










BRIEF STUDIES IN COLOSSIANS

(Col. 2: 8-10.)

(Continued from page 440.)

The apostle now warns the Colossians regarding the
danger of being made a prey by false teachers. It is
not simply that they might be despoiled, or suffer injury
from which they could recover in good measure; but
that if caught in the web of these evil teachings, the
Colossians would become their prize, be held captive by
them. It would mean the loss of their spiritual freedom,
their precious liberty which is in Christ, resulting in
bondage to what suits the world-dragged away as spoil
by the enemy. The seriousness of this becomes plain
in the light of verses 9 and 10.

The form of teaching here decried is called "Philosophy
and vain deceit." Three characteristics are given. It is
"according to the teaching of men," and "according to
the elements of the world," and "not according to Christ."
These are the features which make philosophy a "vain
deceit"-empty and meaningless. How could it be other
wise when not of Christ, who is all that verses 9 and 10
state?

This term, "philosophy," occurs only here in the New
Testament. It refers to the speculations so rife in the
Judreo-Greek schools of that period. According to their
imaginations and reasonings, their teachers sought to fuse
Jewish traditional teaching and the so-called Greek "wis
dom" (some also introducing Oriental elements), all af
fected with such notions as the eternity of matter, its
inherent evil, creation being the work of inferior and
secondary beings, causing it to be remote from and hos-
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tile to God, whose Creatorhood was denied, but from
whom various emanations took place, forming differing
and graded orders of power, authority, and dominion. This
systematized polytheism led to the worship of such prin
cipalities and powers according to esoteric ceremonies,
magical arts, and knowledge which only the initiated
possessed, accompanied with ascetic practices more or less
strictly enjoined by their devotees.

As early as when Paul wrote this epistle, the truth's
great enemy had begun his efforts to corrupt Christianity
by grafting upon it such systems of vain speculation.
These things have not ceased, though the garb in which
they appear may be that of the twentieth century, for
they are according to the elements of the intellectual and
religious world-system which suits man in his present
state. Let us beware of it.

Such philosophy is "according to the teaching of men."
This defines its character, and sets up a standard of
comparison. It is not of divine origin, not a revelation
from God, but is solely of man's O\vn reasonings and
imaginations. It is the sum of his self-efforts to solve the
many problems which arise for solution as he studies
the realm of human life and the cre?-tion which surrounds
him. This world-wisdom has not made God known (1
Cor. 1: 19, 20). The wisest lose themselves in the laby
rinth of their own speculations, never reaching a COn
clusion which satisfies heart and mind. The reason for
this is in the source of such wisdom. It is not from above,
but made up of the accumulated teachings of the worldly
wise, handed down from age to age.

If we trace the forms given to this worldly lore during
the course of the centuries, we observe differences of
dress and certain elements which relatively may be called
indications of progress in human thought and achieve-
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ment, but underneath all there is the same skeleton
structure of material and physical ideas to which the
moral and spiritual are subordinated, resulting in God
being pushed far into the background, mantling Him in
darkness impenetrable to the creature, making I-lim a Be
ing unknowable, toward \vhom the sense of creature-re
sponsibility is seriously lessened or destroyed. On the other
hand both celestial and mundane creatures are pushed
forward into undue prominence, even perhaps deified,
naturally leading to polytheism and idolatry, and to 1\'vo
very divergent forms of practice, either that of extreme
asceticism (in which dishonor is done to the \-vork of the
Creator) or moral degradation in which human lust runs
riot.

The second feature here mentioned is that philosophy
is "according to the elements of the world." Here, the
ideas of source and object combine to indicate its char
acter, while in the former statement it is rather the idea
of its accordance with or confornlity to man in his fallen
state. Its fItness or relation is entirely human, not di
vine-what is human, as away from God. The apostle
here speaks, not simply of men, but of a great system
called "the world," out of which this philosophy rises
and with which it is in agreement. It is \vhat charac
terizes and rules the system-its elements. There are
here far-reaching implications to consider.

"The world" here cannot mean God's wonderful crea
tion, concerning which Scripture furnishes us with divine
philosophy, but is that world-system which in all its
ramifications bears the stamp of man in his fallen state.
This system puts God in the darkness. Scripture asso
ciates this system itself with darkness; while on the other
hand it declares that God is light, and Hin Him is no
darkness ataI!." Not a single element of this world-
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darkness is either in Him or has any relation to Him.
Compare Eph. 2: 1-3; 5: 8,11; 6: 12; CoLI: 13; Acts
26: 18; Rom. 13: 12; 2 Cor. 6: 14 ; John 1: 5; 3: 19; 1
John 2: 12; 5: 19; and the passages which speak of the
believer as of the light, in the light, and not of this world.

But though men are prominently the central figures of
this world-system, they are not its rulers. There are
spiritual world-rulers of this darkness. The system, with
its moral and spiritual character (darkness, the opposite
of God), has its origin from and is controlled by spiritual
powers of wickedness in the heavenlies who through man's
agency have given form and character to this world.
Fallen, man became subject to these powers under Satan's
leadership. The plan of these powers stands revealed in
the world-system of which man in his present state is
made the central figure. That plan, f1rst disclosed in the
garden of Eden, is that man should become as God through
rejecting His word. Satan's plotted wickedness against
God has sought realization by using the human race,
seeking to associate it with himself in his desperate ven
ture to trench upon the glory and supremacy of God. The
broad outlines of this plan, "the mystery of iniquity,"
stand revealed in the light of the New Testament. Here
we sound the depths of the source and object of that
philosophy which is "not according to Christ."

We have spoken of this philosophy as suiting man in
his present state, both intellectually and religiously, be
ing the product of his self-effort, his reasonings and ima
ginations; but the implications we have considered lead us
to think of spiritual powers at work behind the scene.
No wonder philosophy nurtured under such influences
utterly fails, and leaves men lost in the morass of their
own conflicting ideas and opinions. God has decreed that
it should be so, and it is His pleasure to save man by
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athe foolishness of the preaching" (1 Cor. 1: 21) -the
preaching of Christ by \vhom the sinner is brought back
to God.

"Not according to Christ"-this at once sounds the
knell of doom to such philosophy, and also calls faith to
turn away the eye to view the glorious vista which breaks
upon its vision as God's wisdom, His eternal purpose in
Christ, as now revealed by the Holy Spirit in the writings
of our apostle. How wonderful, how perfect, how satisfy
ing the wisdom which is according to Christ, which is
fitting to Him, which is in accordance with and in con
formity to Him as the Centre of God's vast universe of
bliss!

With the eyes of the heart illuminated by the shining
of God's glory in Christ, the believer gladly turns from

"The vastness of the agony of earth,
The vainness of its joys, the mockery
Of its best, the anguish of its worst,"

enshrined as all this is in the philosophy of which we have
spoken.

Turning from the deceit of a world full of vanity and
vexation of spirit, every longing and affection of spirit and
soul may find its satisfaction in Christ in whom God's
fulness dwells, and in whom we are complete, who is the
Head over all principality and power. Touched by the
quickening power of that unquenchable love of Christ,
let us prayerfully and worshipfully meditate upon the
blessed meaning our verses are intended to convey.

~JOHN BLOORE.

(To be continued, D. V.)



Answers to Questions I:

(The reader should always turn to the Bible and
read the passages referred to.)

QUES.l0.-We would like to have your thoughts on
Matt. 5: 42, "Give to him that asketh thee, and from him
that would borrow of thee turn not thou away." Please
answer in Help and Food as others are interested.

ANS.-In Matt., chaps. 5-7 our Lord gives the principles
which are to guide His obedient people. They are prin
ciples of love toward our fellow-men, to be wisely acted
upon-not blindly on the letter. Our heavenly Father does
not give indiscriminately what anyone may ask, but ac
cording to His good and wise government. See 1 John 5:
14; James 4: 3, etc.; and we are to be imitators, or "fol
lowers of God, as his dear children" (Eph. 5: 1). While
we are exhorted to express to Him our needs or desires
freely, He gives or withholds according to His wisdom.

There is no lack of selfish, greedy, persons, ready to ask
for, and take or "borrow" what they have no tangible pros
pect of returning. So that it is better to count what is
"borrowed" as a gift rather, because if not returned and
restitution is required, the courts would have to be re
sorted to--the very opposite of wh~t Matt. 5: 40-42 in
culcates.

Let the heart be right with God and toward our fellow
men; then seek His wisdom how to act in such matters.

QUES. 11.-Please explain in Help and Food why Jesus
said to Mary, "Touch Me not, for I am not yet ascended
to my Father," while He said to Thomas, "Reach hither
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into my side" (John 20: 17, 27) .

ANS.-Mary Magdalene, out of whom the Lord cast
seven demons, seems to have been attached to the Lord
perhaps beyond any other-she followed the Lord, minis
tered to Him, beheld Him on the cross, followed His body
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to see where they laid it, prepared spices to embalm His
body, came first to the tomb while it was yet dark-all
this while ignorant, or not having taken in, that He must
rise from the dead. Even after the angel had said to the
women, uHe is not here, but is risen," she stays at the
grave when the others had gone.

Then her heart suddenly leaps at the Lord's voice call
ing her by name! She seems to have thought she had re
covered Hinl who was the Sun of her life, as she an
swers, "Rabboni-my Master." ~:fary knew not that she
could not have her Lord here on earth visibly and phy
sically as before, but that He was to ascend back to heaven,
to the Father where He now is. Jesus therefore corrects
her misapprehension by saying, "Lay not hold on l\:le"
(as the Num. Bible correctly puts it). It was not a mere
touching Him that the Lord meant, as Matt. 28: 9 proves,
when the returning women worshipfully "hold Him by the
feet." He is now gone back to the Father, and is to
return visibly and physically, to establish His kingdom,
when His worshipers can ulay hold" of Him again.

Youns Believers· Department
i .. ------~-~~-- __-_~_-.~-_-_--....==-=_=-.=eel,

Calendar: Dec. 16th to Jan. 15th.

DAILY BIBLE READING Dec. 16th, 2 Cor. 2;
Dec. 31st, Gal. 5; Jan. 15th, Col. 4.

MEMORY WORK .. 2 Thess., ch. 3, also Memory Outlines.

GOOD READING.•.. Complete "Holiness: the False and
the True."

Daily Reading

I hope you arc being led into God's wondrous thoughts
for us in these Epistles of Paul. Let us meditate and
pray as we read these daily chapters. They are, we may
say, the crown of all God's word. If they control our lives
we will indeed ·answer to God's purposes for us. Speak
ing of daily Bible reading, I was much interested a day
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or two ago to hear from a dear brother, who is now
engaged in the Lord's work, that he y~-as converted
through reading the Bible through. He began to read
it out of curiosity, and it ''las not till he was reading it
through for the fourth time that his heart was laid hold
of. He is, of course, still a reader of the 'Vord, and most
heartily believes in consecutive reading.

Memory Work

Let us complete 2 Thessalonians this month, learning
chapter 3, and then revielving the ,vhole book. As to
Memory Outlines, I am very glad to tell of two more
who have completed Matthew, a sister and a brother.
The latter '''rites: t'In my memory outline you will notice
a few blemishes, and I had started a word wrong in one
or two places, but have corrected them immediately and
not after I had compared them with my note book. I
can write the whole outline on paper now in abOllt 20
minutes from memory. I am surely glad I started it, for
it's a splendid way to fix Scripture in our minds. I hope to
continue now with Luke. I have found many new thoughts
from just writing do"\'vn the outlincs. ll I am indeed thank
ful for our dear brother's perseverance, ,vhich has been
now rewarded. He and the sister I spoke of \vi11 soon
get their copy of W. Kelly on Matthew, and it is a
great pleasure to send them. There is still a month in
which others can share in this work. I do hope to receive
some more of these outlines of Matthew before December
31st. Who else will try? You will never regret it. For
those who have completed I\1atthew, and for others who
wish to begin the next outline study, I think we will take
the Gospel of Luke for our next work. In order to give
ample time, and not to overcrowd you, we will take Jan
uary and February for this. I shall probably have somc-
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thing more to say about it at the beginning of the year.

Good Reading

\Ve will close the year with the book I have suggested,
and next year, if the Lord please, we will continue this
reading with that suggested for the Bible Class work by
Mr. Bloore. This will, I hope, secure more regular readers,
and not overcrowd those who have their hands full.

Greek Testament Less01ls

I must tell you what a great pleasure the Greek les
sons arc giving me, and I am sure are giving you. It
has also given me pleasure to meet so many of you as I
go about. There are often questions asked, and difficul
ties met, and I am glad we are now going on systemati
cally. There are still a large number who enrolled, but
have not begun to send in lessons. I am waiting to hear
from them. It is not too late to begin to-day, and as our
class does not meet and recite together, you can start
without special reference to where the others are, though
of course I "YQuld like it if as many as possible could be
doing the same lessons. I wish you could see how beau
tifully written some of the papers are.

You will notice the marks I have been giving. I want
to tell you one reason why. In a few months, perhaps
by M arch, you will need a Greek Testament. There are
several kinds of bindings, and I want to say that for any
one who from Jan. 1st to March receives an average of
99, I will make them a present of the Greek Testament
handsomely bound in leather. For those who have an
average of 9S for the 3 months, the reward will be the
same, in cloth binding. So here is a little incentive to
great care and accuracy. You will notice that most of
the errors were due more to oversight than to ignorance.
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So with care, I think quite a few will win the prize. But
I shall mark strictly.

The following are the lessons for Jan. 1st, and 15th. Let
them come later if you haven't time.

LESSON 9. Page 16, par. 14. The verb EltJ.L, to be.
Please remember, no lesson is now complete without the
accents. The copy of this lesson which I shall receive
should be written from tnemory entirely. I would suggest
that you fIrst learn to repeat each tense, present, past and
future; then write it from memory, and lastly learn
the accents so that you can insert them. Finally write
all with accents from memory. You will then know the
lesson.

LESSON 10. Page 17, par. 15. l\iemorize the meaning
of this paragraph, so that you can write an olltline of it.
Par. 16. Learn the 3 examples of nouns of the first de
clension given on this p.:tge marked (1) Feminines; also
the notes (a) to (d). \\Then you are able to write it
accurately from memory, with accents, send it on. Please
note: you can write out your lesson as often as you need
and refer to the book for corrections, but the final draft,
which you send mc, should be written without any help~

You are welcome to ask any questions on the lesson, and
to make any suggestions. I would suggest that you en·
courage any where you are to send in their lessons
promptly. Where there are several it might be nice to
get together and recite your lessons to each other.

Correspondence

"Since my wife and I have become interested in the Y.
B. D. in Help and Food we look forward to getting it, and
find many helpful things there. We have been following
up 'good reading.' .... Our last Y. B. M., was a fine one.
Our brother G. made a long table in his home and we all
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sat around it, which seems to bring us more together, as
well as making it very convenient to lay our Bibles and
note books before us. We are taking up Church truth and
have 50 copies of a book on the subject. \Ve will take it
up in chapters and become better acquainted with the
truth as to how and why we gather as we do. My prayer
is that the interest that is now shown may continue, or
even be increased. \Ve are trying to get others interested
who do not come." Fifty books to go round the class!
And a few months ago this brother wrote he did not know
of more than two or three young people to take hold! It
is well to say tha.t there are four gatherings or marc not
nlore than 20 miles apart, and they all get together.

"It will interest you to know that the 5 converts I
wrote you about were baptized a few weeks ago. My
oldest SOll, who was converted a year ago, was also bap
tized. All these young people will be received into fcl
IOlvship next Lord's Day. Praise His name l "

"The young Italian brother seems to have won back the
confidence of his father; after having told him he was a
disgrace to the family, and the Catholic faith, he (the
father) could not help but see the wonderful change.

"The last Young People's meeting was also a success,
SOUle 40 present, including outsiders. Brother W. gave
us a very interesting talk with stereopticon views of the
history of the Bible, showing photos of some of the early
Greek manuscripts."

The Question Box

Aus. to Q. 13. (From Nov. Help and Food):

"Inasmuch as 'God spake and it was done' in creation;
and in new birth God works a miracle by His Spirit; and
in 'the day of the Lord' a nation shall be born in a day;
and considering that 'in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye,' we shall be changed-is there not all through a
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thought of spiritual as against material things? It is
not so much a question of material place. The wonderful
thing is the work of God."-A. H. B.

Other questions and answers are deferred to the next
issue, January, 1927.

Increased Circulation

I have been greatly cheered by the appreciation of our
little Department. It is looked for and read with avidity
by numbers, and I trust during the coming year it will
be still more a medium of intercourse between our various
groups of young Christians, and older ones too.

The circulation of Help and Food is quite wide, but it
is not as large as we could wish. I wonder if you could
not do something to help in this. Is there some one in
your meeting who looks after ordering the magazines,
etc.? If so, I am sure a little help from you would be
welcome. If you see that all the young people have a
copy in their hotnes; and then see that there is a copy
in every home in the gathering. Besides this, many know
dear Christians who, while not in the meeting, have a
deep interest in the things of God. Perhaps you might
secure some of these as subscribers. Let us see how many
new subscribers from these different sources you can se
cure for the coming year. This is meant as a practical
suggestion for you to take up.

Young Believers' Meetings

64th meeting Y. B.D., held at home of G. S., "\Vednesday,
Oct. 6th, 1926. Total present, 17.

Opened with singing of a few hymns and prayer.
Reports were given on the following tracts:

1. Four Judgments. B. G.
2. Light at Eventide. H. F.
3. Personal Trespass, etc. D. F'.
4. Seven Neglect Nots. V. S.
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5. Breakdown of Religion. M. DeV.
6. A Help or a Hindrance-which? Mr. H.

The reading of the reports seemed to arouse the inter
est of all, which will probably lead to a deeper concern in
the securing and reading of these helpful pamphlets.

The description of the last judgment was covered in the
report on the Four Judgments.

The study of "What is the Hope of His Calling"; "The
Hope of Your Calling" and "The Hope of our Calling"
was suggested as being very interesting.

Eph. 1: 18 contains the expression, "What is the Hope of
His Calling." Ephesians opens up with the thought that we
are chosen in the Beloved. "What is the Hope of His
Calling?"-That those whom He has chosen will be with
Him, He is looking forward to the time when we are all
together up there; that is His part in it. Let us rise above
our own interests and think what His portion is in it all.
Our salvation is but a means to an end-the glory of God.

Following to be reported on next time:
Are You a Member of and what? (R. L.); Christ the

Centre (G. B.); Safety, Certainty and Enjoyment (B. S.) ;
Fallen from Grace (F. S.) ; Sabbath (H. G.) ; Burial of the
Egyptian (L. H.). Christian Companionship (V. S.) ;
Staff and Sceptre (J. D.); Fruitful Bough (M. D.); All
Sufficiency of Christ (A. H.); The Time of Harvest (L.
M.); Secret Prayer (M. C.).

Subj ects: Where do we find the Upuri£ying hope" ex
plained? D. H., H. F., and C. S. Does 1 John 3: 1-2 teach
that the vision of Christ is to be the transforming power?
I'll. and J. D. \Vhat relation do little children bear to the
truth of the Lord's coming? R. L. and H. G. Explain 1
Pet. 4: 6. A. H.

United Prayer

As we look back over the past year, how many prayers
have been answered! Perhaps each of us can see where
the Lord has granted our requests. I think we can all
thank Him for the deepened and increasing interest among
our beloved young people. We can also thank Him for
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the part our little Department is doing in this. For the
Greek class too we have much to be thankful for.

But past answers to prayer are also an encourage
ment to fresh requests. As we began last month to note
requests, we will add a few marc. Have you anyone
on your heart for whom you specially desire something?
Their conversion, restoration if already saved, deliver
ance, guidance? Surely we have much to pray for.

S. For the Lord's work in the Foreign Field. V-Ie do
pray for this, but let Us make it a special subject both for
private and public prayer.

6. A brother asks prayer for the conversion of his
father.

7. For three young men, inclined in different ways to
be skeptical.

And now, my beloved brothers and sisters, at the close
of another year, I \vish to express the great joy and en
couragement I have received fronl you. Your letters,
your interest, have been a stimulus and a joy. Many of
you I have met during the year and have been made glad
by the response you are making to these varied interests.
Let us, as we draw to the year's close, be much in prayer,
as we review the past and look forward to the future. May
we profit by our failures and mistakes, and press forward
with renewed hope and courage in the Lord for the year
to come.

\\That would you suggest as a good and appropriate
motto for the corning year? Think it over and send it
in with your next letter.

May yours be a truly Happy New Year, a Happy,
Healthful, Helpful year. Our Lord Jesus Himself bless
you most richly. Affectionately and gratefully,

Your brother in Christ our Lord, S. R.

All letters please send clo Loizeaux Bros.,
1 East 13th St., New York City.
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Through the Lord's mercy we have reached the close
of another year, and as "ve look back over the past 12
months we have very much to be grateful for.

First, The workers in the various fields abroad have
been preserved in a good measure of health and enabled
to carryon the work with vigor and encouragement. In
Japan there has been a widening out, and tokens of bless
ing. In China in the midst of dangers and the unsettled
state of the country, the work has gone on. In the Wes
tern Hemisphere, in Central America, as well as among
the Indians, there has been steady work in 'the dissemina
ation of the truth. The same may be said of France, and
in Africa the work of establishing and enlarging the sphere
of labor has gone ou. We would return our thanks for
all that is past, and look fonvard to a year of blessing,
should the Lord tarry, in the future.

Next, we are very thankful to have been permitted to
disseminate the news from the Foreign Field in our pages.
Letters from many parts of the world have been spread
before our readers, and their message, we are persuaded,
has had the effect of deepening their interest and of stir
ring up prayer in many hearts. We are thankful for the
numbers of prayer-meetings devoted to 'the foreign work,
and trust that this feature will mark all our gatherings. It
is suggested that one meeting a month of the regular
prayer-meetings be devoted to this special need.

We are deeply thankful that the Lord has stirred the
hearts of a number of our young to give themselves to the
work abroad. The circular letter which follows will give
details.

We would also record with gratitude the liberal minis
try to this work from various gatherings and individuals
throughout this land and Canada. While the Spirit alone
is the power for "all service, "your heavenly Father know
eth that ye have need of these things." May the Lord
abundantly bless all this service of love, and guide and
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keep us in the path of simplicity and dependence which
His precious word marks out.

The following summary and extracts will give details,
calling for renewed prayer and faith.

BAHAMAS

Some weeks ago we heard from our brother R. S. Strat
ton that much property and the meeting-room at Andros
Island had been completely destroyed by a hurricane. The
news was circulated amongst different gatherings, and
generous help was sent. On Oct 15 our brother Stratton
wrote that Mr. Van Ryn expected to go with his family to
Harbour Island, in "The Evangel," whilst he purposed to
go to Andros to render whatever assistance he could to
the brethren who had suffered in the two hurricanes, of
which the last had done more damage than the first.

Before they were able to carry out this purpose a tele
gram arrived from Hopetown, dated Oct. 25th: "Hurri
cane, tidal wave, Abaco homes complete destruction. Cloth
ing, help, needed immediately. Stratton." Five hundred
dollars was cabled at once, with a request to purchase
clothing in the Bahamas, as more suitable garments could
be bought there, and at a cheaper price. Fourteen assem
blies were notified, and $2500 has already been received
and forwarded by the Missionary Fund, while other
amounts have been sent direct. Three cases of clothing
have also been dispached. Brother Stratton wrote on Oct.
24th that the hurricane was "accompanied by a tidal wave
which rose 15 ft., and nearly wiped out our town, leaving
but 8 houses standing. Mine was among these, but was
shaken off the pins, and really unsafe. My father and
mother-in-law, brother Van Ryn, his, wife and three chil
dren, and two sisters, besides my own family of six, are
living in its 4 rooms. Everything is practically destroyed,
and we are faced with starvation .... God spared "The
Evangel"-a perfect miracle--so we were able after 2
days to go to Hopetown and get stores. To-day (24th) the
Government has a boat here with provisions so we will
not starve.... vVe all faced death by drowning. Brother
Van Ryn's little baby was swept out of his arms and
drowned. He had two large and deep cuts in his injured
leg be~ow the k~e~, which I had to stitch up under very
unsanItary conditrons. The dear brethren express their
deep thanks to all who have come to their help in their
great n~ed, an~ above ~ll ~o the Lord for all His gracious
mercy In sparIng theIr hves and now caring for their
wants."

Other and more detailed letters have been received, but
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the above gives the main facts. There were 120 houses in
Abaco, and the latest reports say six only are left.

Tokyo, Japan., Oct. 5th, 1926.
Enclosed is receipt for the kind gift from the l\'1issionary

Fund which we have received for the work of the Lord,
for which my wife and I are very thankful. It came at
a time of special need. The expenses of the work here
are somewhat heavy.

The work goes all as usual. Last Sunday one more
was baptized in Tokyo, at Kandu. Young brother Mizuno
has given himself to the work of the Lord, as mentioned
before, for which we are thankful. I have sent a detailed
narrative memoranda as to the work to Brother Harshaw
in Philadelphia, for the information of the brethren.* 'Ve
send our affectionate greetings to those conducting the
Missionary Fund work. }'Iany thanks for the copy of the
its report, June 16th. I am sure this is a service that
will be much blessed of the Lord.

If young brother Pennington and his wife go to China,
to where brother Kautto is, will you kindly extend our
hearty invitation to them to visit us en route ... The visit
would be a happy change and refreshment to the saints
here, and I would interpret for them. Brother and sister
Koll left here for China on the 3rd of this month, to go
on with the work that he was engaged in.

I hope soon, D.V., to visit the scattered brethren and
sisters in both the north and south of the Empire, proba
bly taking brother Mizuno with me, and doing gospel
work with tracts and open-air meetings. E. B.CRAIG.

* This will be loaned to any upon request.

New York, Nov. 1st, 1926.
Beloved Brethren: Through the Lord's mercy we have

been privileged to serve as a channel for your ministry to
His servants in the foreign field. We have from time to
time rendered you an account of our stewardship, and
doubtless you have learned details from the laborers abroad
through letters published in uHelp and Food." We are
now very glad to give you a little definite information
regarding fresh encouragement as to further labor.

Our brother Wm. G. Amies, who has been with us on
furlough for the last six or eight months and who was
married to Miss Elsie Fretscher of the Camden, N. J., as
sembly, in October, is hoping with his wife to return to
the Westcott Mission in the Congo. His health has been
restored and he is now ready to resume his services in
Africa.
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Our sister Miss Marie De Vries of Detroit, as has been
before noted, has offered herself to the Lord's work, pre
ferably in Africa, and is waiting for the way to be opened.
She is warmly recommended by her assembly.

Our young brother Mr. Virgil Pennington and his wife,
of Newark, N. J., assembly, have offered themselves for
the Lord's work in China and are now further preparing
themselves for the service by taking a course in medical
hospital training. Mrs. Pennington was born in China of
:M:issionary parents and her knowledge of the language and
conditions there should be of great service. They have
the commendation of their assembly and our hearty fellow
ship.

Our brother Malcolm Gross, wife and family, have just
returned from Nigeria after a prolonged season of labor.
At the end of their furlough, perhaps next summer, they
hope to join our brothers Dr. Woodhams, Searles, etc., and
if it is the Lord's mind this may give opportunity for
another station in this district. The Lord has so gra
ciously supplied the needs of those already in the field
that we are very happy in once more acquainting you with
the above facts, so that everyone in fellowship should be
able intelligently to help in this good work by their pray
ers and practical fellowship according to their ability:
Ezra 2: 69; Acts 11: 29.

We may add that the cost of outfitting and sending out
a laborer is about $1200.

All communications may be addressed, as before, to
Mr. Hughes Fawcett, 115 Franklin 8t' 7 New York.

The Administers of the Missionary Fund.

Berkeley, Calif., Sept. 16th, 1926.
Beloved brother: I am taking the privilege of sending

you the enclosed circular letter on' the work entrusted
to us.

Copies of "Help and Food" could be used very advan
tageously on passenger liners here and elsewhere. They
could be placed in Social Halls where passengers congre
gate, and hundreds have access to such literature, and
would reach many Christians and missionaries who need
its help and food. We could use 100 copies in each port.

Yours in His soon coming,
Oscar S. Zimmermann.

Extracts from the Circular.
We feel this may well be termed a UPraise Letter" in

reviewing the Lord's gracious dealings of the past few
months in the trip to European harbors to establish new
stations for taking the gospel to the numberless unreached,
unsaved souls on board the ships of all nations.
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Prayer was so abundantly answered that we are in
deed full of praise to Him, and the resulting situation
forces us to plead for further prayer that the way might
be shown us as to how best to meet the opportunities
given us for sowing the See~. . .

No hindrances were found In any of the harbors vIslted)
and in various places brethren were raised up, who have
shown deep interest, a real love for souls, and are sacrific
ing much to keep the gospel light - houses going upon
shores where nine-tenths of the world's shipping origin
ates.

During nine weeks spent in the overseas ports I was
enabled to distribute literature on some 250 vessels; meet
ings were held in various citise and among people speak
ing different languages, and the following results given
in ans\ver to prayer, for which we rejoice.

GERMANY (Hamburg): Here the Lord has given us 8.
:faithful brother, his two sons and two other brethren help
ing him. Brother Sawallisch is a former chief steward
on Atlantic liners, and his present position enables him to
issue his own passes to visit the harbor, where he labors
often until very late at night taking the gospel to the
ships. A recent report from him showed 52 vessels reached
in one month's time, distributing over 5200 pieces of liter
ature.

BREMEN: After applying to the proper authorities a pass
was granted to board all ships in port, and in a letter just
received from the two brethren whom the Lord provided
for the work, they report having reached 174 small ves
sels and 350 large ones, flying flags of ten nations; a two
year pass has been granted them to visit all ships in port.

BREl\!ERHAVEN: The large Atlantic liners dock here, and
the Lord has stirred up lively interest to reach passengers
as they sail. Many have been reached by boarding steamer
trains at Bremen.

HOLLAND (Rotterdam): The Lord has given us two
brethren, both with private means of support, and free to
devote their entire time to the harbor work--one of them
a high school professor on pension. Literature has been
ordered direct to them from France, and two large boxes
of literature have been shipped them from San Francisco,
upon arrival of which they will begin work.

BELGIUM (Antwerp): A brother speaking fluently Eng
lish, Dutch, German, Flemish and French has undertaken
to board the ships in his spare time. In this large world
port no permit is necessary to gain access to all vessels.

FRANCE (Bordeaux and Marseilles) : Brother L. J. Ger
main has undertaken to make the reaching of these two
ports part of his work in France. He has visited several
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vessels in Bordeaux, and has written brethren in Mar
seilles; and is now awaiting their action. Please pray de
finitely for these two ports.

ITALY (Genoa): A brother was found who is willing to
undertake the ship-visiting himself, if no one else is raised
up. He holds a permit from Mussolini's government for
distributing gospel literature anywhere in Italy.

In London, England, and Dunkerque, France, a sea
men's work was found already existing but greatly handi
capped through continual shortage of literature. Several
small shipments of literature were made to them by me,
giving us a share in the enlarged work, and it is hoped
we will be enabled by the Lord to continue so doing.

There is much poverty among European Christians, and
though the brethren in each port are standing whole
heartedly behind their work, the supplies of literature to
continue the work must come almost entirely through
funds from God's people on this side of the Atlantic. It
may be of interest to know that laboring brethren can live
on about $50 per month in Italy, France and Belgium,
owing to the present exchange rates.

This letter is being sent out as we draw to the close
of our fifth year of laboring in faith and dependence upon
the Lord alone, and looking back over this period we can
surely rejoice much in what God has done in answer to
prayer. San Francisco, New York, Boston and Halifax,
with work in summer in the lake ports of Buffalo, Mon
treal, Erie, Toronto, etc., form the United States and
Canada work. Galveston and New Orleans were occupied
for some months, though we have no laborer on the Gulf
at present. Pray for this need. With Auckland, N. Z.
(the farthest station out), and these various new ports in
Europe, we are enabled to send out ~ constant stream of
literature day and night. These stations now encircle the
globe and open up untold opportunities of reaching un
saved souls. This world-wide work calls for continued
prayer and self-sacrifice.

It has been found necessary to have an American brother
free to give an his time to a port in Europe (presuma
bly Antwerp, where the present part-time worker cannot
meet the extra large need).

There he could find more than an abundance of shipping
to keep him busy, and at the same time be the medium
for careful distribution of literature to be divided amongst
these various European laborers as the needs are made
known. Counsel, encourap"ement, exchange of lists of ships
visited in order to avoid duplication, or where possible, to
enable "follow up" work, and the prompt forwarding of
supplies of literature to most needy points, will be of
untold benefit to all the workers across the Atlantic, and
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a much more satisfactory means of handling the situation
than could be done from San Francisco, so far away.

The Lord has laid the need upon some for definite prayer.
The answer is already being manifested in that God has
burdened our brother Jonas Eck with this wonderful op
portunity, and provided for his immediate need, so that he
expects to sail from New York for Antwerp, D.V., on Dec.
14th. Brother Eck has given his entire time to San
Francisco harbor work for the past seven months, carry
ing it on faithfully during my absence, so his experience
here has specially fitted him for this need overseas. In
asmuch as the new laborers in ports in Europe speak
either English or German, and brother Eck is fluent in
both, this will enable him to correspond with all. We
commend him heartily as he goes on to his new field, and
would urge continued prayer for him in his difficult task.

Another definite need for prayer is for Scripture text
Calendars for 1927 for the work. These have proven an
exceptionally valuable asset; bought at 17 cts. per copy, a
single calendar brings a new message from God's 'Vord
each day of the year, often to as many as 25 or 80 men
in one room, and printed in their native tongue.

Appreciating the hearty fellowship of all who have stood
with us by prayer or gifts through these past five years,
I remain, Yours, in our soon-coming Lord,

Oscar S. Zimmermann.

1 Tim. 4: 13: "Apply thyself to reading"-Brazilian Tranl!l.

Jlrfy dear brethren: May I speak of what has made me
a very happy man? It is lovely to have the mind satur
ated with the records of the life of Jesus by the oft-re
peated reading of the Gospels. Though unable to tell the
exact number of times, I am sure to have read the Four
Gospels nigh to one hundred times~ and the whole Bible
over seventy times. Every book of the Bible has special
charms to me for its dignity, majesty and loftiness; but
to consider that in the Gospels we have the very words
of Jesus is ineffable and solemn!

One thing is to hear the opinion of others (as in John
7: 46), and quite another to make that our own experience.
In Acts 4: 13 the adversaries are bound to own that the
disciples "had been with Jesus." How? By seeing in
them the Lord's ways. Jesus is in the glory now, beyond
our physical intercourse, but His very words and ways are
our legacy-the four-sided presentation of Him, with the
Holy Spirit to impart His likeness in us!

The Four Gospels- never am I tired of reading them;
the sentences from the lips of our Lord being always as
"apples of gold in pictures of silver."
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Let me ask the dear brothers or sisters, that through
this coming year you may become an advancing reader of
the Bible. Make it a subject of prayer, too. For years
the Lord has been pleased to bless me with ability to go
over my rate every day, even if at some times I must
read it with fever, in the open sun, or by the bedside of a
sick crying child.

The blessed Word of God has been my choice reading
since my conversion in 1903; lowe much to other books
but only as guides to this one and only Book.

Parintins, Brazil. J. P. Ribeiro.

Phila., Pa., Sept. 18, 1926.
Beloved Brother:

I am inclosing letters received from :Mr. Althorp. They
are a little old, but I am sure will prove of interest to all
interested in the work of the Congo.

Yours in His love, Wm. G. Amies.

Baka Mbule, Dec. 11th, 1925.
My dear Brother Amies:

Things go on here pretty much as usual. I went to
Kasongo Mule's for a week to see the schools. I found
evidence of progress in Lobanda's school but not much
elsewhere.

Weare now preparing for the conference in about ten
days' time. The preliminary conference was to have taken
place this week but Mr. "\Vestcott has had a stiff fever
which has pulled him down, so it had to be postponed un
til next week.

We are sending the children home on Monday for their
half-yearly holiday.

Mr. Westcott is away on the BaBindi journeys. He is
doing the Northern section first. We expect him back in
about a week's time and then after a few days here he will
commence the Baka Mdai journey. While he is thus en
gaged I hope to get through the Baka Mbule schools, also
those on the Inkongo route, and the Bena Indanga. When
all is done, Mr. Moyes and I have it in mind to take a
journey into regions beyond the limits of our present field
of operations. We shall start from Bena Dibele and go
through the three tribes, Bankutshu, Bakela, and Dene
gese. The two former I am somewhat acquainted with,
having passed through them on my previous visit to that
region, but the Dengese presents a new field. I should
like this trip to ascertain· as far as possible what the
prospects are of opening up definite work in the midst of
those three tribes, and how many centres would be re
quired to effectively make a commencement.

The teachers' conference is now past history. There was
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a rather restless spirit manifested, and the leaders were
insistant that more money should be paid, but we told
them plainly that the standard of work had been very
unsatisfactory, and therefore an increase in wages could
not be entertained. The Lord was very good to us, and
every effort of the enemy to spoil the meetings was frus
trated. We had a really good time and I think many will
have profited by the ministry. We succeeded in filling up
nearly all the villages in the BaBindi. A new school is to
be opened at Indanga. Mbutu and Cibola and Mbeengo
and Makaxa are going there. I don't know if you know
the village they are going to, lyoio.

Feb. 8th, 1926.
l\lr. \Vestcott completed his tour of ~he BaBindi and

was much encouraged in the improvement in spiritual tone,
and brighter work in the schools. It is a joy to be able to
record this uplift in the work, at a time especially when
things seemed to be so low, and tended to be depressing.
Surely God is good, and does not allow the trial of our faith
to go beyond the measure we are able to bear. Mr. West
cott is now at Inkongo. He left here last Thursday. I
fear it is the last we shall see of him for some time. He
has received advice from Dr. Kellersberger as to his com
plaint. It appears that nothing but an operation will give
him relief, and for this a journey to England is necessary
as no doctor out here would care to tackle so serious a
case. He has gone to see the doctor at Lusambo, and if
he receives from him confirmation of Dr. K.'s diagnosis, he
and Mr. Moyes will commence their homeward journey
immediately.* That leaves us a small and feeble bandw
My prospective journey across river will have to be post
poned indefinitely, but we are the servants of the Lord and
work under His direction so whatev.er He orders is for the
best, His wisdom is infallible. 'Ne are all fairly well,
Mr. Nixon is not too well, and Miss Isaac is often down
with weakness and fever. I hope the Lord will send out
more workers if He tarries. The little baby Ninga is
filling out nicely. All the other orphan children are well.
Our little girlie is going ahead and we are thankful to say
is keeping well. The postman is expected to-day so I
will close and get this ready for him. I trust you are
well and enjoying fellowship with your brethren at home.

With love in the Lord, yours affectionately in Him,
Chas. Althorp.

* Our brother was obliged to take the journey to Eng
land where, through the Lord's mercy, he is gradually re
gaining strength, after the needed operation.

Correspondence relating to the foreign work please ad
dress to, S. R., clo the Publishers.


