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church at Ephesus things for which the Lord
could commend them ; but this He had to say
against them, that they had left their first love.
As one has well put it, First love is the heart
enamored with its object—the object filling the
heart, the heart finding its satisfaction not in the
things which have been given to it, not in the things
which are coming to it, but in the person himself.
Much marked them at Ephesus which was very
beautiful, that spoke of devotedness in service, but,
dear friends, the words of Scripture are not, My
son, give me thy service;" nay, but, ‘“ My son, give
me thy Aeart.” This was the fatal defect at Ephe-
sus ;: Christ had ceased to be all in all to them.
They were finding, perhaps, satisfaction in their
order and in their rightful activity; but what a
poor source of satisfaction that is! How easy it is
to slip away from the sense of the all-sufficiency
of Jesus the Son of God to satisfy every need of
our hearts. .

Now mark: ‘““To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the tree of life which is in the midst
of the paradise of God.” Overcometh what?
Overcometh the tendency to eat elsewhere than at
the king’s table; overcometh the tendency to self-
sufficiency; overcometh, in one word, the tendency
to find satisfaction elsewhere than in Christ Him-
self. That is the point of danger. Their first love
had departed. Christ was ceasing to be the whole
object of their desire; and this is the beginning of
all declension in my life and yours. The beginning
of declension in the assembly—for the assembly is
but the multiplication of individuals—is that the
Son of God has not His place in the heart and the
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affections of God's people. *‘‘To him that over-
cometh;” yes, to him that refuseth all allurements,
all that would detract from fidelity to Him who
loves us and gave Himself for us—to him ‘‘will I
give to eat of the tree of life wh1ch is in the midst
of the paradise of God."

There are two words in Scr1ptu1e for ‘‘tree;
the one is for the tree in all its life; the otheris for
the tree cut down. The ‘‘tree of life” is Christ in
His sacrificial character—the tree cut down. The
love of Christ is seen indeed in His daily ministra-
tions, in His solicitous care for us as we are pass-
ing through the enemy’s country. Blessed love
indeed is expressed there; but not there is it su-
premely expressed. But on that tree of the curse,
of shame, and of blood—there, hanging between
heaven and earth—there, from the depths of His
soul comes that cry, “My God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?"—Why? It was His love to
you and to me that put Him there, and held Him
there. Tell me, if you were offered the rulership
of the universe, and over against that were offered
a deeper, fuller knowledge and capacity to lay hold
of this love of Christ that brought Him to the cross
to die for your sins, which would you accept? Oh,
you say, give me a truer, deeper knowledge of the
love of Christ, and keep your kingdoms! Yes,
indeed. But to whom is this given? It is to those
who refuse satisfaction for their souls elsewhere
than in Christ. How good it will be, in that com-
ing day, to enter more fully into the wonders of
that love! We shall never fathom it, for the in-
finite- is beyond the finite. We sing, and well we
may sing:
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¢ Qur sins, they bore Him down ;
For us He met the crushing storm ;
He met the Almighty’s frown ;"

but oh, for more ability, more capacity to enter
into it. And how is this to be attained? It is as we
contemplate the love of God set forth in His word:
““Herein is love: nof that we loved God, but that
He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitia-
tion for-our sins.” ¢ For God so Joved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever” (may God put it in your soul to-night if you
are yet unsaved!)—*‘ God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perlsh but have
everlasting life.”

Such is the love of God; and it is the contem-
plation of this love that begets love in our own
souls, which becomes the motive spring for con-
duct and devotedness. So, as the apostle says in
another connection, in the 1:1th chapter of Romans,
“Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all
things.” ‘“Of Him ' is this love. Itis inwrought
through Him, and goes back to Him. There is no
pharisaism heré—mo room for it. And when the
Lord Jesus commends you for your devotedness, in
that day when He endows you with larger capacity
to enter into the wonders of that Cross, you will
realize that it was all of His grace—even the re-
sponse to His grace.

Then I quote my third scripture : ¢ Where is
boasting then? It is excluded. By what law?
Of works? Nay; but by the law of faith.” No
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boasting here, my friends; no boasting for the
man who knows, who loves, the Son of God. Boast-
ing is the farthest thing from his soul, and there-
fore from his lips. By the law of faith boasting is

excluded. ¢“The law is,” as it has been well ex-
pressed, ‘‘a principle which acts continually in one
direction.” ¢‘The law of faith” is the unbroken

trend of dependence upon Amnother; ‘‘the law of
faith” emphasizes constantly our own weakness
and the constancy of the strength of Another. May
God produce it in you and in me. May He keep
you young people from treading some of the paths
which I have trodden. May God give you to be wise
in time, and give you to realize that only Christ
can satisfy your hearts. Nothing can compensate
for that which would rob you of Christ—nothing !
Just look with faith’s transpiercing eye to what is
beyond sense and time, to the things ‘‘which
God has prepared for them that love Him,” and,.in
thought, stand there before your Saviour as at
that day when He shall give His glorious reward,
enabling you for greater and sweeter apprehen-
sion of the cross of Calvary —does it not sober
you? Does it not draw you? The Lord grant you
to look Him in the face and say, “Lord, I am
Thine."”



ADDRESS BY HUGHES FAWCETT
On Exodus 16: 14, 15; John 6: 32, 33.

HAT I have read in Exodus as to the manna,

is a type of what we Christians should be

feeding upon—the heavenly manna, the Lord Jesus
Christ, sent down from heaven. |

First, the manna lay upon the ground. They
had to stoop down to the ground to get it. They
had either to get down and pick it up, or else
trample it under foot. Do we, dear brethren,
at the beginning of the day, stoop down to get that
heavenly food, which will sustain our souls and fit
us to meet those difficulties and temptations that
we must meet? We must stoop down and get it,
or trample it under foot. Each one of us, surely,
has to acknowledge how little we do gather of it,
and, after all, how much we trample upon, even
though we do not mean to do so.

Then we read that ‘“He that gathered much had
nothing over, afid he that gathered little had no
lack.” It suggests to my mind the 23d psalm. The
psalmist comes to this point in his soul's experi-
ence, and says, ‘“My cup runneth over.” I believe
the size of every man'’s omer, or measure, is formed
by his capacity for the Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who enjoys Him most has a larger measure—a lar-
ger capacity for what we have in our Lord Jesus
Christ; and when we are filled with Christ, it over-
flows in worship. O beloved brethren, that we
might take in more of the fulness there is in that
blessed One! ‘‘Grow in grace” is the exhortation,
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““and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). This is spiritual
growth, and God loves to see growth in our souls.
“ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit” (John 15: 8).

The manna had to be gathered early in the
morning; and we need to gather our spiritual food
early in the morning. If you do not get it in the
morning before you start the day's occupations
for the things of this life, your soul will have no
food. Do take up God's word every morning, and
read it for yourself and for your children before
you go out of the house. What you got the day
before won't do for the day following. The Israel-
ites who had gathered manna, and brought it out
the next day to be eaten, found that it stank. And
e may have gathered a lot of truth some time ago,
and it may stink if we try to use it out of commun-
ion with God. We must get that heavenly manna
fresh for our souls every day. What was the mat-
ter with that church described .in Revelation 2d
chapter? TheLord had to rebuke it because it had
left its first love. They had plenty of knowledge,
but the first love to the Lord had gone. Let us be
watching, with our lamps burning, waiting for the
Bridegroom to come.

Brethren, don't let us neglect the manna., What
we got at some former time won't do for to-day.
We must have it fresh every day. - We must have
fresh communion with the Lord. May God help us
to have it so.



ADDRESS BY J. B. JACKSON
1 Thessalonians, chap. 1.

E have been hedring a little what it means to

gather the mannaearly; and that #of to gather
it means to trample it under foot. Why should we
gather the manna, dear friends? Why did they of
Israel gather the manna? Why, ¢ was their daily
Jood. They had no other. Let us apply that, dear
fellow-Christian. Is there anything your soul can
feed upon—anything you can store up for eternity
which will stand you there apart from the word of
God? It was said to the people of God, in Deuter-
onomy, that they were to go through a great wil-
derness where was no water. Sustenance for our
souls is not found in institutions of learning, be-
loved Christian. No, not there. For strength, for
growth according to God, you need the word of
God. How serious, then, if we are not gathering
our daily food! The manna, I believe, applied
more particularlyto the food we need while travel-
ing through the desert, and the world is that, in
every department of it, to the child of God.

What I want to dwell upon more particularly
is part of the 5th verse: ‘' For our gospel came
not unto you in word only, but also in power, and
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” These
Thessalonian saints were much upon the heart of
the apostle. His heart pours out toward them as
he thinks of them and writes to them. In the 24
and 3d verses he says: ‘““We give thanks to God
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always for you all, making mention of you in our
prayers; remembering without ceasing your work
of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.” May I repeat those three
things for the benefit of us all ?

First, ‘‘ Your work of faith.”

Secondly, *‘ Your labor of love.”

Thirdly, ‘“ Your patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Make a mental note of those three things. They
are also mentioned in the 2d chapter of Revelation,
in the address to the church at Ephesus, but the
adjectives are wanting there. We have ‘‘work’
and ‘‘labor” and ‘‘ patience,” but not ‘‘work of
Satth," not ‘“labor of Jove,” not ‘‘ patience of /fope.”

But I was going to speak of how much these
Thessalonian saints are upon the heart of the
apostle, and how overjoyed he is as he thinks of
them. Their testimony was spread abroad. Their
faith and the word of the Lord had gone out all
around them. What was the secret of all this?
I believe it is found in the 5th verse: ‘‘Our gospel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.”
Come, dear young Christian, is that the way you
have received the word of God? Is that what you
think of it ? Is that how you are treating it, as in
very truth tke word of the living God—the incor-
ruptible seed—by which, when received in the
heart, we are born anew, and by which we grow,
as Peter tells us?

But there are certain things to be laid aside in
order that we may grow; so Peter says in his first
epistle: ‘‘Laying aside all malice, and all guile, and
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hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as
newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the Word
that you may grow thereby.” Do you want to
grow into the image of Christ? It can be done
only by the reception of the word of God, receiving
it in very truth, in full assurance, as the word of
God which lives and abides forever.

This *‘full assurance” is mentioned several
times in the New Testament. In the 6th of He-
brews, verse 11, it is, * full assurance of rope.” The
Hebrew Christians are looked upon as on a pil-
grimage between the Dlood-sprinkled lintel in
Egypt and the rest at the end. Applying that to
ourselves, we are between the Cross and the glory.
Death and judgment are behind us, the crown and
the glory are before; and the apostle says: ‘“We
desire that every one of you do show the same dili-
gence to the full assurance of hope unto the end.”

O Christian, young Christian especially, what
are you placing at the end of your journey ? What
is the goal you are running for? Do you know
what it is to have a goal definitely before you, and
that goal the Lord Jesus Christ, who will introduce
you into the Father’s house ? If you have received
the word of God ‘‘in full assurance,” that is cer-
tainly the end you have in view. Allow nothing
then to come in to hinder.

In the third chapter of Philippians the apostle
speaks again of this ‘‘full assurance.” I will read
the verse and pass on to another: ‘ We desire
that every one of you do show the same diligence
to the full assurance of hope unto the end”—to
the end of the journey. And how near the end of
that journey may be! Some of us spoke, forty or
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fifty years ago, of the end being near. How much
nearer to it we are to-day. 'Before we close this
meeting the end of the journey may be reached.
Then what? Eternal glory, eternal rest with
Christ in the Father’s house. May the power of
that blessed hope be upon the hearts of us all.

We have heard how the Thessalonians had turned
to God from idols. When the heart is laid hold of
by the love of God, by a sense of His love, the
idols will surely drop. May the love of God so lay
hold upon our hearts that we may say, Vanish every
worldly hope and expectation; banish everything
that will interfere with the race. ‘‘One thing,”
the apostle says, ‘‘forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press (through obstacles) to-
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.”

Turn now to the 1oth chapter of Hebrews, verse
19: ““Having, therefore "—ah, kaving, not /loping
for, not frying to get, but, ‘‘having therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He
hath consecrated for us through the vail, that is to
say, His flesh; and having a high priest over the
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart,
in full assurance of faith’—yes, in full assurance.

We were hearing a word this morning about
“dumb priests.” How many ‘‘dumb priests” we
have among us! But if the heart possesses this-
““‘full assurance of faith;" if it is filled with the
preciousness of Christ, with a sense of His work
upon the cross for us, it will break out in the words
of that scripture: “Unto Him that loveth us, and
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hath washed us from our sins in Hisown blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.” * Kings and priests”—with
free access to enter the holiest by that precious
blood! Let us draw near, then, as priests, with
Christ’s interests upon our hearts. ‘‘Let us draw
near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con-
science, and our bodies washed with pure water."”

"I turn now to Colossians, chap. 2, and verse 2:
‘That their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the jfu//
assurance of understanding.” There we have full
assurance in connection with understanding. As 1
sat in our Bible Reading on Saturday, and this
morning, I thought of the need of this ‘‘ full assur-
ance of understanding” in regard to many of the
questions we were asking. We need to have our
hearts *‘ knit together in love ” first; then, ‘‘unto
all riches of the full assurance of understanding.”
What we need is, first of all, to realize that this
word which God has put into our hands is a revela-
tion of Himself. It is the food of our souls, the
only thing by which we can grow. We need to
Jeed upon it, to acquain? ourselves with it, and in
doing so we are acquainting ourselves with the
character of Christ. With a prayerful spirit, and
knowledge of our Bibles, we may edify one an-
other in love; remembering we are not here to
find Christianity, but we are here to skow it. Let
us remember that we are here not to expect and
look for love, but we are here to skow it.
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May our God, then, give us to be filled with this,
our ‘hearts knit together in love, and unto all
riches of the full assurance of understanding.”
Then we should know, when we come together,
when to give out a hymn, and what kind of a hymn
would be suited to the occasion. We should know
when to speak and when to keep silent, and what
to say when we. spoke; and when we speak, it
would be for edification, exhortation, and comfort,
as the word of prophecy for the time. Let us be
careful that our heart’s true object be to edify those
to whom we are speaking.

May God grant us that, in result of these meet-
ings, we may learn more the vital importance of
prayerful reading of the word of God, of acquaint-
ing ourselves with the mind of God and the ways of
God to the full assurance of understanding; and of
growing in love one toward another, so that what-
ever we do, whether we eat or drink, whether we
speak or keep silence, we shall do all to the glory
of God.



ADDRESS BY GEORGE MACKENZIE
On 2 Corinthians, 5: 13-21.

HE apostle, as you know, had enemies and tra-
ducers at Corinth. Led by the Spirit of God,
he here justifies himself in certain things in which
the enemy sought to discredit God's servant among
them. :
On another occasion, when brought before Fes-
tus the Governor, with King Agrippa and other
prominent persons, with all the warmth of his
heart Paul set before them how it was that he was
now zealously preaching what he once sought to
destroy. Whereupon Festus said in a loud voice:
*‘Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth
make thee mad.” Sohere the apostle is setting forth
before the Corinthians the reason of such earnest-
ness: ‘* Whether we be beside ourselves,” he says, ‘it
is to God.” As his heart is gripped with the vast-
ness of the love of God, he is carried completely
out of himself; he appears to be beside himself to
those who are listening to him, as he pours out his
eloquent soul before his hearers. Then, on the
other hand, ‘‘ Whether we be sober, it is for your
sakes.” Ah, friends, how much there is to make
a man sober when he faces the plain fact that the
issues of life are eternal! How much there is to
cause a man to be sober! Here, before me, per-
haps some of you are yet unsaved, in your sins,
and the wrath of God hanging over your heads.
Yet it pleased God to send His own Son to pro-
claim His love to you. Is it not enough to make
one sober to think that some day, very soon per-
haps, a parting may come—to heaven and glory,
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or eternal perdition! Well may it sober us in-
deed! It made the apostle sober. Do not think
that we are here simply to preach sermons. We
are not here to give what some may perhaps criti-
cize or receive with some degree of satisfaction.
No; we are on much more serious business, for
you have a soul to be saved or lost for ever.

You remember Jonah aboard the ship. In all
the danger to which they were exposed, Jonah, the
cause of all the trouble, was the only unexercised
person aboard that ship! And is it not a strange
thing that a stranger to you should be exercised
about you and your eternal welfare when you
are not exercised about it yourself ? But God,
‘““who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of re-
conciliation,” is sending out His servants with
this word of reconciliation, to beseech men to
turn to Him. The motive power, the glorious
incentive to all this is the love of Christ: ¢ For
the love of Christ constraineth us.” It is the
compelling sense of the love of Christ in the soul.
If that will not impel men to declare the love of
God to dying sinners, what can? = ‘‘For the love
of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge,
that if One died for all, then all have died.” What
a sweeping sentence! And observe the logic of it:
“If One died for a//, then a// have died.” If the
Son of God hung there upon the cross under the
death penalty, it was the due of the human race—
the human race received its sentence there and
then.

Judicially, the question of our lost condition
was settled when the Son of God died upon
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that cross; then was heard the sentence of convic-
tion for all mankind. All hope of producing a
righteousness which a just God can accept is gone
forever for every human soul upon earth. There is
God’s sentence, carried out upon Him who was
upon the cross for all. If He died for a//, then a//
have died. And we thus judge, says the apostle,
He died for this purpose also, ‘‘that they which
live "—they which have come under the shelter of
that atoning death, who have found life there—
‘‘should henceforth no longer live unto themselves,
but unto Him who died for them and rose again.”

Notice that we get life out of the death of Christ,
as has just been quoted. ‘‘ Being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” We are brought to God through faith in
Him; and thus brought to Him we partake of that
blessed life, that eternal life, which it was the pre-
rogative of the Son of God to give to all who come
and put their trust in Him. For what purpose?
That we might enjoy the world because saved by
the Cross? Nay, friends, a thousand times nay;
but, ‘‘that we should henceforth no longer live
unto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us and
rose again.”’

Now, how true is this of your life and mine?
Is it so that our life is spent for Him who died for
us? Or is it living in selfish ease? One of the
purposes of His death was that all who receive life
out of His death might turn their back upon their
former manner of life and live for Him. But we
cannot live for Him unless we grow in the con-
sciousness of the love of Christ, that that love may
constrain us also to turn away from the selfish crav-
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ings of the human heart, and devote ourselves to
Him. We may quote the words of the apostle with
a good deal of emphasis, perhaps, but is it prac-
tically true of us, ‘ For me to live is Christ 2" The
apostle said, ‘“ God forbid that I should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
In what do we glory ? Easy enough to quote texts,
but do they so live in our souls as to conform
our life to the truth they express? This'was one
of the purposes for which Christ died, that we
might be a people redeemed to Himself, zealous of
good works. And surely the major part of our
testimony is in the life we live.

But I desire to make this love of God very plain
to you who may not yet have apprehended it. Sup-
pose we were to go into a Sunday-school and ask,
¢ Children, tell me why does God love us?” Many
little hands would probably go up, and we would
hear someone answer, ‘‘Because Jesus died for
us.” A pretty answer, but it lacks the truth. No,
it did- not take the death of Christ to turn God’s
heart toward us. On the contrary, ‘‘God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” The love of Christ is but
the expression of the Father’s love. There are not
two hearts, there are not two minds, in the Trinity.
How it grieves the heart of the Lord Jesus, as itis
recorded in the r4th chapter of John, when Philip
says to Him, * Show us the Father.” He answers,
‘“ Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known Me, Philip? He that hath seen Me
kath seen the Father,; and how sayest thou then,
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Show us the Father?” There, before Philip’s
eyes, was the living embodiment of the Father;
there was the divine and absolute expression of
what the Father is. Could the Father have loved
them more ? .

We, Christians, sometimes have incorrect con-
ceptions of the love of God; and the sinner’s habit
of mind is to argue from himself to God. But
notice how they are contrasted in the sth chapter
of the epistle to the Romans: ‘‘For scarcely for a
righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for a
good man some would even dare to die.” ‘A right-
eous man " is one who stands square on that which
is righteous—who will not move one way or an-
other to goodness or to mercy. It isa hard mat-
ter to find any one willing to give his life for such
an one; but, ‘‘peradventure, for a gosd man some
would even dare to die.” Perhaps one might be
found to die for such a person. Human love must
find its motive in its object; “‘But God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.”

We learn by contrasts, and they are useful in em-
phasizing things to us. Is human love expressed in
the mere flow of language or an eloquent tongue ?
Nay, they are but creatures of a passing imagination.
But the true love of a human heart is expressed
rather in the deep and tender affection which ena-
bles it for self-denial and forgetfulness of self—like
a mother toward her child. I desire you to observe
that human love finds its strength in the attractive-
ness of the object it loves, *‘‘But,” says Scripture,
““God commendeth His love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners”—while we were in that
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sinful condition so obnoxious to God—*‘Christ dzed
Jor us /”' This is the love of God! Oh, the holy
unselfishness of the love of God that makes poor
sinners its object! O friend, did you ever contem-
plate that love? See it there, as across the track
of man’s history it seeks the sinner! Oh, how it
pursued se through a life of self-seeking and of
sin, until it broke one of the most stubborn wills
that ever beat in human breast! May it reach your
heart, my friend. May the view of God’s love so
reach your heart as to bring you, a poor sinner,
humbled and penitent, at the feet of Jesus !

See how God seeks the soul that is lost in sin:
““Adam,” He calls, “where art thou?"” See there,
in the skins of those animals which were to cover
the guilty pair, a type of that love pledging itself
to pay in blood the price of our redemption. - Oh,
sinner, what will you do with the love of Jesus?
May it break the pride of heart and subdue the
stubbornness of your will and bring you to ‘‘the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
world.” May the answer of your heart be:

“Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

“Just as I am Thou wilt receive—
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,
Because Thy promise I believe,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.”

There is a touching story told of a poor Indian
whose heart the love of Christ had reached. He
had been brought to Jesus by a missionary, and he
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loved the ‘‘pale-face’ ever afterward. One day
a white man came along, and the Indian thought
he had another friend such as the missionary, and
welcomed him. The Indian began to speak of the
Lord Jesus and the grace of God, so precious to
him; but the white man sneeringly asked, ¢ What
did Jesus ever do for you?” The Indian gathered
dry leaves and twigs and put them in a circle.
He then took a stick to dig a worm out of the
ground, and put that worm in the centre. Then he
lighted the whole circle of leaves, and the worm,
feeling the heat of fire, began to twist and writhe.
The Indian stretched over the fire and snatched
out the poor worm with his hand. Then, turning
to the white man he said, ‘‘Jesus did that for
me!" '

Yes, Jesus did zkat. And what are you going to
do with Him? Friends, I beg of you to answer
this question to God: ‘‘What are you going to do
with the Lord Jesus?” Will you not say of Him,
“I am going to put my trust in Him, and shall
henceforth no loriger live unto myself, but unto
Him who died for me and rose again?”

““Now," says he,‘ We are ambassadors for Christ,
as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” What
a wonderful thing this is—God sending men to be-
seech sinners to be reconciled to Him! And this
is how, in righteousness, He came to do it: ‘‘For
He hath made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, He
who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.” See Him there
upon that cross, treated as though He¢ were the
sinner ! Oh, the love of God—that He would
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pay this awful price—that in righteousness He
might bring us reconciled and at peace in His
presence! The Cross of Christ is the mercy-seat, as
we are taught in the third chapter of Romans, the
meeting-place of the sinner with God.

If God saves a soul He does it on a righteous
ground. Jesus on the cross has met the claim of
righteousness as to our guilt and God’s nature. So
He was ‘‘raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father” (Rom. 6: 4), and *“When He had by
Himself purged our sins, He sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high;” and in justice to
Christ who paid that awful penalty, God de-
clares the salvation of the sinner who has fled to
Jesus for refuge. In Him, we are the samples of
how righteous God is, for it is in Christ and through
Christ our sins are put away.

““This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac-
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners” (1 Tim. 1: 15).



ADDRESS BY SAMUEL RIDOUT
On 1 Sam. 17: 38-51; 18:1-4; Phil. 2: 5-10 and 3: 4-14.

HAVE read this first portion in the Old Testa-
ment, as an illustration of our Lord’s victory
.over our enemy—Satan.

Israel was in the saddest condition. Largely
under the dominion of the Philistines, they were
threatened with complete subjugation. Lifted up
with pride, their great champion Goliath defies the
armies of Israel and the living God. I need hardly
say that he represents the prince of this world—
Satan, who keeps men in fear and bondage and
away from God and His salvation.

I address myself to-night especially to you who
are unsaved, and would remind you of the words
of the Lord Jesus, ‘‘Whosoever committeth sin is
the servant of sin.” As captives to sin, we come
to you with the blessed message of salvation
through the love and grace of God and our blessed
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the true David, the
true Victor over Satan, the One who has robbed
him of his power, who sets his poor captives free.

We have here a wonderful victory of David’s.
There are two things I want to put in connection
with the sinner’s relation to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Saul was king of Israel, with the power and
privileges that this high position gave him. He,
with all the rest, was threatened, but utterly pow-
erless to set himself and the people free from that
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dreadful enemy. But there is a youth, who had
spent his life caring for the sheep which had been
committed to him—a lovely type of the Good Shep-
herd, who cares for and loves His sheep, and who
delivers them from the lion and the bear.

Young David, like our Lord Jesus, is despised
and rejected by his own brethren who did not be-
lieve in him. ‘“Why camest thou down hither?
and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in
the wilderness ? " he is angrily asked. With scorn
they reject him; but they could not swerve Ddvid
from his purpose. He says, Who'is this that defies
—not the armies of /srae/—but the armies of the
ltving God? Who is this that dares to defy the
God of hosts, the mighty God of Israel? King
Saul cannot understand him, just as you, perhaps,
have not understood what moved the lowly and de-
spised Jesus in His mission here below. Saul, who
knows no better way, would arm David with his
own armor. But David cannot go with such an
armor. Goliath is not defeated with such weapons;
so David says, ‘I cannot go with these.”

Many of my hearers may have realized, to a cer-
tain extent, the need of help. The felt power of
sin, and the thought of judgment to come, bring
uneasiness and fear in your heart; and here it is
that the lowly Jesus presents Himself to you as
your Deliverer. As a forlorn hope, you say, per-
haps, like Saul, I will try Him. I will put the
best I've got into His hands which He can use.
In other words, you bring to Him your little
armor of good works. You say, I have done such
and such good things; I have given some money
for the poor; I have helped along the Red Cross;



ADDRESS BY SAMUEL RIipout 31

I have had sympathy with the sufferers in Belgium.
Isn't that a pretty good shield against Satan's
darts ? There is your service, too, and promises
that you will try to carry out. You may have made
resolutions; you may have said, I am going to be a
Christian with the Lord's help, and I am going to
ask Him to help me to do better. But have you
tested that armor? Will that save you from the
enemy ! Even if Christ holds them up, will your
good works form a shield against deserved judg-
ment? I thank God that, even in the hands of the
Lord Jesus Himself, there is nothing of myself for
victory over the enemy. No works of mine, no
promise, no privation, not even prayers or religious
observances ; they all prove utterly worthless for
the salvation of the soul or to overcome the enemy’s
power. Theydon't even satisfy our own conscience.

But look at David: he lays all these aside. They
are not the armor in which he can meet that mighty
foe. But down to the brook he goes. Down there
in the valley of death he finds the weapon, the
simple stone, with which to meet Satan's power.

It is for that purpose that I have read that lovely
portion in Philippians. It tells us of One who has
gone down into the valley. He has not come into
this world with His omnipotent power to put away
sin. God Himself could not put it away by power.
How much less could we put away our sin by our
own efforts. No, nothing but blood will do it; and
that brings us to this entry into the valley. It tells
us where our David got His weapon with which He
has met and overcome the enemy. O Christians,
let us worship as we look at it. Let us dwell upon
those steps by which He came down from that
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glory in which He was with the Father—the com--
ing down of Him who, from the beginning, was
“‘the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” ‘‘By Him were all things created,
that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible
and invisible;" the hosts of heaven bowed before
Him; the Father had taken counsel with Him, as
He dwelt in His bosom; but down into the valley
He came—down here in a world lost in sin and re-
bellion against God—down here where he found
everything contrary to the holiness of God; where
sin had corrupted all flesh, and Satan held sway
over man. :

He who had been dwelling in the bosom of the
Father, shall He not turn away from corrupt man
with abhorrence ? shall He banish them forever
from His presence, that they majr no longer offend
the sight and nature of a holy God? Is that what
He has done? Nay, these are the ones for whom
He laid aside the form of God, and came down on
wings of love. These are the ones for whom He
took the form of a servant, and became poor, that
they might be enriched with all the wealth of
heaven! For you, my fellow-sinner, for us who
were captives of Satan, He came down and emptied
Himself of the glory. He is found in fashion as a
Man, and so you need not be afraid of Him—a Man
on the throne now, but the same who was here
upon earth, where we are, and oh, how accessible!
Did you ever hear of any so vile that they could
not come to Him ? Nay, He lays His holy hand on
the leper and says, ‘‘J wi/l,; be thou clean.”

Yes, He came here as a servant;, He came to be
obedient, came to do the Father's will. QObedience
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stamped every word that came from His lips and
every action of His blessed hands, and those feet
ever carried Him on errands of mercy—nothing
but obedience to the Father: ‘I came down from
heaven not to do mine own will,” He said, ‘*but the
will of Him that sent Me " (John 6 : 38); and the
Father must rend the very heavens as He sees His
beloved Son standing there by the waters of Jor-
dan. When John would deter Him from the
waters of death, ¢ Suffer it to be so now,” is His
answer, ‘‘ for thus it becometh us to fulfil all right-
eousness.” And at the close of His life, He could
say, ‘“I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do”
(John 17: 4).

Yet, dear friends, His obedience would never
have saved us. Christ’'s obedience could not
blot out your disobedience. Something more was
needed. So in that night of prayer, of agony, in
the garden, we hear Him say, ‘O my Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from Me: neverthe-
less not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” Ah, it is obe-
dience unto deat/2/ And what kind of a death }—
the Cross, where He is lifted up as a sin offering.
It was written, ‘‘Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree,” and the holy, spotless Lamb of God was
nailed to that cross 4y yowur sin, my fellow-sinner.
Therefore was His heart-rending cry, *“Eli, Eli,
lama sabachthani!” -

“ By faith I view my Saviour dying
On the tree, on the tree.
To ruined sinners He is erying,
Look to Me, look to Me.”
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And the believer worshipfully adds :

“Q Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee:
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead—
_ To bear all ill for me.
A victim led, Thy blood was shed ;
‘Now there’s no load for me.”

Come, dear unsaved hearer, why not for yox?
Can you not, wi// you not say: I will trust this
Saviour for myself? I will take Him as mine, and
join in those words, “There's noload for me ?” God
grant that fo-night you may look upon that Saviour
dying for yox. May the eyes of your heart see that
Saviour, our David; who has gone down into the
valley of death to meet him that had the power
of death. He /as met Satan; He has triumphed;
His victory is our victory; He is risen; He has dis-
armed Satan, and the believer is freed from his
power for ever.

But there is a young man whose heart is burning
with love to David. He had looked on David as he
came up from victory with the head of Goliath in
one hand and his sword in the other hand, and his
whole soul goes out to him. It is Jonathan—dear
Jonathan; his soul ‘‘was knit with the soul of
David; and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.”
And we who have tasted the power of a greater
triumph and a greater deliverance, do we not love
to sing:

“And 'round my heart still closely twine
Those ties which naught can sever,
For I am His, and He is mine,
Forever and forever.”
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Oh, Jesus has won our hearts; blessed be His
name! What is the effect of that, beloved breth-
ren? Will it not produce in us what the love for
David produced in Jonathan’s heart? He says,
This royal robe comes off me; it is 4zs. This sword
is not for my poor, weak hands, it belongs to /Aim.
Jonathan strips himself and lays all at the feet of
David—the tribute of a loving heart. It causes
him to surrender himself unreservedly to David.
Mark this, dear soul; the Lord does not ask you to
strip yourself of your garments in order to be
saved. Is there here some poor slave of sin? The
Lord does not ask you to free yourself from itin
order to be saved. Is there some sin which clutches
you, which you try to give up? You may have
prayed over it, but it clings to you like a garment.
Listen, then, to the truth of the hymn, which we
sometimes sing: '

“T am not told to labor
To put away my sin;
So foolish, weak and helpless,
I never could begin.”

for until you receive the Lord Jesus, He does not
ask you to do one thing. Ah, but if you trust in
Him now; if you get a glimpse of the love of Jesus,
like Jonathan, you will begin to strip yourself.
Have you read the story of Count Zinzendorf?
As a gay, young nobleman, he was traveling
through the country, visiting museums and places
of interest, when a great painting made a profound
impression upon him. It was a picture of the Lord
Jesus hanging on the cross. He looked and looked
upon it. It filled his heart; it smote his con-



36 ApDRESs BY SAMUEL Ripout

science. These words, which were put beneath it,
tell the thought that seized upon his heart:

“All this I did for thee;
What hast thou done for Me2”

That is laying aside our garments; that is laying
aside our vainglory; it caused the apostle to say:
“‘For the love of Christ constraineth us; because
we thus judge, that if One died for all, then were
all dead: and He died for all, that they which live,
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto Him who died for them and rose again.”
Blessed Lord Jesus, to live unto Thee who died for
us! O brethren, may the Spirit of God write this
deep in our hearts, that we also may say: ‘‘To me
to live is Christ” (Phil. 1: 2x). Then, in the lan-
guage of that precious hymn, we shall say:

“The love that fills my grateful breast
Makes duty, joy; and labor, rest.”



ADDRESS BY B. C. GREENMAN
On Jeremiah, chaps. 36; 38:7-13; 45:2-5.

WISH to bring before you to-night four very
striking characters from the scriptures I have
read. First, the writer of the book, Jeremiah him-
self. Second, the scribe to whom he dictated this
book. Then, two men who dared to stand on the
side of these faithful witnesses to God. Mark them:
Jeremiah, Baruch, Michaiah and Ebed-melech.

Let us look at these cases and inquire how they
fit ourselves who are here to-night. First, let me
note a very striking example in this chapter of
how God gives us His word. He gave it because
there was a mecessizy for it. How could we know
what God thought of us if He did not tell us? How
could we know His estimate of our sins if He
had not given us His estimate of them? So God
anticipates the judgment day, and comes to meet
us—wants us to have an interview with Him, as it
were. He invites us to come and reason with Him,
and settle with Him as to our sins, so that we never
may have to meet them again.

What does God propose to do? To meet us and
settle zow the question of our sins; and if we have
thus met God, no one can ever bring them up
against us. They are, as it were, cast into the
depths of the sea, removed from us as far as the
east is from the west. And, my dear friends, Zow
and wkere God does it is in the person of His be-
loved Son. When we take the lost sinner's place,
He takes the place of Saviour of the lost; and it
is as true as true can be, we have met the Judge
before the judgment day, and received a full, free
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and absolute pardon of all our sins, And what God
does in the day of His grace, He w111 never undo
in the day of His judgment.

Now we have before us these four characters.
Let me show you a little about them.

I will first say that as I came to this meeting to-
night, I recalled that fifty-two years ago, I went for
the first time to a meeting like this. I was a boy
of fourteen years then. I had just been converted;
and one day my father told me of just such a meet-
ing as this., But he did not want to make it too
easy for me. He did not give me $10 to go with,
but he said, “My boy, there is a meeting to be held
about 150 miles from here. If you can save enough
money to go, you can go.” In those days money
was not very plentiful, and how I was to get $1o I
did not know. God knew, and He sent me to my
knees. I asked God that I might be able to go, as
I expected it would be a great spiritual uplift for
me. I need not tell you how, but I got the money,
honestly. It was one of the best investments for
my money I ever made, going to that meeting. I
have been going to them ever since. I don’t know
of a man or woman, keeping in -contact with God
and His beloved people, who does not value the
privileges which God puts within their reach. In-
difference to privileges which God puts before His
people is an indifference towards Himself.

I do not mean that you have to go away from
home for this. We should value first our home
privileges. Make it a point when you are thinking
of going away—on vacation, perhaps—not to for-
get your best blessings. I find people spending all
their time looking up various routes to see which
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they like best; and the first thing that comes back
is a letter stating they forgot to ask for a letter of
introduction to the assembly in the town where
they are stopping. There they are, perhaps, two
or three weeks without the precious privilege of
sitting at the Lord's table there, because they
did not treat God right. And they did not treat
themselves right. Many Christians come back from
their vacations much impoverished in their souls,
but quite satisfied if they have a little more red in
their cheeks.

We turn now to God’s call of His servant Jere-
miah (Jer. 1:5). God's call is the first thing, Any
service that does not come from that Source is not
worth the having. God’s call to service comes not
from human organization. If the Governmenthad
appointed me as an inspector of scales, would I go
around from place to place asking people if they
wished to have me inspect their scales? No, I
would go and inspect them, in obedience to the
Government, and seek to do it thoroughly.

So is God's call. He first saves, then He proves
us, and sends us out with a message from Him;
and He says: ‘“He that hath my word, let him
speak it faithfully.”

Now God says to Jeremiah, ‘1 knew thee
I sanctified thee; I ordained thee.’ What for ?
To send him as God’s messenger to Israel and to
the nations. What does Jeremiah say? He feels
his incompetency. It is a mark of a soul that God
is going to use when he feels his utter inability for
it. No man, who thinks much of himself, will ever
be worth much in the service of God. Jeremiah
says, ‘““Ah, Lord God, I cannot speak, for I am a
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child. But the Lord said unto me: Say not, I am a
child, for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee,
and whatsoever I command thee, thou shalt speak.
Be not afraid of their faces, for I.am with thee to
deliver thee, saith the Lord.” And the balance of
the chapter goes into details of how God works
this out in His dear servant. This man, who felt
he was ‘but a child,” God makes a tower of
strength to carry His word against thé kings of
Judah, against the princes, priests, and the people
of the land.

And what did God say He would make him?
“I have made thee this day a defenced city,
and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the
whole land " (ver. 18). What a contrast—what he
realizes himself to be, and what God is going to
make him. Look, too, at what grace does for us.
In view of moving our hearts to worship, the
apostle says, ‘‘Wherefore remember, that ye being
in time past Gentiles in the flesh;"” he bids us to
see and remember the terrible condition in which
God’s grace found us. He wants us to look back at
the pit whence the grace of God took us, and then
to raise our eyes to the wonderful prospect before
us, and shows us our place in Christ Jesus. He
found us in the pit, and His exceeding grace gives
us a place in glory with Himself.

You who have just been converted to God, and
feel like Jeremiah that you are “but a child,” and
wish that you were more experienced in the ways
of God—wish that you had some gift from Christ to
use for Him, dear young Christian, just look into
His face; cast yourself upon Him, and there you
will find the commission of God to serve your Lord
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just where you are. You do not have to wait for
deeper experience in the ways of God. What you
and all of us need is just to be subject to, and
be guided by the Holy Spirit who has come to en-
able us to glorify our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us now turn to Baruch, Jeremiah's scribe.
We find God’s message to this man in chapter 45.
Mark the date, ‘‘In the 4th year of Jehoiakim, the
son of Josiah, king of Judah” (ver. 1)—at the very
time when the king cut up the roll and burned it,
as we are told in chapter 36, and when Jeremial's
mission (seemed to be a dead failure, at that time
God sent this message to Baruch: ¢ Thus saith the
Lord, the God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch; Thou
didst say, Woe is me now! for the Lord hath added
grief to my sorrow. I fainted in my sighing, and I
find no rest.”

If I don't mistake it, many of God's dear people
are in that position. They think they have more
trouble than they ought to have. They are ready
to find fault with God's ways in this and that other
matter; thus sinning against God who has saved
our guilty souls, and has also provided sufficient
grace for every circumstance in our journey through
the world.

Brethren, how much do we really count upon
God? I recall a meeting once at which Mr. Darby
was expected, but did not come. We waited and
waited, but in vain. The dear aged brother was
taken ill, and God ploughed up our souls. This
came distinctly to me: If Mr. Darby was gone,what
would we have left? Two or three attempts were
made, like trying to put the ark on a new cart. At
last one man got up tremblingly. He read a por-
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tion of Scripture, and said: ‘‘I have a word to say:
Brethren, it is Christ we need for present use.” I
never forgot that meeting—I never could forget
—“Christ for present use.”

I am not here to throw stones at Baruch. Evi-
dently he was a man who loved the Lord—he loved
His truth. He was associated with the man who
dared to write God’s message to the king. There
was 4 revelation from God to Jeremiah, and it was
to be carried by Baruch to the Lord’s people, and
to their king and princes (chap. 36). A revelation
from God seems to puzzles many who suppose them-
selves wise; yet it is perfectly simple. God gave it
by human hands, but He controlled those hands so
that they wrote no thoughts but His. We believe
in the human element as to it; that is, God made
choice of the instrument He meant to use. He
chose Jeremiah, prepared him for the work, let him
feel all his weakness, gave His word, and said:
““Take thee a parchment roll.” The writing was
divine, and it was human as well.

Now if God gives a revelation, it is because man
needs it. God has put a revelation in the Book,
and He wants it to be got out of the Book into the
lives of men. Jeremiah says to Baruch, ““I am
shut up in prison, I cannot go;"” so Baruch is sent
to read God’'s message to the people. Jeremiah
says, ‘“Go thou, and read in the roll, which thou
hast written from my mouth, the words of the Lord
in the ears of the people.” So Baruch put himself
at the gate of the house of the Lord, according to
the command, reading the message all day long,
““Thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah
that come out of their cities. It may be they will
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present their supplication before the Lord, and will
return every one from his evil way.” There was
still a hope for them, as Judah was not yet cut off.
One man of all the hosts that passed in and out
those gates bowed to God's message; that was
Michaiah; he received it and was blessed.

Now we read, ‘ When Michaiah had heard out of
the book all the words of the Lord, then he went
down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s cham-
ber: and, lo, all the princes sat there” (ver. 12).
Mark his zeal after receiving this word of the Lord.
And who can 'make a better preacher than the man
or woman who has just found Christ? Without
heeding the results, Michaiah goes into the king's
house, and he tells them what he had heard and
received, and they say, We would like to hear that
book. So they call for Baruch and tell him, ‘‘Read
it in our ears.”

Baruch may have thought, Now I am going to
have a great haul. One man has been convinced
of the truth, and got me an audience like this—
among all these princes. And Baruch sat down
and read the message in their ears. How dis-
appointing it often is when you think you have got
souls ready to receive the message of God and it
comes out like this! We read as the result, in ver.
19, ‘‘Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide
thee, thou and Jeremiah, and let no man know
where ye be.”

I have had similar experience at times. I call to
memory one evening, going out to distribute tracts
with my father. I believed we were going to have
a good haul of souls. A few days later a woman
sent them all back with a note saying, ‘‘ Here are
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all your papers. We don’t want any of them, nor
any more of your preaching.” Because her hus-
band had received a few tracts, she would not even
read 'his Bible. Then God let her see her worst
side; He showed her the evil in her heart; it broke
her down, and she came to Jesus. If people turn
away from God’s book and its record, He lets the
sin break out; then He says, That is what you
are, as I told you in my Book before.

People won’t believe the Bible. They read the
newspaper, and what do they find? Doesn't it
corroborate what the Bible has said as to the
world: ‘‘From the sole of the foot even unto
the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds,
and bruises, and putrifying sores’’ (Isa.1:6). When
God's word is bowed to, it brings salvation.

Baruch had a hard mission; he had to read God’s
testimony against Jerusalem, against the whole na-
tion; against their king and princes. Thatis nota
pleasant business. We must not shrink from tell-
ing men they are lost before preaching to them
the free grace of God. The prelude to the gospel
is John the Baptist’s testimony, when he made
people confess their sins; then he says: ‘‘ Behold
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
world” (John 1: z29).

Baruch had gone, as bidden, to deliver God’s
message. There was one convert through Baruch’s
message ; and this man gets three others to hear.
(chap. 36 : 25). But poor Baruch seemed cast down,
and God rebukes him for it. It comes from self-
seeking, or unbelief, and he is rebuked for it (chap.
45: 3). He says to Baruch, ‘“Thou didst say, Woe is
me.” ‘“Woe is me” is right for the sinner; it is
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wrong for the child of God—it is a reproach upon
what God is to His people. *‘‘Thou didst say”—
God knows what you have been saying, and He
will not let us pass without rebuke when we dis-
honor Him. O Christian, cut out this self-pity; it
is the bane of a Christian’s life. Don't dishonor
God by thinking yourself abused, and that God is
not dealing just as a Father ought to deal with His
children. If you had your own affairs in your own
hands you might soon find yourself as far away
from God as when Jonah went down to find a ship
going to Tarshish—turned his back on God. Oh,
may the good God call back to Himself to-night
any of us who may have been spending our time in
self-occupation, soured perhaps with the difficulties
of the way, and feeling as if almost everything was
gone. Hear what one had to say when everything
seemed to be gone but God : ‘‘Although the fig
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit te in the
vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the
fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the
stalls: yet I will vejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the
God of my salvation” (Hab. 3: 14, 18). Thanks be
to God, many still are proving the truth of these
words: ‘“We are more than conquerors through
Him that loved us” (Rom. 8: 37).

Notice that God does not speak smooth things to
His servant Baruch. He does not say, I am going
to change things that you may have a comfortable
time. No, He says,‘‘Behold, that which I have built
will I break down, and that which I have planted I
will pluck up, even this whole land. And seekest thou
great things for thyself? - Seek them not: for, be-
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hold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord:
but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all
places whither thou goest” (Jer. 45: 4, 5.). He
would care for Baruch, and for every child of His,
but He will not prophesy smooth things.

Brethren, don't expect smooth things. Don't
say, God will surely spare this or that. Don't say,
If the churches have gone off the track and given
up the faith, ‘‘Brethren” will be true to the last.
If T have learned there was no boasting for me as
a sinner, I must also learn there is none for me as
a saint. I would not say a word to discourage, but
we must put our trust in God—not in man.

God educated Jeremiah, and He wanted to edu-
cate Baruch. Therefore He sent that timid man
out to read that book in the ears of people who did
not want it. I know what this means. Often Sa-
tan has said to me, Why, people don't want it;
what is the good of pushing it to them? But God
wants Baruch to bring to the people the book
He had caused to be written. God put Himself
about to make that Bible more than He did to make
the world. To make the world, ¢‘ He spake, and it
was done; He commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps.
33: 9); but He did not make the Bible like that.
He prepared suited vessels for His testimony, and
to give us this precious treasure He used kings,
priests, princes, poets, scribes and peasants.

The faithful Jeremiah received persecution for
his faithful testimony to king and people. He was
cast down into a dungeon for it. Shall we pity him ?
God will not be a debtor to any. Be sure His full
reward is coming. We may think what wonderful
Christians we are sometimes, because we gave up
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some little thing for our Lord Jesus—when'He gave
up all to save our souls. Christian, how can we
think so much of our little, when He gave up all,
‘‘sold all that He had.” Think of Peter reminding
the Lord of the nets they had left. He says, ‘“We
have left all and followed Thee.” What shall we
get? The Lord did not remind him of how little
was his all; but, as if to rebuke him by the power of
grace, He says, ‘“Ye which have followed Me, in
the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit in
the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones” (Matt. 19: 28)—as much as to say,
I will see that you are not left unpaid. I expect
Peter never talked about it after that.

Now we have, in the king's court, another man
—an Ethiopian eunuch, Ebed-melech by name
(ch. 38 : y-11). This man is moved by what they
had done to God’s servant, Jeremiah. He is on
God’s side, you see. He realized that one must
stand on God's side, or the devil’'s; and he aroused
the king’s conscience, for the time being at least;
and God uses this man to preserve the life of faith-
ful Jeremiah, and he lifts him out of the dungeon.
How comforting it is to see that God has His own
even in the houses of kings. At the given mo-
ment He brings them out, to work His own pur-
poses of love, and care for His own. Youremember
how He used Mordecai and Esther in the house of
Ahasuerus to defeat Haman's purpose, and preserve
the Jewish nation. And God had some dear saints
in Camsar's household " (Phil. 4: 22).

Now, whilst God allows His people and servants
to pass through trials—for their good, though it is
not with fleshly ease——He lets them know that He



48 ApprEss By B. C. GREENMAN

is with them, and will not permit them to be tried
above what they are able to bear. So to Jeremiah
He said, ‘“They shall fight against thee, but z4ey
shall not prevail against thee" (ch. 1: 19). To Ba-
ruch he said, ‘‘Seekest thou great things for thy-
self ? Seek them not, for, behold, I will bring evil
upon all flesh, saith the Lord; but thy life will 1
give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou
goest” (ch. 45 :5). And to Ebed-melech He sent
this word, ‘‘Speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian,
saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel : Behold, I will bring my words upon this
city for evil, . . . but [ will deliver thee in that day,
saith the Lord; and thou skall not be delivered into
the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid, be-
cause thou hast put thy trust in Me"” (ch. g: 16—
18). This world is a place to prove the sufficiency
of our God.

May God give, especially to you dear young peo-
ple, encouragement to follow the Lord Jesus. He
is a good Master; follow Him closely, honor Him
continually, keep near His blessed side, and when
you reach Home, you will have no regret for any
trial or earthly loss you may endure because of
faithfulness to Him, but will thank God for the
all-sufficient and present grace that shall accom-
pany you through this world. But oh, what will it
be to be with Him, when He says, I will cause
those who despise you here to worship before thy
feet, ‘‘and to know that I have loved thee!” May
the thought of it speed our feet through our jour-
ney here, till we reach our Home.



