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HELPS BY THE, WAY. 
WHERE THE GOSPEL MEETS TJS.; 

III order to a true and lasting peace, it is of the 
first importance that we should : understand where, and 
as what, the gospel meets us. ''Salvation " is for the 
"lost," so Scripture teaches. . ,'lThe Son of Man is 
colno to seek aud to save that which was lost," (iAiko 
xix. 10). We must be among the lost, then, in. order 
to b raved . We must know what ttvepl&ie of " the 
lost "is^ before we can know the true charsfcterof the 
gospel salvation. : ,_. .; !-,.:• 

If you will turn with me to the 15th chaptctfof Luke, 
you will find how far from a metre theological statement 
this is meant to be. I t is not taerely that all men are 
lost, and that Christ came to Bare them, however, true 
that might be. It is the lost among men that His voids 
contemplate. Thus, in the parable of the' lost sheep,' 
out of a hundred there, but one is lost, and that one be¬ 
comes the sole object of the shepherd's care. -" Dees he 
not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, until he find it?" This, re¬ 
member, is the question put to Pharisees in view of 
their remark, " This man receiveth sinners^ and eateth 
with them." And " sinners," for them, was not a title 
which included all men, but the title of a special class. 
If you had'asked them, indeed, if they were not ','sin¬ 
ners," they would have owned it, no doubt, as people 
easily do ; but then mere sinners they were not. Sin¬ 
ners among sinners were these publicans, who had not 
even an apron of fig-leav«s to cover the nakedness of 
their condition before God and man. And the Lord 
therefore pictures them as " lost," or prodieals who had 
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spent all in a far off country, and had no remnant of 
anything, whereby: they might make pence with their 
father,—stripped of all, and perishing with hunger.' 

• Not so these Pharisees. Sheep that had never so 
strayed were they. Just men that needed no repentance. 
Carefully, after their own fashion, does the Lord keep 
them separate from the lost, which they were nob. THeir 
picture is that quiet elder son who lias never strayed, 
and who in the consciousness of uprightness can look 
his father in the face and say, " Lo, these many years 
do I servo thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy 
commandmonts." Just like Paul's account of-himself 
when a Pharisee, zealous enough to kill God's saints; 
and " touching the righteousness which is in the' law; 
blameless." He was one of those ninety and nine just 
persons then. 

But He, the shepherd of the sheep, " gooth after that 
which is lost," leaving the others ; and with a love that 
never wearies or fails " until He finds it." With infi¬ 
nite wisdom, power, and love, upon the track, the icsnlt 
is sure; and the lost one is brought back Upon tho 
shoulders of the shepherd, "rejoicing" over it. "I say 
unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just persons, which need no repentance." Beloved 
reader, in which class are you 1 Were you ever LOST t 
On which side of these parables does yourovrn con¬ 
science put you ? 

It is quite true that Scripture doe3 put all men really 
down together under one head, and asserts there is " no 
difference" between them before God. But there is 
just what needs to he acknowledged, and so little is, and 
to own which brings one out of the ranks of the Phar¬ 
isees into the ranks of publicans and sinners. And this 
is what makes the Gospel just the sweet and simple 
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suited utterance it is. To find real rest in' a Christ wh 6 
died for sinners, I fnust be conscious that I am only 
that, and cannot be ought olse. " Righteousness with* 
otSt works " is clear and plain when once I see I. have 
none, and can never have. The grace which answers to 
my need is explained by the knowledge of the need to 
which the grace answers. . , .,•'; ;;-,••. 
; Thus if the Pharisees in this 15th of Luke had accep* 

ted this truth, that there was no difference betwWH them¬ 
selves and the poor sinners Jesus was receiving, they 
would have rejoiced instead of murmuring at such rich 
and precious grace. And so with all who find the 
gospel " good news " hard to, receive. Their real diffi¬ 
culty id the pride of heart which eannot consent to eOmo 
down to the publicans' level. Once there, all is" easy. 
If it be grace, and only grace for any, I must allow God 
to be as gracious as He please. If I once find I. have 
nothing to pay my debt with, the only thing that will 
do for mo is this: ""When they had nothing to *pay 
He frankly forgave them both." And if my brother 
have five hundred pence to be forgiven, I can (scarcely 
stumble at the love which, forgiving me my; fifty, will 
yet freely forgive him too. •:•••• . ** '.'. '.r 

' But this will help us to make plain what exactly the 
common, level » upon which we all Stand before God. 
It is not that all have sinned exactly alike^in: %h« 
same way or with the same aggravation. There ate 
differences, which the day of judgment will take account 
of, for then men will be judged according to their'works, 
and we read of some being punished with fet*, some 
with' many stripes. Etfen there, we must remember, 
God will be the Judge. It will not.be men'* thotfghte of 
themselves that will be accepted, nor yet their thdughte 
of sin. We see our neighbours, alas, with keener eyes 
than wo do ourselves, and their sins are apt to be of (i 
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deeper dye than our own are. We who never were 
tempted with hunger can afford to look down upon the 
thief who steals to satisfy his own. To the proud, pride 
is almost a virtue, although it be " the condemnation of 
the devil." Covetousness is prudence. And all the 
while we argue for ourselves our neighbours see clearly 
through the poor and flimsy veil which only hides us 
from our own eyes. The moral of it all being that which 
it so little suits us to believe, at least as to ourselves, 
but which the wisdom of God has none the less surely 
Uttered, " The heart is deceitful above all things and 
de«perately wicked, who can know it ? " 

And after all, suppose our opinion of ourselves were 
as true as it is likely to prove most miserably false, that 
W.ould not alter at all the reality of there being " no dif¬ 
ference," upon God's ground, between the best arid the 
vilest. There are two points yet in which this remains 
true. " For," says the apostle, " there is no difference; 
all, Itava tinned." (Eom. iii. 23.) Have not you, dear 
friend ? Think as favorably of yourself as you may, you 
can scarcely do otherwise than plead guilty to such a 
charge as that! " Who has not sinned t " you adk. 
"Well then, you admit tho first ground of judgment, 
There is no difference in this respect betwean you and 
the vilest. All have sinned." You have sinnei. 

But there is another thing. Again the apostle asks 
the question, "What then? are we better than they?" 
And he answers, " Xo, in no wise : for we have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
fin." (Rom. iii. 9.) They aro "under" sin:—all are. 
You ask, perhaps, what does that exactly moan. Why, 
this, that you are under the guilt and condemnation of 
it. If you have " sinned," your only place is as with 
your " mouth stopped " as " guilty before God" (Rom. 
iii. 19). 
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I t is not the question haw mueJi you have sinned. 
That would come up in the adjudgment of the penalty, 
—of the amount of punishment. The judgment day' 
will settle that. But it is not left to the judgment day 
to determine if you ate under condemnation. That is 
determined. " He that helieveth on Him "—on Ghrist 
— " is not conclomned ; but he that believeth not i t •con-
detnned already" (John iii. 18). Under this condom*' 
nation the whole world lies. The law, the holy law* of 
God which He gave at Sinai, that men might dd Sad' 
live, has declared positively as to all, that "tberte i»' 
none righteous, no, not one; . . . . there is riona 
that doeth good, no, not one " (Rom. iii. 10-12). "And 
wo know," adds the apostle, "that whatsoever the law' 
saith, it eaith to them that are under the law/that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world become guilty 
befoTeGod" (19). "v 

You are not under trial then, beloved reader, as to 
this : sentence is pronounced, — pronounced1 on > alL 
"There" is no difference: all havo sinned, an3 come 
short of the glory of God; and there it is the apostle 
goes on to speak of "being justified freely by His1 

grace." There is no getting out of that place, except by > 
the grace of God freely justifying. • • •••••• 

Eeader, if the first part of our Lord's •words appl^ to 
ybuj take home the grace of the last. • . , • , • • . . . ; . 

" When they had nothing to pay : " {hat is j'ovti part' 
in this mattet;— 

" H B frankly FO11GAVE them both." 



SOME POINTS AS TO CONFESSION OF SINS. 
• " I( we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forglye us our sins, and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John, i. 0.) 

Various questions may be, and have been raised with 
regard to the verse before us. In the first place, to 
whom do the words apply ? Do they apply to the sin¬ 
ner enlightened and convicted, but without the know¬ 
ledge yet of forgiveness ? or do they apply to the saint's 
confession of sins committed after having known the 
Lord ? Or do they apply to both; and then how far do 
the two cases correspond to ench other ? and when may 
the believer have the assurance that he it forgiven? 
These are some questions, and important ones, to which 
I- trust the examination of the verse itself and its con¬ 
nection may give us answer, through the grace of Him 
who alone oiFectually teaches any man. 

The foundation truth of Christianity, as distinct from 
all that has preceded it, is this: that atonement has been 
actually made by the blood of Jesus, that that blood is 
before God as what satisfies Him with regard to sin, 
and enables Him to manifest Himself in grace and in 
truth. This manifestation of God i8 characteristic of 
Christianity. It is what the rent veil at the death of 
Jesus speaks of: the way into the holiest, niado mani¬ 
fest "_'(Heb. ix. 8), and the way out for Infinite Love, 
shut up behind the barrier of sin and of law. God 
Himself is " in the light" (ver. 7). 

Two effects follow: the presence of God (for " God is 
light," and " that which doth make manifest is light"), 
discovers to itself the soul that is "in the light;" but 
the blood upon the mercy-scat, the blood which h.os lot 
out the light, manifests its cleansing power far as the 
light extends. "If we walk in the U'jht, as He is in 
the light . . . the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." 
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It is not, "if we walk righteously, orlolily:*1 that 
would be a totally different thing, and positive fklsfthood 
in this connection. It is not if we walk righteously, 
that tho blood of Jesns cleanses us. The question is 
not of sin or holinoss, but of light or of darkness^ self-
knowledge or self-iguorance, knowledge of God origrior-
ance of Him. . ,f, ./, '* 

For God is in the light, no longer "in the thick dark¬ 
ness," as Solomon witnessed of Ilim even in 'Israel's 
brightest day. Christianity means acquaintanceship 
with God, who has declared Himself to us in His beloved 
Son. And that means also necessarily self-acquaintance. 

We arc, therefore, now in a position to understand 
the conditions the Apostle speaks of hero, and to whom 
they apply. The very first of them, " if we my that 
we have fellowship with Him," most clearly points to 
profession, which He takes up and test* to see if it. bo 
true or false. The second, "if we walk in the light 
the blood of Jesus cleanses us," proves that the ques¬ 
tion is not whether people are (as saints) in communion 
as they ought to be, bnt whether they are saisti, 
whether they have life at all. For all "believers art> 
cleansod thus. I am not writing now for those who 
question that. Therefore, to say, " If we walk fn tHo 
light. . . . the blood of Jesus cleanses us," is to 
say of those who do not walk in tho light, that they arc 
not believers. 

Thus the Apostle is testing Christian-professors 8S to 
the reality of their profession. It was already needful, 
oven in his day, to do so. It is more abundantly need¬ 
ful now. The " we " includes " all who call upon tho 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord." If this is true of (the 
6th and 7th versos, which we have shown it is, it is 
no less true of the three following ones. > Not only Is 
the form of language identical, "if we say," &c, bat 
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the yerses give us important illustration of the state¬ 
ment of tho preceding ones. Tho man who says ho has 
no sin is one in darkness ; the man in the light has sins 
and confesses them. And becauso the efficacy of the 
blood reaches as fur as the power of the light, the man 
•who is made to know and own his sins as manifested by 
tho light, finds the righteousness and faithfulness of God 
united in the forgiveness of his sins, and the cleansing 
from the condition which tho sins had brought him into. 

The verse before us thus in the clearest way applies to 
those to whom the entrance of God's Word has given 
.light. They have received the testimony of God as to 
•what they are and to what they have done. They find 
tho answer to the need thus created in the discovery of 
•what God is, and what //« has done. They are in the 
light, and He is in the light. They are manifested; and 
so, to their joy, is He. 

The moat perfect correspondence in principle thus 
obtains between this passage from John's •first epistle. 
and tho Psalmist's record from the side of experience of 
how he came into " the blessedness of tho man to whom 
God imputeth righteousness without works." He tells 
us of the struggle God had with him till he "confessed." 
His bonea waxed old through his roaring all the day 
ilong; day and night His hand was heavy upon him; his 
moisture was turned into the drought of summer. That 
•was "while I kept silence." But at last, says he, " I 
• acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto 
the Lord, and so Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." 
(Pa. xxxiL) 

Here is the "confession" and tha "forgiveness." 
They arc linked together precisely as in 1 John i. 
Have we anything in the Psalm that answefs to and 
may illustrate the " cleansing from all unrighteousness",, 
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that the apostle speaks of? We surely have it in mea¬ 
sure at least in the 2nd verse. The man to trhom, it 
tells us, " the Lord imputeth not iniquity," is also one 
" in whose spirit there is no guile." There is practical 
and most blessed cleansing of the soul, the fruit of that 
forgiving grace which had visited i t The heart .brought 
hack from its distance and alienation from the: Lord, 
which Bin had induced* could open itself freely and con¬ 
fidingly to Him who had but just now forgiven "all 
that debt." • - - . • - - ,* ... 

I do not go on further with the psalmi Difftodnce 
there is between it and the epistle before nay that differ-
ence which necessarily ensues from Christianity being 
distinctively what in the beginning of this paper I have 
stated it to be. Light there was before Christianity, 
but not yet "the light," God was not "manifested," 
though men divinely instructed did know much about 
Him. And so eveu in this most blessed psalm, There 
could not be yet, "the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." Nor could there be either, 
" He iff faithful and, just to forgive us out sins." The 
Cross had not yet declared His "righteousness" in this, 
nor given the sinner in the consciousness of nought but 
that, a work done for sinners, entitling all who Would 
claim the value of it in; that; name, t& rest upon His 
" faithfulness." It was His " forbearance" 'rathet, that 
the Psalmist knew. * Thus he merely states the fact of 
his having so received forgiveness, does not utate it even 
as a general principle, as here the apostle does.'- These 
are • differences which only he will consider niinnto or 
trivial, who has never had any deep exercise of sonl> as 
to that which is the thome of these two passage's. 

But tho correspondence between the two is Sufficiently 
striking, nevertheless. And that in the psalm being 
taken, up by the apostle in Bom iy., aa applying to the 
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iirst grand meeting between the soul and God, when 
justification by faith is really learnt, the application of 
the corresponding passage in tho epistle to the same time 
and evant in tho soul's history, can .scarcely bo denied. 
It is important to see it so, in the. first place, before wo 
look at other applications. 

Tho verso here, taken in this rjoitpd sense, is in per¬ 
fect harmony with the gospel olson-hero. It is true 
that the internal side is necessarily pnt forward, rather 
than the external and objective. It is the work in the 
soul that is in question, rather than tho work done for 
the soal. This results from what wo have seen to bo 
tho apostle's object here, to test as to the reality of the 
Christian profession. And tho question raised is, whe¬ 
ther there has been in the soul in very truth that which 
is' implied in repentance. Rcpentanco is an absolute 
necessity for eVery one, « necessity which the gospel by 
no means sets aside, but confirms in the fullest way. 
" Repentance arid remission of Bins " were to bo preach¬ 
ed together in Christ's name, according to the Lord's 
own commission to His disciples (Luke xxiv. 47); and 
to be put (who can doubt?) in that order. We may be 
Sure then, it is in nowise in conflict with tho gospel, any 
more than the experience of want in my soul is in con¬ 
flict with that which meets and supplies the want. 

Such is the nature of truo repentance. It is tho 
knowlodge of sin and helplessness ; of what is summed 
up in those two characters of those for whom Christ 
died,—"ungodly," and "without strength;" or in that 
one word of porhaps unequalled intensity, " loxt." Yet 
" tho Son of man came to seek and to save that which 
is 'lost.'" That surely is gospel. If repentance be the 
aoul's realization of that condition, how suitable that 
" remission of sins " should bo preached and assured to 
the repenting; and that tho order should be as in. our 



SOME POINTS A9 fO COSFESsiON 0 * S1SS. 1 1 

Lord's own words, "Repent ye and bcliove the gospel." 
Now this is just the style of the verse before us. "If 

we confess our sins," tells of these -with whom the light 
hits'been dealing, lrianifesting'the evil of heart and lifo 
until there was no word left for the burdened one to 
utter in the presence of God, but'that one solemn and 
onlyonfl—"SIN " I Yes, "sin," and nothing else. The 
absence of all eke is an important element̂  if I may 
speak p^vrndoxicall}', in the confession of one in the light 
with God. Not " sin," but no worse than my neigh¬ 
bour ;• not, " sin " and my tight feeling abont i t ; nor 
yet, " sin '' and my good resolritions and intentions; no, 
but " sin," which infects so all I am and have, my very 
feelings' about it as well as everything else, and so dis¬ 
ables riifc. from attempting promising anything about my¬ 
self fop the future, as just to leave me to mercy, mercy 
akdne, hanging upon that and only that, mere and abso¬ 
lute mercy and love, and nothing else ! 

There is my " sin," then,—I confess i t ; it is all I can 
do. Mond it or myself, I cannot. My ignoiance, eare-
lcssne'ss, tmbelief, hardness of heart, whatever else that 
may characterize a " sinner;"—I bring them, this great 
bundle of my sins, and just pnt them down before the 
Lord, not knowing the half of them, either. I find—-
what 1 mercy and lovet aye, surely; but, most •won¬ 
drous thing of i\\\i^-righteou*m'$*, con's mGHTHor/SNBss, 
on the stde of tho sinner,-—on my side aa that! 

" Faithful and just to forgive ns our sins !" "Why, 
to be srtre.' Christ died for it, didn't He t Is not God 
"just," then, in forgiving sinners for whom Jesus died 1 
Yes, and " faithful," too. Cnn He refuse that -which 
He died that sinners might have 1 Can He deny, or 
can I doubt, either, that / am a sinner 1 

Very sweet and full thon is this gospel. It needs to 
bo such that that further blessed work may be done in 
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me, which'the verso before us speaks of. The actual 
moral cleansing for the soul is in that display of God 
Himself which this reconciliation I have1 just received 
gives mo. " We joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the reconcilia¬ 
tion." In my Father's arms I learn Himself; and that 
is "what brings back the heart to Him; necessarily there¬ 
fore, out of " all unrighteousness." 

This is the primary interpretation and application of 
the passage we are considering. It is self-consistent, as 
well as in harmony with tho general doctrine of the 
word of God. But this i3 not to affirm that there is no 
other application. On the contrary, from the very 
nature of the case, there is and must be. For being still 
and ever in the light, the sins of my after-life get their 
exposure and rebuke from it, as my former sins did; 
and confession is still the resource of a soul, conscious 
that sin has come in between itself and God. The 
thing confessed moreover is surely gono as a hindrance 
to communion.* All this is simple, and there is no 
difficulty in admitting it at once, and admitting it too 
as implied in the passage here. 

But we need to look somewhat deeper at this, never¬ 
theless. There are two apparently opposite extremes, 
more nearly connected though, than is commonly 
thought, into which men, aye, and even believers, are 
prone to run,—legality or lawlessness. It is so in the 
matter before us. On tho one hand it is greatly to be 
feared, that there are some who are really taking this 
confessing of sin as a very easy way of getting rid of 
what has never greatly troubled them, and what it does 

* Tho Christian is accepted before Go<i in Christ: this never changes, be¬ 
cause Christ cannot. He can never therefore need forgiveness again in any 
feiiyo, wbioh would interfere with that. But communion may be, and ts in¬ 
terrupted by sin, and a Father's forgiveness needed for tha restoration of 
Vhis. 
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not much trouble them to have to confess vary, shortly 
again* They do not act like those cleansed from all mi -
righteousness ; or being so easily cleansed, they do not 
seem to dread very much the fresh contracting of defile¬ 
ment. 

On the other hand, there are most certainly people of 
more sensitive consciences, who cannot make confession 
of sin so light a matter. Their difficulty is to know if 
they liave properly confessed their sins, and thertforo 
•whsther they have really title to believe themselves 
forgiven. They know enough of themselves t6 mnko 
them doubtful of anything that comos from them. 
They fall necessarily, however, into judging by their 
feelings whether they are or are not forgiven. They 
cannot, in that condition, find the feelings which they 
would make the evidence of their restoration to Go<L 
They lose power over sin therefore, not because carelcs-
as to it, but because moodily occupied with themselves 
and not with Christ,'who alone "of God is made unt<> 
us sanctification." 

Neither class (although belierers), aro really as to 
their practical condition, with God at all. With His 
presenc3 apprehended aright, it would be impossiblo to 
be unexercised A3 to the sin so constantly recurring in 
the same form and character, while on the other hard 
in Ilia presence legality would be equally impossible 
Law, while it is the strength of sin, shuts out God, rn 
we have seen. 

There aro many who are thus going on day by dny. 
with sin, not open or gross, yet still conscious sin, ,v 
cumulating on the conscience, disturbing peaoc, hindei 
ing the enjoyment of the place which God has given 
them -with Himself, and really ignorant (although tiny 
know salvation truth), of the Divine remedy for all thi-, 
sure and simple nnd plainly written as it all is, 
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They havo laid hold on this verse in 1 John, it way 
be, as the whole matter in their needed cleansing and re¬ 
storation to God. They have failed to find it so, and 
no wonder; for the very simple reason that no remedy 
for the soul begins with " //' ice." It is the natural 
thought that we must begin with ourselves, no doubt. 
We forget that old, old lesson which in other forma we 
have had to learn before, that in company with sin is 
helplessness. Christ alono is healer, restorer, giver of 
power as of life itself; and it is power wo want at the 
very start. 

Wo can never set ourselves right with God. In throe 
ways we arc apt to make the trial, but the only good 
effect can be to demonstrate our impotence in each. case. 

In tho first case, it is a question of righteousness. 
When awakened to the sense of guilt and condemnation, 
tho natural attempt is to " establish our own righteous¬ 
ness," and to try and do better " by God's holp." 
And here wo havo to find that do our best, as we may, 
" all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags," and that we 
have to meet God, not as having set ourselves right,.but 
in the consciousness of being most wrong, to find that 
Christ died for tho unyodly, and that God justifies the 
•ungodly, and that "Christ is of God made unto Us 
righteousness," when we havo none of our own. 

Again, as justified ones, we try tho same thing in the 
matter of holiness. Having received righteousness by 
faith, wo would yet make holiness a work ; and very 
sincerely expect to make something of ourselves by 
God's help now in this way. Tho struggle is often a 
long and bitter one. The end is reached by tho dis¬ 
covery once more of utter impotence, and that God hav¬ 
ing ended a.11 of us in the Cross of His Son, hae left.us 
free to think of, to enjoy, and live for Him. Thus we 
are "sanctified by faith," and Christ is found to be 
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made of God unto us eandificution now, as rightoou?-
noss before. 
: .Now, in'the matter of restoration the same mistake is 
constantly made, to tho great injury of souls. Just as 
they thought once to make themselves righteous, and 
then to make themselves holy, so now they attempt to 
restore themselves to God, setting thcmsrfven 'right Viy 
confession and self-judgment. And the truth, that they 
ought to confess, and that "if we confess our sins,IIc 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins," quito blinds 
them to certain other things to the full.as necessary to 
be known as this. 

/They are ^mistaken even as to this passage being 
direction for a penitent. It is a statement of certain 
principles rather; and that in order to test the profes¬ 
sion of Christianity as to its being true or false. Its 
primary application also is not to the failures of the 
Christian man, as such, but to the sins which the en¬ 
lightened and convicted one brings (as we may. rightly 
sty), to the foot of the Cross. The other application, 
however true, is only secondary and inferential, and we 
need to take into consideration what Scriptureelsewhere 
may furnish, in order fully to apprehend the very state¬ 
ment that it makes. • ' • ' : " 

; Now the samo Apostle. John, furnishes us mtb. vfhaf 
does directly and primarily apply to the case in point. 
¥irst, in the beginning of thu next chapter, and im¬ 
mediately following the verses MT have been consider 
ing, he says, addressing himself by the familiar and en¬ 
dearing title of relationship, which, only they could 
claim who could abide the testing of the first chapter 
(compart ch. ii. 12): "My little children, these things 
write I unto you that ye Bin hot. And if any 060 sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, JesuS Christ, tho 
righteous, and He' is the propitiatioh for OUT sins." 
(ii. 1, 2). 
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Thus clearly and directly, and as if for tho first tim«, 
he addresses himself to the supposed case of the inci¬ 
dental sins, the failure of a Christian. And in view of 
it to do what 1 To put Christ before the soul aa pro¬ 
pitiation and as advocate. In the first place to com¬ 
mend the erring one, not to his own resources or expe¬ 
dients, but to the Healer and llestoror, " the righteous" 
but most tender and gracious Shepherd of His sheep. 

" An advocato with the Father." That sweet name 
of relationship is set prominently thero to assure the one 
so fallen, of the heart of the Living God abiding faithful 
still, whatever ho may have done, to all that Name im¬ 
plies. " Ho cannot deny Hinuelf." What w needed 
truth for the soul just in danger (with Peter in liko 
case) of letting slip its hold of that Divine grace, which 
alone can rat.iire, as it can alone sustain ! " I have 
prayed for thoo that thy faith fail not," wero the words 
of the " Advocato " below. That had been Hi* prayer 
as such. Is it not a specimen of such " advocacy " still, 
for those in liko manner fallen 1 Is it not what Ho 
seeks for them, that gracious One above, that sin should 
not prevail to put distance (as it tends to do) between 
the soul and God 1 For he who desires to havo 113 (no 
loss than Peter), that ho may sift us as wheat, knows 
full woll that in that place of distance, no right jndg-
mont of sin, no true confession, no good thing at all, is 
possible The "shield of faith" down, the arrows of 
the enemy, "fiery darts of tho wicked one," take but 
too sure lodgment in the soul. Well might the Lord 
pray for Peter, and sweet to know that He prays for us, 
that faith fail not. 

We turn elsewhere for tho picture of how He who is 
the Advocate with the Father carries on His blessed 
work as Restorer of the soul. Still it ig tho Apostlo 
John who furqisheg us with it, and every one will re-
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cognize in a moment that in the 13th chapter of hi? 
gospol it is that we have the cleansing of already washed 
ones. It is to such He says, as to Peter, " I f / -wash 
thce not, thou hast no part with Me." One vrashinf:, 
and that a perfect one of the whole person, had already 
taken place in his case; and therefore when he would 
have had the Lord wash his hands and his head also, 
" Jesus (with to him, He that ia washed,* needeth not 
save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit; and yo 
are clean." One " washing of water by the word," be¬ 
lievers have thus all received. They have-. been born 
again by the gospel (I Pet. i. 23, 25), and have been 
made " partakers of the divine nature " (2 Pet. i. 4). 
The old naturo is in them still, but as what, having 
received its judgment on the Cross, is no more reckoned 
to them. Hence they arc " made meet for the inheri¬ 
tance of the saints in light,"—" clean every whit." This 
blessed " meotness" nothing can touch, and BO this 
cleansing cannot bo repeated. 

But nevertheless there niay be in our walk and ways 
that which is quite unsuited to Him Who has chosen us 
for fellowship with Himself, and will rendef impossible 
our enjoyment of it. Hence the words, " If I wash thec 
not, thou hast no part with Me." Defilement of this 
sort is easily contracted, alas, in a world like this, and 
being contracted must be cleansed off, he that i* washed 
yet needeth to wash his feet. 

We come then directly to the question, what is he to 
do who is conscious that he hns sinned, and gathered 
defilement ? What does the Lord say to such, accord¬ 
ing to the 13th chapter of John? There a an "if" 
h«rt, as there is an "if" in the epistle, but it is an 

* Th4 Greek irords express a difference which the English do not. The 
first " washed" i« rather "batted," as (A the whole pen-on. The word 
elwwtotre in the chapter » (ruitt another one imrilyiiig only feeal wmhlog. 
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" if he " there, and it is " if I" horn. " // ' / wash thoo 
not," not "if ii'f. confess," but " / / ' / wash thee 3iot; 
thon liRst no part with Mo." 

And what docs this mean but that we must needs, in 
order to being cleansed, first of all como back to Him 
eren as wo sire, and put our foot with all their defilc-
iftoht '• fnto His hands, who thereupon tmdortakds the 
whble' rtratter fur us \ He cleanses, and ivot we. This 
patient ministry of love is His, of whom it is-written 
here, " having loved His owir which were in tbeworldy 
Ho loved thorn unto the end." If they ohango, Ho 
Changes not. If tho.y defile themselves, it does Cutset 
Him afre*h to servo them in inoro1 lowly gnisoihan eVer. 
Whftt liaTid less than inspired conld h.-ire penned that' 
picture of One; who, "knowing that the Father • had 
giypn nil lhiiif,M into Mis hiinds, nnd 1,1 mt He was eomo 
fronl God, and wont to God," in that full knowlodgcof 
what llo Was, set Jlimself to wiish the feet 6f His 
diseii>]es. tStiango tlmt it should bo so hard, to sS'Ta 
Him credit for His love, and to us wlio believe in His 
Oross, and know Him as the Advocute with the Father 
now in the hoavcnlies .' that we should need £ho Totnind-* 
ing that He is still ready to take on* foet 'into His 
blessed hands unwashed, Himself to wash them ! ' 1'ut 
it Is c\>fen so, and though we may -resist, as Peter ttid, 
Atvi think it htiuiility on our jmrt, and proper Estimation 
of His dignity to resist, His words reninin cveTtnifer 
not merely " if you are not washed,", but " if I w'ash 
tho© not, thou hast no jnrt with inc." , : •• . • 

(Jomc back then, poor wanderer, whoever thon art, 
that hast been trying to right thyself witli God by con¬ 
fession and self-judgment. Conic back, and receive His' 
grace, and drink in His love as full for thce as ever. 
Put thyself into the hands of the Advocate with tho 
Father, He uudeiiukes thy cause and thy caTC. .'Tliou' 
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hast no need to foar that the character arnl righteousness 
of God will bo forgotten by One- who wont to tho Cross 
to make it good,—" Jesus Christ the righteoos, and tho 
propitiation for our sins." Tho distance that you deem 
there is- between Him and yon, is all of your putting, 
not of His. You are welcome *at this moment to tho 
enjoyment of His presence, not as careless yourself of 
sin, or supposing He is, but its knowing that He Rfono 
it is that cleanses from it. > Yon must meet Him there¬ 
fore .just as you are, not as' set right, bnt as. nrteding it. 
In your Father's presence, in communion with the 
Father and the Son, alone can you judge of sin rightly ; 
alone can you find out how fat yon have wandered,'and 
what your sin has been. You mnst judge it with Him, 
or you will have no power at all to judge it. • --

And now to come back to the epistle. How doea tho 
principle " if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins," apply then here? I anvsure it 
does apply. The trouble is that-wc arc so apt to turn 
what is a most gracious assurance into a legal condition, 
which always injures the soul and makes impossible tho 
holiness wo aim at by it. It is clear when we put our 
feet into the hands of Jesus to be cleansed, tliat that 
implies the confession of sin, for it is sin that lias de¬ 
filed them. Eat it does not imply that I suppose my¬ 
self even to know the measure or quantity of my siu, or 
to come to the I/3rd in nnywiso as having gone through 
a prescribed process of self-judgment, or dono a certain 
amount of (really) legal work, and that in order to got 
back into my lost blessedness of fellowship with God. 
It is this that I believe very many are so far astray 
about, to the ruin of their own peace and the loss 01 
all power for holy walk. The qrtestion is, take me as I 
am, without attempt or pretension to b© anything but 
what I am, but my heart coveting, nevertheless, that 
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" part with Him " which tho Lord speaks of, am I not 
welcome, moat welcome to Him, and to lcavo tho task 
of cleansing to Himself who has undertaken it? 

And may I not know that my sins aro forgivon, not 
because I have plumbed the depth of my sins, and con¬ 
fessed it all according to the prescribed conditions, but 
because I have come to Him about it all, and have put 
myself into the blessed hands of the One who knows 
all my state and undertakes my cleansing] It is just 
here that there is mischief to tho soul in putting tho 
first chapter of the first epistle of John into tho place of 
the thirteenth chapter of his gospel. Confession in this 
matter practically takes tho place of Christ. Aud with 
self before one, the question is so often, liavo I confessed 
enough or aright1! a question to which my deceitful 
heart is to supply the answer! Can I, or ought I to 
trust the answer that it gives 1 

But what then 1 am I not to confess ] I answer, sure¬ 
ly confess. Unburden the heart as fully as possible. 
I believe that which is tho unfailing accompaniment of 
a healthful condition of soul is the instinct of confession. 
And as come to Him, and in His hands, as He shews mo 
what I have done and what I am, it is simple and 
blessed work to add my " Truth, Lord," to eyery fresh 
discovery. But it is one thing upon His bosom to look 
back and see what I have been in, and what led mo in¬ 
to it, and own it all out there, as He shows it to me, 
and judgo it all with Him. It is quite anothor thing to 
try and get myself Ixick to Him by an impracticable 
path of confessing all that has come in to put me at a 
distance from Him. If I am practically at a distance 
now, I am to know that it is all of my putting and of 
my keeping, never of His. My first right step is to re¬ 
turn to tho blessed place I have left. Xo door has been 
shut after mo to keep mo out, no cleansing is possible 
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whilo I am away. I have to come back owning surely 
that I have sinned, bat not as cleansed from my defile¬ 
ment, but putting myself into His hands to cleanse me. 
A little while with Him will tell mo a great deal lnorr 
about myself and give mo a great deal clearer judgment 
of my ways than months of self-occupation out of His 
presence. 

And there is free forgiveness for me from my Father 
too. Xot doled or measured out, but over-abundant 
over all my sin ; after the self-same style as when at first 
He met me, bankrupt and in my sins, and with His 
cbisped arms round ma kissed me into peace. 

I can bear to let Him tell me all. His love mine, 
His unchanging grace to meet every dark disclosure of 
what I am, and what I have done, my soul opens itself 
to Him, as the sun uncloses the garden-flowers to bask 
in its ble.«od bonus. I want no hiding, I soek ex¬ 
posure to the brightness of a glory which is the " glory 
of the Oaly-bagotten of the Father, full of grace ami 
truth" which shiuas upon ma nt onco to bless, to glad¬ 
den and to purify. " Cleansing from all unrighteous 
ness " can only be by that which fills and satisfies my 
heart with good and God. 

HELPS WITH THE USE AND APPLICATION 
<)F SOME SCRIPTURE TERMS.*. 

T. FORGIVES ESS. 

Forgiveness of sin is found in Scripture in various 
* It i* iHilwvwl t»uit many of the difflcultle* which we ftnU in amleratAn,! 

ii>g the Word are the result of not havln? it"' hr>]<I In the lint place, of ih. 
expression* n-red, when separately consklereJ. The aim of the comni.win. 
seriett of piper* is to jjive a sketch of the use and appllcitinn of some < 
these as drawn from Scripture jrenerarly, so as to help in the discernment < 
tbe application in any particular ca<ie. 

A brief statement o:i!y c-in bo attempt*!, ami the Uxts referred to wlii.-i 
establish it. Uut it i-t earnestly hoped that nn one will t ike for j^rantti 
any itatcment inarto, but t^st all by tbt> Word throughout. 
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connections which need to be carefully distinguished 
from each oilier. It may ho useful to consider it nfi 
being a gracious release from consequences which would 
otherwise necessarily result from sin. Such consequen¬ 
ces nifty lie— 

(1). Simply and strictly jtPih/I. From theso the 
Christian is wholly and fov ever delivered. He has in 
Christ " redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins " (l'"ph. i. 7), and a place whore, being identified 
with-and " accepted in the Beloved" (G), " no condem¬ 
nation" can ever again attach to him (Rom. viii. 1). 
Thus there is no putting away of sins, again and again, 
as often as committed, but the worshipper once purged 
has "no more conscience of s ins" (Hob. x. 2) ; the 
offering of Christ perfects for over—" j/er/>etualh/," as 
the word means,—those that are (as all believers are) 
sanctified by it (10, 14). 

One cannot possibly bo too simple, then, that the 
efficacy of the precious bloo.l of Christ is such for every 
one that believes in Him, that the cleansing which it 
gives never need nor possibly can be ve.pe.ated. As sinners, 
children of Adam, we are passe I away entirely, dead 
with Him in His death (Horn, vi.), and only exist before 
God as "in," and one with, His beloved Son. Wo Itnuc, 
once for all, the forgiveness of sins. 

(2). But then this is not the whole matter. And if 
we look at the moral government of God over the earth, 
it is easy to apprehend that He cannot let sin in His 
people pass without rebuke. It was His principle 
announced in Israel, " You only have I known of all the 
families of the earth, thernfore I will punish you for 
your iniquities" (Amos iii. 2). This was the solemn 
declaration when Aaron's sons, Xadah and Abihu, died 
before the Lord, " I will be sanctified in them that 
come nigh Me, and before all the people will I be 
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glorified" (Lev. x. 3). Atonement could not alter this 
which was needful for the Lord's glory in the eyes of 
men, but graco comes in to make it at the same time 
that which shall "work together" with all else, "for 
good to them that love God." It hecomes, while the 
vindication of His holiness before men:in general,.the 
tender, if solemn, chastening of a Father's' hand, of 
which it ia written: "He for our profit, that we may 
be partnkers of His holiness " (Heb. xii. 10). - . 

••Thiq principle is distinctly declared in,its.,*application 
to Christians in 1 Cor. xi. 31, 32 : "If we would judgo 
ourselves, we should not he judged; but •when we nro 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that toe should not 
Ite condemned with the mrhl." . 
; That last need-be for the chastening is toibo marked, 

as it conclusively proves how little God could pass/over 
sin.; in His own. The apostle in no wise means to de¬ 
tract from the value of the atoning blood of Christ, 
surely; yet he says, if God did not judge sin in His 
peoplo now, He would have to condemn them with tho 
world bye and bye. So little can He suffer it to pass, as 
if Ho cared not. 

This judgment was coming upon the Corinthian 
saints, far their.disregard of what was due to the Lord 
s>t His own table. They eat and drank judgment* to 
themselves, not discerning the Lord's body. On this 
account, ninny were weak and sickly among them, and 
many slept (vss. 29, 30). Disease and dotrth: were mak¬ 
ing inroads among them as the direct consequence of 
their sin., Now here, if under this discipline the soul 
got real humbling and restoration to God, that which 
otherwise would have ended in death, the Lord's mercy 
might deliver from. On the other hand, the sin might 

• As in the margin; not " damnation," as in the text Itself, M H evident 
even from T. 32, 
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bo of such a nature that death might, be inevitable. It 
might be a "sin unto death." These are the two cases 
supposed in 1 John v. 16, 17; the former of them only, 
in Jas. y. 14, 15. In the latter passage, it ia expressly 
stated, "if ho have committed sins, they shall be for¬ 
given him." Thus it is clear how a Christian man, for¬ 
given in the first sense we looked at, might still need 
forgiveness in this second one. The consequence would 
be, God would be able in complete conformity with His 
own holiness to raise up the sick one. Verses 19, 20 
give us the same thing from another side. 

Forgiveness in order to restoration of communion is 
implied in all this. With sin indulged or allowed, com¬ 
munion is as impossible as judgment is certain. The 
application of 1 John i. 9, to this has been considered 
elsewhere. 

(3). Christianity is that to which forgiveness of sins 
attaches. Baptism, therefore, which is the open putting 
on of Christ (Gal. iii.) is said to bo "for the remission 
of sins " (Acts ii. 38). It washes them nway (Acts 
xxii. 16), not surely in the sense in which the blood of 
Christ does, but as an external rite by which men are 
received out of the Jewish OT Gentile WOTW, into Chris¬ 
tianity. Through this, which is the result of the mere 
rite as such, the rent washing away of sins by the blood 
of Christ, which is the thing over in God's mind, typi¬ 
cally shines. 

Baptism is 'burial with Christ (Rom. vi. 4, Col. ii. 12). 
This shews us how far the remission of sins which \B in 
God's mind goes. The man whose sins are remitted is 
on& -who has died with Christ in His death, and exists 
no more for any fresh sins to bo charged to (Rom. vi.) 
That is the Christian position, which only ho who has 
living faith in Jesos is really in, and which baptism 
brings into as an external thing only. 
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(4). The forgiveness or remission of sins by the 
assembly (which two or three gathered to tho name of 
Jesus may represent) is a thing easy enough to under¬ 
stand from Matt, xviii. 15-20, 2 Cor. ii., &c. It is con¬ 
nected with the second, or tho governmental forgiveness 
above mentioned, in some sort as baptism is connected 
•with thz first. Tho holiness, and yet tho grace of God 
in His government is to be maiiitained by His assembly 
upon earth. •'•..•• 

ANSWERS TO SPECIAL QUESTIONS. 
1. Do you understand from Acts ii. 6-8, that each 

speaker was undorstoood by one of these different 
nationalities, or that every one of them understood him 
in his own tongue? 

Ans.—Clearly the miracle was in the speaker's case, 
and not in the hearer's, aa it would huve been in tho 
latter way. Tho diseiples were enabled to speak in the 
different tongues in which, the people of tho different 
nations could understand them. . ' 

A FRAGMENT. . . . , 
Wo may receive a benefit from a person, and be 

assured of a hearty welcome to it, and yet feel ourselves 
ill at ease in his presence. Nothing is mom common 
than this. Gratitude is awakened in the heart very 
deeply, and yet reserve and uneasiness are felt. It calls 
for something beyond our assurance of hia good will, 
and of our full welcome to his service, to mak* as. at 
ease in the presence of a benefactor. And this some¬ 
thing, I believe, is the discovery that we have an interest 
in leinuelf, as well aa in his ability to gerve us. 

This delineates, as I "judge, the experience of tho poor 
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woman' with the issue of blood (Mark v). Sho knew 
the Lord's ability to relieve her sorrow, and her hearty 
welcomo to avail herself of it. She therefore comes 
and takes the virtue out of Him without reserve. 15ut 
she. comes behind Him. This expresses her state of 
Inind. Sho knows her welcomo to Ilia sorvieo, but 
nothing more. :Bnt the Lord trains her heart for more. 
Hd lets het-: know that she is interested in Himnelf, as 
well as in His power to oblige her. He calls her 
"daughter." Ho owns kindred or relationship with her. 
This was(the communication which alone was able to 
remove her' T<mrs and'trembling. Her rich and mighty 
patron fa her kinsman. This is what her heart needed 
to know. Without this in the spirit of her mind she 
woiild have been still "behind Him;" but this gives 
her ease. "Go in peace," may then he said, as well as 
"be whole of thy plague." She need not be reserved. 
Christ does not deal with her as a patron or benefactor 
(Luke ixii. 25). She has nn interest in Himself, as 
well aa in His power to bless her. 

And so as to the Canticles. It is the lovo which war¬ 
rants personal intimacy (after the manner of the nearest 
and dearest relationships) that breathes in this lovely 
little book. The age of the union has not yet arrived. 
But; it is the time of betrothmcnt, and we are His de-
ligtit. Nay, it was so ere worlds were. As another has 
said, " in the glas3 of Hi3 eternal decrees, the Father 
showed the Church to Christ, and Christ was so rav¬ 
ished'with the sight that He gave up all for her." 

Do we believo this] Does it make us happy $ We 
aro- naturally suspicious of any 6ffors to make us happy 
in-God. Because our moral sense, our natural conscience 
tells of our having lost all right, even to His ordinary 
blessings. • Tho mere moral sense, therefore, will be 
quick to stand against it and question all overtures of 
peace from heaven, and be ready to challenge their 
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reality. But hero comes .the .-vigour! of . the • Spiritual 
mind, or the energy of faith.' • Faith gftiTrsays those con¬ 
clusions of nature. And in the revelation of God! faith 
reads our abundant;title to bo near Ilun, find be .happy 
with Him, tViqiighu natural conscience and .our; sense of 
the fitness of things,- would hare it- Otherwise. •' Faith 
feeds where the, moral sensibilities of the i natura^inind 
would count i t presuming even-to tread; •*,.. .' .., .'•>? 

..-.";. - -'•••„ . - . • ; . . . '.'•[-]• J . / G . r . . 

' T h "brlglit, all hriglit ' t*foreme. anil !the Y»*vor54""'.'" .̂  
Hasten me. on tp'tlie itcriiiTlmghttiess,' ' . (. 
The blest lnlitriiaiice of the saints in lights .,,; .. 
Sorrow is all befriml me, ami tho. l>eahts , . . T 
Of tlie fast coming <lay upon.iny soul " . , .' 
Kiss into 'glory all the clomls tl«it lmng ',,' ' j 
Once hftavily o'er my path. How all is pliangwl' 
They linger now about nie lint to catch 
And to throw back the dawn.in radiance -t ,} 
Like to the raiulKny,glory roinul tlie tlirptis. . , .-. 

0 world,, poor woirW, that'iliJst'iiot know tliy ford, 
Nor value, heaven's treasures in XTia lianil, ,: . '," , 
Nor know the love that bronglit Him' <Jow& 16 ihVe 
Abased anil emptied' of tlie form of GodT. :

 ; '.,'.'V-4
:. 

That flidst inis>lce'Bt tliei.lo*lihess'of gfaciv " ,^ r 
AVlitch suvini; others, iculd not save itself! ,! 
Tlio Cross of sliain'e, tli'ii Cmss thon ga-i-fest TUin,*.. 
Tfion 1<newest not iiiiist he.transformed •when He, , 
The Holy One, hiing on if; knewest not ' .' '", 
That douth with all things else innst own tlie One . 
AVhoui only man rejecteU,-—that His death 
Was but thy sentence^ and His cross thy cross. 

IPobr world, that lie'eT'sliall see sucli "sigli't again, -' 
The only glory ami the only joy 
Amid th)' shadows is tlie lou'ely jiath , . ,',', 
Of One who had riot .where fo lay His head, 

* " Tlie Christians to the lkrrw1* was thft cry «f the hwithett fxmulaco In 
the days of the "Roman emperor,*', vhen being tlirovm to the wiVd ueasts in 
the amphitheatre was a common punishment. 


