





Young Believers’ Department

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER
Daily Bible Reading, . .Nov.1st, Dan. 4; 15th, Hosea 6; 30th,

Memory Work. ........Galatians, chap. 4: 17-31 [Amos 4
Good Rt_eading ...... C.H.M.'s Notes on Exodus, pages 95-191

SUPPLEMENTARY CALENDAR".I‘O DECEMBER 15TH
Daily Bible Reading, Dec. 1st, Amos 5; Dec. 15th, Micak 5
Memory Work - ....coovvvvvnvnnnnn Galatians, chap. 5:1-13
Good Reading....C, H. M.'s Notes on Exodus, pages 191-238

You will notice that in the supplementary calendar
I have carried the schedule on till the middle of Dec.
Hereafter we will have it from the middle of each
month to the same time in the next, and in this way
avoid any possible delay in the schedule, owing to
possible lateness of the magazine.

I expect some of us have found Ezekiel a little hard
to read, and have gone on chapter by chapter without
getting very much from it, perhaps. However, you
have read it through, and of course you did find some
striking things as you read. I believe if you would
mark your Bibles, fully noting what strikes you, you
would find more profit and enjoyment inyour readings.

Some have thought the portions for memorizing were
rather small. T have purposely made them so, in order
that an increasing number may take up the work. One
young sister has already finished the Epistle. Don’t
be satisfied with anything short of perfection. It can
be secured by constant revising, especially by reciting
to one another. The remainder of chapter 4 is most
important. '
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“Exodus” speaks for itself. Digest it as you go
along. In connection with our Good Reading Depart-
ment, I hope you are reading the timely article on“The
Young Christian and His Bible,” begun in the October
Help and Food. The next article also, ““ Fellowship with
God or with the World ” should be carefully and
prayerfully read.

To those who have studied Greek at school or colleger
I would say, Keep up the study of the New Testament
in the original. The other day on coming into one of
our meeting rooms I noticed a blackboard with Greek
words, etc., written on it. I was glad to hear that a
class in Greek had been going on for some time. Per-
haps in some other places this could be imitated. We
do not want to pose as great scholars, but it is nice if
a few in each meeting know something of the original
tongue in which the Holy Spirit has imparted the truth
to us. Let us hear from any others who are doing
this work.

Programme for the Coming Year

If the Lord does not come, we hope to continue our
work during the coming year and to make our Depart-
ment more efficient and helpful. The months of the
present year have seen the beginning, but there are a
number of things about which I want to speak in view
of the future.

1. United Prayer. It is our constant daily prayer
that the Lord will bless our Y. B. D., and our dear
brothers and sisters who are interested in it. I hope
you will, if you have not already, join in this prayer.

2. Increased numbers. Every once in a while I am
pleasantly surprised to learn of new young people’s
meetings, and of others who are doing the work ; and
we all want to have others join us in this. Have you
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done all you can in thisway? Let these last two months
of the year be used in widening the Y. B. D. circle.

3. New features. I hope to have fresh and interest-
ing matter for you, but a good deal depends upon your-
selves, by telling of things in your meeting, and what
suggestions you have to offer. Send them in by the
middle of December, to be available for the opening
of the year.

4. Increased circulation. Try to find how many
homes do not take Help and Food, and see how large a
list you can send in for next year. The cost is so little
—only 60 cts. a year (for Canada and foreign countries,
70-cts.); and surely some one can take these new sub-
scriptions, and send with the money order to New York,
or turn them in to your little Depot, if you have one.

The Nexus

Some time back, I was present at a young peoples’
meeting which was considering important questions as
to certain features of the work, and one matter under
discussion was who were to be invited to attend. So
let me say a few words on the subject.

There are two dangers, from opposite sides, as to
young peoples’ meetings. One is in having so many
old people taking part that it overshadows the meeting
and silences the young. The other is making the older
folks feel as if they were intruders. There is no need
for either of these. In fact it is only when a wrong
feeling prevails that they will appear. If older folks
have the right spirit they will be only too glad to see
the young people taking hold, and the younger ones
should always value the presence and encouragement
of those who are a little further along.

There is also always a link, which I have called the
nexus, between the young and the old—those who are
not exactly the one or the other. Where a loving spirit
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prevails such distinctions or barriers disappear. There
is really no dividing line between young and old, and
to attempt to make one is a mistake. Those who would
be most in question are some of the most valuable
elements in the young people’s work. And the young
people recognize this in the main. In short, welcome
older ones who with a youthful spirit, enter into the
work of the young folks. All will be profited by this.

Correspondence
THE FOLLOWING IS FROM THE BAHAMAS:

“We saw your ‘Y. B.D. in Help and Food, and
thought how nice and cheering it would be to be in
fellowship with such a movement among Christians.
You may kindly enter our names on your list of Daily
Readers . . . How refreshing it is to know, that al-
though far away from each other, we may be in com-
munion with one common Father.” Signed by 12.

“Help and Food has just arrived, and I am de-
lighted to see the questions. .. I have done quite a
lot of memorizing before, but never have been able to
retain what I learned until I commenced Galatians,
and learning a verse a day gives one S0 much time
for reviewing. The Notes on Exodus are beautiful; I
just love them. They are so necessary, with the Word,
for spiritual growth, as our daily food for strengthen-
ing our bodies.”

““The following young people at S— have signified
their desire to follow the calendar laid out by you
each month in the Department for Young Believers in
Help and Food (10 names). All seem very much in-
terested, and will try and send you full details after
the next meeting.” :

Hearty welcome to these dear young friends, and
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may they be a strong link in our united work and
service.

The Character of the Young People’s Meeting

You will remember the question was raised by one
of our correspondents a while ago. A number have
replied, and I will try to cull from their answers what
seems to me to be the truth regarding these meetings.

“When I wrote the statement referred to in Sept.
Help and Food, 1 was not conscious of saying anything
contrary to God’s Word, so I am glad that the subject
has been brought up ... I have read carefully 1 Cor.
14:34,35, and 1 Tim. 2: 11. This last verse seems
to apply more to the class we are having, as our
young people’s meeting. What scripture have we on
which we can act as Sunday-school teachers, or take
part in our regular Sunday-school class?”

The two notes following show how God blesses the
service of a young sister in an office. The notes are
by a Jewess, and speak for themselves.

“Dear Miss—, Here are the books which I have read,
and for which I cannot thank you enough. They have
torn away many prejudices and have shown me the
wonderful truth. I only feel sorry now for the rest of
my people, that they do not realize the grave mistake
they have made in refusing the Lord Jesus as their
Deliverer, for it was Jesus God sent them, and they
would not believe it; and I am so joyous to find out
for myself that it ia He to whom I can turn for com-
fort. Thank you again for the great happiness which
you have brought to me.”

The next note, written some time later, shows how
God is leading on this dear soul.

“Dear Miss—, Thank you very much for letting me
read this little story, ‘Charlie Coulson.! I am very
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glad to tell you that it did not have to make me more
convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, I feel now very
happy in the thought that He is my Saviour; and can
never thank you enough for helping me to come to
Him. This man’s story does come home to me, for
that is exactly what my experience will be when my
own folks hear of my conversion. But my Lord will
help me and give me strength to bear my pain, caused
because of it. I only pray that my mother will not
take it too hard; she is really the only one whom I
fear to hurt. But I shall pray that she will not be too
pained, and I know the Lord will hear my prayers.
I know too that I appreciate your interest, and how
happy it has made me.”

Let .us pray for this dear girl, and that her mother
too may be brought into the light.

The Question Box

I am glad to get some answers, but not nearly
enough to show a general interest in this part of
our work. Why not give out these questions in the
young people’s meeting to different ones, who will
bring in their answers, and after discussing them, the
results could be sent on ? '

Q. 1. Did Judas partake of the Lord’s Supper ?

A. 1. “Judas did not partake ... because we read
in John that he went out, it being night, after partak-
ing of the passover.”

A.2. “Judas did partake of the Lord’s Supper,
because it says, ‘And they all drank of it’” (Mark 14 ;
23; Matt. 26 : 27).

I think the first answer is correct. The passages in
the other Gospels do not give exactly the order in
time, but the moral order, or order of subject. This
explains the apparent presence of Judas at the Lord’s
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Supper. On the other hand, we must not lay too great
stress on the supposed presence of the traitor, as allow-
ing the unconverted, or wicked person, now to partake
of the Lord's Supper. “ With such an one not to eat”
settles that as to our responsibility.

Q. 2. Is there any scripture reason for memorizing
the Bible ?

A. 1. “The scriptures for memorizing are, I find,
Col. 3:16; Jer. 15: 16; Ps. 119, ““ Thy word have I hid
in my heart,” etc. )

A. 2. “Timothy is spoken of as knowing the Scrip-
tures from a child. (See also 1 Tim. 4:6.)”

Q. 3. “Will we be with Christ on the Great White
Throne ?”

This was answered in October number. But that
does not mean other answers will not be welcome.

Q. 4. In Gal 1: 6, what is “another gospel ?”

A.1. “I think ‘another gospel’ refers to going
back to thelaw, when they had heen delivered from it.”

A, 2. “It is anything apart from the gospel of
Christ (Rom. 1: 16), which is the power of God unto
salvation.”

There are two words used by the apostle here, in the
Greek, “ a different gospel, which is not another;” that
is, there can be but one real gospel; anything else is
a different thing altogether. Thus there are many
kinds of apples, of which we could say there are other
varieties, but a peach would not be “another;” it
would be a different fruit altogether., Both the an-
swers given are correct.

Here are some more questions for next time. Let us
have more answers—and promptly, please.

Q. 5. What is the meaning of Is. 42:19, “Who is
blind, but my servant,” etc. ? :

Q. 6. Is there any scripture to tell us king Saul was
not a saved man?




SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK AND LESSONS

It does not seem amiss to speak to the readers of HELP
AND Foop on a subject of supreme importance—the care
and instruction of the young in the word of God. Humanly
speaking, the young are the hope of the future testimony
of the Chureh of God, should the Lord tarry.

The first and chief care rests upon the Christian parents
to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord. But even where this is done—as is sadly not
always the case—Lhe instruction of the home is effectually
supplemented by o properly established and conducted
Sunday-school ; and none appreciate this more than godly,
earnest parents,

Apart however from the families of Christinns, are the
multitudes who care neither for their own nor the salvation
of their children. Here is the great field for gospel work.
Whether in heathen lands, or country districts, or the
crowded cities of our own land, the cry of multitudes of
children is, ** Come and help us.” There can be no question
that for these the Sunday-school is absolutely necessary.
Shall the children of God be indifferent to this need ?

In connection with this work, it is of the first importance
that children should be furnished with properly selected
lessons from Scripture. Certain features of these lessons
may be named. As the Word of God is inspired, not only
in its truths, but in the form in which that truth is pre-
sented, it seems clear that the Scriptures should be studied
consecutively, and not piecemeal. This applies specially to
the great fundamental portions of the New Testament—
the four Gospels and the Epistles. These present, in brief,
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ and the effect of His
salvation,

It has been thought well therefore to male these iwo
features the centre round which all other lessons are
grouped. Thus in a course upon the whole Bible, covering
eight years, one half of a Gospel would be given each year,
say, four months’ lessons, A like period would.be devotied
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to some of the Epistles—chapter by chapter in both cases.
This would be followed by lessons from the historical books
of the Old Testament, sufliciently representative to give a
fair outline of the book from which they were taken. The
remainder of the year would be occupied with briefer out-
lines of doctrinal subjects, or a series upon the great ont-
standing features of prophetic teaching. Each year would
thus furnish an ¢ outline of sound words” covering the
galient truths of our precious heritage—the Bible—and the
entire course of eight years supplying instruetion in the
greater part of the entire Scriptures.

The following proposed schedule for 1920 is submitted
for the prayerful consideration of all interested in Sunday-
school work. It is hoped to have a weekly study of them
in the Sunday-school Vigitor, issued by the same publishers,

PROPOSED LESSONS FOR 1920

Jan. 4. The Son of David and of Abrabam....... Matt, 1
11. The wise men from the Bagt.. -+ .. o.... LU
18, John the Baptist and our Lord’s Baptism ¢ 3
25, Our Lord’s temptation and call of disciples ¢ 4
Feb. 1, The truly blessed—their relation to earth ** §:1-16
8. Not to destroy but to fulfil.............. o5 17-48
15. True relatlonship with God............. “o8
22. Simplieity and loyalty.....oovvvnevinenn o
29. The works of the King.......c.. .vvtenn LLE ]
Mar. 7. Not the righteous, hut sinners,.......... o9
14. The diseiples sent forth................. 10
21, A rejected Saviour...........cciiiiiinn "oq1
28. The rejected Pharisees......c.cveeee.uns 19
April 4. The parable of the Sower.....oecvvuvtunn  13:1-93
11. Other parables of the kingdom .......... “ 13:94-58
18. The rejection of our Lord manifest,..,,.. ¢ 14
25. The Son of God—grenter than angels, Heb. chs, 1—2 : 4
May 2. The Son of Man—lower than nngels..... 9. 518,
9. The Apostle and Iligh Priest........ Ieb, chs, 3, 4
16. The qualificntion of the priest........... ‘B
23, Tolding fagh v vvvvivnr i iiiinnns 48

30. The true Melohizedek.........covvveis, "oy
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June 6. The Old and the New Covenants......... "B

13. The sanctuary and the saorifice.......... LU

20. Entranoce into the holiest......erevvsere. 110

27. The trinmphs of Faith (1)......... .\, 411:1-18
July 4. The trinmphs of faith (2).............. . 4 11:17-40

11, Enduring totheend...ooovvvnnneaninnnn 12

18. Outside the cAMP....oeuvueienenavaenn 913

25, The seven days of creation....... ,Genesis chs, 1—2: 3
Ang. 1. The garden and ita responsibilities,...... ** 2:4-2

8. The Fall and ita consequences. . ..., ‘3

15, The two seeds and theirend ........... . %46

292, Noszh and the flood.....  eraaeserieanens “ 5—8

29. A new test for the earth.......cc.avaen “4 9—11:26
Sept. 5. The oall of Abraham ..... e 11:26—12:9

12, The faiture and restoration of Abraham.. ‘¢ 12:10—13

19, The great promise............ e “o14-17

26. The intercessor.......«crsesss venaeiaas ‘18, 19
L0 R - . T 2124

10. Jacob and Esau—a contrast,......v.e.. 9p-27

17. Jacob at Bethel and in Padan-Aram..... ‘4 28-30

924, Jacoh's TEBUID. ... vevvervrrnansanneess t 31-35

31. Joseph and his sufferings, ... ..ovviunenn, ¢ 36-40
Nov. 7. Joseph exalted. oeremiiviinniionanienn, 41

14, Joseph and his brethren .......... (..., “ 42-46

21. Last days of Jaoob and Joseph .......... O 47-50

28. The Deity of Christ ....ovovvresenen +...Jno. 1:1-18
Dec. 5. The Humanity of our Lord...........v0s Ps. 16

12. The life and ministry of our Lord........ Luke 4 : 16-37

19, Thedeath of ourLord Gal.1:4,65; 2:20,21; 3:13,14;
[4:4,5;5:24; 6:14-16

26. The resurreotion and gloryof our Lord. ..Rom. 4 : 23-25;
[B:31-39

A letter with questions as to New Birth, etc., tecetved too late
for answer In Oct, No. has been misfaid, and cannot therefore be
answeted this month. Will the writer kindly tepeat the questions,
and oblige the Editor,




UNANSWERED PRAYER

RAYER is the very essence of communion

with God, In prayer, the soul and spirit of
man hold converse with God, who is a Spirit. It
holds a high place in the Christian life, Qur Lord
prayed, and taught His disciples to pray. So marked
a feature was it of the early Christians that Jews
and Romans spcke of them as, *“They who call
upon the name of Jesus.”

Let us look at one phase of this important theme,
viz., unanswered prayer. How are we to reconcile
with this Christian belief and teaching, the number
of prayers that are continually offered, and from
all that we can see are offered in vain? The cry
goes up, but the TFather's ears seem closed, as
though He did not hear. How many Christians are
presenting petitions for some personal object, for
which they plead, and their plea is not granted.

A partial solution is to be found in this: men
forget that prayer is more than a privilege; there
is a law connected with prayer. Just as God has
instituted certain laws by which He operates in the
realm of nature, so certain laws operate in His
spiritual kingdom. And as in nature definite re-
sults are dependent upon the observance of certain
divinely established laws, even so in the realm of
grace God has ordained that certain results can be
produced alone by the observance of certain laws
or conditions. And as a scientist who would disre-
gard natural laws would fail in his experiments, so
if we disregard the spiritual laws conditioning
prayer, we cannot expect to have it answered,

What are some of these mistakes, errors and mis-
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apprehensions which largely account for what are
called unanswered prayers? Onme cause is the sel-
Jfishness of too many prayers. Prayer was never
meant to be all petition, all asking, all seeking, all
getting. In fact, the spirit of prayer should be one
of happy dependence and of gratitude. Our hearts
should move us, with prayer, to give glory to God,
praise Him for His perfections, and give thanks for
His loving-kindnesses, and recount His beneficent
providences. But where men think only of ziesm-
selves, of something they want, prayer is radi-
cally defective. And this selfishness is shown, too,
in asking only for material things. Reverently we
may say that God does not like a beggarly attitude
in a seeking of earthly gifts,

True prayer is a longing for divine communion.
It is the soul in its better hours, in its loftier
moods, pouring forth its most ardent love,. in
deepest and humblest penitence, in highest hopes
and aspirations, to the ear of our divine Friend.
As some pupil looks admiringly into the face of his
noble teacher, or as some child approaches an affec-
tionate father or mother, so our. spirit addresses
its deepest thoughts and feelings to Him who is
kinder than the kindest, nobler than the noblest,
friendlier than the friendliest.

Love is the true motive-spring of prayer. As
Coleridge's lines run:

‘“ He prayeth best who loveth hest
All things both great and small.”

This is true prayer where it is worshipful and spir-
itual, instead of merely material, and where it is
an unselfish pleading for the bodies and souls of
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others.  Such a worshiper will not fail of blessed
answer, as he who prays otherwise is most apt to fail.

Another cause of unanswered prayer arises from
a misunderstanding as to how God answers prayer.
The promise of God is not always that He will an-
swer our petitions by removing particular evils, or
by granting specific requests, but that He will give
us the grace and strength to meet the emergency
and to endure and overcome the trial. This is the
meéaning of that passage: " But God is faithful who
will not suffer you to be tempted above what yeare
able; but will with the temptation also make a way
of escape, that ye may be able to bear it.,”” That
is, prayer was not always meant to take away trial
or its pain, any more than a sense of duty in wait-
ing upon the sick takes away the danger of infec-
tion; but it preserves the strength of the whole
spiritual man, so that we can bear the trial without
falling into despondency or sin. A sorrow comes
upon you. Omit prayer, and you fall out of God's
sustaining in the temptation. You get angry, hard
of heart, and restless in times of trial, but meet it
with prayer, cast your care upon God, claim Him
as your Father, submit yourself to what He per-
mits to come upon you, then the embittering
effects of pain and sorrow pass away, and a stream
of strengthening and softening grace pours into
the soul. Were we to go upon our knees with this
aim and purpose when in temptation or trouble,
there would not be so many complaints of un-
answered prayers. Nay, we would find that, ‘‘ The
name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous
runneth into it, and is safe.”

Another cause of ineffectual prayer is falling
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away from God. Some people pray in times of
need, or in straits, when they otherwise do mnot
come to God; for irreligious people are by no
means without occasions when they pray. This was
the case with king Saul. “And when Saul inquired
of the Lord, the Lord answered him not, neither
by dreams, nor by visions, nor by prophets.”

Our unanswered prayers are chiefly the fault of
our low spiritual state. To live in worldliness, in
religious apathy and sin, and then seek an audience
with God, is well-nigh akin to sacrilege.

The great preacher Spurgeon declared that he
had no unanswered prayer, Why? He lived and
worked in the presence of God. He prayed with
a child's simplicity, and with a child's unques-
tioning faith. And such a life and such prayers
God could not but hear and honor. To turn away
from sin, to overcome evil tempers and to walk
with Christ in daily fellowship of spirit, are neces-
sary to have power with God, and avoid ineffectunal
prayer.

Yet another explanation of unanswered prayer
is found in our Lord's reply to Zebedee's wife when
she came worshiping Him and desiring a certain
great favor of Him for her sons James and John,
Truly she had followed Jesus from Galilee, and
was to prove her fidelity at the cross and sepulchre,
She had given her two soms to Christ. She had
faith, devotion, and sacrifice to voice her prayer.
But Jesus replied, ‘‘ You know not what you ask,”
and explained to the disappointed mother that what
she thought honor and glory for her sons meant a
baptism of trial and pain severer than human na-
ture might be able to endure. Aye, how often our



UNANSWERED PRAYER 313

prayers are unanswered for this reason, ‘‘that we
know not what we ask.” That thorn which we so
pleaded to have taken away is a precious discipline
of grace. That joy, that prosperity, that prize,
for which our soul so yearns, would prove the very
worst thing for us, a hurt to our peace of mind and
health of spirit. When the Israelites murmured at
the manna, and prayed for flesh, we read, ‘“And
God gave them their request, but sent leanness
into their souls.” They knew not what they asked,
and their complaining prayer was answered to their
hurt, because God would thus show His displeasure.
And how often we have asked for things, and felt
pained that we did not get them, when God, by
withholding the request was saying: ‘‘ My child,
you know not what you ask; but I do, and in love
grant not your request to your sorrow and hurt.”

Prayer is indeed a precious privilege. For needy
sinful men and women to be permitted to come
into the presence of the infinitely great and holy
God in prayer, to make confession unto Him, to
unburden before Him the troubles and cares which
weigh heavily upon them, and to present their re-
quests for needed strength, wisdom and guidance,
is a privilege that cannot be overestimated.

And to the sincere child of God, let us be as-
sured, there are no wunanswered prayers. For
either the petition is directly granted, or helping
grace is given, which in God's sight is a far richer
answer. Let us but ask aright, as directed by the
Holy Spirit and the Scriptures, and leave the an-
swer to Him whose Word cannot be broken,

—Selected.



“SON OF THE HIGHEST !”
(Luke 1:32)

OncE at the end of ages

A wondrous Child appeared—
ETERNAL and ALMIGHTY—

By angel hosts revered.

O paradox of wonder—
ImMoRrTAL, yet must die!
He only filled the manger
In death’s dark tomb to lie.

Since He was the ALMIGHTY,
No outward power compelled

Him on the cross to suffer—
By love He was impelled.

Not all the power of demons,
Nor earth and hell combined,

Could nail Him to the gibbet
Had He been disinclined.

Yes, it was Jove that brought Him,
And love that held Him there,
Upon that tree of anguish,
That we His joys might share

Since He was the ETErRNAL,
He only could provide
For man’s eternal blessing

By being crucified.

Oh, love supreme—unfathomed!
Oh, love revealed below—

Love that to guilty mortals
Came down through seas of woe!

O ransomed soul, adore Him!
Praise, praise His peerless name,
For coming from the glory
To bear our sin and shame,
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Peal forth your happy anthems,
‘While pressing on your way
To join the choir immortal,
To sing His praise for aye.

For He alone is worthy
Of heaven’s endless praise;
To Him all heirs of glory
Shall their hosannas raise.

C. C. CROWSTON,

CHANGED INTO HIS IMAGE
(2 Cor,, chap 3.)

HILST solemnly recognizing man’s respon-

" sibility to answer for himself, Christianity
puts the believer on an entirely different ground.
This is the first principle and basis of all Christian
truth, that there is a Mediator between man and
God. Because man could not come to God, Christ
has taken up the cause of man, and worked out an
acceptance for him,

Two things are brought out in this chapter as the
result of this. ‘“Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty”—the liberty of grace; and we be-
come the ‘‘epistles of Christ,” (blotted ones in our-
selves, no doubt) but we are not epistles of our-
selves, but epistles of Christ, ‘‘written with the
Spirit of the living God.” Though in ourselves
most imperfect and failing, the Spirit of God says
of a Christian that he is an epistle, or transcript
of Christ.

Now the natural thought of many a soul is this:
‘'Well, if that be true, I do not know what to think
of myself; I do not see this tramscript in myself.”
No; and you ought not to see it. Moses did not see
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his own face shine. Moses saw the glory in God’s
face, and others saw Moses’ face shine. We look on
the face of Christ in glory (ver. 18), and yet are
not afraid; nay, we find liberty, comfort, and joy in
looking at it; because Christ in glory is the expres-
sion of what by His death and resurrection He has
purchased for us, and the Spirit has come to minis-
ter this to our souls, through faith. It is Christ
alive in the glory that we see: not Christ down here
(sweet as that was), but Christ at the right hand of
God. Yet though that glory is in the heavens, we
may stedfastly behold it. And that glory in which
Christ is with God, does not affright us now, be-
cause this wonderful truthis seen and declared in
the face of a Man who has put away our sins, and
who is there in proof of it (Heb. 1: 3).

How comes He there ? He is the Man there who
down here mixed with publicans and sinners—the
friend, the Saviour of such. He is the Man who
has borne the wrath of God on account of sin; He
is the Man who has borne my sins in His own body
on the tree. This is the language of faith. I see
Him there comsequent upon the putting away of
my sin : because He has accomplished my redemp-
tion. The more I see the glory of Christ, the more
I see the perfectness of the work that Christ has
wrought, and of the righteousness wherein I am
accepted. The glory now shines in the face of Him
who has confessed my sins as His own, and died for
them on the cross; of One who has glorified God on
the earth, and finished the work that the Father
had given Him to do. The glory that I see is the
glory of redemption. Having glorified God about
our sin, God has glorified Him with Himself there.
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When I see Him in that glory, instead of seeing
my sins I see that they are gone. I have seen my
sins laid on the Mediator: I have seen my sins laid
upon my Substitute, and they have been borne
away. So much has God been glorified by Christ
about my sins that it is the title of Christ to be
there at the right hand of God; so I am not afraid
to look at Christ there. Where are my sins now?
They are put away for ever. He who bore them
all has been received up to the throne of God, and
no sin can be there.

Now, with open face beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, we are ‘*changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit
of the Lord.” It isthe Holy Spirit, taking of the
things of Christ and revealing them to the soul,
that is the power of present practical conformity
to Christ—delighting in Clirist, feasting upon Christ,
loving Christ! He is the model, and by the Spirit
He is formed in the believer’s heart and soul. The
Christian thus becomes the epistle of Christ: he
speaks for Christ, owns Christ, acts for Christ. He
does not want tobe rich, he has unsearchable riches
in Christ. He does not want the pleasures of the
world; he has pleasures at God’s right hand for
evermore,

Does the heart still say, ‘‘Oh, but I do not see
this transcript in myself " No; but you see Christ;
is not that better? It is not looking at myself, but
looking at Christ, that is God's appointed means for
my growing in the likeness of Christ. Would I
copy the work of some great artist? It isnot by
fizxing mine eyes on the imitation, and being taken
up with regrets about my failings that I shall suc-
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ceed, but by looking at my model, by fixing mine
eyes there, tracing it in its various points, and get-
ting into its spirit.

Mark the comfort of this. The Holy Ghost hav-
ing revealed to your soul Christ in the glory as the
assurance of your acceptance, you can look without
fear, and therefore stedfastly at that glory, and
rejoice at the measure of its brightness. Stephen,
full of the Holy Ghost, could look up stedfastly into
heaven (doubtless in his case it was with more than
ordinary power), and see the glory of God and
Jesus standing on the right hand of God; and his
face shone as the face of an angel; and like his
Master, he prays for his very murderers. Stephen,
died, saying, ‘‘Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge;” Christ had died, saying, ‘‘Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” There
was the expression of Christ’s love for his very mur-
derers. By the Holy Spirit Stephen was changed,
and that in a blessed way, into the same image—
Christ was shining in his face.

Looking peacefully and happily at the glory of
God as seen in the face of Jesus Christ, we walk
before God in holy confidence. Instead of being
happy and at liberty in Satan’s world, the Christian
dreads Satan, because he knows himself, At ease
in the presence of God, he there drinks into the
spirit of that which befits the presence of God, and
becomes.the ‘¢ epistle of Christ” to the world.

Well, what a difference! May we more and more
make our boast in Him in whose face all this glory
is displayed—the Lamb of God who has died for us,
and cleansed away our sins by His own precious
blood. —Adapted from J. N, D,



ON BINDING AND LOOSING IN THE KING-
DOM AND IN THE ASSEMBLY
(Read Matthew 16:19; 18:18; John 20: 23.)

T is of great importance that we understand the
sense in which binding and loosing,or remitting
and retaining sins, is committed by the Lord to His
people. Let me first say that eternal forgiveness
of sins in relation to the throne of God is never
put in man's hands. It is God’'s prerogative alone,
When our blessed Lord was here upon the earth,
He forgave sins as His sovereign right., He for-
gave them fully, and eternally, even as He does
now from the throne of God in heaven. It should
be plain to every one that the forgiveness of sins
in connection with the throne of God is never put
in the power of, never delegated to, any man. But
there is such a thing as government, and discipline,
in connection with the kingdom of heaven and in
connection with the Church also, though they are
quite distinct one from the other.

I call your attention to the fact that in the 16th
chapter, the pronouns are all in the singular, ‘I
will give unto zZes the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; and whatsoever thox shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever f/kon
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
But in the 18th chapter, where the Lord speaks
of the assembly, there we read, ‘* Whatsoever ye
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and
whatsoever pe shall loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven."” In John zo: 23 we find again that the
plural y¢ is used. From this simple fact we gather
that government and discipline in connection with
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the kingdom of heaven is individual, while govern-
ment and discipline in connection with the assem-
bly is collective.

The expression, ‘‘ Keys of the kingdom of heav-
en" suggests authority. We must not hastily con-
clude, however, that because the Lord is address-
ing Peter personally, He limits His words to Peter;
for while Peter had spoken out his own persomal
faith, it is representative of the other disciples;
and not merely of t4em, but of the family of faith.
It was the belief and confession of the disciples that
Jesus was the Son of the living God, and in declar-
ing this, Peter confesses what was the faith of his
fellow-disciples. _

The Lord said unto him, ‘‘ Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And
I say unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my Church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Itis the keys
of the kingdom of lieaven," not the keys of the
Church that the Lord speaks of, The keys of ke
churck cannot be found anywhere. The keys of the
kingdom of heaven is undoubtedly a symbolic ex-.
pression. The children of faith, as Peter was, are
authorized to administer the affairs of the kingdom
of heaven. They individually have authority from
the Lord to act for Him in the affairs of the king-
dom of heaven. They are individually entitled not
only to receive into the kingdom, but to teach
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what the Lord has commanded. In the last chapter
of Matthew, the Lord says,‘‘All power is given unto
Me, in heaven and in earth” and He commissions
His disciples to go to all nations, discipling them
to the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe whatsoever He
has commanded-—not teach anything we please,
but *“ whatsoever I have commanded you."

I pass on to what is more distinctly before my
mind. Not only is the introduction into the king-
dom, and the teaching, committed to the children
of the kingdom, but government therein also.

By way of illustration: Suppose that onewith the
evil teaching of C. T. Russell should come, saying,
“] am a disciple of Christ,and I want to join with
you in this work.” Knowing him to be a teacher
of error which blasphemes our Lord, have I indi-
vidual authority to deny him any part in the Lord's
work ? Is the servant of Christ entitled to shut
the door upon such an one?—‘*'binding " him, as
far as in him lies? This is not going to the assembly
for its action upon such an one, but the individual
exercise of the authority conferred by the Lord
upon those that confess Him. Our Lord’s words
here in Matt, 16: 19 surely do give this authority.

As is our responsibility in matters of doctrine,
so is it also as to conduct, A person may be quite
orthodox in doctrine but wicked in practice. My
conduct towards him is to be the same as toward
the other. In all this let us remember it is
acting in our individual responsibility as disciples
of Christ, in faithfulness to Him.

We have examples of this in Scripture. In Acts
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8: o—13,we read that when Philip went down to the
city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them,
a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime
used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria,
also believed and was baptized, beholding the mir-
acles and signs which were done through Philip,

There is not the slightest indication that the
Spirit of God is casting any reflection upon His
servant or his work; but, rather, puts the stamp of
His approval upon both. In verses 18-zo, however,
Simon's inward thoughts and heart are revealed,
as he offered money, saying: ‘‘Give me also this
power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may re-
ceive the Holy Ghost.” Then Peter, acting on his
own personal responsibility as a disciple of the
kingdom of heaven, binds Simon's sin upon him.
It clearly illustrates the binding and loosing in the
kingdom of heaven.

We pass on now to the 18th chapter. Assembly
action is now before us. Here, the Lord commits
to those gathered to His name His authority to main-
tain government and discipline #n zhe assembly.
Therefore, as already stated, the pronouns now are
all in the plural—it is ye, not thou. It is very ap-
parent that it is not individual but collective re-
sponsibility and action we have here. This is plainly
shown in two cases to which I shall refer.

The matter of recovering a brother who has fal-
len into sin is put before us in Matt. 18: 15—20.
There is to be individual activity first. The person
knowing the fact is first responsible to do every-
thing in his power to recover the brother. The
time to make the matter public is not come. He
must first endeavor to recover the transgressor
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from the sin into which he has fallen. If he fails.
in this, he is to seek the help of one or two others
to recover the brother from his sin. If they succeed
the matter need go no further. If they fail, our
instructions are, ‘‘ Tell it to the assembly,” and it
now becomes the responsibility and concern of the
assembly., I mean that there should be no disci-
‘plinary action on the part of one or two or more in
the assembly, but the assembly as suc/k is acting.
The assembly receives its information from two or
more witnesses, but if these should force their
judgment upon the assembly, it is usurpation on
their part. No individual or individuals in the
assembly has authority from the Lord to act for,
or independently of, the assembly as such.

And this is as true with regard to questions of
eonduct as with doctrine. Both are to be deter-
mined by the Scriptures. No individual is to im-
pose upon the assembly Zzs standard of holiness or
righteousness. The standard is to be found in the
word of God. Z7kat is to be our standard for wha.t
we believe and do. :

We turn to Scripture for one or two illustrations.
1 Corinthians 5 gives us the case of an immoral
man of whom the apostle writes to the assembly
at Corinth, and says, ‘' Therefore put away from
among yourselves that wicked person” (ver. 15).
1t is the assembly who is directed by the apostle to
put away the wicked person from among them-
selves. The assembly has the responsibility and
the authority from the Lord to maintain the truth,
righteousness and holiness in the house of God. Is
an individual to rise in the assembly and say, ‘‘So
and so is a wicked person, and I demand that he be
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put away? That would be usurping authority and
acting in independency. It is for the assembly as
such to declare that so or so is a wicked person,
and in the name of the Lord to put away the evil
from among themselves.

In Acts g: 23—28, fellowship and reception among
the saints is in.question. Some three years after
Saul's conversion he returns to Damascus, and the
Jews take counsel to kill him. ‘‘Then the disciples
took him by night, and let him down by the wall
in a basket. And when Saul was come to Jeru-
salem, he essayed to join himself to the disciples;
but they were all afraid of him, and believed not
that he was a disciple” (vers. 25, 26). They did not
accept him on his own testimony. How long this
continued, we are not told, but the fact is recorded
that they refused him Christian association wuntil
“‘ Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apos-
tles, and declared unto them how he had seen the
Lord in thé way, and that He had spoken to him,
and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in
the name of Jesus.” It is not a matter of Saul's own
testimony only now, but of Barnabas. Testimony
-as to myself may be true, but is not competent tes-
timony unless it is confirmed. That is what we
have here. Saul's testimony is confirmed by that
of another, Then we read, ‘“And he was with them
coming in and going out at Jerusalem.” He is
acknowledged now by the apostles and brethren,
and received by the assembly. His reception was
not the act of Barnabas, but of the assembly. I
believe this is a pattern case which the assembly
shonld follow and act upon.

Of course if the person is well known there is no
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need of repeating such introduction. The apostle
says of himself in 2 Cor. 3:1, 2—**Need we, as some
others, letters of communication to you, or from
you?' ‘The Corinthians themselves were the fruits
of his labors; and how well known he was in all
the assemblies! But it applies to a stranger, or
one seeking for fellowship among the saints; and
we are to ‘‘lay hands suddenly on no man.” Here
in 2z Cor. 3, we find that letters of commendation
were given and received among the assemblies of
God. Does an unknown brother come in an assem-
bly, it is our duty to inquire: Where does he come
from? Has he aletter from a well-known assem-
bly or brother ? and if not, why mot? It is easy
enough to bring a letter in going to distant parts
where one is unknown—there is no difficulty to pro-
cure a letter if one is entitled to it. It is right and
scriptural to demand one accrediting the bearer by
those known to us. Our Lord Jesus even said as
to Himself, *“If I bear witness concerning Myself,
my witness is not true,”"—i. ¢., it is not competent.
If the Lord Jesus was willing to subject His testi-
mony to confirmation, we may well regard it as a
safe example for us to follow. ‘
And this is not questioning the veracity of the
person presenting himself, but of following the
Scripture admonition of ‘‘laying hands suddenly
on no man." Christian fellowship is to be in the
light and in truth; it should rest on competent tes-
timony, to the peace of our hearts, and the honor
of our Lord. C. CRAIN.



A WORD OF ADMONITION

WHEN barely out of my teens, I had a desire to serve my
Lord and Saviour. Having acquired the printer’s trade,
though other lines of business were also open to me, & mor-
bid sentiment seemed to press upon me to abandon my
means of livelihood to serve the Lord by printing tracts
and give them out freely, trusting to the Lord for support.

After forty years I look back with thankfulness to the

Lord for preserving me from following the mere feelings of
my heart to engage in a course for whieh T was so unfit,
and which would only have involved stumbling and con-
fusion for myself and others. That the Lord regarded the
love which had given rise to the thought, I doubt not, but
that He preserved me from committing myself to this
course, I now count as His mercy.
* Romans 12: 3, “Not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think,” is a word that should be heeded by
such as would go forth in the Lord’s service to the Church
at large, counting upon the Lord, through His people, to
care for their temporal needs and of those dependent upon
them, If 1 Tim. 5:4-10 is so specific as to relieving the
saints at large of business that belongs to other shoulders,
surely none should lightly take a position claiming susten-
ance by the Lord’s people.

Moses, in great zeal, was only too ready to begin the de-
liverance of his brethren, but after forty years in the Lord’s
school at the back of the desert (earning his own living,
evidently), became conscious of his uafitness; it was then
the Lord constrained him to His service.

Various measures of gift are to be found in members of
the assemDblies who go on in “honest trades for necessary
uses’ (Titus 3: 14, margin), yet obeying 2 Tim.2: 4, “ No man
that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life,
that he may please Him who hath chosen him tobe a soldier.”

“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God’ (1 Pet. 4: 10), but let us not divert from the
real ¢ gifts ” which the Lord has given to the Church that
sustenance which is their rightful due, TFaithful stewards
are to be wise in withholding as well as giving.

J. B. H. STIMEON.



Answers to Questions

Ques, 21.—Can you help me about s difficulty I have as to
how divine life is implanted in the soul? We nnderstand the
sinner iz dead—a dead man can do nothing. He can’t hear in
order to believe. ‘‘ You hath He quickened.’” Would it be cor-
rect to say, God quickens a man to enable him to exercise faith
in Jesus and His work, for salvation? If eo, quickening or new
birth comes before believing ar faith, or even repentance.

Tet me torn it round a little. How can a dead man repent?
If he does repent, has not a divine work of God talken place in his
soul? Then he was born again before he really repented.

This seems to remove man from responsibility; yet, ‘‘He that be-
lieveth not is condemned already,’’ would indicate man’s respon-
sibility. Was the jailor, in Aocts 16, horn ngain even if he did not
know it, when he said, ‘' What must I do to be saved ?”

Wonld it be correct to say that Cornelins was born agnin before
he saw Peter, but not sealed, or in the Christian state? After
seeing Peter, he then knew salvation, and was sealed of the
Spirit, and in the body of Christ. I am asking a lot, but I would
be glad for help.

Ans.—Your difficulty as to new birth comes from misapplying, or
misanderstanding the text to which you refer, Eph. 2 : 1—*‘ dead
in trespasses aud sins!’—How dead? Just ns the prodigal son
was dead to his father: ‘‘This my son was dead "’ when turning
his back to his father to follow his own will and wallow in in-
iguity. ‘‘Dead in trespasses'’ shows an active opposition to God.
And this is just the condition in which Rom. 1: 18, 21, 28, ete.,
shows the sinner to be. It is this heart-rebellion that must be
broken to turn the soul back to God. To accomplish thia God
nses various means, in His sovereign will, ‘‘ that He may with-
draw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man ' (Job 83 :
17), and bring him a suppliant at the feet of Jesus. The Holy
Spirit using the Word of God conviets of sin, brings to repentance,
and thus to faith in Obrist the Savionr; as 1 Pet. 1 : 23, 25 says:
* Being born agnin, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible—
by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever . . . and this
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is the Word which by lhe gospel {8 preached unlo you.” It is by
receiving ‘‘the Word of truth” therefore that we are born again
(Jas. 1:18). So the apostle Paul says to King Agrippa that to
the Jews and to the Gentiles he preached ‘'that they should re-
-pent and turn to God.” Our Lord taught, ‘‘That whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish ;! ‘‘He that believetr on Him is not
condemned ;”’ “Unless ye belicve that I am He, ye shall die in
your sing,” etc., ete. If is an evil theology, therefore, that teaches
that new birth comes before faith or repentance. It annuls man’s
responsibility to believe God, and it contradicts the testimonies
of God (see Rom. 10: 8-15; Acts 16 : 30, 31; Luke 7: 50, oto.).
As to Cornelius, Scriptare says that he was ‘‘a devoul man, one
that feared God, and prayed to God always.’’ It is olear, there-
fore, that Cornelius delieved already, as far as his knowledge went.
He ‘‘Dbelieved God,’” as Abroham did, and was ‘‘accepted of
Him? (Aects 10: 35) ; but there was need of the further message
(which Peter brought) that he, o Gentile, was aocepted even as
the godly Jews were—that he might have the knowledge of it as
God’s own declaration, and a place among the redeemed; 4. e., he
was ta be brought inte the full assurnnoe and joy of the saints in
this dispensation. God, as it were, forcing the Jews themselves
to reoognize this by giving the Holy Spirit to this Gentile com-
pany, even as upon the godly Jews at Pentecost.

Ques, 22,—Plense explain the 13th verse of the 10th ohapter
of Romans.

Ans.—"'Calling upon the name of the Lord ”’ in the present dis-
pensation, is the Zeart call of ome convicted of sin turning to the
Lord for mercy and pardon. If is the result of hearing and believ-
ing the testimony of truth and grace, as verses 14, 15 plainly show.
The thief on the oross (Luke 23: 40) is a notable example.

Peter quotes at length in Aots 2: 16-21 the same passage from
Joel 2. There it applies to the time of God’s dealing in judgment
with the Jews, and the world—the time of ‘‘ the great tribulation;”
and the godly ones who, out of deep trisl and affliction, oall upon
God for deliverance, ‘‘shall be saved,’’ i.e., shall be preserved
through it. They shall be ‘“the meek’’ who are to inherit the
earth under Christ’s reign. (See Matt. 5:6.)




Young Believers’ Department

CALENDAR DEC, 1st to JAN. 15th, 1920.

Daily Bible Reading,..Dec, 1st, Amos 5; 15th, Micah 5;
[Jan. 1st, Zech. 4; Jan. 15th, Mal. 4

Memory Work. .Dec, 1-15, Gal. 5: 1-13; Dec,15~-31,Gal. 5 :
[14-26; Jan. 1-15, Gal. 6: 1-9

Good Reading..Dec. 1-15, C.H.M.'s Notes on Exodus, pages
[191-238; to Jan. 15th, p. 238-319

Hereafter the Calendar will extend from the 15th to
the 15th of each month, insuring your receiving it in
time to continue your work.

I hope you have found the reading of the prophets
helpful, though no doubt some of it has been strange
—so different from the spirit and language of the New
Testament. What a change the presence of our Lord
Jesus and His great sacrifice have made. And yet we
gather solemn and needed lessons from these prophets.
As you see, by the middle of January we will have
completed the reading of the Old Testament, those of
us who have gone through from Genesis. Perhaps you
may encourage some to be regular readers, who have
not been doing it before, to join with us in these clos-
ing chapters of the Old Testament, and enter with us
upon the reading of the New.

Galatians draws to a close. I wonder if you have
found, as I have, quotations from this epistle coming
up time and again to support some statement. [ think
we are all very glad to have studied it, and wish many
more could have been with us in it. Let me again
urge the importance of strict review from the beginning.
T hope to be able to repeat it from end to end without
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a single flaw. How many of you are going to be in
that class?

Now here is a little proposition. As a souvenir, I
will give a bound copy of ‘How to Study the Bible”
to every one who will recite the entire Epistle to the
Galatians from memory without a mistake. The recita-
tion must be of the whole epistle at one time, and
before at least two others, and must be made by Jan.
31st, 1920. An allowance of two slight errors for each
chapter will be given, but these must be simply verbal,
such as substituting ‘‘ that” for “ which,” etc. I think
a nice plan will be to have these recitations at the
Young People’s Meetings. Some one will send the
names and addresses to me, as soon after January 31st
as is convenient. Remember—only twelve slips al-
lowed, and no prompting !

Are you keeping up with “Exodus?” I do hope
our number of readers is increasing. It is one of the
most important parts of our work.

Requests for Prayer

I trust the Lord is leading me to open this little
space, to be devoted to our requests for united prayer.
I feel the seriousness of making the suggestion, for it
is not a matter to be undertaken lightly. Prayer means
having to do with the holy, heart-searching God, “‘ with
reverence and godly fear,”” and yet with entire free-
dom and confidence, for He is our Father. If rightly
engaged in, I am sure it will bring answers of blessing,
besides being of the greatest spiritual help in our
private lives. To join rightly in this service of inter-
cession, we should not do.it in a haphazard way. I
would suggest that we set aside a few minutes each
day, when we can be alone, and then in a simple way
let our ‘‘requests be made known unto God.” Then
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in the Young People’s Meetings they could be taken
up publicly.

For what shall we ask the prayers of God’s people?
Any true desires of which we can speak: the conver-
sion of dear ones, blessing on special meetings or
work, requests for guidarice, for sustaining in. trial—
we can't limit our requests, only let them be real and
the fruit of exercise in our own hearts. I might men.-
tion just one illustration. A short time ago, two of us
were much interested in the conversion of an old man,
We spoke of it in our prayer meeting, and his case
was spread before God, publicly and privately. In a
short time, while a brother was talking with the dear
old man, he covered his face and began to cry, “ God
be merciful to me a sinner!” In a few days he had
found peace and rest, and we have been thanking the
Lord for hearing our prayers.

1.. For this service of prayer, that we may be guided
what to ask for, and enabled to be real intercessors,
and have the joy of many answers, with much blessing
to our own souls.

This is our first request; let us all keep it before
the Lord. Send in your requests freely, as you believe
the Lord would have you.

Please read over again in the November number,
“Programme for the Coming Year.” I haven't room
to repeat it here. :

Opportunities and Responsibilities

Under this head we will gather the various .articles
sent in by our correspondents. The following touches
some very important questions, and answers them,

“The position of Private Secretary is one that carries
trials and temptations, as well as advantages and
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opportunities. I mention only one or two instances,

“Part of a secretary’s work is to be the go-between or
mediator between the employer and any person who
would approach him either on business or otherwise,
and one of the difficulties is to dispose of those callers
who are not to be admitted. Other secretaries who
are perhaps in a more difficult position than I,
excuse their untruths on the ground that they are
simply repeating what they were asked to say, and
that the employer assumes the responsibility, even as
though he personally were telling the lies. I do not
know how the Lord would judge in such a case, but I
cannot satisfy my own conscience with such an expla-
nation, and feel that I would rather give up the po-
sition.

“On the other hand, a secretary comes in contact with
many persons, and if she is in communion with the
Lord, there are many opportunities for speaking a
word for Him. I have had such opportunities with
professors, doctors, superintendents, engineers, sten-
ographers, and office-boys. Whether or not the seed
sown has or will bear fruit unto everlasting life will
only be revealed in that day when He shall make all
things known, but we have His precious promise that
His word shall not return unto Him void, and it en-
courages us to go on and tell out His love at every
opportunity that presents itself.”

Correspondence

I am sorry I can’t show you all the cheering corres-
pondence I am getting, but can give only a few snat-
ches here and there. For instance, here is a splendid
report of a young people’s meeting at which thirty-
nine were present, and many most helpful things were
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said. The answers to the Question Box were discussed
fully, and will be found in that Dep’t. Other questions
were alsosent in. Helpful hints about the reading of
the daily chapter were made—such as not having it
for the family reading, but doing it privately and
carefully. I must quote the last paragraph of this
report: ‘“‘Practically all present are with the class in
Daily Bible Reading, but some are behind on the mem-
orizing of verses, but slowly catching up, and the ma-
jority are almost to date with the reading of C. H.
M. Notes.” Isn’t that good?

Another report speaks of much interesting discus-
sion of the subject of Satan and his power; also of spirit-
ism at another session. These were handled soberly,
and with practical reference to our dangers and snares.
One mentioned, “Satan is busiest when the Lord is
busiest.”” Another hint was to ask one another about
how we are getting on with our reading, etc., applying
“Am I my brother's keeper?” Still another feature
was bringing up interesting portions from the readings
in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, also questions on Hebrews.

The Social Question (2d article)

Please note that I do not say “ the amusement ques-
tion.” That is not the point. I am not now going
into that side of it. But I do feel the need of seek-
ing some answers to the question, How shall we
meet the social instincts of the young?

Here is an illustration, and you will pardon its very
personal character. A young brother got hold 6f my
birthday date, and wrote to a number of friends ask-
ing them to mail me a card of greetings on that date.
The result was a most surprising avalanche of letters
and cards, full of love, and touching a very tender spot
in my heart. They told of help they had receiyed; of
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priceless value were those which said, “I was led to
Christ through you,” or “helped in my Christian life.”
Then the dear folks at whose house we were staying
not only passed the word about the greetings, but
secretly arranged for all to come on that evening to
their house. We had singing and much loving talk
and some addresses, followed by prayers. Refresh-
ments  and plenty of informal intercourse closed the
evening which we all greatly enjoyed. No distinction
of course was made between old and young, and the
result was we had the benefit of sober, godly thoughts
and prayer of the older ones, and the brightness of the
younger. We cannot do without either. Excuse this
personal talk, but I feel so strongly about seeking to
help in the matter, that I have gone beyond what is
usual in print.

I am persuaded that the root of the answer to this
social question will be found in one word, ‘‘Christian.”
Let our company be composed of those who know and
love the Lord; our intercourse marked by what is
pleasing to Him. Our gatherings together will then be
marked by the absence of what is so painful—frivolity
and worldliness.

Oh, dear young Christians, set your faces like a flint
against worldly friendships and companies. Choose—
for the Lord has already chosen for you—the people
of God as the circle of your interests and pleasures.

The Question Box

Affswers and fresh questions are coming in, and I
hope our ‘‘Box " will soon be overflowing.
Q. 1. Did Judas partake of the Lord’s Supper?

Ans. 3. “From John 13 : 30 we learn that imme-
diately after receiving the sop, Judas went out, and
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then, through the 17th chapter, Christ is speaking to
the rest of His apostles. Next we hear of Judas com-
ing with a band from the chief priests, etc., betraying
the Lord with a kiss . . . Judas received the sop at the
passover supper, before the institution of the Lord’s
Supper.”’

Ans. 4. “‘He taketh away the first that he may
establish the second’ .. . Judas had a right to partake
of the passover, as a Jew. But now, when something
new was established . .. his hand was not with Him
in that.”

Q. 2. Is there any scripture reason for memorizing
the Bible ?

. Ans. 3. “The following are scriptural reasons: Ps.
119:11; Josh.1;8; Deut. 6:1-9; 2 Tim. 3: 14, 15;
Prov. 7: 3.”

Ans. 4. “2 Tim. 2: 15: A workman knows his
tools, and we should know His Word, so as not to be
ashamed.”

Ans. 5. “John 14 :26: The Spirit brings them to
our remembrance at just the time we need them most.”

Ans. 6. “Jas.1: 23: In order to be doers of His
‘Word, we must know it.”

Ams. 7. “1 Pet. 3: 15: Give reason for hope. Niceto
give scriptural reasons.”

No answers to Questions 5 and 6 have yet come in,
and a lot more questions have come; so you must “‘get
busy,” please, and send in your answers promptly. I
hope many will do this. Where you have a Young
People’'s Meeting, you can give out the questions to,
say, two persons for a question; they can bring in
their replies, which can be discussed at the next meet-
ing, reduced to compact form; and sent off to me. Of
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course I am glad and anxious to get individual ques-
tions, especially from those who have no meeting.

Q. 7. What is the difference between apostles and
disciples? Was it necessary for apostles to be eye-
witnesses of Christ’s work here on earth, and followers
of Him? ‘

Q. 8. Has Satan power over saints to the extent of
death? Where is he at present? Does he give power
for healing to Christian Scientists?

Q. 9. Heb. 9:28: “Unto them that look for Him,”
etc. What about those that are not looking for Him?
Can this be said now of any believers?

Q. 10. What is the difference between the kingdom
of God and the kingdom of heaven?

Q. 11. What is the Lord's thought in the prayer,
“Thy kingdom come? ”

Q. 12. In Gal. 3: 20 what is meant by the phrase
“But God is one?”

Q. 13. What added nearness of relation is conveyed
by the word, “Abba,’’ Father?

Q. 14. In what particulars did Paul want the Gal-
atians to be “asI am?” And why did he assure them
they had not “ injured him at all?”’

I was asked not long ago if I was not overwhelmed by letters,
I answered, “NO;" and I do hope many more will write, es-
pecially answers and questions.

Correspondence please send to S. RIDOUT,
Care of LO1ZEAUX BROs., 1 East 13th St., New York



