
is rewarding them openly. They carry about with
them, although all unconscious of it, the serenity of
the secret place, where they have been communing
with God.

Let secret prayer be urged 011 God's people as one
of the great essentials of spiritual life, without which
our grandest service will be barren and fruitless in
the eyes of Him who looketh on the heart. And let
each one of us ask himself the ql1estioll, II Am I de­
lighting in the secret place-to plead with the Lord
-to renew my strength-to have power with Goel
and prevail? "-(Adapted.)

THE ROOT ERROR OF DOWIEISM.

IT is not our desire to indulge in personal criticism,
or needlessly to occupy the saints with move­
ments manifestly not according to God's word.

Bnt when ftmclamental truths are openly denied, we
are responsible to warn the beloved people of God
against error,

'I'he two prominent doctrines of Mr. Dowie have
been, npparently, what is known as divine healing,
and the establishment of a restored earthly church,
which he cans Zion, These two features of his
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movement have been presented in every way to at­
tract the attention of the public; the most common
method, apparently, being that of abuse of all who
differ from these views. The well-nigh blasphemous
assumption ·of the name Elijah, coupled wit1.J. a re­
turn to the legal system of tithing, an elaborate rit­
ual, and a complete clerical system, show the whole
movement to be devoid of those elements of Chris­
tian truth known to the simplest babe in Christ who
has been at all instructed.

It would be easy to remind the child of God that
by this system he is robbed of the precious truth of
the priesthood of believers j of the blessed assurance
that we are not under law, but under grace; of the
knowledge of a heavenly position as 1:!nited by the
Holy Ghost to a glorified Christ, while we wait for
His coming again. Practically, for occupation with
Christ is substituted occupation with this man.

But we may be assured that Satan has even deeper
errors hidden beneath this mass of self-glorification
and legalism. His object is ever to attack the per­
son or the work of our blessed Lord j and of this we
have evidence in the present case.

The following extract from the official organ of
this movement, "Leaves of Healing," is taken from
Mr. Dowie's address prior to the visit of himself and
several thousand to New York:

"The Christ who went to hell to preach to the l\utedilndans,
who in the dGYs of Nouh rf'jected Him, is still the BIlwe Clll'istj lind
nHhongh man make their bed in hell, even thel'e sbnll Hia right
hond find them.

"We will tell them that the Good Shepherd will seek tbem
thronghout the earth, throughout hell, lind througbollt eternity,
uutil He linds them Ilnd bl'ings them back to Himself, and tllat
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not one shall pel"ish; for He said tbat if He be lifted up He wonld
dra.\v nil unto Himself.

II We believe that the Fnlbel' hatll given Him power nnd autbOl··
ity ovel" nlL flesh, to give tlJem etol'lll\l life; and if not ill this life,
in the life to cOUle, ilie Saviour will seek tile siunel" unti1lle sins
no more.,

II We will carry tile gospel of everlasting bope to the hopeless,
SOlTOw-stl'icken heal'U1 of tllose who are ta.nght tile infel'ulil lie that
God bAS sent their deal' ones iuto a hopeleBB Ilell, from which they
eRn ne"er come.

II May God help os in presenting the gospel, which bids lUeu to
know that His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting j that it is
above the 'bl'l\,vens nnd cleeper than bell i and that some clay, Bome­
",here"the Mastel', the Shepherd, the Saviour, will bring horne the
lllst sin ner !

" Oh, I tllllnk God for tlU\t g~pell ' (.Amen.)
"The gospel which SILVaS to the ntt!ll'lnost-the gospel which

will seek in eternity !IS well fiS in time, nntil tbe Inst sinner is
sRvecl,"

Here we have simple restorationism; the denial of
the eternity of punishment for the ungodly-similar
to the error propagated by t1J.e advocates of " Milleu­
nial Dawn." Let our readers then take warning.
They have not merely to combat error, abuse and
levity in connection with" faith healing," etc., but
to turn from this old lie of Satan, "Ye shall not
surely die," We need hardly add that the equally
deadly error of annihilation is to be guarded against
on the other side.

Solemn and awful truth'-to bring us on our faces
in prayer, and to lead us to plead with men-souls
passing out of this world without Christ are hopeless
for all eternity, 'I Knowing therefore the terror of
the Lord, we persuade men."



CONSIDER THE LILIES.
"He leedeth a.mong thelilies."-Ca.nt. It. 16.

" Why eateth your Master with publica.DS and sinners? "­
Matt. lx. 11.

%.LL around Him and beside Him,
Sinners sat at meat-

Sinful men and sinful women­
Bread of heaven they eat.

There, for Him who bath no money,
Wine and milk He pours

From the blessed fields of heaven,
God's exhaustless stores.

So they drank, the weary, thirsty,
That unfailing tide i

And forever and forever
They are satisfied.

He on heavenly food was feeding,
Meat to them unknown,

Blessed will of God who sent Him,
Needing that alone;

Sent to seek the lost and guilty,
Outcasts and despised,

Gems the hand of God would gather
For the crown of Christ.

So He fed amongst His lilies,
Saw them fair and white,

In the garden God had planted
For His own delight.

Only sinful men and women
Men could see and scorn j

He beheld them crowned with glory
Of the heavenly motn-

Saw them with their palms of triumph,
With their harps of gold;.

Yet the same who sat around Him
In the days of old.

Mrs. Frances Bevatl.



PHILEMON AND ONESIMUS i

OR, THE FATHER'S LOVE RECEIVING A SINNER.

PHILEMON means "loving, kindhearted," and
may well speak to us of a loving heavenly Fa­
ther. The sinner does not know Him as that.

"The trembling sinner feareth that God can ne'er
forget. "

Onesimus means" profitable; JI but how unprofit­
able he had proven! Just as man, who was created
by God for His own glory and praise, turns his back
on God and goes away from Him and refuses His
love, so Onesimus leaves his loving, kindhearted
master and goes to Rome. He sinks, as we may
gather from the letter of Paul, to the lowest depths,
until finally he reaches a Roman prison j and if he
were to be known as a runaway slave, his master
could demand his punishment by death. The sinner
away from God is "condemned already," and only
awaiting the day of judgment to have the sentence
executed.

But in his extremity Onesimus finds one to help,
one who has laid aside his high-sounding, kingly
name of Saul, and taken the humble name of Paul,
meaning" little, "-one who was a prisoner, and be­
gets a son in his bonds.

How like the blessed Lord Jesus, "who being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a servant, and humbled
Himself, JI and who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, and through that
death begets many sons, and brings them to glory.

Verse 11-" Was unprofitable. JI A sinner's pic-
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ture. "There is none righteol.ls; no, not one. There
is none that understandeth; there is none that seek­
eth after God. They are all gone out of the way;
they are together become unprofitable j there is none
that doeth good; no, not one."

Verse I 2-" Receive him; II and verse 17 empha­
sizes this: "receive him as myself." Accepted in
the Beloved! accepted in all the fulness of what Cbrist
is to God !-in the person of the Son as near as He,
as dear as He! accepted in all the value of the holy,
spotless, peerless, undefiled One!

Can we doubt, or tremble, or fear, whel1 such is
the case!

Ah, no! there is perfect peace when we know that
the measure of our acceptance by God is His Son.

Like David showing kindness to a helpless Mephib­
osheth for the sake of a beloved Jonathan, so God
shows His kindness and love to a guilty, hell-deserv­
ing sinner for the sake of His beloved SOD.

Verse 15-' I Receive him forever." When we are
accepted in the Beloved and received by God, we
have everlasting life-lzje lastz'ng forever. Nat a
temporal thing, not a transitory possession, but a new
life, eternal in the heavens. "Verily, verily, I say
unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into judgment, but is passed from death
unto life." "I give unto them eter/tal life." "Of
all which the Father hath given Me, I should Jose
nothing, but raise it up again at the last day. II

"That every oue which seeth the Son, and believeth
on Him, may have evedasting life; and I will raise
him 1.1p at the last day." God receives the sinner for­
ever, who comes in the name of Jesus Christ, and 110
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one can plnck lIS out of the Father's hand. Blessed
place! blessed portion!

Verse 16-" Not now as a. servant, but above a
servant." 'Ve have not received the spirit of bond·
age again to fear, but the spirit of adoption, whereby
we err, "Abba, Father." How much more blessed it
is to be a child of God than a servant! We are :no
more servants, but SOliS. Not under the bondage of
law, but free to serve God in a1l the gladness and joy
of sons. \Vonld not Onesimus serve his mastel'in
the Lord with a service far beyond that which he
hac1 rendered him in tIle old days? Will not a child
of God who knows his sins forgiven serve, not in the
oldness of the letter, but in the newness of the Spirit?
"The love of Christ constraining us" is a far greater
incentive to true service than the bondage of "This
do, and thou shalt live."

And then-
Verses 17, IS, 19-Paul provides for the payment

of all Onesimus' debt. "One fun payment c1eareth
His. memory of all debt." "The blood of Jesus
Christ, God's Son, deanseth us from all sin." He of­
fered one sacrifice for sins and then sat down forever.

AU that Satan ever has ul'ged, or can urge, against
us has been purged and cleansed-all wip«;:d out-by
the precions blood of the Lord Jesus Christ which
He shed on Calvary, in His infinite sacrifice, My
soul, take comfort in this-that thou canst no mOl'e
be lost, when resting in Christ, than He could be!
It is not rashness thatgoives the soul this confidence;
it is simple faith in the word of God.

And when Onesimus is fully established in the
household of faith, he has something to look for­
ward to.
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Verse 22-" Prepare me a 10c1ging: ., I shall be'
given unto you." All may not be sunshine in the
place to which the servant is sent. There may be
misunderstandings with feIlow·servan ts. There may
be disappointment and sorrow, but he has one thing
to look forward to-the coming of the One to whom
he owes all.

And so have we. In the world we shall have trib­
ulation, but He to whom we owe all is coming for us._
"I will come again and receive you unto Myself."
May God rest our hearts in this precious promit>e,'
for His name's sake!

F. L. F.

PAUL TO TIMOTHY.

t'2 Tim. L)

11' is beautiful to see how tIiumphsnt Paul was in
in every circumstance. The bllffetings of life's
tempests lift him higher Hp, into regions nearer

to Christ and God than before. The darker the
night, the brighter shines his lamp of faith, and
"forlorn and shipwrecked brethren," seeing his un­
faltering footsteps, may welt" take heart again." The
whole tone of this letter to Timothy is evidence of
this.

He is about to suffer a violent death; but instead
of being an apostle according to that death sentence,
he is an apostle according to a pron1i,.;e of life. If
these words mean anything, they mean that the
promise of life characteriEed all that he did and said.
Roman gladiators, when marching to mortal strife in
the arena, greeted the emperor with the words "W,e
who are about to die salute thee, Cresar.'" Their a~"
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dons aod their words were characterized by a stoic
manliness or a callous indifference. They faced
death with a brute·courage bred of fierce passions
or cynie despair; and through the mist of centuries
veiling ,the coarser aspects, we may gaze on them
with a Certain admiration. But oh, how surpassing
admiraole are the apostle's words and ways! The
light of an eternity of life is shedding a calm and
steady lustre upon them, and we seem lifted into
sublime regions where Christ dwells and death has
been annulled. '1 He that believeth on Me shall
never die."

1tis very beautiful to see how constantly and Un.
waveringly the apostle makes use of the greeting
"Grace, mercy, and peace." It is not a stereotyped
phrase with him. He has given voice to the best
wish that can be uttered for experience down here.
Try and think of something better. You will be un.
able td do so. Oh that we all realized in our lives
more the grace, mercy and peace which God is ever
ready to bestow upon us! What transformed ones
ourS would be if we did!

"I am thankful to God, whom I serve from my
forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceas·
ing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night
and day." In this and the next verse we see the nat­
ural feelings and affections in the mention of Paul's
and Timothy's ancestors. The expression is some­
what peculiar. It is not" I serve from my birth, or
youngest days," but "from my ancestors." It is
taken by some that this means that Paul's ancestors
served God, and probably this is correct exegesis,
and yet it is I serve." It is a trite thing to say that
"fa.ith is not inherited," and yet what an inestimable
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blessing for one to possess a pious ancestry! How
quietly their piety waters, as the dew the grass, the
tender faith of those who grow up around them!
How unconsciously ways of reverence and godly fear
are learned! How imperceptibly there steals into
the young heart a germ of faith, which, under God's
overruling grace, takes root and springs up a glori­
ous growth to His praise! 0 parents, and ye who
care for children, it is not alone your outward forms
and rules, your set Bible-readings and stated periods
of prayer that sink into the young life, but rather
your inward love for Christ and reverence of His
lovely ways-the whole course and trend of your
life! .

"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance tllat thou
stir up the gift of God which is in thee by the putting
on of my hands. "

Have you noticed that" wherefore"? It refers to
the fact that Timothy had unfeigned faith, Gift is
like a machine without its motive power, if faith be
absent. Faith and love are absolutely essential to
its exercise. A man may be gifted Ivith the tongue
of a Cicero; but unless it is accompanied by faith, his
words will fall still-born from hi.s mouth. He may
have the mind of an Aristotle; be able to weave a
world-system of philosophy; but without faith to
put him in touch with tile Master's heart and mind,
his system will be ingenious but not trutle, beautiful
but lifeless. Oh what shall cause these dead bones
to live? The living link with the " Resurrection
and the Life" alone suffices.

Timothy had unfeigned faith. He could on that
account be caned on to "kindle again" his gift; for
thus would it be at the Master's service. There are
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many imitations which look like the genuine until
tried in the fiery furnace of affliction: There, and,
there alone, is the touchstone. Will it endure the
fire of a furnace heated sevenfold 7 Reader, you
and I may have some little gift, for the Lord never
leaves a child without one; but oh let us remember
whence it derives its usefulness! If we would II kin­
dle it again," let us warm it with genuine faith and
love for our Lord, or it is of no use.

" Precious faith Olll' God hath given-rich in faith is l'iell indeed j

Fire-tried gold from His own treaalll'y, fnlly meeting every Deed i
Channel of Ris gmce abOl1lllling, 1Jl'iDging pence (1]](1 joy and

light;
l>ul'ifyillg, overcomil1g; linking weakness 11'itli His might."

" For God hath not given unto us the spirit of cow­
ardice, but of power and of love and of wise dis­
cretion. "

That is what the spirit of faith is-powerful, lov­
ing, and wise. The word rendered " fear" in the
Authorized Version, and here translated "coward­
ice," is one which occurs only five times in the New
Testament-once in its verb form, once in its noun.
and three times in its adjective form; and every­
where it is connected with the thought of. absent
faith. Twice we have it in the scene on stormy Gal­
ilee. "Why are ye so fearfttl.? 0 ye of little faith! /I

Once 111ore, in that solemn verSe, "But the fearful
and 1l1Zbel£1!1Jl1lg shall have their part in the lake
which burneth." Who are the fearful there but just
the nnbelieving? Then the Lord says hi the four­
teenth of Joh11, " Let not your heart be troubled;
neither let it be cowardly." TInts we have exhorta­
tion, rebuke and warning as to it. So solemnlY'em~

phasized we should indeec1 ponder it.
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Consider for a moment the triple characteristic
which faith opposes to it. First, there is the spirit
of power. Who so powerful as those linked living-ly
with the everlasting God and Father of our Lord Je­
sus Christ? A son of God Almighty, and a coward?
How utterly illcongrl1ous are the thoughts! Faith
cries in tones of thunder, "U God be for us, who
can be against us?" and, spreading its pinions of
victory, carries us aloft into regions where there :is
no defeat, no loss, no despair. Greater is He that is
for us than all else. . Oh what a foe to cowardice is
this living link with God!

Secondly, there is the spirit of love, manifested by
God the Saviour, and returned by us. Love as well
as power is an inveterate foe of cowardice. Think
of the love of Jesus, and trem ble no longer, ye down­
hearted, for love will summon power whenever

. needed, to yom assistance. Infinite power in the
service of infinite love! T/zis dual alliance can never
be overcome. That is the Godward side of it i but it
has its counterpart in us. The spirit of love for Je­
sus, begotten by His own for lIS, overwhelms all cow­
ard fears. We see a mother, animated by love for
her offspring, rush into the most fearful danger with­
out a tremor. Love renders her oblivious to the
peril. Will not love do the same for us in the serv­
ice of Christ? It is thus that the poet can truthfully
say of the Cross,

"It makes tbe coward spirit brave i"

for it begets deep love in ottr hearts for the dying
Saviour;· and Jove, as we have said, is the foe of
cowardice. " Who would not fight for such a city? "
exclaimed a Roman citizen, in enthusiasm. Can we
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not more truly say, "Who would not endure all peril
faT such a Saviour?"

Thirdly, we have the spirit of wise discretion, flow­
ing from the Holy Spirit, tempering and guiding the
power and love. Though apparently akin to cow­
ardice, it is at infinite variance with it. It is so far
froOl it, it dares resemble it. It is wise discretion
for tlte caUSe of Christ. It is not a selfish estimating
of what it will cost us, but of what it will cost Him.
Where the first two spirits are, there is no doubt as
to that. May the Lord make it true of us in all OUf

ways! F. C. G.

CHRIST, AND NOT THE LAW,

THE RULE OF LIFE AND DAILY WALK FOR THE

CHRISTIAN.

CHRIST'S death upon the cross is the dividing
line, the complete separation, between Judaism
and Christianity, between the old and the new,

between law and grace-the handwriting of ordi­
dances (the obligations) blotted out, taken out of the
way, nailed to His cross (Col. ii· 14).

John t 17-"The law was given by Moses; grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ."

Rom. x. 4-Christ is the end of the law for the
believer.

Rom. viii. 2-4-What the law could not do, Christ
has done by His cross.

2 Cor. v. I7-New creatures (creation).
Rom. vi. I-I4-Not under law, but under grace.
Rom. vii. 1-6-Dead to the law, married to Christ.
Gal. ii. 16-2 I_" I through the law am dead to the

law, that I might live unto God."
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Gal. iii. 10-1 3-" The just shall live by faith i and
the law is not of faith."

The believer in Christ is born again, born of God
(I Peter i. :l3i John i. 13), is a new creature, old
things are passed away, all things are new (:I Cor. v.
I7 )-justified by faith and at peace with God (Rom.
v. I). This is all of God-God's grace; as we read
in Rom. iv. J6, it is of faitle, that it might be by
grace. Again, in Eph. ii. 8-10, "For by tract are ye
saved through faitll" . . . it is the gift of God: not
of works, lest any man should boast. For we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus." Has
the law anyplace in all this?

As the. believer is justified only by faith, and the
law is not of faith,-" no man being justified b}" the
law in the sight of God, "-how then can the law be
either the rule of life or of daily walk for him who is
dead to it, and who is united by faith to the risen,
glorified Man at God's right hand 7 Does ~ot the
word of God (which should be final and conclusive
for the believer) forever settle the question of the
law for him 7 for it is written in Gal. ii. 21 II for if
righteousness come by (or is through) the law, then
Christ is dead in vain" (has died for naught). Can
the believer go back again to the law, asking God to
incline his heart to keep the law-that which is not
of faith-that which is the "ministTation of death,
written and engraven in stones" (2 Cor. iii. 7) 7

DAILY WALK.

John i. 12, 13.
Colossians ii. 6, 7, 8.
I John ii. 6.
I Peter ii. :2 I.

The book of Hebrews is the book of .. better
things, II Christ, our great High Priest, and not the
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law, being set before us. In chapter vii. [2 we read,
"For the priesthood being changed, there is made a
change of the law; " and in verse 19, "The law made
nothing perfect." In chapter x. I it is written,
"The law was a shadow of good things to come;"
and in verse 9, ,. He taketh away the first, that He
may establish the second." Read prayerfully He­
brews, chaps. vii., viii., ix., x.

R. D.

THE ,THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE:
NOTES bF AN ADDRESS BY S. R.,NEW YORK, NOV.26,I903.

;. . (Col. iiL, firB~ verses.)

W·. HAT a blessed privilege and clignity it is to be
incense-bearers, as we have been hearing~to

. make manifest the savor of Christ's name!
This is surely priestly work, as in Peter a Iwly priest­
hood, etc. The material of our sweet incense is to
be the savor of Christ, who is ever fragrant to God;
w~ offer the sacrifice of praise, confessing His name.
"It is 'not" to be counting over our mercies merely, but
the 'primary thought is that we are to be offering the
praIse of Christ to God.

Pa'L1I does not ever lose the sense of priesthood and
nearness to God; he is a worshiper when led about
or in prison,his feet in the stocks, or when cast O\lt
and in 'bitter trial. We all alike are privileged to
have in our censers the Same blessed perfume that
the apostle had.

He realized also how to be a royal priest, to show
forth the praises of Him that hath called us out of
dar.kness into His marvelous light, in kingly dignity.
In the.presence of God we are a holy priesthood, and
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in the presence of the world a royal priesthood to
show forth the praises of Him who hath called liS.

In Colossians it is not primarily priesthoud, hut in
a sense a deeper truth. They have been taug-lIt to
look on their own position according to Christ's posi­
tion; and He has measured it for us by His cross,
His death and resurrection. 'We arc "Ilead with
Christ," God having set the seal of His condemnll­
tion on what sinful man iSi man,mi such, having no
standing before God. The Christian has learned
that God looks for nothing in him as a child of Adam.
Oh what blessedness when souls see how God set tiS

aside and condemned us in the person of His blessed
Son on the cross, showing us the blessed relief of he­
ing done with self entirely, crucified and dead with
Christ! This must be in connection with seeing that
in th~ death of Christ God has set us aside. If we
would know the sweetness of the things of God, it
must be in connection with the cross of eh rist. II If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those thin~'s which
are above, where Christ sitteth at the righ t lw.1Hl of
God." We are not to be occupied with a deml self any
more than with a sinful self, or with a good self. It is
not self at all that we are to be occupied with, hut Christ
risen and glorified, with Christ where He is; and he
shows us that we are in the same atlllosphere with
our Lord though our feet are still in the sands of thf
wilderness. It is occupation with that blessed One
His person, His love, His sympathy, His riche!
these are now to occupy us in cunnection with a gl
rified Christ, for all these things are above. Thl
do not accord with the things that are about us hen

The savor of Christ is not earthly, bnt heavenly­
a savor of that which is above j and we are pilgrirr.



332 THE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE

here. So far as occupation of mind and real life are
concerned, it is hid, not merely from the gaze of the
world, but with Christ in God. The world looks on
us with pity, scorn, or indifference, and may say,
II How is it that a man of such abilities is content to
go on with religious things and humble people! II and
if the world does understand our life, it's the saddest
reproach to us.

I would 110t take out of this text the safety of
be'ing hidden-blessedly so. But below the other
thought is the principal one, that all our springs are
in , Him. Does that describe our life practically!
It is what God sees. We live in an age of superfi­
ci~1ity even in divine things-such a public kind of
life; t~enecessitiesof toil and business make it diffi­
cult to live much in private. The enemy would COll­

stantly use the necessary duties of life to Sh11t out
fro'01 the communion with God. Many do seek it
morni~g and evening. We miss the thought of it if
we think God wants a half hour of time; He wants
us to lead the hidden life when our hands are in toil.

Deciension-how often has it been just this lack
of con~tant abiding in the hidden life, thus bringing
the soul into the presence of God in the sanctuary ~

What more beautiful than to see the child of God
growing in spiritual intelligence! The root of allis
to be leading practically the hidden life that has
Chdst in glory so before the heart that the soul
feeds on Him. II Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom "-not of God now, nor
Scripture, but in such a way that it presents Christ
to us j so that, though not speaking explicitly of
Christ, it presen ts Christ to 11S. II Man shall not live
by bread a.lone, but by every word that proceedeth
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out of the mouth of God shall man live." Is that
our bread] Then we are living on the bread Christ
fed on, entering into the place into which He has
introduced us by death and resurrection. The Lord
give us in this, not to have service before us, but fel.
lowship with Him!

THE TRUTH.

To arrive at the absolute involves abstractions be­
yond the finite mind of man. However, effort
of this kind amply repays the searcher after

tru th if he will only delve in the moun tain of tru th
with the pick and shovel of Scripture, actuated by a
spirit of love and reverence for Him who is the
Truth. These are prerequisites, and without them
the fields of divine truth will be barren indeed.

There is a remarkable passage (I Tim. ii. 4) where
God, having become the Saviour of men, the Sa­
viour-Qod, "desires that all men should be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth."

If we could be in the presence of Gael apart from
any connection with the universe, we would be con­
scious of truth only. Error cannot possibly exist
in His presence. It does not exist there because it
has been discovered and eliminated, or, being there
was purged out, but because it never could exist there.

If now we could bring in the universe as it was at
the time of Adam's innocency, we would still be con­
scious of nothing but truth. This must be so because
God pronounced everything "very good," and there­
fore without error. This is the very nature of truth,
it is always consistent with itself, whi<;h is the nature
of Him who is the Truth. There cannot be any
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trnth at all apart from God. If He were to cease to
exist wouItl truth remain? Certainly not. But al­
low His existence and the thought of His character
immediately follows, which is, He is 'l'ruth. Do you
waut the trllth as to love? GOll is love. Do you
want the truth as to light? GO(l is light. And so 011.

Now 110 ellluht Aelam in his 1I11fallen estato appre­
helHl(~d nod in this way and rejokeel in lIis prcsence.
But HOl1wlhillg ImH occll1'rcd that prevenls 1l1ttll from
knowillg' God direct. More thall that, somethiug' has
occurred that Illakc..'s mall 1Iy tmt11l'e an enemy of
God. He has lost all possession ll' of truth, alldmust
thereforc apPl'(Hlt~h God thrmlgh Another. 'We lwve,
then, the llllspcaka1l1y )1l'CdmlH truth that Gnd may
be perfectly SCCll tlll'uug'b thc Lon1 J eS\1S Christ, we
see God ill Christ.

However, ali the paS$llg'c clllotcc1 indicates, Illen

lllUlIt he Havecl. Doel's rightc011HlleHs l1cl1lall(h; that
the matter of sin must be scttlell to HiH glory, then
it is tIle un tole1 privilegc to again know God, and
that ill Jc:-ms Christ who is the 'l'ruth. rl'herefore if
we desire to know GIIlI as to righ tcollHncss, it is to
beholll J mmH; aH to ho!ineHH it iH to helwW JeHlls; as
to light it is to hdlOhl JllHllH; aH to love it iH to be­
hold J(~HlIs--atJcl HO Oil. :-;u rdy wc ctln 110W say II in
Him IlwdlH all tlw flliness of 1I1ll (}odheml bodily."

I do not think Uw pflHHagt\ q\1otl\<1 from lil'Ht Timo­
thy looks at man with rdl.Jrcl1(:e to hi.'i terrihle moral

ii, llrirl'",rfl~. II full knoll·It'tlrol'," \l'llil'h 1I1,1tnow!t\I1p;('.H Lito
1,1'11111 111'11 Illing; lul!, [ 11I1I'I! Hllitl II kno\l'l!'ll/o:l'," not I. t'ull" 01'
II ('(11'111111 )WlIW!l'11I(I'," IIH lillii'll ,iIIHI ill ":lI~liH". If I H/lit], ill EII­
/i;1iHll, "I\I"!llldll(l,tl willi till' tl'lIth," il II'ou!ll,.ill1ply lIot pO~t)l\Ilelclj

1111L klloll'lml/i;1\ iH hrl)' '-"Hi/S. If \1'1\ Hll.Y "1'lIIl," iL i~ e:tl1I{.I'I\H(ccl

winl "JlIII't.illl j "·"1'lHtnln" with ",lolllltt'lIl." '1'0 lmolV tho
tl'l1lll Hll,L(ltl~tH 1IoH~e·H.~i()u (If i I.. " (.T. N, ll.)
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condition, but rather at the fact that he has lost
completely all possession of the truth, which of
course is the direct result of siu. What an unspeak­
able privilege to know God, and that to~ in Christ
the Truth. F. H. J

PORTION FOR THE MONTH.

WE conclude our readings for this year with the wri­
tings of the beloved apostle Johu-his Gospel and
the book of Revelation. While so different in

their contents, there is a beautiful harmony, we need not
say, which makes them fitting companion pieces.

In' the Gospel we see our blessed Lord, the Son of God,
made manifest in flesh, who reveals the Father's love in
the face of all opposition, and ministers to the feeblest
faith of the unworthy that lay hold upon it.

Revelation is the book of judgment, where this same
Son of God is seen with eyes as a flame of fire, whose
sword must smite those who refuse His grace. Thus
mercy and judgment, as we have been so constantly see­
ing throughout the Psalms, the Prophets, and Epistles, a~e

blended together. Thank God, for the believer, the judg­
ment has been borne by Another, and the mercy flows
forth unhindered, though judgment of our ways continues,
lest we should exalt ourselves and forget that we are
debtors to mercy alone.

The divisions and contents of John's Gospel have been
so recently gone into at some length, that it will scarcely
he needed to go over them again. Bi"ieHy, they are
tIlree:

I. (Chaps. i.-ii. 22.) The eternal life seen in the per.
SOil of Christ Himself.

2. (Chaps. ii. 23-xvii.) Eternal life communicated from
Christ to I-lis people, who believe in Him.

3. (Chaps. xvii i.-xxi.) Eternal life secured through the
death and resurrection of onr blessed Lord.
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Revelation has two main divisions:
I. The judgment of the Son of God upon His Church,

the vessel of testimony left upon this earth (chaps. i.-iii.).
Div. 2. (Chaps. iv.-xxii.) The judgments of the Son of

God poured out upon a guilty world which has refused
His grace, either in open opposition or empty profession.

After the judgments come the blessings, of the earth
during the MiJJennium, and of that eternal state where sin
will not only be repressed but eternally banished from
God's fair creation to its prison, and where the new heav­
ens and new earth will be the abode of a holy as well as
a redeemed people.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

QUES, 28.-Does Seriptm'e inUlUl\te Lbl1t there will cease to be a
corpol'llte testimony to the tl'llth of Christ and His Church before
the Lord cOllies?

ANs.-We know of 110 serilJtnre tlll't does, nor 110es it seem like
our gmcions God to provide JOl' the nttcr failure of His people. On
the other hona, therll is III neh ill Scri ptllre to \\'al'D, anll to I[eep us
from a spirH ofself-colII}llnecllcy. TIle manifest tellllency of every­
thing is ali'uy from the thst love. The professing C1ull'Ch is drift­
ing tow(1.l'd open apostasy, nnd the wol'1d is )'ipeniug fost for
jndgment, It is surely sil,rnillcollt tlll1t Lnodicen. follows Philadel­
phia. ~rlliB does not melln thnt Phill\llelphil\ ie absolutely eue­
ceeded by Laodiceu, bllt it docs show the moral condition of things
nt the laet, o.nd the specinl IIccll fOl' lowlineBB, self·distrust, aud
fnitb. It is ouly the powel' of God lhat keeps liS, bllt tho.t, blessed
be His uame, is for liS. It is AS true now IlS ever that Christ is
sllfficieut for His people. Gall Is unchn.ngell, His Word llbides.
What neel1 tllCU is there for 1'11l'lher failul'e? SUl'ely we are Dot
strnitened iu Him, but in ourselves.

Let us then 1I0t be 110wll(~lUlt, nor elated, but in all 10wlinesB
rount llpol1lho ullfltilillg; One, Wello 1I0t believe it to he a llcolllly
spiritulll c(lllllilion lo llX)ll'I',t Ihilllrll, us 8111'0ly it is not to be )luffed
np.


