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ADDRESS TO THE READER.

+ Ix presenting to the reader the first number of our
periodical, we feel called upon to state our reasons for
entering upon such a service, and also the objects which
wve hope, by the grace of God, to effect.

We do not deem any apology necessary for adding
another to the numerous publications already extant,
having for their object the circulation of pure truth.
‘We want them all, and thousands more, if we could
get them. . We cannot have too many agencies for the
furtherance of that which is good, and the suppression
of that which is evil.

For, first of all, it is a lamentable fact that the
enemy of souls has wrought, far more diligently, at the
printing press, than the servants of the living God.
Numerous as are the books, the pamphlets, the tracts,
and the periodicals in which the words of eternal truth
shine, for the instruction and comfort of souls, yet are
they outnumbered, to an appalling amount, by publica-
tions of an infidel, immoral, and irreligious tendency.

2. We believe that the art of printing was designed,
by a gracious Providence, as a powerful engine for the
diffasion of scriptural knowledge; but we cannot shut
our eyes to the startling fact that the enemy is making
diligent use of that very art, for the purpose of cor-
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rupting, in all directions, the springs of thought and
feeling. He is publishing, in the cheapest and most
attractive form, gross evil, soul-destroying error, and
perverted truth. And, we may. safely say, if positive
error has slain its thousands, perverted truth has slain
its tens of thousands.

8. Now, we are fully assured that, notwithstanding
all the enemy’s efforts, the Lord is gathering out His
own—that He is accomplishing His purposes, and
hastening His everlasting kingdom. But should this
be a reason for slackness, coldness, and indifference, on
the part of the servants of Christ? The very reverse;
yea, the assurance thereof is the basis of “stedfast”
and “ unmovable” service. It is because we know, on
divine authority, that ¢ our labour shall not be in vain
in the Lord,” that therefore we work. Thank God for
such a solid foundation! It would be sad, indeed, if
what our God has graciously given as a soul-stirring
encouragement to work should be used as a plea for in-
activity—if the assurance of reaching God’s end were to-
be a reason for neglecting God’s means, This would be
a grievous use to make of the goodness and faithfulness
of God.

4. But, further, we undertake this service because
we feel bound to serve and testify, while the time for
service and testimony lasts. The day is rapidly ap-
proaching, in the which we shall not be called upon to
render such fruits. When we get into the Master's
presence, we shall admire and worship; but, now, in
“the little while,” in the night of His absence, it is
our holy and happy privilege to be “always abounding
in the work of the Lord.” (1 Cor. xv. 58.) We are
responsible to let the light shine forth, in every pos-
sible way—to circulate the truth of God, by all means,
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by word of mouth, by “ paper and ink,” in public and
private, “in the morning and in the evening,” “in
season and ont of season;” we should “sow beside all
waters.” In a word, whether we consider the impor-
tance of divine truth, the value of immortal souls, or
the fearful progress of error and evil, we are impera-
tively called upon to be up and doing, in the name of
the Lord, under the guidance of His word, and by the
grace of His Spirit.

Such, then, beloved reader, are our reasons for
issning this monthly paper. We are anxious, so far
as in us lies, to lend a helping hand in the good work.
‘We desire to spread the glad tidings, to feed the lambs
and sheep of the flock of Christ, to move in the current
of His thoughts and sympathies, and to promote the
glory of His holy name. We believe there cannot be
too many heralds of the gospel of the grace of God—
too many hands stretched forth to scatter the good seed
of the kingdom, or to feed the beloved Church of God.
Alas! that there should be so few. May the Lord raise
up and send forth gifted and holy labourers into His
vineyard !

II. And, now, one word as to the objects which we
hope to effect.

1. We hope to furnish the poor of the flock with a
penny serial, containing plain papers, designed for their
special use.

2. We hope to be enabled to set forth the funda-
mental traths of the gospel—the free grace of God—
the efficacy of the blood of Jesus Christ—the power and
value of His advocacy and priesthood—the atiractions
and dignity of His Person, and the hope of His coming
glory.

3. Moreover, we hope to furnish, from time to time,
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as the Lord may enable us, brief and simple expositions
of various portions of the word of God, adapted for
such persons as are not in a position to devote much
time to the study of scripture. The aim of such expo-
sitions shall be “to stir up the pure mind”—to draw
out the affections after Christ—to establish the heart
and conscience in foundation truth—to deepen the
soul’s experience of divine things—to elevate the tone of
life and character—and to enlarge the spiritual vision.

4. Finally, we cherish the hope of being enabled to
send forth, every month, a Magazine, in which THE -
NAME OF JESUS shall be the great, prominent ob-
jeet. He is, in very truth, the living centre of « things
new and old.” He it is who says, * Jehovah possessed
me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.
I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was.” (Prov. viii. 22,28.) And He it is
who, as the Incarnate One, was emphatically the * zew
thing in the earth.” He is worthy of all honour. So
worthy is He, that the book or the tract which has not
for its direct object the glory of His most excellent
name is not worth the printing. Every tongue should
speak His worth. Every pen should portray His
character. Every page of every book should be fra-
grant with the graces of His adorable Person. - There is
1o name like the name of Jesus.

Such, then, are the objects which we have in view,
in the publication of ¢ TmiNes NEw axp Orp;” and we
earnestly desire that when these objects cease to sway
the minds of all connected with this Magazine its exist-
ence may terminate. If God does not want it, nejther
do we. And if it be not for the furtherance of His
glory and the good of His Church at large, we would
not desire to have aught to do with it. We can truly
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" say to our readers, “ We seek not yours, but you.” If
. our pages should be used of God to bring any souls to
. find settled peace in the blood of the cross, or to stir up
.-any hearts to a more intense devotedness to Christ, or a
greater longing for His glorious advent, we shall count
" ourselves amply——oh! how amply—rewarded.
May the Lord grant His rich blessing upon this pub-
lication! May He be graciously pleased to use it for
" the advancement of His cause in the earth, and for the
permanent profit of souls! Amen.—Eb.

——o03i0o—

THE TRUE GROUND OF PEACE.
“When I see the blood I will pass over you.”—Exod. xii. 13.

THE dlood on the lintel secured Israel's peace. There was
uothing more raquired in order to enjoy settled peace, in
reference to the destroying angel, than the application of
the blood of sprinkling. God did not add anything to the
blood, because nothing more was necessary to obtain salva-
tion from the sword of judgment. He did not say, “ When
T see the blood and the unleavened bread or bitter herbs, I
will pass over you.” By nomeans. These things had their
proper place, and their proper value; but they never could
be regarded as the ground of peace, in the presence of God.

It is most needful to be simple and clear as to what it is
which constitutes the groundwork of peace. So many
things are mixed up with the work of Christ, that souls
are plunged in darkness and uncertainty as to their aceept-
ance. They know that there is no other way of being saved
but by the blood of Christ; bnt the devils know this, and
it avails them nought. What is needed is to know that we
are saved—absolutely—perfect—eternally saved. There
isno such thing asbeing partly saved and partly lost; partly
justified and partly guilty; partly alive and partly dead;
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partly born of God and partly not. Thereare but the twp
states, and we must be in either the one or the other.

The Israelite was not partly sheltered by the blood, and
partly exposed to the sword of the destroyer. Heknew he
was safe. He did not hope so. He was not praying to be
so. He was perfectly safe. And why? Because God had
said, *When I see the blood I will pass over you.” He
simply rested upon God’s testimony abont the shed blood.
He set to His seal that God was true. He believed that
God meant what He said, and that gave him peace. He
was able to take his place at the paschal feast, in confidence,
quietness, and assurance, knowing that the destroyer could
not touch him, when a spotless victim had died in his stead.

If an Israelite had been asked as to his enjoyment of
peace, what would he have said? Would he have said,
“I know there is no other way of escape but the blood of
the Lamb; and I know that that is a divinely-perfect way;
and, moreover, I know that that blood has been shed and
sprinkled on my door-post; but, somehow, I do not feel
quite comfortable. I am not quite sure if T am safe. Ifear
1 do not value the blood as I-ought, nor love the God of my -
fathers as I ought.” Would such have been his answer?
Assuredly not. And yet hundreds of professing Christians '
speak thus, when asked if they have peace. They put their
thoughts about the blood, in place of the blood itself, and
thus, in result, make salvation as much dependent upon
themselves as if they were to be saved by works.

Now, the Israclite was saved by the blood «lone, and not
by his thoughts about it. His thoughts might be deep or-
they might be shallow; but, deep or shallow, they had
nothing to do with his safety; he was not saved by his
thoughts or feelings, but by the blood. God did not say,
¢ When you see the blood I will pass over you.” No; but
“When Isee.” What gave an Israelite peace was the fact -
that Jehovah’s eye rested on the blood. This tranquillized
his heart. The blood was outside, and the Israelite inside,
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8o that he could not possibly see it; but God saw it and-
that was quite enough.

The application of this to the question of a sinner’s peace:
is very plain. Christ, having shed His blood, as a perfect.
.atonement for sin, has taken it into the presence of God,
ond sprinkled it there; and God’s testimony assures the
believer that everything is settled on his behalf, All the
claims of Justice have been fully answered; sin has been
perfectly put away, so that the full tide of redeeming lover
may roll down from the heart of God, along the channel
which the sacrifice of Christ has opened for it.

To this truth the Holy Ghost bears witness. He ever sets-
forth the fact of God’s estimate of the blood of Christ. He
points the sinner’s eye to the accomplished work of the
cross. He declares that all is done; that sin has been put’
far away, and righteousness brought nigh—so nigh that it
is “to all them that believe.” Believe what? Believe what
God says, becanse He says it, not because they feel it.

Now, we are constantly prone to look at something im
ourselves as necessary to form the ground of peace. We-
are apt to regard the work of the Spirit ¢n us, rather than
the work of Christ for us, as the foundation of our peace.
This is a mistake. We know that the operations of the
Spirit of God have their proper place in Christianity ; but
His work is never set forth as that on which our peace’
depends. The Holy Ghost did not make peace ; but Christ
did. - The Holy Ghost is not said to be our peace; but
Christ is. God did not send “preaching peace” by the
Holy Ghost; but “by Jesus Christ”” (Comp. Acts x. 365
Eph. ii. 14, 17; Col. i 20.)

The Holy Ghost reveals Christ; He makes us to know,
enjoy, and feed upon Christ. He bears witness to Christ;
takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto us. He
is- the power of communion, the seal, the witness, the
earnest, the unction. In short, His operations are essential.
‘Without Him, we can neither see, hear, know, feel, experi-
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ence, enjoy, nor exhibit aught of Christ. This is plaiu"

.and is understood and admitted by every true and rightly-
instructed Christian.

Yet, notwithstanding all this, the work of the Spirit is
mot the ground of peace, though He enables us to enjoy
‘the peace. He is not our title, though He reveals our title
and enables us to enjoy it. The Ioly Ghost is still carry«
ing on His work in the soul of the believer. He *maketh
‘intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered.” He
labours to bring us into more entire conformity to the Lord
Jesus Christ. His aim is “ to present every man perfect in
Christ.” Heis the Author of every right desire, every holy
.aspiration, every pure and heavenly affection, every divine
experience; but His work in and with us will not be com-
plete until we have left this present scene, and taken our
place with Christ in the glory. Just as, in the case of
Abraham’s servant, his work was not complete until he
presented Rebecea to Isaac.

Not' so the work of Christ for us. That is absolutely
and eternally complete. He could say, “I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do.” (John xvii. 4.)
And, again, It is finished.” The blessed Spirit cannot yet
say He has finished the work. He has been patiently and
faithfully working for the last eighteen hundred years, as
the true—the divine Vicar of Christ on earth. He still
works amid the various hostile influences which surround
-the sphere of His operations. He still works in the hearts
of the people of God, in order to bring them up, practically
and experimentally, to the divinely-appointed standard.
But He never teaches a soul to lean on His work for peace
in the presence of divine holiness. His office is to speak of
Jesus. He does not speak of Himself. “He,” says Christ,
“shall take of mine and show it unto yon.” He can only
present Christ’s work as the solid basis on which the soul
must rest for ever. Yea, it is on the ground of Christ’s
perfect atonement that He takes up His abode and carries
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His operations in the believer. “In whom also, after
at ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
romise.” No power or energy of the Holy Ghost could
ncel sin.  The blood has done that. “The blood of Jesus
ist his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
It is of the utmost importance to distinguish between the
pirit’s work n us, and Christ’s work for us. Where they
re confounded, one rarely finds settled peace as to the
nestion of sin. The type of the passover illustrates the
istinction very simply. The Israelite’s peace was not
ounded on the unleavened bread or the bitter herbs, but
pon the blood. Nor was it, by any means, a question of
hat e thought about the blood, but what God thought
bout it. This gives immense relief and comfort to the
eart. God has found a ransom, and He reveals that ran-
om to us sinners, in order that we might rest therein, on
he authority of His word, and by the grace of His Spirit.
nd albeit our thoughts and feelings must ever fall far
hort of the infinite preciousness of that ransom, yet, inas-
uch as God tells us that He is perfectly satisfied about
lour sins, we may be satisfied also. Our conscience may
well find settled rest where God's holiness finds rest.
i Beloved reader, if you have not as yet found peace in
Jesus, we pray you to ponder this deeply. See the sim-
plicity of the ground on which your peace is to rest. God
is well pleased in the finished work of Christ—¢ well
pleased for his righteousness’ sake.” That righteousness is.
not founded upon your feelings or experience, but upon the
shed blood of the Lamb of God; and hence your peace is
not dependent upon your feelings or experience, but upon
the same precious blood which is of changeless efficacy,
and changeless value in the judgment of God.

‘What, then, remains for the believer? To what is he
called? To keep the feast of unleavened bread, by putting
away everything contrary to the lLallowed purity of his
elevated position. It is His privilege to feed upon that
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precious Christ whose blood had cancelled all His guilt.
- Being assured that the sword of the destroyer cannot
touch him, because it has fallen upon Christ instead: it is
for him to feast in holy repose within the blood-stricken
-door, under the perfect shelter which God’s own love has
-provided in the blood of the cross.
May God the Holy Ghost lead every doubting, wavering
heart to find rest in the divine testimony contained in those
words, “ WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD I WILL PASS

QOVER YOU.”—Tre above is an extract, slightly altered, from the
MS. of ¢ Notes on the Book of Exodus.”

-0 SR O s

COMFORT FOR A BEREAVED HEART.

It is sweet to see the Lord’s hand in all His ways of tender,
faithful love towards us, He only loves, Judgment is
passed. Love alone remains for the dear children of His
grace. There is nothing peral in the dispensations of a
Father's hand. He chastens us; but if He does, it is only
“ that we may be partakers of his holiness.” (Heb. xii. 10.)
And, blessed be His name, if the chastening leaves a deep
furrow, in the bereaved heart, it is but a channel through
which the love of our heavenly Father's heart may flow.

This love may be manifested in various ways. Some-
times He gives us a sight and a sense of the wretchedness
and loathsomeness of our own nature, so that we cannot
bear to look at ourselves; and then we are glad to turn to
the blessed Lord and gaze on what we are in Him, who is
in the Father’s presence for us. Such experience had
David, Peter, Paul, and many others.

But sometimes His tender heart will seek to bring about
the same blessed results by sore bereavement. He breaks
one cord of the heart after another, until He comes to the
last, and that, too, must go; for He will have us wholly to
Himself. His love can endure no rivals. ‘
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However, though the relationship be broken on earth, the
*affections are formed anew in resurrection, in connexion
- with Christ, our heavenly centre, where they can never
rmore be interrupted. They are re-set, re-strung, re-estab-
'lished, for ever, in purest, brightest glory'. God must have

us entirely to Himself. He cannot afford to let the affec-

“tions of His children go out after another. But oh! sweet
thought! the cord which He has snapped on earth, He has
joined in heaven, in resurrection life and glory. It is but
the more closely, permanently, and gloriously joined, never,
no néver more, to be undone. Sooner or later, every one
of our heart-strings must be broken, with all that pertains
to self and the world, and be re-strung for a glorious im-
mortality.

All this is divinely true, now, in the blessed Jesus. He
is done with everything that could have kept us from God.
He came, in perfect grace and love, into the state we were
in by sin. Himself absolutely sinless, IIe passed through
‘it all for us. “For in that he himself suffered, being
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.” (Heb.
ii. 18.) And now He would have us, in reference to these
things; to be as He is—to enter into His joy. He is now
at home in the presence of God, leaving sin, nature, the
world, and all such, behind. And He is now saying to us,
#See what I have done, as you and jfor you. Enter into
the reality, and taste the sweetness of it all. ¢All things

tare yours. Lift up your eyes, and behold the fields of
i glory ; reach hither your hand, and pluck the clusters from
the vine of God. Let God be your joy, your resource, your
:object, as He is mine.”

There is no rest, no resource, but in, the living God—no
happiness but in Him.

“ Who sought it else,
Sought mellow grapes beneath the icy pole;
Sought blooming roses on the cheek of death;
Sought substance in a world of fleeting shade™
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THE DOUBLE PHASE OF THE SECOND
ADVENT.
1 Thess. iv. 135 v. 11.

THESE verses form a very distinct section of this instructive
and valuable epistle, in which the inspired apostle sets forth
* the two great phases of the second advent of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, viz.: 1st, That phase of it which
bears upon a sorrowing Church ; the 2nd, That phase of it
which bears upon @ rejoicing world.

The Holy Ghost makes use of the same grand truth, at
once to comfort the heart of a weeping saint and to warn
the heart of an exulting worldling. The tears of the for-
mer, and the boastings of the latter, are both met by the
same all-important and most influential doctrine.

Now, it is usual to ascribe to death what the apostle here
ascribes only to the Lord’s coming. We frequently hear it
said, when a christian friend has departed, ¢ We shall soon
follow him.” This is not what the apostle says; but quite
the reverse. “Iwould nothave you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them that have fallen asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope.” And why not? Is
it because they were so soon to follow them? By no means.
This would be put to death in the place of a returning
Christ. The comfort which the Holy Ghost had to offer to
the bereaved heart of a saint, rested on a totally different
ground. “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again
even so also them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him.” The coming of Christ was so near to the apostle’s
heart—so vividly and so naturally before his soul, as the
proper object of hope, that he can say, “ we who are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord.” The worldly
heart would say, “ My Lord delayeth his coming;” but the
true attitude of a saint, in reference to the second advent of
Christ, is set forth in the expression, *we which are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord.”

The two great boundaries of the Church’s existence, down
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here, are the cross and the coming of Christ. In the cross,
death and judgment are for ever set aside, as regards the
Church ; and, instead thereof, the whole scene is filled with
glory. It is appointed unto men once to die, and after
that the judgment; so Christ was once offered to bear the
sins of many, and unto them that look for him shall he ap-
pear the second time, without sin, unto salvation.” (Heb. ix.

.27,28.) Christ's coming in glory, without any reference
to, or connexion with, sin, is the distinctive hope of the
Church. “He hath appeared once, in the end of the world
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself;” and, hence,
He has nothing more to say to sin; but when He comes
again, it will be unto salvation.

Now, it is important to see with distinction the double
phase of Christ’s second coming, as set forth in Thessalo-
nians, by the two expressions, *“the coming of the Lord ;”
and “the day of the Lord;” the former has distinct refer-
ence to the Church ; the latter to the world: the former has
nothing to do with “times and seasons;” the latter has:
the former is unconnected with events amongst the nations;
the latter is not.

The great burden of the prophets is the moral govern-
ment of God amongst the nations of the earth, including
His dealings with that peculiar nation, Israel—a subject of
immense interest fo the saint, not because of his personal
connexion therewith, but because it involves the counsels
of God, and His ways with man on the earth. But we may
look in vain, throughout the pages of Old Testament pro-
phecy, for any enunciation of the doctrine of the Church’s
position, her calling, or her hope. These things * were not
in other ages made known to the sons of men, as they are
now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets, by the
Spirit.” (Eph. iii. 5.)

Such being the case, it is evident that the hope of the
Church cannot be affected by those events which form the
more immediate subject of the Old Testament prophets

1-8
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“That blessed hope™ shines out in all its peculiar bright-
uness, without so much as a single intervening cloud. ¢The
bright and morning star” glitters on the Church’s horizon,
and the fondly cherished hope of seeing it cheers her heart
and animates her spirit during the dreary watches of this
dark night. “Y will give him the bright and morning star,”
is Christ’s own promise ; and He Himself is that star.

The Holy Ghost, by the prophet Malachi, presents Christ
to the hopes and expectations of the pious remnant of
Israel, as “the Sun of Righteousness” who shall “arise
with healing in his wings;” but ¢ the bright and morning
star” awakens an entirely different train of thought in the
soul. The Church will have been in the enjoyment of her
morning star before the beams of the Sun of Righteousness
cheer the sorrowing heart of the remnant of Israel. It is
only those who are on the watch during the night who are
favoured with the sight of the morning star; when the Sun
shines forth over the earth, at the opening of the millennial
morning, the God-fearing remnant shall eatch the first
glimpse of His beams; and when He comes to His meridian
height “every eye shall see him.”

The moment Christ rises up from the Father’s throne, the
Charch rises from earth to meet Him in the air. For that
moment the Church waits. Till then, the Holy Ghost
works, in connexion with the gospel of Christ, for the
purpose of gathering out the remainder of God’s elect. Till
then, He also works to present evexry man perfect in Christ
Jesus. Bat when the time, arranged in the divine counsels,
has fully come, % The Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the
trump-of God.” This is the Church’s special hope, and in
full keeping with Christ’s gracious promise in John xiv.
“1 will come again, and receive you unto myself, that
where I am, there ye may be also.” Observe the peculiar
grace of the words “ 7 will come again”—¢ the Lord Himself
shall descend.” He will ot send an angel, nor a legion of
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angels; no; He will come Himself. Such is His grace—
such, too, the dignity put upon His beloved bride.

And all this is founded upon the truth, that “ Jesus died
and rose again.” “If,” says the inspired apostle, * we be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” The Lord Jesus

_was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father; and
all who sleep in Jesus, being part of His body, shall be
-raised up, and presented with Him in His coming glory.
God raised Christ from the dead; and, if we believe that,
we can, in like manner, believe that all who sleep in Jesus
shall be raised up and brought with Him, at His glorious
appearing, “If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from
the ‘dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies, by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you.” (Rom. viii. 11.) All is founded
upon our connexion with Christ. The head and the body,
being one, shall appear together in glory. ‘For this we
say unto you, by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain to the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent
them that are asleep; for the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise
first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and
8o shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
- another with these words.” Similar is the teaching in 1 Cor.
xv. ‘“Behold I shew you a mystery: we shall not all
sleep; but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed.” -

Here we have the hope of the Church very clearly and
simply enunciated; and most needful it is that the saints
should receive it as clearly and simply as.it is here laid
down, seeing that the enemy has sought to encumber it
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with a variety of other things, which however interesting
as subjects of study, are nowise attractive as objects of
hope. For example, some would teach the saints that they
must be trampled down under the feet of the beast, ere
their hearts can be gladdened by the sight of the morning
star. Where do I find this in 1 Cor. xv., or 1 Thess. iv.?
And yet these scriptures do, as we have said, clearly set
forth that which constitutes the Chureh’s hope. So also in
chap. i., we read, “ye turned to God from idols, to serve
the living God, and to wait”—for what? The beast? No.
The man of sin? No. The false prophet ? No. The full
development and final destruction of Nebuchadnezzar's
image? No. What then? ¢To wait for HIs SoN from
heaven.” This is simple and conclusive enough for any
mind that is desirous of being subject to the authority of
holy seripture.

The Church is not taught to wait for any movements
amongst the nations, for the restoration of the Jews, for
the development of the ten toes of Nebuchadunezzar’s image,
for the consolidation of the Roman Empire, for the drying
up of the river Euphrates, in order to prepare the way of
the kings of the east; in short, she is not to wait for any
earthly event whatever, but simply for the Son from heaven
—¢the bright and morning star.” True, all these things
are the direct subject of prophetic testimony, and, as such,
profoundly interesting to the spiritual student of seripture,
just as the destinies of Sodom were interesting to Abraham,
though, personally, he had nothing whatever to do with
them,

Every Christian, whatever may be the measure of his pro-
phetic knowledge, should take an interest in the study of
prophecy, not that he may build up a system, or defend a
theory, but simply that he may be more or less acquainted

- with the ways and counsels of God, and the destinies of
this lower world, But his specific hope is a totally different
thing. He will not find that in the pages of Old Testament
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prophecy., There is nothing there about the Head and the
body, the Bridegroom and the bride meeting in the air.
He will read of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Tyre, Gog and
Magog; and the connexion of all these with the city of
Jerusalem, and the land of Israel. But these have nought
to do with the outshining of the “bright and morning
star.”  That star is the emblem of a celestial glory, far
removed from this dark and stormy world—a glory which
shall appear to the Church while a Christ-rejecting world
is still wrapped in profound slumber, or intoxicated with
its own proud and godless schemes.

Now, when we turn to the second phase of the advent,
as presented in 1 Thessalonians v. 1—11, we find something
entirely different. We here come to ¢ times and seasons,”
concerning which the apostle felt he had no need to write
to the Church, because she had nothing to do with such, so
far as she herself was personally concerned. The Church
belongs to the day and to the light, and therefore has no
need to be guided by * times and seasons,” or “the signs of
the times.” Such things have direct reference to those who
shall be involved in the terrors of the “day of the Lord,”
and by no means to those who have to do with the morning
star—those who shall bave met Christ as a Bridegroom in
the air, before the revelation of the day.

It must be evident, to every reflecting mind, that there
is a vast difference between the appearance of the morning
star, and the revelation of the sun’s full brightness. Nor

-is the difference less striking between the coming of a
bridegroom to an expecting bride, and the bursting in of a
thief upon an intoxicated or a slumbering household ; and
yet the two phases of the advent are thus strikingly con-
trasted. * Yourselves know perfectly, that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night; for when tkey (not
ye) shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction
cometh upon ¢kem (not upon you) as travail upon a woman
with child, and they shall not escape.” This is peculiarly
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solemn, and eminently calculated to strike terror into a
worldly heart. Indeed, the coming of the thief is as terri-
fying, as the coming of the Bridegroom is attractive. But
the two things are as distinct as they can be, and they can-
not be confounded without gerious damage to the mind of
a saint.

It would seem as if the Thessalonians had suffered from
having so confounded them. They seem to have, at first,
feared lest their departed friends should not participate in
the joys of Christ’s return; and when corrected as to this,
they would appear to have run into another error ; namely,
that of fearing lest they themselves should be involved in
the terrors accompanying ‘“the day of the Lord.” This
latter thought is fully corrected in the second epistle; andy
in the apostle’s mode of correction, there is, if possible, &
still fuller and clearer presentation of the double phase of
the advent. He says, “ We beseech you, brethren, by the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering to-
gether unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind
neither be troubled, whether by spirit, or by word, or by
epistle as from us, as if the day of the Lord were at hand,”
or had actually set in. Here the two things are brought
into direct contrast, and the saints are exhorted, on the
ground of their participation in the joys of the formers
not to dread being involved in the terrors of the latter.
This is most conclusive. The eoming of the Lord is the
Church’s hope, the day of the Lord is the world’s dread;
the former will be the consummation of the saint’s joy;
the latter will be the death-knell of the worldling’s happi-
ness.

“The day of the Lord shall so come as a thief in the
night.” It is never said that the morning star shall so
come as a thief in the night. Trae, the Lord says to the
angel of the church, in Sardis, ¢ If, therefore, thou wilt not
wateh, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour I will come upon thee.” (Rev. iii. 3.) This
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passage, so far from presenting any difficulty, rather affords
a strong confirmation of the truth on which we have been
dwelling. The Church of Sardis had a name to live, and
was dead : it had sunk down, very much to the level of the
world, and therefore it is that the Lord presents to it that
phase of His advent which properly belongs to the world.
If the saint mingles with the world, he must expect to be
threatened with the world’s portion. If Lot goes down to
Sodom, he must participate in Sodom’s woes. But we
know full well, that ¢a thief” is not Christ’s proper aspect
to the Chureh. ¢ Ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief.” We, properly,
belong to the day; but if we, through ignorance or un-
faithfulness, get out of our proper position, we cannot
expect the Spirit to animate us with our proper hopes. If
we sink to the world’s level, we shall look at the future
from the world’s point of view. ¢ Ye are all the children
of the light and the children of the day; we are not of the
pight nor of darkness. Wherefore, let us not sleep as do
others, but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep
sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken
in the night ; but let us who are of the day be sober, put-
ting on the breastplate of faith and love, and for an helmet
the hope of salvation; for God hath not appointed us unto
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ
who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him.” Such is our proper position—
our proper hope. And be it observed, that our living
together with Christ is founded on the fact that Christ died
for us. His dying for us secures our living with Him,
whether we wake or sleep.

It is well to note this. It sweetly reveals the grace of
Him with whom we have to do, whose death for us secures,
infallibly, our being linked with Him in that eternal glory
for which both He and His saints now wait. By this
gracious assurance, and not by any feeling of dread or



20 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

uncertainty, would the blessed Spirit superinduce a watchful
condition of soul. And, assuredly, the heart that could use
such a truth as an excuse for not watching, can know but
little of the real power of either grace or glory. Suchan
one would say, ¢ Let us continue in sin that grace may
abound.”

I would only observe, in conclusion, that the apostle
closes his view of both phases of the advent, with the same
sweet exhortation,  comfort yourselves with these words.”

——— O O

THE LORD HATH BORROWED IT.

“ He ghall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom.”—Jsaiah x1. 11

Resr, for the little sleeper;

Joy, for the ransomed soul :
Peace, for the lonely weeper,
Dark though the waters roll.

‘Weep for the little sleeper,
‘Weep, it will ease the heart ;
Though the dull pain be deecper,
Than gith the world to part.

Hath the dear Saviour found him,
Laid him upon His breast,

Folded His arms around him,
Hushed him to endless rest ?

Grieve not, with hopeless sorrow,
Jesus has felt your pain,

He did thy lamb but borrow,

He'll bring him back again,—ANoxN.

—— O OO
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“WHAT WAIT I FOR?

Psalm xxxix, 7.

THIs is a searching question for the heart; but it is ofttimes
& most salutary one, inasmuch as we may constantly detect

- ourselves in an attitude of waiting for things which, when
they come, prove not to be worth waiticg for.

The human heart is very much like the poor lame man
at the gate of the temple, in Acts iii. He was looking at
every passer by, “expecting to receive something:”’ and
the heart will ever be looking out for some relief, some
comfort, or some enjoyment, in passing circumstances. It
may, ever and anon, be found sitting by the side of some
creature-stream, vainly expecting that some refreshment
will flow along its channel.

It is amazing to think of the trifles on which nature
will, at times, fix its expectant gaze—a change of circum-
stances—change of scene—change of air—a journey—a
visit—a letter—a book—anything, in short, is sufficient to
raise expectations in a poor heart which is not finding its
centre, its spring, its all, in Christ.

Hence the practical importance of frequently turning
sharp round upon the heart with the question, “ What wait
Ifor? Doubtless, the true answer to this enquiry would,
at times, furnish the most advanced Christian with matter
for deep humiliation and self-judgment before the Lord.

In the sixth verse of the thirty-ninth psalm, we have
three great types of character, as set forth in the ¢ wvain
show”’—¢“vain disquietude”—and “heaping up.” These
types may sometimes be found combined; but very often
they have a distinct development.

There are many whose whole life is one *vain show,”
whether in their personal character, their commercial posi-
tion, their political or religious profession. There is nothing
solid about them—nothing real—nothing true. The glitter
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is the most shallow gilding possible. There is nothing
deep, nothing intrinsic. All is surface work—all the
merest flash and smoke,

Then, again, we find another class, whose life is one
continued scene of “ vain disquietude.” You will never find
them at ease—never satisfied—never happy. There is
always some terrible thing coming-—some catastrophe in
the distance, the bare anticipation of which keeps them in
a constant fever of anxiety. They are troubled about pro-
perty, about friends, about trade, about children, about ser-
vants. Though placed in circumstances which thousands
of their fellow-creatures would deem most enviable, they
seem to be in a perpetual fret. They harass themselves in
reference to troubles that may never come, difficulties they
may never encounter, sorrows they may never live to see.
Instead of remembering the blessings of the past, and
mmcmg in the mercies of the present, they are anticipa-
tmg the trials and sorrows of the future. In a word,
“they are disquieted in vain.

Finally, you will meet another class, quite different from .
either of the preceding—keen, shrewd, industrious, money-
making people—people who would live where others would
starve. - There is not much “ vain show” about them. They
are too solid, and life is too practical a reality for anything
of that sort. Neither can you say there is much disquietude
about them. Theirs is an easy-going, quiet, plodding spirit,
or an active, enterprising, speculating turn of mind. “ They
heap up, and know not who shall gather.”

But, reader, remember, on all three alike the Spirit has
stamped “vanITY.” Yes, “all,” without any exception,
“under the sun,” has been pronounced by one who knew it
by experience, and wrote it by inspiration, * vanity and
vexation of spirit.”” Turn where you will, * under the sun,”
and you will not find aught on which the heart can rest.
You must rise on the steady and vigorous pinion of faith,
to regions “above the sun,” in order to find *“a better and
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an enduring substance.” The One who sits at the right
hand of God has said, “Ilead in the way of righteousness,
in the midst of the paths of judgment: that I may cause
them that love me to inherit substance, and I will fill their
treasures.” (Prov. viil. 20, 21.) None but Jesus can give
“gubstance”—none but He can “fill”—none but He can
“satisfy.” There is that in Christ’s perfect work whick
meets the deepest need of conscience ; and there is that in
His glorions Person which can satisfy the most earnest
longings of the heart. The one who has found Christ on
the cross, and Christ on the throne, has found all he can
possibly need, for time or eternity.

‘Well, therefore, might the psalmist, having challenged
his heart with the question, “ What wait I for?” reply,
“ My hope is #n thee”” No “ vain show,” no “vain disquie-
tude,” no *heaping up” for him. He had found an object
in God worth waiting for; and, therefore, turning away
his eye from all beside, he says, “ My hope is in thee.”

This, my beloved reader, is the only true, peaceful, and
happy position. The soul thatleans on, looks to, and waits
for, Jesus, will never be disappointed. Such ap one possesses
an exhaustless fund of present enjoyment in fellowship with
Christ; while, at the same time, he is cheered by « that
blessed hope” that when this present scene, with all its
“vain show,” its ¢ vain disquietude,” and its vain resources
shall have passed away, he shall be with Jesus where He
is, to behold His glory, to bask in the light of His counte-
nance, and to be conformed to His image for ever.

May we, then, be much in the habit of challenging our
earth-bound, creature-seeking hearts, with the searching
enquiry, ‘ What wait I for?” Am I waiting for some
change of circumstances, or “ for the Son from heaven ?”
€an I look up to Jesus, and, with a full and an honest
heart, say, * Lord, my hope is in thee 2"

" May our hearts be more thoroughly separated from this
present evil world and all that pertains thereto, by the
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power of communion with those things that are unseen
and eternal.
“ From various cares my heart retires,
Though deep and boundless its desires,
' ¥'m now to please but One;
He before whom the elders bow,
‘With Him is all my business now,
And with the souls that are His own.

¢ With these my happy lot is cast,
Through the world’s deserts rude and waste,
Or through its gardens fair;
‘Whether the storms of trouble sweep,
Or all in dead supineness sleep,
8till to go on be my whole care.”

—c O B4 00—

AFFLICTION'S LESSONS.

MY DEAR SISTER,—

I thank you and dear M**** much, for
‘having thought of sending me the account of the accident
-of your dear babe. It isindeed a sore trial to see one who
is a part of ourselves thus taken off at one blow, and
-unexpectedly. Still, what a difference, to have the Lord’s
love to look to, and to believe one’s babe, as I surely do,
the object of it. It is a consolation which changes every-
‘thing, because everything is changed. The knowledge of
the love of God, which is come into this place of death, has
brightened with the blessedest rays all its darkness; and
the darkness even only serves to show what a comfort it is
to have such light. There is nothing in the heart but light
—nothing can make darkness when we haveit. Itis a
world of sorrow ;and the longet we know it, and the nearer
-even we walk to the Lord, the better we shall know it to
be such. I do not mean that none of our sorrows are
chastenings: we know that they often are such to His most
beloved ones, as we see in Job. By all, save Christ, there
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is all grace to be learned by them; and even He entered.
into the sorrows of others, as arising from their faults and
foolishness ; for His sympathies were perfect, and, blessed
be God, are.

He suffered for righteousness, and He suffered for sin;
but besides this, Ile en‘ered, as taking, by grace, a place:
among the godly remnant in Israel, into all which that
remnant would feel as seeing the state of Israel {of which-
they were actually part) under the chastening hand of God
for sin. All this He felt as none else could feel. His
sympathy is as perfect now, though no longer passing
through the sorrows by which He gained the experience of
it. Besides, it is only in the part which has to be broken
and corrected that we suffer ; a touched affection, when Christ
is with us in the grief, is of infinite sweetness, though the
sweetness of sorrow. It is only when the will mixes itself’
up with the sorrow that there is any bitterness in it, or a
puin in which Christisnot. But then this is all useful and
what we need. The Lord takes your dear babe to heaven ;
(certainly he has no loss) what is the rest of God's dealings
in it with us—with one’s heart ? He who has made a
mother's feelings knows what they are—knows what He
has wounded, and knows why—has a purpose of love in it.
There is a mass of things in the sincerest of us of which
we are not aware, which are not brought into subjection to
God, which work and show themselves unsuspected. God
breaks in upon us ; how many things He shows—how many
cords He cuts at cne blow! A whole system of affections
is touched : we feel that death has its place and part in them.
I never saw a family the same thing after the first death
that it was before. There was a breach in the circle.
‘What belonged to the whole body of affections and life of
this world was touched, was found to be—mortal ; it was
struck in its very nature. The course of life went on; the
wave had closed over that which had been cast into it ; but.
death, and the affections which belong to this world, had
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teen found to meet. But al this is for
comein. Besdes, welivein these our will lives in
and when the will is broken, sofar asit isso, it
for everything. We learn more to lean on what
never to lose our but to have them
more in connexion with Christ, less with thiswill of our
own for nature must now die as well as sin.
then, Christ never makes a breach, except to comein and
connect the soul and heart more with and itis
worth all the sorrow that ever was, and more, to learn thes
least atom more of His love and of and there is
nothing like that, like and it lasts.

But, besides, there is a ussful work by it in our own
hearts ; and so more capacity to know, and enjoy, and learn
communion with more capacity to delight in, and
understand to know, and to know the value of, what
He delightsin  more moral capacity to delight in what is
excellent. We little know what high and blessed things
we are cdled to. Ohthat the saints knew it *To
be with and have common joy and communion with

Some have much of it down here. It is opened out to
them. But al that is of nature and will can have no part
in and often the saints, though not directly dis-
honouring the Lord, are living in nature. Then the Lord
deals with them, turns man from his purpose, and hides
pridefrom man."

Oh, aprofitable thing it is to have that hidden from

And how completely it iswhen God deals with us and
bringsus into His whatevermeans He may employ,
for He knows the springs of our hearts and how to touch
them. oh, what grace is this daily, constant

He not His eyesfrom the righteous." What
a God to have to do and dl in And when the
storm is all passed, the brightness for which He ispreparing
us will shine out unclouded, and it will be
we have known in all thistender care. Yetin the bright-



