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-Let us now turn to Ps. 107. Here Israel’s responsible
history is closed, their dangers over, their sorrows
passed, their wilderness journey ended. This psalm
commences the fifth and last book, and shows us a
happy redeemed people, who kave been guided, and
are now gathered in a land from which Jehovah
never withdraws His eyes. From a haven where
no storms ever come they recall their journey and
celebrate the goodness of God. They recall the
darkness and shadow of death, the bands that had
bound them, the gates of brass and bars of iron
which had imprisoned them, the times they had
been driven to their ‘‘wits’ end.” But all is over
now, their troubles ended; no tears dim the eye, no
racking pain wears the body; the Lamb which is in
the midst of the throne leads them to living foun-
tains; they lie down in green pastures; they sing
the song of enjoyed, conscious redemption,; they are
the redeemed of the Lord.

At home in their land, faith changed to sight, they
remember that redeeming love is the key to all their
present blessings; they recall the pitying love of a
Saviour-God who had visited them in their low
estate, ransomed them from the enemy, and planted
them in their inheritance. The day of glory having
now dawned, ‘‘guided and gathered,” thanksgiving
and praise occupy them.

Out of full hearts they invite the congregation of
the people and the ‘‘assembly of the elders” to
unite in exalting the Lord for His *‘ goodress" and
wonderful works to the children of men,

As we contemplate this redeemed company, with
one heart and voice praising the Lord as they review
the past, the last verse of this psalm reminds us that
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these things are written for our learning: ‘* Whoso
is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the loving kindness (or goodness) of the
Lord.”

We also are on a stormy journey. Sickness and
suffering, death and darkness on every hand. The
soul melted because of trouble, down in the depths;
often at wits' end through family sorrows, adverse
circumstances, or church troubles. But this precious
psalm is written for our comfort. We are to be
among the ‘‘wise" to observe how God is ever for
His people; how His goodness triumphs over all!

‘*When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He with His Church has always stood;
His loving kindness, ol kow good!”

How variously we look at our journey now! We
anticipate its difficulties, experience its sorrows, and
are in heaviness through manifold temptations. All
this often tends to cloud the vision of our souls. At
such times let us remember that God is the God of
all comfort; He zs good and doeth good. We may
therefore be encouraged to cry unto the Lord in
‘““our trouble,” for Israel’s God is ours; and we may
as surely count on His intervention for us as for
them. He allowed them to draw near the ‘‘gates
of death,” they were almost overwhelmed *‘in the
depths.” ‘*Gates of brass” shut them in, bars of
iron ‘‘kept them captive,” but when human efforts
and hopes failed, then God’s goodness shone out and
He made a way of escape for them, just as He will
for us.

Hear what Paul says when at‘‘ death’s door:” *“ We
were pressed out of measure,above strength,insomuch
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that we despaired even of life; &uz God delivered us
Jrom so great a death, and doth deliver; in whom we
trust He will yet deliver.” He was‘‘in the depths”
troubled on every side; without were fightings,
within fears, nevertheless'God, that comforteth those
that are cast down, comforted him, The *‘gates of
brass” and **bars of iron" encompassed him; perse-
cutions, afflictions at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra,
what sorrows he endured, but out of them all the
Lord deltvered him. Nay, more, that Master whom
he served, that Saviour who had redeemed him, re-
mained faithful, stood by him, and strengthened
him. Thus encouraged, Paul says, ** The Lord shall
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve
me unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory
for ever and ever ! "

Here we see a man, just like ourselves, sensitive
to the trials of the way, but so sustained by the
goodness of God that in spirit he antedates the day
when wilderness journeying will be over, and from
a Roman dungeon cries, ‘‘ Rejoice in the Lord al-
way: and again I say, Rejoice.” FPaul's God is ours.
How far the way will be remembered when we get
to our city of habitation we may not know, but each
recollection will only be a fresh incentive to cele-
brate the kindness and love of God our Saviour,who
brought us safely to our desired haven. We shall
then see that goodness did follow us all the days of
our life, and that the most untoward events and the
darkest dispensations of divine providence had good-
ness behind them.

‘How often on looking back we see that a poignant
sorrow, a bitter trial, has been a real blessing in
disguise, a fresh occasion for the display of God's
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“loving kindness.” If that is so now, how much
more in the light of that day! We shall then rejoice
in the goodness which triumphed over everything,
This will be one result of the judgment-seat of
Christ. It precedes the day of the kingdom, and
will show us how fully God has been for us, and
how needful every trial and sorrow was, and behind
all the storm-clouds were His loving kindnesses.

Nor will our earthly history close the story of
goodness. The assembly will be gathered together,
the entire company of the redeemed will unitedly in
that day of glory celebrate the goodness of the Lord
and His wonderful works to the children of men,
Praise shall fill every heart and break forth from
every lip, Among the varied families who will
then swell the loud song, one is singled out as es-
pecially the object of ‘‘loving kindness.” Eph.2:4
tells us that the exceeding riches of God’s grace will
be displayed in His Aindness towards us through
Christ Jesus, The Church, above all others, is the
vessel of glory in which the goodness of God will be
displayed, the excellencies of our God, who is good
and doeth good.

‘‘How good is the God we adore,
Qur faithful unchangeable Friend;

Whose love is as great as His power,
Aud knows neither measure nor end !”’

H. N.




EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.
(Continued from page 277.)
THE DIVINE INDICTMENT OF EVIL WORKERS,

‘‘These are spots in your love-feasts, feasting together [with
you] without fear, pasturing themselves; clouds without water,
carried along by [the] winds ; autumnal trees, without fruit, twice
dead, rooted up ; raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own
shame ; wandering stars, to whom bas been reserved the gloom of
darkness for eternity’’ (vers. 12, 13).

“HERE is something unspeakably solemn in this
severe indictment of those who, professedly
followers of Christ and servants of God, really walk
in a self-chosen path, and are elsewhere described as
‘‘enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is de-
struction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory
is in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil.
3:18, 19). Be it carefully remembered that, through-
out Jude's warning letter, the evil-workers referred
to are not those who, outside the circle of profession,
are confessedly the opponents of Christ and of the
truth of God; but they are a self-seeking, worldly-
minded, mammon-actuated class, inside the nominal
church; who make their profession of faith in the Lord
Jesus a cover for their own selfish ends. They are
often looked upon as leaders of Christian thought
and champions of truth and righteousness. But un-
derlying all they say and do, there is the open, or cov-
ert, denial of everything that really makes for godli-
ness, To the heavenly calling they are strangers;
hence their aim and object to advance their own in-
terests in this world. They dwell upon the earth.
Pilgrimage in the scriptural sense they know not of.
Their place and portion are in this scene, not up
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there, where Christ as man glorified sits, rejected by
earth, but accepted of heaven, at the right hand
of God,

Metaphor after metaphor is used by the Holy
Spirit to describe these false apostles and ministers
of unrighteousness. Every phrase is important, and
demands careful consideration.

*“These are spots in your love-feasts.” Perhaps,
in place of ‘“spots,” it will be clearer if we read,
‘*Sunken, or hidden, rocks.” Such are these apos-
tate teachers. Clearly-marked charted rocks are
not of great danger, as a rule, to the mariner. It is
those that are hidden, over whose jagged edges roll
the deceitfully-peaceful waters, that are most to be
dreaded. Were these false guides to publicly pro-
claim themselves as opposed to what the godly hold
sacred, their influence would be speedily nullified,
save with a few whose senses have never been exer-
cised to discern between good and evil. But, posing
as advocates of the truth, soft-spoken and affable,
with their good words and fair speeches they deceive
the hearts of the simple,

The expression, “feasting themselves together
[with you] without fear,” shows how fully they have
gained the confidence of the mass. Participating
fearlessly in the most hallowed seasons of Christian
communion, they never enter into the spirit of those
happy expressions of love and fellowship, but observe
the form, pretending to piety and devotion, while all
the time looking but to their own interests, as the
next expression strikingly emphasizes.

‘‘ Pasturing, or shepherding, 2kemselves,” in place
of shepherding the flock of God—what could more
vividly express the conception of the clerical position
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in the minds of many who trade upon its privileges?
They, who should feed the sheep and lambs of
Christ’s flock, fleece them instead, and look upon
them as those whose place it is to contribute to their
honor, wealth, and dignity. Scripture knows of no
distinction between clergy and laity. All believers
are God's kleros*—His allotted portion, If of their
own number there are those raised up to act as pas-
tors, by guiding and caring for those weaker or less
instructed, it is as doing a service to the Lord, the
Chief Shepherd; *‘not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind; neither as being lords over possessions, but
being ensamples to the flock" (1 Peter 5: 1—4).

To this single-eyed and true-hearted devotedness
these deceitful workers are utter strangers. Their
true characters are even more graphically depicted
in the metaphors taken from nature that immedi-
ately follow.

*Clouds [they are] without water, carried along
by the winds.” Big with promise, pretentious and
impressive, all knowledge and all mysteries seem to
be in their keeping; but their utterances are a dis-
appointment to any who know the mind of God as
revealed in His word. In place of refreshing show-
ers of spiritual blessing accompanying their minis-
try, there are but empty vaporings and idle threat-
enings. In place, too, of divine certainty because
based on the Holy Scriptures, their fanciful theories
and ever-changing notions manifest the fact that
they themselves are carried about by every wind of
human teaching, ever learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth,

* The root of our word ** clergy.”
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They are further described as ‘‘autumnal trees
without fruit, twice dead, rooted up.” Having
a fair outward appearance, they are like trees
which in the season of fruit bear only leaves; like
the fig-tree cursed by the Lord, which dried up from
the roots. These indeed are ‘‘twice dead”; for
they are ‘“dead in trespasses and sins,” and dead too
in a false profession, having a name that they live,
but actually lifeless. ¢ Every tree,” said the Lord
Jesus, ‘‘that My heavenly Father hath not planted
shall be rooted up.” So these are seen already, in
God's estimation, as plucked up by the roots. In
man's eye they may make a fair show in the flesh,
and tower skyward in loftiness and apparent beauty;
but in the sight of Him who seeth not as man seeth
their judgment is already come.

Impatient of restraint or rebuke of any kind, they
are next likened to ‘‘raging waves of the sea, foam-
ing out their own shame.” Itis not that they feel
shame or remorse because of what they say or do;
but by their very speech they manifest the true con-
dition of their lawless wills when confronted with
the word that exposes the hollowness of their con-
tentions. ‘‘The unjust knoweth no shame’; but
they proudly glory in what might well abase them
before God and man. Blessed it is for those who
seek to cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart
that He has set bounds to this sea, as to that in na-
ture, beyond which its angry waters cannot go. He
makes the wrath of man to praise Him, and the re.
mainder of wrath He restrains. See Ps. 76: 10.

'The last awful figure portrays the doom yet await-
ing these impious triflers in holy things. They are
*“*wandering stars, to whom has been reserved the
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gloom of darkress for eternity.” Like lost planets
hurled out of their natural orbit, they flare brilliantly
for the moment, then plunge off at a tangent into
ever-deepening darkness as they rush through the
fathomless depths of space farther and farther from
the Source of light. Such shall be the end of all
who now refuse the Light of life, and prefer instead
to kindle their own fire and compass themselves
about with sparks (Isa. 50: 11).

Solemnly the Holy Spirit says to every child of
grace, ¢ From such turn away” (z Tim. 3: 5).

-H. A, L

(To be continued.)

DEArR MR. EDITOR :—

Referring to your question “Is it so?” in Editor's
Notes of July number of “HEerr anp Foob,” con-
cerning the statement of a correspondent that “The
Lord was never called merely ¢ Jesus’ by any but His
enemies, "’ I submit the following:

Matthew uses the name unqualified about 168 times,
Mark about 88 times, Luke about g5 times, John, in his
Gospel, 244 times, and g times in his first Epistle and
Revelation. In the Acts the name * Jesus’’ alone occurs
26 times, in Paul’s epistles z2 times; Peter uses it once.

If your correspondent meant that He was never
personally addressed as merely * Jesus,” he would not be
quite exact, since Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, addressed
Him as “ Jesus, thou Son of David” (Mark 10: 47).

“Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save
His people from their sins” (Matt. 1: 21); and the more
fully one apprehends the meaning, of this name, the
more ready will he be to fall at His feet and say, *“ My
Lord and my God.”
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At the same time no right-minded Christian would
think of personally addressing Him as simply ¢ Jesus,”
without, in thought at least, directly connecting that
name with some of the glorious titles which He won by
His cross. J. B. J.

Dear MRr. EpiTOR:—

I was glad to see the matter regarding addressing
our Lord; for while one would not for a moment check
the outpouring of the heart in any sincere love of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot too often nor too forcibly be
reminded of the eternal glories of His person. One is often
pained to hear among certain people, who make special
claims to holiness, such expressions as ‘“Lovely Jesus,”
“Sweet Jesus,” and the like, all of which betoken a
familiarity which is not born of humility nor of love,
but from forgetfulness, or ignorance, of the glory of His
Person.

From what comes to mind of the Holy Scriptures the
Lord when personally addressed by His name “ Jesus”
has usually one of His titles with it,

I was struck in connecting John 6: 68 and 2 Tim, 2:
22, with the thought that true fellowship in following
Christ aright can only be where there is the proper
acknowledgment of His Lordship. Thank God, there
is a time coming when, according to Philippians 2: 11,
every tongue will own Him Lord.

Yours aff’'ly in Christ,
S. W. M.




ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Quzrs. 35.—Did those saints who arose after Christ’s resurrection
(Matt. 27: 51-53) go back to their graves again until His coming,
or go into glory with Him ?

ANS.—As we know of no scripture which decides the matter we
cannot answer in a dogmatic way. We can only speak by in-
ference. In this way we judge that since their resurrection was
not a mere act of power as, for instance, in the case of Lazarus
(John 11), but the fruit of Clrist’s own resurrection, they did not
return to their graves bat went into glory with Him. God is not
bound by rules. He has placed the great harvest of the resurrection
of His saints at the coming again of our Lord, but He is not bonnd
to that time for the resurrection and glory of every one of them.

The Cross is the foundation of all the glories to be revealed, but
God could build upon it before it had taken place. He knew His
Son would prove obedient even unto the death of the cross, and
by the righteousness of the Crosg God can act in sovereign grace
when and how He pleases. We are limited but He is not.

QuEs. 36.—Did our Lord have a glorified body when He arose,
the same as He will have when He comes for His saints?

ANS.—We feel incompetent if not afraid to speak of any change
taking place in relation to the Lord. He was like the sun veil-
ing His glory bebind a cloud, needing only the pushing away of
the cloud to manifest that glory. We need a great change in our
bodies to fit them for the glory, a change which only His almighty
power can accomplish. He needs but a change of circumstances
to manifest the glory of His being.

QUES. 37.—Why did Christ say He was not a spirit (Lk. 24: 39)?

ANS.—Becaunse He was not merelf/ that as (in their astonishment
and inability to realize that He /was rigen from the dead) they
thought He was. He was as truly now the Man Christ Jesus as
He was before His death—with body, soul and spirit. The bu-



308 ANSWERS T0 CORRESPONDENTS.

manity of our Lord is as essentially needful as His deity for the
fulfilment of God’s purposes. He has left us no possibility of
doubt therefore concerning the perpetuity of the one as of the
other. He is God from eternity to.eternity; He is Man from
incarnation to all eternity.

QuEs. 38.—Kindly say why Paul wrote: “‘If we (seemingly
incloding himself) sin wilfully,” ete., (Heb. 10: 26); and again in
Heb. 2: 3, ‘**How shall we escape,’’ etc. How could he write thus
while at the same time saying, *There is now therefore no con-
demuation to them which are in Christ Jesus;” ““ All that be-
lieve are justified from all things;’’ and very many other passages
which affirm the everlasting security of such as believe on ihe
Lord Jesus Christ ? I am sure there is no contradiction in Scrip-
ture, and that all the darkness is in myself, and that is why I ask.

ANs,—It is the delicateness of grace for the speaker to put
bimself for the moment in the position of those whom he porlrays.
2 Pet. 3: 9 is a striking example of the same thing. Peter was'
cerlainly not of them who were perishing, yet for the moment
putting bimself among them who were perishing he says, ‘‘ The'
Lord. . . is long suffering to us-ward, not willing that any shounld
perish.”’

Once we know the grace of God and understand well the differ-
ence between the saved and the unsaved, we need the spirit of
love and sympathy toward all men which enables us to put our-
selves in their place and to approach them withount harduvess.

QuEs. 39.—In Matt. 12: 31 is it a believer, or an unbeliever,
who may commit this unpardonable sin?

ANsS.—Ouly an unbeliever, surely. The context shows this
plainly: The Pharisees (ever the enemies of Cbrist) had seen Him
do a great miracle, such as convicted them of its being the power
of God at work. . They will not bow, however; they resist the
couviction; so they attribute to the devil the manifest power of
God. No man who has ever bowed at the feet of Jesus could do
such a thing, however low he might fall in moral ways.
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Paul was more than a preacher
or teacher, as our text shows:
‘‘Those things which ye have
both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do.”” The learning, and receiving, and hearing,
refer, of course, to his preaching and teaching; and
that was the great burden of his life—to communi-
cate to men what was in Christ for them. But ** seen
in me" was not preaching or teaching. It was the
character he bore in the carrying out of his task.
It was ‘‘ the life of Jesus” (z Cor. 4: 10) made mani-
‘est in his body—before the eyes of all men; and
this was not the self-admiration which many in our
resent day call the ** Jesus life”; it was by the
‘bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus,” Not a doctrine was on his lips but it was
seen in his life. It is not that he was a faultless
man, He could be rash sometimes, as when he
called the high priest a whited wall. He could fail
to recognize the voice of the Spirit, as when he went
unsent to Jerusalem. But there was no self-denial,
bowever costly, which he would refuse, to make
goud every part of the glorious Person and doctrine
he proclaimed.
Again we say, with a longing desire to follow him,
he was not a preacher only, he lived Christ, was a
witness of Christ, as well as preacked Christ.

Not a Preacher only.
(Phil, 4:9.)

Nothing can thwart God’s pur-
poses. He has in Himself all
that is required to carry to a full end whatsoever He
designs. Power, patience, perseverance—all exer-

God’s Purposes.
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cised in love, in wisdom and grace—triumph finally
over every obstacle. When He planned the forma.-
tion of the universe, He commanded it into being;
and there it stands to-day before our eyes for our
wonder, that we may worship Him who made it
When He demanded the freedom of Israel from
Pharaoh, He brought it to pass, in spite of all the
opposition of Pharaoh, and He got it so fully that no
victory was ever more complete,

We might follow up a multitude of cases in the
Scriptures, showing, one and all, the same end to
every purpose of God. One thing only He requires
in them who are included in those purposes—/fasth.
Faith clings to God, watches the processes by which
He fulfils His purposes, and worships as it sees the
sure end. Every promise of God in His Word is a
purpose. Let our faith then lay hold of these prom-
ises; and though they be not yet fulfilled, praise
Him beforehand. Nothing delights God more than
this.

As the reality of Christ departs
from the soul, ritualism takes
the place, and forms without life rise up on every
hand. ‘To such an extent has this grown that even
the world is losing respect for a Christianity which
seems more bent on entertaining than converting
men, ,

That music is of God no one who is not a fanatic
can doubt, That it has a place in the worship of
God every one knows who has drunk in His redeem-
ing love. His sou/sings, and his lips must also sing,
He must praise God. Ifin company with others, that
praise in song must be orderly—through tunes put to

Instrumental Musie.
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the words which all can learn. So far all is real, full
of life in the soul, and pleasing therefore to God.
But here danger begins. Let love grow cold, and
the song grows cold. It calls for instrumental mu-
sic therefore now to fill in and make up for the want
of love. Or it lets in the spirit of the world; and
that comes not to worship, but to be entertained: so
instruments (which cannot praise God in spirit and
in truth, as Christian worship is to be) are intro-
duced to please the ears.

It may be said that instruments were abundantly
introduced in the Jewish worship. True; but if we,
Christians, are to be guided by that, what becomes
of our Saviour's words in John 4: 22-24? The Jew-
ish order of things was a system of Zypes,; the Chris-
tian is reality. It took all the Jewish instruments
to illustrate the varied praises which grace and truth
create in the human soul.

We believe, therefore, that any use of instrumen-
tal music in the worship of God, from end to end, in
the Sunday-school, the Gospel meeting, or any other
(leaving out, of course, meetings for the learning of
tunes), will be found to have a tendency to lower
the character of Christian praise, and finally of Chris-
tianity itself. It also spoils the voices. It makes
a noise which covers the faults in the singing, while,
if there was the energy of love, meetings would be
held to practice singing hymns, where those faults
would be corrected. If God loves the hearty praise
of His people issuing from their hearts, through
their lips, the ungodly will feel its power also.



READINGS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE
ROMANS.

( Continued from page 292.)
(Chap. 7:1—8: 4.)

E will now consider the apostle’s statement
of the effect of one who is in Christ making
the law the rule of life. -

It is of very great importance to notice that the
apostle does not admit that God imposes the law as
a rule of life on those who are connected with the
risen Christ. He looks upon them as being dead to
the law with Christ. He recognizes that in the past
dispensation the subjects of divine grace were put
by God into relationship with law—a relationship he
illustrates by the marriage bond. If death removes
the husband, the woman is no longer in the marriage
bond. -So too the death of Christ, as our represent-
ative and substitute, ends for believers their rela-
tionship with law. A woman whose husband is dead
is free to be joined to another man. So also, since
the death of Christ, the law cannot prevent those
who are of Christ being joined to Him. Their bond
with law having been dissolved by the death upon
the cross, they are thus freed from it, and a new
bond has been formed. By the Spirit of God, who
is given to believers (to all believers since the ascen-
sion of Christ—John 7: 39), those who are of Christ
are united to Him in this a new bond (vers. 1—4).

We must also note another thing. Whatever fruit
for God there was in the practical lives of those who
were of Christ before His death, it was not the fruit
of their bond with law. That was a barren, fruit-
less bond. But the new bond, the bond by the
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Spirit, is zo? a fruitless one. The law’s very prohi-
bitions intensified the opposition of the natural man's
sinful passions (ver. 5). For this reason it could not
help the true children of faith to -a life of fruitful
service for God. 7

But now, since the death of Christ, believers are
delivered from the bond with the law, and are in a
bond with the risen Christ, in which the Spirit of
God is the energy of service—a service acceptable to
God. Serving thus by the Spirit, they serve in new-
ness of spirit; not now with minds in rebellion against
the authority of God, but with hearts in subjection
to His grace.

The doctrine of the apostle, then, is that those
who belong to Christ now, not only have title to be
practically free from the law, but are in a bond with
the risen Christ, the fruit of which is realized and
enjoyed in the measure in which the Spirit, who is
the power of the bond, is obeyed in His leading
(ver. 5, 6).

Here an objection presents itself. An ardent de-
fender of the doctrine that the law is the rule of life
for Christians, says, ‘' If Christians are dead to the
law, then the law is sin.” The apostle’s answer
shows that it is in nowise so. Instead of its being
sin, it convicts of sin. This was one of the purposes
for which it was given; and no matter to whom it
has to say—an unconverted or a converted man—it
convicts of sin. Whoever undertakes to live by it
finds the lusts it forbids are in him, and that the
very prohibition is the occasion of their vigorous ac-
tivity. One just converted usually delights, with
more or less ecstasy, in the love of God, which the
Spirit that dwells in him sheds abroad in his heart.
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While thus occupied, in the power of the Spirit, with
the love of God, he is not concerned, or occupied
with the sin that dwells in him. Without the law,
it is not active (ver. 9). But as he begins to think
of the claims which the love he has so much enjoyed
has upon him, he assumes that the law is the power
by which he is to meet those claims. He takes it
up thus as the rule of his life. He finds, however,
that he is continually being made aware of the pres-
ence in him of the prohibited lusts. Their activity
has revived, and his conscience continually accuses
him. What he took up for life, he finds to be a
ministration of death—see 2 Cor. 3: 7. He has
been deceived. The coming in of the law in this
way, as the rule of life, was the occasion of his being
deceived. The result of the experience is the wri-
ting upon his conscience that he has no title to live
—his conscience is under the sentence of death, He
has to own that even as a child of God he has not
the least title to live,

The lesson thus learned is a good one; he has
learned it through the law, though mistaken in ta-
king it to be the rule of life. The law, then, is not
sin. It is holy, and the commandment is ‘‘ holy and
just and good " (vers, 10-12).

There is yet another objection. The defender of
the law as being the Christian’s rule of life, consid-
ders the apostle’s reasoning to imply that what is
“‘good is made death” to the Christian. The apos-
tle now shows that the objection is an entire misap-
prehension. Instead of the law being made death
to a believer in Christ, as a ministration of death it
shows how exceedingly sinful sin is. The fact that
it is by means of what is good that sin works death
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in one who belongs to Christ, makes the deadly char-
acter of sin the more manifest. The objection, then,
is shown to have no force (ver. 13).

We come now to the apostle’s explanation of the
exercises and experiences resulting from the mis-
take which so many believers in Christ make in taking
the law to be the rule of life (vers. 14-20). To un-
derstand this explanation we must remember the
apostle is not speaking of the exercises and experi-
ences of an unregenerate man—of a man whose po-
sition before God is that of being in Adam—in the
flesh. He is speaking of a regenerate man—a man
in Christ; in the new bond, therefore, possessed by
believers ever since Pentecost. He is a man indwelt
by the Spirit. While he is not walking according to
the Spirit, yet the indwelling Spirit is leading him.
He is leading him as to his aims and purposes, and
He is also leading him in his decisions as he passes
judgment on the strife that he finds going on within
him. Terrible as it all is, he is being led and taught
of the Spirit.

Let us trace the Spirit’s ways with him under the
authoritative guidance of the apostle.

First, let us mark that the spirituality of the law
is spoken of as found in what we may call a common
Christian consciousness. In other words, it is the
instinctive ‘consciousness of every regenerate soul.
The measure of its spirituality is“another matter.
This, no doubt, differs in different individuals. ‘But
every new-born soul will unhesitatingly confess the
spirituality of the law. With this common Christian
instinct the Spirit allies Himself; hence the one who
has mistakenly taken up the law as a rule of life
is led to realize that by his carnality he is a captive
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in sin’s power. He consents to the law, agrees with
the Spirit that it is good, in mind and heart is sub-
ject to the Spirit’s view of the law as being spiritual,
yet he finds inward insubjection as well.

Second, as, under the Spirit's watchful eye and
superintending care, he studies the conflict going on
within himself, he is taught to distinguish between
himself and the sin that dwells in him. He is un-
willingly serving sin. He sees there is an ‘' I that
is right, though he has not yet learned to identify it.
He does not yet see himself as a man in Christ, but
he distinguishes the ‘' I that is right from the sin
dwelling within him, and to which he is captive.

Third, further exercise and introspection, still by
the sure guidance of the Spirit, teaches him the utter
profitlessness of the flesh. The carnal mind, or the
mind of the flesh, is not subject to the law of God.
There is no power in the law to make it subject.
He sees there is a will to do the good—a will that is
not the will of the flesh—but power to do the good
he does not find. His previous conviction and
conclusion is thus confirmed, and in fact greatly
strengthened. While he does not yet see himself
to be a man in Christ, he is more than ever con-
firmed in the conviction that there is an I that is
right, from which the indwelling sin is to be distin-
guished.

We come now to the final conclusions to which the
Spirit leads him (vers. 21-23). All the exercises the
Spirit has been pressing upon him, and all the expe-
riences he has passed through in connection with the
exercises, reveal plainly an ever-present law. How-
ever desirous of doing the good, evil is always pres-
ent with him. It is a fixed, established law. While
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he delights in the law of God, approves God's ex-
pressed will, he sees there is an opposing law in his
members, not only antagonistic to the law of his re-
newed mind, but with sufficient power to make him
a helpless captive to the law of sin dwelling in his
members. Thus by the guidance of the Spirit, who
characterizes his true condition before God as a sub-
ject of divine grace, he has learned to place a right
estimate upon his practical condition in not enjoying
the aims and purposes with which the Spirit has en-
ergized him., He has not yet learned what the Spir.
it's power is, but he has become assured that it is a
mistake to look for it in himself. He is now ready
to abandoa his search for it by introspection. He
turns thus away from himself to find in Another the
power for holiness and fruitfulness that he has thus
far been looking for in himself in vain.

We will now inquire, Where did he find the Spir-
it's power? How did he find it? When he found
it, what did he find it to be? All thesé questions
are answered for us in verses 7: 24—8: 4. Let us look
at them.

Having learned to realize his wretchedness as a
helpless captive to the power of indwelling sin, he
turns away from himself to think of and enjoy Christ
—the Christ that died and rose again, with whom he
is connected as being a subject of grace. Occupied
now with Him, he sees himself as 7z Him~—as be.
longing fo Him, as being of Him. This, that he
now sees, has been true of him all through. It has
been the mind of the Spirit as to him all along. But
the discovery fills his soul with praise. Convicted
of needing a deliverer, he finds the need fully met
in the One to whom he has turned, and his soul re-
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sponds, **I thank God!” Through Jesus Christ he
has been delivered from his captivity, and the joy of
it fills him. _

Now as a delivered one he looks back with spirit-
ual intelligence—the intelligence of the Spirit—upon
the terrible struggles through which he has passed.
He understands that, as serving the law of God with
the mind, and the law of sin with the flesh, he had
been entirely mistaken as to his real condition be-
fore God. He did not have the mind of the Spirit
about it. He now understands that there is no con-
demnation to those who are in Christ: that God
views them as being of the risen One, and thus as
sharing in the favor and acceptability in which He
stands before God.

If now (having learned to look at himself as be-
longing to the risen and accepted Man) he rejoices
in being delivered from the bitter conflict he had
been maintaining, what is it that has effected thne
deliverance ? If it is the truth that sets free, what
truth is it which sets free from the struggle we have
been considering ? Plainly, according to the apostle,
it is learning this precious truth that, as being of
Christ, he is under the operation of the law of life,
which operates by and in Christ. Knowing, as he
now does, that this is the law with which the Spirit
identifies Himself, he understands that, according
to the mind of the Spirit, he is no longer a subject
of the law of sin and death.

Furthermore, he now sees that sin in the flesh has
already been fully condemned of God in the death
of Christ; that God therefore is not requiring fruit
from the flesh; that the righteous thing required by
the law, instead of being produced by the flesh as
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he has hitherto supposed, is produced #z him by
Christ with whom now he is occupied. Walking ac-
cording to the Spirit is holiness and fruitfulness.

Thus we see that all the victims of sin whose
hearts have been laid hold of by the grace that
comes in through Jesus Christ, belong to the risen
Christ. They are of Him—are sharers in the nature
and character of His risen life. They belong to the
position into which He has entered as risen from the
dead.

As being thus of Him they are entitled to be prac-
tically free from the power of indwelling sin; but to
really enjoy this practical freedom from sin's power,
they need to learn the impossibility of doing so by
walking according to law; that holiness and fruit-
fulness are found in the enjoyment of the mind of
the Spirit. Walking thus according to the Spirit in

the enjoyment of the risen Christ is practical liberty.

C. Crailn.
(To be continued.)

EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.
(Continued from page 806.)
ENOCH'S PROPHECY.

‘¢ And Enoch, [the] seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to
these, saying, Behold, [the] Lord has come awmidss His boly
myriads, to execute judgment against all; and to couvict all the
angodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they
bave wrought ungeodlily, and of all the hard [things] which un-
godly sinners have spoken against Him ! (vers, 14, 15).

HE source of Jude's information as to this
prophecy of * Enoch the seventh from Adam,"
is not given. Criticism has busied itself to find out,
but all to little purpose, and certainly to no profit.
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‘An apocryphal book of Enoch there is, which dates
evidently from pre-Christian times, and which con-
tains language very similar to that here recorded,
but the nature of the book forbids the thought that
it, in any sense, is a part of, or can be placed on the
same plane as the Holy Scriptures. Yet its use of
the words referred to makes it evident that in some
way, whether orally or in writing, God had seen fit
to preserve Enoch’s prophecy, so that it was readily
incorporated into the weird book to which some
dreamer gave the name of the one who was trans-
lated that he should not see death, Jude, by divine
inspiration, declares the words were uttered by the
patriarch, and that they are to have their full appli-
cation and final fulfilment, in common with all
prophecy, at the ushering in of the yet future day
of the Lord.

A partial fulfilment they had in the flood. A
more complete one awaits the appearing of the
Lord Jesus, in manifested glory, to take vengeaunce
on all who have refused His grace and done despite
to the Holy Spirit,

What is referred to here is something very differ-
ent to the happy event predicted in John 14: 1-3;
1 Cor. 15: 51 and 1 Thess. 4: 13-18. In those scrip-
tures, the theme is the return of the Lord to trans-
late His saints to heaven, of which Enoch’s rapture
was a type. This may transpire ere the reader lays
down this little book. In a moment, the Lord may
descend and call all His own to meet Him in the
air, But this will not be their, or His, manifesta-
tion before the world. That will take place later,
the judgment.-seat of Christ and the marriage-supper
of the Lamb intervening above; while on earth
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apostasy will rise to its full height in the revelation
and acceptance of Antichrist, and the utter rejection
of all that is of God.

Then, when the cup of guilty Christendom's in-
iquity is full, the Lord shall come to the earth with
myriads of His holy ones—redeemed men and un-
fallen angels—to execute the judgment long foretold
upon the despisers of His word.

A very similar expression occurs in chapter 14 of
Zechariah's prophecy: ‘‘ The Lord my God shall
come, and all the saints with Thee” (ver. 5). In
each passage ‘‘saints” or ‘‘holy ones’ does not, of
itself, necessarily refer to redeemed humanity.
Angels are also thus spoken of, and some would
therefore limit the application to them alone. But
Scripture clearly teaches the double aspect of the
second coming wf the Lord alluded to above. He
is coming for His saints (John 14: 3; 1 Thess. 4:
15-17). He is also coming w:tk them (Col. 3: 4).
Caught up to meet Him as He descends with a
shout, they will return with Him in manifested
glory—when Enoch’s prophecy and that of Zech.
ariah shall be fulfilled.

Then will righteousness reign—every enemy be-
ing destroyed. No longer will impious deceivers
profit by a profession of Christianity while secretly
working to undermine the faith of God's elect, and
turning the grace of God into lasciviousness. To
every one will be rendered according to their
works.

The present period (from the cross to the coming
again of the Lord) is denominated by the Holy
Spirit, * man’s day"” (see r Cor. 4: 3, marginal read-
ing). While it lasts, God endures with much long-
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suffering vessels of wrath fitted, by their pertinacity
in gainsaying His word, to destruction, But when
man's day ends, the day of the Lord begins, when
He who has been so long silent, while blaspheming
and damnable heresies have been widely promul-
gated, to the ruin of untold myriads, will arise to
act in judgment.

Then shall men who have despised the Word of
Truath learn, when too late for blessing, that ‘‘all
Scripture is given by inspiration of God."”

Reader: challenge your heart I pray you now
48 to how you will stand 2ken /

(To be continued. ) H AL

Till He Come.

“Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings
in every place that thou scest.”

“But unto the place which the Lord your God shall choose out
of all your tribes to put HIS NAME. there.” —Deut.12:13,5.

HERE is a plainly furnished room,
"T'is in a village street,
And to a company of saints
It is a sweet retreat;
For in that place the Lord has set
His Name, to which we meet.

Each Lord’s Day morn we gather there,
Responding to His plea;

““As oft as ye do this, beloved,
Ye do remember Me—

My body broken, and My blood
Poured out in death for thee.”

Our Lord Himself is thiere to bless
His own memorial feast:
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His presence ‘‘in the midst " ensures
A welcome to the least;

And all we need in Him we find—
Our Sacrifice and Priest,

Around the table of His grace,
Spread with this feast of love,
We meditate in perfect peace
*On our High Priest above:
With praise and gratitude we trace
The wonders of His love.

The love that bore our sin and shame,
And brought us nigh to God,

Has cleansed our souls from every stain,
Through faith in Jesus’ blood.

Each blood-washed soul, thus saved by grace,
Is now a priest to God.

The prayer, or song, or scripture read,
Repeats the same sweet strain,
**All praise and glory to the Lamb—
The Lamb for sinners slain:
For us He died, for us He lives,
For us He'll come again!"

His presence is a holy place—
A Bethany most dear,
Where we can sit at Jesus' feet,
Forgetting every care,
‘Great peace have they which love Thy law,”
And heaven-born pleasures share.

Oh, let not earthly things intrude,
Or keep us from our place

Before the table of our Lord,
Drawn by His wondrous grace.

Each Lord’s Day morn may be the last
Ere we shall see His face!

A H.B.



COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING THE
NEPHILIM

Drar Mr. EpiToR:—

Referring to the article on Jude by H. A. 1. in
which the question of the “Nephilim” comes up, allow
me space for some remarks:

It is assumed that the Nephilim and the fallen angels
are one and the same, but this cannot be, for we have
exactly the same word in Num. 13: 33, *“The Nephilim,
the sons of Anak, of the Nephilim.” So that we must
separate the giants from angels, unless Anak were an
angel, which will hardly be contended for, especially as
he appears on the scene long after the flood. Nor are
these Nephilim “sons of God” either, they are expressly
distinguished from them in Gen. 6: 4: “There were
giants (Nephilim) in the earth in those days; and also
after that, when the sons of God came in unto the
daughters of men”; i, e, the seed of the sons of God
and the daughters of men became mighty men, men of
renown ; but they were not Nephilim—they came affer.

It is safe to say that angels would never have been
thought of in connection with ‘““sons of God' had it not
been for the passagesin Job 1:6; 2: 1 and 38: 7; and
these are poetic, and not written until hundreds of years
after the events recorded in Gen. 6: 4.

I make bold to say that there is not a trace of angelic
beings in Gen, 6; the whole theme is earth, mankind.
“The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth
was filled with violence . . . I will destroy man whom I
I have created from the face of the earth: both man,
and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the
air . . . The end of all flesh is come before Me; for the
earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold
I will destroy them with the earth” (vers. 5 to 13).

Angels are spirits, not flesh (Ps. 104: 4; Lk. 24: 39),
and it is utterly impossible for the incongruous inter-
course which men have imported into Gen. 6: 4 to take
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place: and were it possible, what would the offspring be,
angels or men? flesh or spirit? And whose would
the responsibility be: that of the angels or that of
the -daughters of men? “And God saw the wick-
edness of man that it was great in the earth.” We
gather from our Lord’s words to the Sadducees in Lk.
20: 35, 36 that the angels neither marry nor are given
in marriage, but the “sons of God"” in Gen. 6, are said
to have taken ‘“them wsves of all which they chose.”
According to the passages cited from Job, angels are
“sons of God,” but as representing Him in their own
sphere; it is to be seriously questioned if fallen angels
would be so designated. It is a fact that men are called
“sons of God,” and this was so from the beginhning:
“Which was the son of Seth, which was the son of
Adam, which was the son of God” (Lk. 3: 38, and see
Acts 17 : 28),

Cain's seed are not recognized as God's representatives
here on earth; Cain had gone out from the presence of
the Lord with the brand of a murderer upon him, and
had built his city: and God bad appointed another seed
instead of the one he had murdered, and here seems to
be the culminating point of the corruption which filled
the earth at this time, and which was so obnoxious to
God: Seth’s line, the *“sons of God,” those responsibly
standing for God, as opposed to Cain’s line, deliberately
choose from the murderer’s seed whom they would, as
though all was right. Then all testimony for God is gone,
and judgment must follow.

“In like manner with them” (Jude 7) cannot be pressed
as applying to the similarity between Sodom’s sin and
that of the angels’, but rather to “the cities around
them.” The sin of Sodom and Gomorrha had become
well known from other Scriptures; that of *the cities
around them” needed this explanatory word to make it
definite—* the cities around them, in like manner with
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them” (i. e, the surrounding cities were greedily com.
mitting fornication like Sodom and Gomorrha). Nor
would it do to say that angels went “after otker flesh,”
which would be to make them flesh, whereas we are dis-
tinctly told that angels are not flesh,

2 Peter 2, which gives these judgments in their his-
torical order, places the incarceration of angels that
sinned before the judgment upon the old world (vers.
45 6)'

“Sons of God ” are those who are of and for God in
a scene wholly against Him, this is precisely what Seth’s
seed were; but to mix with the enemy as though there
were no difference was to obliterate all testimony, and
judgment must follow.

Yours for the Truth,
J.B. J.

NOTE BY H. A.L

AVING, through the courtesy of the Editor, had

the reading of J. B. J.’s expression of opinion as
to the sons of God, and Jude 6, I am thankful for it, It
will cause searching. A reference to my own paper will
show that I do not attempt to speak authoritatively as to
this admittedly mysterious passage, while, after having
carefully weighed what has been put forth by many on
both sides, I find my judgment inclined toward the view
that the sons of God were Nephilim and super-human.
But as to this I am not greatly concerned. What I am
concerned about, is that neither I nor others miss the
solemn lesson the apostle is pressing in verses 5 to 7;
that we ever remember there is no safety in outward
privilege—but God desires truth in the inward parts.
Interested persons might consult the writings of the
grave and scholarly brethren to which I referred in my
note. J. B. J. gives the other side, which also deserves
to be as carefully weighed.




SISTER MILDRED’S CONVERSION
HOW GOD REACHED A NUN IN A CONVENT.

The incident that follows was related to me lately by the
brother whose initials appear in the story. For obvious reasons
full names of persons and places are omitted, but the reader may
rely uapon the trustworthiness of the narrative.

N the last decade of the century recently closed,

there dwelt in the Convent of , in Eastern
Washington, a sweet-faced nun, of quiet and gentle
demeanor, known as Sister Mildred. Who she really
was, and whence she came, were secrets to all but her
most iptimate associates that will never be unravelled
now until the judgment-seat of Christ is set up.

She manifested unmistakable signs of culture and
innate refinement, and gave good evidence of having
come from a home where the kindlier feelings were
uppermost, and tenderness and affection had surrounded
her., Warm-hearted, and solicitous for others' good, she
seemed to delight in ministering to the welfare of any
who required her simple services.

In the convent school, or girl's academy, she was
employed in teaching stenography and typewriting.
Her duties were discharged with conscientious faithful-
ness, and any who knew her might have supposed that
hers was a peaceful, happy and contented life.

But Sister Mildred had a secret sorrow gnawing at her
heart, that often filled her with fear and anxiety. She
felt the burden of her sins, and longed to know how she
might find true peace with God. In vain had she
sought to obtain this through confession, penance, mor-
tification and the daily (and even nightly) round of re-
ligious exercises. Tears, prayers and austerities were
all in vain, There were memories that would not down;
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an anxiety that would not be appeased; and soul trouble
that neither sacraments nor indulgences, granted by the
church, could allay.

So far as I am aware, Sister Mildred had never dared
to open her heart to anyone as to her true condition of
soul, until an event occurred which I will now relate.

In the same city there dwelt an earnest Christian, Mr.
F S , who had, for several years, been rejoicing
in the knowledge of sins forgiven and a conscience
purged from every guilty stain, through the precious
atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Taught of the
Holy Spirit, through the sacred Scriptures, he had
learned that all human efforts to attain to righteousness
could but end in failure; yea, that ‘all our righteous-
nesses are as filthy (polluted) rags” in God’'s sight, be-
cause of the incurable evil of the heart of man, which
is described as ‘“deceitful above all things and des-
perately wicked.”

Such a heart had F S (and such is the natural
heart of every reader of these lines!), but he had been
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which Jiveth and abideth forever.”
Through that Word he had been led to personal faith
in the gospel message, revealing Christ to his soul as
the all-sufficient Saviour for the confessedly lost and
guilty. Thus he was the happy possessor of a new life,
even life eternal, having been born of the Word and
Spirit. .

This man was an expert mechanic whose special work
had to do with the setting up and repairing of safes and
vaults, and the regulation of time-locks and intricate
combinations. While engaged in this business, he was
frequently called for to repair the typewriters used by
Sister Mildred at the convent-school; and thus had op-
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portunity of becoming somewhat acquainted with the
quiet nun who presided over this part of the academy.
She spoke freely to him on various subjects, and on
one occasion voluntarily offered to do some copying for
him, if there should be any thing of that nature he
wished done.

Now it so happened that he was carrying a letter in
his pocket at that very time, of which he had been very
desirous to have a number of duplicates, for distribution
among several of his brethren,

But in order to show the remarkable actings of God's
Providence, and the wonderful way in which He was
about to bring good out of a grave evil, by overruling a
serious wrong for this soul-weary nun’s blessing, I must
go back and explain both the reason for, and the nature
of this letter.

Some years before, there had been a sad and much-to-
be-regretted breach of fellowship among the Christians,
with a part of whom Mr. S had become associated
later on. Through an unhappy combination of pride,
self-will and misunderstanding, (of which many now
feel heartily ashamed) a division had been perpetrated
and saints once rejoicing in each other’s love and con-
fidence had been parted into almost hostile sections,
and learned to look upon each other with coldness and
suspicion. No doubt there were many who honestly
differed in judgment who were superior to these petty
feelings; but, alas, in many places they were only too
much in evidence.

The unhappy consequences of that separation exist
to this day, and are often a source of grave concern and
perplexity to simple-minded believers desiring to know
nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Mr. S
was numbered among these. In distress of mind, over
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what he feared was the countenancing of a serious
wrong done to many saints of God, he €elt led of the
Lord to apply to a brother, well-reputed of as a help
and a teacher (albeit on the opposite side in the con-
troversy), who was known to be a man of sober judg-
ment, and well acquainted with the facts. In reply he
received a somewhat lengthy letter, in which the ques-
tions really at issue were set forth in a clear and
succinct, but godly and kindly manner. In order to
do this satisfactorily, the writer referred repeatedly to
the Scriptures, thus directing his correspondent’s atten-
tion to many important passages that brought out, in
a lucid way, the true condition of all men by nature, as
having “no life” until they have been born again by
the Word and Spirit of God; and the privileges and re-
sponsibilities of those who have become *“sons of God
by faith in Christ Jesus,”—who are saved through His
precious blood, and who, from the moment they trust
in Him, are *sealed with the Holy Spirit,” and that
“to the day of redemption.” Following this out a little,
he developed the teaching of God’s word as to the
present standing and future portion of these sealed ones,
possessors, in common with all saints, of life eternal,
communicated through the Son of God. Other things
were touched on which I need not dwell on here.

This letter proved so helpful to Mr. S that he
wished to share it with others, and without a thought of
the apparent impropriety of his action, he was pleased
indeed to accept the nun’s kind offer. He handed her
the letter, of which she promised to make a certain
number of copies.*

* ] purposely avoid going into details iu regard to the unhappy
strife briefly referred to. But for the information of those in-
timately concerned, I merely mention the fact that it was the
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Upon his calling for them, a few days later, she handed
these to him, and then, visibly moved, asked if she might
keep an extra copy which she had ventured to make
for herself, saying: “Mr. S , that Igtter is the most
wonderful thing I have ever read. I do not understand
all about the controversy; but I think I understand
what he is teaching, and I would like so much to be
allowed to keep one for myself that I might often read
it over. It explains so many things, and contains what
I have longed to know for years, about how to get peace
with God, and how one may know he has eternal life
and is accepted in Christ.” *

Needless to say, Mr. S was amazed and rejoiced
at this frank confession, and readily gave the requested
permission.

The nun went on to speak of the gracious tone of the
letter, and to say that she had noticed wany of the
quotations were from the Bible, a book with which she
was very imperfectly acquainted. She spoke- wistfully
of longing to know more of it, upon which Mr. S
at once offered her a copy of the New Testament, which
he carried in his pocket. She was grateful for the
kindness, but timid about receiving it; saying, “I am

sorrow of 1A84-85 among believers who assembled in the Name
of the Lord Jesus, with which the correspondence in guestion
had to do. The writer of ihe letter, copied by the nun, will be
known to many under the familiar initials of T. O. L. I doubt
not, this paper will be the flrst intimation he has ever had of the
manner in which his letter was used by the God of all grace.

* It is quite possible this conversation is somewhat ‘‘ Protes-
tantised.” The events occurred, as mentioned before, a number
of years ago, but the words are given as nearly as I can recollect
them, Mr., S—— having related the particulars (o me very
recently.
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afraid we ought not to read the Bible for ourselves, be-
cause we cannot understand it He overcame her
scruples by a few earnest words, and she accepted it
thankfully and pgomised to read it.

Some time elapsed, ere business again called him to the
convent; but on the next occasion he noticed that Sister
Mildred was nowhere to be seen. The Mother Superior
was present while he worked, and he finally ventured to
inquire if the sister were well. He was told that she
was ill, and in the infirmary. Upon his earnest request,
permission was accorded him to see her for a few min-
utes, She was pale and wasted, but greeted him cor-
dially, and, in the presence of another nun, spoke only
of her illness and related topics.

But the other leaving the room for a brief interval,
she at once became more free and thanked him with all
her heart for the Testament, the letter, and the gospel
message he had given her, “It has been the Word of
life to me,” she declared, “I know the blood of Christ
has washed me, and I have peace.” More would have
been added, but the other sister returned, and Mr. S
left her to see her no more until “the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto Him.”

But my story is not yet ended; for he was not to be
left -without additional testimony to her salvation and
steadfastness, and that from a most unlikely source.

When he next inquired for her, he was told that she
had been sent for treatment to a hospital in the western
part of the state, also connected with a convent. So he
despaired of ever hearing from, or of her again; and
could only pray that God would keep her in the joy of
what she had learned from His word, *steadfast, im-
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,” even
though that wor% for her meant but patient suffering.
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However, a change ia his own business affairs re-
sulted sometime afterwards in his removing with his
family to Portland, Oregon. There he was connected
with a large safe and vault firm, by which he was fre-
quently sent to near-by towns and cities on both sides
of the Columbia to do special work. One day he was
despatched to the residence of the Romish priests, in
the very city to which the sick nun had been taken.

While he was engaged upon the safe, two priests were
conversing together in the room, one of whom was
clearly the worse for liquor. They happened to mention
the convent and the hospital, and Mr. S - took the
liberty to ask if they had ever known a Sister Mildred
there. The partially inebriated priest replied at once
that he believed such a person had been there but she
was dead now, The other was evidently much per-
turbed, and at once called his companion into an ad-
joining room. There, supposing himself out of earshot,
he spoke warningly, saying, ‘ Don’t you know that was
that heretic sister from ?"” The name was that of
the city in which Mr. S had met her. The words
were spoken bitterly; but they were sweet indeed to
him, for he was now assured that, aithough “after the
way which they called heresy,” she worshiped God, she
had in reality found the sweet consolations of the gospel,
and had doubtless been faithful unto death in main-
taining the precious truth revealed to her soul through
the letter and the Testament.

Thus had grace triumphed, and God been glorified
through what might have seemed a most unlikely
channel; namely a letter referring to sorrows among
Christians which prudence would have suggested was
not proper for a nun’s eyes.

I have thought it well to preserve the story for the
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encouragement of the Lord’s servants that they may
sow in faith beside all waters. And I trust it may also
speak to any unsaved ones who may read it, bidding
them profit by the knowledge given them by our gra-

cious God in His precious life-giving Word.
H. A L

The Man of God.

HERE is no glory halo
Round his devoted head,

No lustre marks the sacred path

In which his footsteps tread,
Yet koliness is graven

Upon his thoughtful brow;
And all his steps are ordered in

The light of Heav'n e'en now.

He often is peculiar,
And oft misunderstood;

And yet his power is felt by both
The evil and the good:

For he doth live in touch with Heaven—
A life of faith and prayer;

His sympathies, his hopes, his joys—
His all is centred there,

His body is God’s temple,
His heart the Master's shrine,
He lives, and thinks, and speaks, and acts,
As moved by power divine.
His is the calm of Heaven—
The faith that can be still;
For God revealeth unto him
The secrets of His will.

He is a chosen servant
Among God’'s many sons;

He bears His sayings on his lips,
And on His errands runs.
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No human frown he feareth,
No earthly praise he seeks,

But in the dignity of Heaven
His burning message speaks,

He with delight most holy
Hangs o'er God's precious page;
There finds his path, and learns the end
Of this self-loving age.
In Jesus' sacred footprints
He long hath humbly trod;
A constant man of faith and prayer—
Such is the man of God.

I've found him in the workshop,
And in the busy street;
The plainest, simplest, humblest man
That one could wish to meet,
I've treasured up his sayings,
And marked his faithful ways;
And oft to follow in his steps
My longing spirit prays. W. B.
Republished by request.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

QUES. 40.—What coarse shonld the Assembly take towaid &
brother in a case similar to 1 Cor. 5, if he had confessed his sin
before it became known, and they were satisfied he was broken
about it? Had it become public, and he was charged with it, and
he confessed it, and the assembly was satisfied he was truly repent-
ant, should he then be put away ?

ANs.—Discipline in the house of God has two principal objects :
the holiness of God, and the restoration of the offender. In con-
nection with this the principle of God is, ‘* If we would judge our-
selves, we should not be judged.” If the offender therefore judge
himself, who can judge him? What is there to be judged? Thia
is the principle of salvation itself: If the sinner condemns himself,
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he has Christ for his Saviour, and there is therefore no condemna-
tion for him. So it is with the maint who offends. It may be far
more painful for him to judge himself, becaure, when he sins, he
8ins in the light, and this is great guilt. But when he does jndges
himself, Christ is on his side—bhis advocate. Who then will be
his accuser? 2 Cor. 12: 20,21 illusirates this, It seems evident
by the language of verse 21 that the apostle would bave no thought
of diacipline in his mind if the sins mentivned were repenled of by
the offenders.

Of course, in the sins which come 1o the knowledge of the as-
sembly, it ia the assembly’s responsibility to determine if the
offender bas truly judged himself. In the flrst phase of your
quention there ia little to be fcared as to genuineness of the repent-
ance, None would be likely to confess a gin which no one knows
unless his conscience were in exercise before God. In the second
occasion mentioned, much greater care would be required. The
offender might well be placed as one in the Old Testament sus-
pected of leprosy (Lev. 13) until it is evident to all that the pin s
judged not only because ‘it has been discovered, but because it is
seen in the light of the holiness of God. What concerns the assem-
bly most deeply is sin working—sin that is unjudged, detive. It
was active in Achan, therefore bis judgment; also in the man of
1 Cor. 5, therefore his judgment also. 2 Cor, 2: 8, however, gives
also the thought of ‘‘punishment’’ in discipline. There may be
cases therefore in which the offender has brought such great public
dishonor on the name of the Lord that only a public judgment by
the assembly will meet the requirement. But whatever kind of
sin it be, whether judged by the offender himself or not, it is
ever canse for humiliation and confession in the assembly—the
only right mind in which discipline of any kind can be exercised.
Nothing, perhaps, tests the state of an assembly more than disci-
pline. 2 Cor. 2:9 shows that its exercise is required partly in
view of this. Insubordinate Christians cannot exercise it aright.
They are either opposed to i$, or tyrannical in it.
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