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Things Pew and OI,

¢“GILGAL.”

JosHvA V.

¢ WuarsoEvEr things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the seriptures might have hope.” (Rom. xv.
4.) These few words furnish a title, distinet and un-
questionable, for the Christian to range through the
wide and magnificent field of Old Testament scripture,
and gather therein instruction and comfort, according
to the measure of his capacity, and the character or
depth ‘of his spiritual need. And, were any further
warrant needed, we have it with equal clearness in the
words of another inspired epistle: “Now all these
things happened unto them (Israel) for ensamples ; and
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the world are come.” 1 Corinthians x. 11.

No doubt, in reading the Old Testament, as in read-
ing the New, there is constant need of watchfulness;
need of self-emptiness, of dependence upon the direct
teaching of the Holy Spirit, by whom all scripture has
been indited. The imagination must be checked, lest
it lead us into crude notions and fanciful interpreta-
tions, which tend to no profit, but rather to the weak-
ening of the power of seripture over the soul, and hin.
dering our growth in the divine life.

Still, we must never lose sight of the divine charter
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made out for us, in Romans xv. 4—never forget for a
single moment, that ¢ Whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning.” It is in the
strength of these words that we invite the reader to
accompany us back to the opening of the Book of
Joshua, that we may together contemplate the striking
and instructive scenes presented there, and seek to
gather up some of the precious ¢ learning’ there un-
folded. If we mistake not, we shall learn some fine
lessons on the banks of the Jordan, and find the air of
Gilgal most healthful and bracing for the spiritual con-
stitution.

‘We have all been accustomed to look at Jordan as
the figure of death—the death of the believer—his
leaving this world, and going to heaven. Doubtless,
the reader has often read and heard these lines—

“ Could we but stand where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er,

Not Jordan’s stream, or death’s ccld flood,
Could fright us from the shore.”

But all this line of thought, feeling, and experience,
is very far below the mark of true Christianity. A
moment’s reflection, in the true light which seripture
pours upon our souls, would be sufficient to shew how
utterly deficient is the popular religious thought as to
Jordan. For instance, when a believer dies and goes
to heaven, is he called to fight ? Surely not. All is
rest and peace up yonder—ineffable, eternal peace.
Not a ripple on that ocean. No sound of alarm through-
out that pure and holy region. No conflict there. No
need of armour. We shall want no girdle, because our
garments may flow loosely around us. We shall not
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need a breastplate of righteousness, for divine right-
eousness shall there have its eternal abode. We shall
have no want of sandals, for there will be no rough or
thorny places in that fair and blissful region. No shield
called for there, inasmuch as there will be no fiery darts
flying; no helmet of salvation, for the divine and
eternal results of God’s salvation shall then be reached.
No sword, inasmuch as there will be neither enemy nor
evil occurrent throughout all that blissful, sunny region.
 Hence, therefore, Jordan cannot mean the death of
the believer and his going to heaven, for the simplest
of all reasons that it was when Israel crossed the
Jordan that their fighting, properly speaking, begane
True they had fought with Amalek in the wilderness;
but it was in Canaan that their real war commenced.
A child can understand this.

But does not Jordan represent death? Most surely
it does. And may not the believer have to cross it?
True ; but if he has, he finds it dry, because the Prince
of Life has gone down into its deepest depths, and
opened up a pathway for His people by the which they
pass over into their eternal inheritance.

There is no such idea in the word of God—in the
gospel of Christ, or in the entire range of our heavenly
Christianity—as & Christian standing where Moses
stood, when, from Pisgah’s top, he looked forth over
the promised land. Moses, in the governmental deal-
ings of God, was prevented going over Jordan. And,
looking at Moses officially, we know that the law could
not posgibly bring the people into Canaan.

But Christ, the true Joshusa, has crossed the Jordan,
and not only crossed it, but turned it into a pathway
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by which the ransomed host can pass over dryshod into
the heavenly Canaan. The Christian is not called to
stand shivering on the brink of the river of death, as
one in doubt as to how it may go with him. That river
is dried up for faith. Its power is gone. Our adorable
Lord ¢ has abolished death, and brought life and incor-
ruptibility to light by the gospel.”

" Glorious, enfranchising fact! Let us praise Him for
it. Let all our ransomed powers adore Him. Let our
whole moral being be stirred up to chant the praises of
Him who has taken the sting from death, and destroyed
him who had the power of death, that is the devil, and
conducted us into a sphere which is pervaded through-
out with life, light, incorruptibility, and glory. May
our entire practical career be to His glory !

‘We shall now proceed to examine, more particularly,
the teaching of seripture on this great subject, and
may the Holy Spirit Himself be our immediate in-
structor !

¢ And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they
removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all
the children of Israel, and lodged there, before they
passed over. And it came to pass, after three days,
that the officers went through the host ; and they com-
manded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the
covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the
Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your
place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between
you and 1it, about two thousand cubits by measure;
come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by
‘which ye must go; for ye have not.passed this way here-
tofore,” Joshua iii. 1-4.
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There are three deeply important points in Israel’s
history, which the reader would do well to ponder.
There is, first, the blood-stained lintel, in the land of
Egypt; secondly, the Red Sea; thirdly, the river
Jordan,

Now, in each of these we have a type of the death
of Christ, in some one or other of its grand aspects—
for, as we know, that precious death has many and
various aspects, and nothing can be more profitable for
the Christian, and nothing, surely, ought to be more
attractive, than the study of the profound mystery of
the death of Christ. There are depths and heights in
that mystery which eternity alone will unfold ; and it
should be our delight, now, under the powerful ministry
of the Holy Ghost, and in the perfect light of holy
gcripture, to search into these things for the strength,
comfort, and refreshment of the inward man.

Looking, then, at the death of Christ, as typified by
the blood of the paschal lamb, we see in it-that which
screens us from the judgment of God.. I will pass
through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast ;
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judg-
ment; I am the Lord. And the blood shall be to you
for a token upon the houses where ye are; and when
I see the blood I will pass over you, and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the
land of Egypt.” Exodus xii.

Now, we need hardly say, it is of the deepest
moment for the exereised, consciously guilty, soul, to
know that God has provided a shelter from wrath and
judgment to come. No rightly instructed person
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would think, for a moment, of undervaluing such an
aspect of the death of Christ. ¢ When I see the blood,
I will pess over you.” Israel’s safety rested upon
God’s estimate of the blood. He does not say, « When
you see the blood.” The Judge saw the blood—knew
its value, and passed over the house. Israel was
sereened by the blood of the lamb—by God’s estimate
of that blood, not by their own, Precious fact!

How prone we are to be occupied with our thoughts
about the blood of Christ, instead of with God’'s
thoughts! We feel we do not value that precious
blood as we ought—who ever did or ever could ? and
then we begin to question if we are safe, seeing we so
sadly fail in our estimate of Christ’s work, and in our
love to His Person.

Now, if our safety depends, in the smallest degree,
upon our estimate of Christ’s work, or our love to His
Pergon, we are in more imminent danger than if it de-
pended upon our keeping the law. True it is—most
true—who could think of denying it >—we ought to
value Christ’s work, and we ought to love Himself.
But if all this be put upon the footing of a righteous
claim, and if our safety rests upon our answering to
that claim, then are we in greater danger, and more
justly condemned than if we stood on the ground of &
broken law. For, just in proportion as the claims of
Christ are higher than the claims of Moses, and in pro-
portion as Christianity is higher than the legal system,
8o are we worse off, in greater danger, further from
peace, if our safety depends upon our response to those
higher claims.

Mark, it is not that we ought not to answer to such
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claims ; we most certainly ought. But we bave not;
and hence, so far as we are concerned, our ruin and
guilt are only made more manifest, and our condemna-
tion more righteous, if we stand upon the claims of
Christ, because we have not answered to them. If we
are to be saved by our estimate of Christ, by our re-
sponse to His claims, by our appreciation of His love,
we are worse off by far than if we were placed under
the claims of the law of Moses.

But, blessed be God, it is not so. We are saved by
grace—{ree, sovereign, divine, and eternal grace—mnot
by our sense of grace. We are sheltered by theblood,
not by our estimate of the blood. Jehovah did not
say, on that awful night, “ When you see the blood,
and estimate it as you ought, I will pass over you.”
Nothing of the kind. This is not the way of our God.
He wanted to shelter His people, and to let them know
that they were sheltered—perfectly, because divinely
sheltered—and therefore He places the matter wholly
upon s divine basis; He takes it entirely out of their
hands, by assuring them that their safety rested,
simply and entirely,"upon the blood, and upon His esti-
mate thereof. He gives them to understand that they
had nothing whatevsr to do with providing the shelter.
It was His to provide, It was theirs to enjoy.

Thus it stood between Jehovah and His Israel, in
that memorable night ; and tus it stands between Him
and the soul that simply trusts in Jesus now. We are
not saved by our love, or our estimate, or our any-
thing. We are saved by the blood, and by God’s esti-
mate of it. And just as Israel, within that blood-
stained lintel, screened from judgment—safe from the
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sword of the destroyer-—could feed upon the roasted
lamb, so may the believer, perfectly sheltered from the
wrath to come-—sweetly secure from all danger—
screened from judgment, feed upon Christ in all the
preciousness of what He is.

But more of this by-and-by.

We are specially anxious that the reader should
weigh the point on which we have been dwelling, if he
be one who has not yet found peace, even as to the
question of safety from judgment to come, which, as
we shall see (if God permit) ere we close this paper, ig
but a small part, though an ineffably precious part, of
what the death of Christ has procured for us.

We have very little idea indeed of how much of the
leaven of self-righteousness cleaves to us, even after
our conversion, and how immensely it interferes with
our peace, and our enjoyment of grace. It may be we
fancy we have got done with self-righteousness when
we have given up all thoughts of being saved by our
works ; but, alas! it is not so, for the evil takes a
thousand shapes, and of all these, none is more subtle
than that at which we have glanced, namely, the feel-
ing that we do not value the blood as we ought, and
the doubting our safety on that ground. All this is the
fruit of self-righteousness. We have not got done with
self. True, we are not, it may be, making a saviour of
our doings, but we are of our feelings. We are seeking,
unknown to ourselves perhaps, to find some sort of
title in our love to God, or our appreciation of Christ.

Now, all this must be given up. We must rest
simply on the blood of Christ, and upon God’s testi-
mony to that blood. He sees the blood. He values it
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85 it deserves. He is satisfied. This ought to satisfy
us. He did not say to Israel, When I see how you be.
have yourselves ; when I see the unleavened bread, the
bitter herbs, the girded loins, the shod feet, I will pass
over you.

No doubt all these things had their proper place;
but that proper place was not as the ground of safety,
but as the secret of communion. They were called to
behave themselves—called to keep the feast; but it
was as being, not in order to be, a sheltered people.
This made all the difference. It was because they were
divinely screened from judgment that they could keep
the feast. They had the authority of the word of God
to assure them that there was no judgment for them;
and if they believed that word they could celebrate the
feast in peace and safety. ¢ Through faith he kept the
passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that de-
stroyed the firstborn should touch them.”” Heb. xi. 28,

Here lies the deep and precious secret of the whole
matter. It was by faith he kept the passover. God
had said, ¢ When I see the blood, I will pass over you,”
and He could not deny Himself. It would have been
a denial of His very nature and character, and an ignor-
ing of His own blessed remedy, had a single hair of
an Israelite’s head been touched, on that deeply solemn
night. Itwas not, we repeat, in anywise a question of
Israel’s state or Israel’s deservings. It was simply and
entirely a question of the value of the blood, in Ged's
sight, and of the {ruth and authority of His own word.

‘What stability is here! What peace and rest! What
& solid ground of confidence! The blood of Christ,
and the word of God! True—divinely true ;—let it
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never be forgotten or lost sight of ; it is only by the
grace of the Holy Spirit that the word of God can be
received, or the blood of Christ relied upon. Still, if
is the word of God and the blood of Christ, and no-
thing else, which give peace to the heart, as regards all
question of coming judgment. There can be no judg-
ment for the believer. And why?  Because the
blood is on the mercy-seat, as the perfect proof that
judgment has been already executed.

“ He bore on the tree the sentence for me,
And now both the Surety and sinner are free.”

Yes, all praise to His name, thus it stands as to every
soul that simply takes God at His word, and rests in
the precious blood of Christ. It is as impossible that
such an one can come into judgment, as that Christ
Himself can. All who are sheltered by the blood are as
safe as Grod can make them—as safe as Christ Himself,
It seems perfectly wonderful, for any poor sinful mortal
to be able to pen such words ; but the blessed fact is,
it is either this or nothing, If there is any question as
to the believer’s safety, then the blood of Christ is not
on the mercy-seat, or it is of no account in the judg-
ment of God. If it be a guestion of the belfever's
state, of his worthiness, of his feelings, of his experi-
ence, of his walk, of his love, of his devotedness, of
bis appreciation of Christ, then would there be no force,
no value, no truth in that glorious sentence, ¢ When I
see the blood, I will pass over;” for, in that case, the
form of speech should be entirely changed, and a dark
and chilling shade be cast over its heavenly lustre. It
ghould then be, ¢ When I see the blood, and

1
.
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But no, beloved anxious reader, it is not, and it
never can be, thus. Nothing must ever be added—
not the weight of a feather, the breadth of a hair, or
the movement of an eyelash—to that precious blood
which has perfectly satisfied God as a Judge, and
which perfectly shelters every soul that simply believes
what God says because He says it. If the righteous
Judge has declared Himself satisfied, surely the guilty
culprit may well be satisfied also. God is satisfied with
the blood of Jesus; and when the soul is satisfied like-
wise, all is settled, and there is peace, as regards the
question of judgment. ¢ There is no condemnation to
them that are in Christ Jesus.” How can there be,
seeing He has borne the condemnation in their stead ?
To doubt the believer's exemption from judgment is
to make God a liar, and to make the blood of Christ of
none effect. 4

The reader will note that, thus far, we have been
occupied only with the question of deliverance from
judgment—a most weighty question surely. But, as
we shall see in the course of this series of papers, there
is far ‘more secured for us by the death of Christ than
freedom from judgment and wrath, blessed as that is.
That peerless sacrifice does a great deal more for us
than keep God out as a Judge.

But, for the present, we pause, and shall close this
paper with a solemn and earnest question to the reader
—Art thou sheltered by the blood of Jesus? Do not
rest, beloved, until you can answer with a clear and
unhesitating ¢ Yes.” Remember, you are either shel.
tered by the blood, or exposed to the horrors of eternal
judgment,
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OBEDIENCE AND DEPENDENCE.

IN our December issue we ventured to call the atten-
tion of our readers to the weighty fact, that our God
bag, in His infinite mercy, provided for His people in
this dark and evil world both authority and power—the
authority of His word and the power of His Spirit—
for the path which they are called to tread, and the
work they are called to do. We have ample guidance
in the word, and we have the power of God to count
upon for all the difficulties and demands of the scene
through which we have to pass home to our eternal
rest above. We have authority and power for all.

But we must remember, that if God has furnished
us with authority, we must be obedient. And.if He
has provided the power, we must be dependent. Of
what use is authority if we do not obey it? I may
give my servant the plainest and fullest directions as to
where he is to go, and what he is to do, and what he is
to say; but if, instead of acting simply upon my direc-
tions, he begins to reason, and think, and draw con-
clusions, to use his own judgment, and act according
to his own will, of what use are my directions 2 None
whatever, except it be to shew how entirely he has
departed from them. Clearly, the business of a servant
is to obey, not to reason—to act according to his
master’s direotions, not according to his own will or
judgment. If he only does exactly what his master
tells him, he is not responsible for the consequences.

The one grand business of a servant is to obey. This
is the moral perfection of a servant. Alas! howrare!
There has been but one absolutely obedient and perfectly
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dependent servant, in the entire history of this world—
the man Christ Jesus. His meat and His drink were
to obey. He found His joy in obedience. ¢ Sacrifice
and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast
thow opened : burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou
not required. Then said I, Lo, I come : in the volume
of ithe book it is written of me, I delight to do thy
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”
Psalm x1.

Our blessed Lord Jesus found in the will of God
His only motive for action. There was notﬂing in
Him that needed to be restrained by the authority of
God. His will was perfect, and His every movement
was of necessity—the very necessity of His perfect
nature—in the current of the divine will. ¢ Thy law
is within my heart ;> I delight to do thy will;” +I
came down from heaven, not to do Igine own will, but
the will of him that sent me.” /

Now, what could Satan do with such a Man as this ?
Absolutely nothing. He tried to withdraw Him from
the path of obedience and the place of dependence ;
but in vain. “If thou be the Son of God, command
these stones to be made bread.” Surely God would
give His Son bread. No doubt; but the perfect Man
refuses to make bread for Himself. He had no com-
mand, no authority, and therefore no motive for action.
¢ 1t is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the
Lord.” 8o throughout the entire temptation. No-
thing could withdraw the blessed One from the path of
simple obedience. ¢TIt is written,” was His one un-
~arying answer, He would not, could not, act without
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a motive, and His only motive was found in the will of
God. “1I delight to do thy will, O my God; yesa, thy
law is within my heart.”

Such was the obedience of Jesus Christ—an obe-
dience perfect, from first to last. And not only was
He perfectly obedient, but perfectly dependent. Though
God over all, blessed for ever, yet, having taken His
place ag a man in this world, He lived a life of perfect
dependence on God. He could say, “I clothe the
heavens with blackness, and I make sackeloth their
covering. The Lord God hath given me the tongue of
the learned, that I should know how to speak a word
in geason to him that is weary : he wakeneth morning
by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the
learned. The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and 1
wasg not rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame
and spitting. For the Lord God will help me; there-
fore shall I not be confounded : therefore have I set
my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be
ashamed.” (Is.1) And again, ** Preserve me, O God,
for in thee do I put my trust.” And again, “I was
cast upon thee from the womb.” He was wholly and
continually cast upon God, from the manger of Beth-
lehem to the cross of Calvary; and when He had
finished all, He swrendered His spiri} into the Father's
hand, and His flesh rested in hope.. His obedience
and dependence were divinely perfect throughout.

But we must now ask the reader to turn with us, for
a few moments, to two examples of the very opposite
of all this—two cases in the which, through lack of
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obedience and dependence, the most disastrous results
followed.

Let us, in the first place, turn to the thirteenth
chapter of the First Book of Kings. Doubtless, the
case is familiar to us: but let us look at it in connec-
tion with our present theme.

“ And, behold, there came a man of God out of
Judah, by the word of the Lord, unto Bethel: and Jero-
boam stood by the altar to burn incense. And he cried
against the altar in the word of the Liord.,” Thus far
all was right. He speke by the word of God, and the
power of God accompanied the testimony, and the spirit
of the king was humbled and subdued for the moment.

But more than this. The man of God was enabled
fo refuse the king's invitation to come home with him
and refresh himself, and receive a reward. ‘¢ And the
man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me
half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither wil]
I eat bread nor drink water in this place. For so it
was charged me by the word of the Lord, saying, Eat no
bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same
way that thou camest.”

All this was lovely—perfectly delightful to dwell
upon. The feet of the man of God stand firm in the
bright and blessed path of obedience, and all is victory.
The offers of the king are flung aside without a mo-
ment’s hesitation. Half the royal house cannot tempt
him off the narrow, holy, happy path of obedience.
He rejects every overture, and turns to pursue the
stralght path opencd before him by the word of the
Lord. There is no reasoning, no questioning, no hesi-
tation. The word of the Lord settles everything, He
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has but to obey, regardless of consequences. And so
far he does, and all is well.

But mark the sequel. ¢ Now there dwelt an old
prophet in Bethel "—reader, beware of old prophets!
—And this old prophet followed the man of God, and
said unto him, ¢ Come home with me, and eat bread.”

. This was the devil in a new shape. What the word of
a king had failed to do, the word of a prophet might
accomplish. It was a wile of Satan, for which the
man of God was evidently unprepared. The garb of a
prophet deceived him, and threw him completely off
his guard : we can at once perceive his altered tone.
‘When replying to the king he speaks with vividness,
force, and bold decision—¢1f thou wilt give me half
thine house, I will not go in with thee.” And then he
adds, with equal force, his reason for refusing: «For
80 was it charged me by the word of the Lord.”

Baui, in hig reply to the prophet, there is manifest
decline in the way of energy, boldness, and decision.
He says, I may not return with thee nor go in with
thee.” And in assigning the reason, instead of the
forcible word ¢ charged,” we have the feeble word, It
was satd to me.”

Iu short, the whole tone is lower. The word of God
was loging its true place and power in his soul. No
change had passed over that word. *For ever, O
Lord, thy word is settled in heaven;” and had that
word been hidden in the heart of the man of God, had
it been dwellifg richly in his soul, his answer to the
prophet would liave been as distinet and decided as his
answer fo the king. ¢ By the words of thy lips, I
have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.” The
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spirit of obedience is the great moral safeguard against
every scheme and every snare of the enemy. The
enemy may shift his ground; he may change his
tactics, he may vary bis agency ; but obedience to the
plain and simple word of God preserves the soul from
all his wicked schemes and crafty devices. The devil
can do nothing with a man who is absolutely ruled by
the word of God, and refuses to move the breadthof a
hair without divine authority.

But note how the enemy urges his point with the
man of God. ¢ He said unto him, I am «a prophet also
as thou art: and an angel spake unto me by the word
of the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee into
thine house.”

Now, what should the man of God have said to this?
If the word of his Lord had been abiding in him, he
would at once have said, ““If fen thonsand prophets,
and ten thousand angels, were to say, Bring him back,
I should regard them all as liars and emissaries of the
devil, sent forth fo allure me from the holy, happy,
path of obedience.” This would have been a sublime
reply. It would have the same heavenly ring about it
as is exhibited in these glowing words of the apostle :
“ Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we  have
preached, let him be anathema.”

But, alas! alas! the man of God stepped off the
path of obedience; and the very man whom Satan
had used to draw him off, became the mouthpiece of
Jehovah to announce in his ears the terrible conse-
quence. He lied when Satan used him. He spoke
truth when God used him, The erring man of God
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was slain by a lion, because he disobeyed the word of
the Lord. Yes; he stepped off the narrow path of
obedience into the wide field of his own will, and there
he was slain. :

- Reader, let us beware of old prophets, and angels of
light ! Let us, in the true spirit of obedience, keep
close, very close, to the word of our God. We shall
find the path of obedience both safe and pleasant, holy
and happy.

And now, for a moment, ere we close, let us glance
at the ninth chapter of Joshua, which records for our
admonition the manner in which even Joshua himself
was ensnared through lack of simple dependence upon
God. We do not quote the passage, or enter into any
detail. The reader can turn to the chapter, and ponder
its contents.

Why was Israel beguiled by the craft of the Gibeon-
ites ? Because they leaned to their own understanding,
and judged by the sight of their eyes, instead of wait-
ing upon God for guidance and counsel. He knew all -
about the Gibeonites. He was not deceived by their
tattered rags and mouldy bread; and neither would
they, had they only looked to Him,

But here they failed. They did not wait on God.
He would have guided them. He would have told
them who these crafty strangers were. He would
have made all clear for them, had they simply waited
on Him in the sensg of their own ignorance and feeble-
ness. But no; they would think for themselves, and
judge for themselves, and reason from what they saw,
and draw their own conclusions. All these things they
would do; and hence the tattered garments of the
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Gibeonites accomplished what the frowning bulwarks
of Jericho had failed to do. :

Now, we may be quite sure that Israel had no thought
of making a league with any of the Canaanites. Nay,
they were in terrible indignation when they discovered
that they had done so. But they did it, and had to
abide by it. It is easier to make a mistake than to
rectify it, and so the Gibeonites remained as a striking
memorial of the evil of not waiting on God for counsel
and guidance.

May the Holy Spirit teach us, from all that has
passed before us, the solemn importance of ¢ obedience
and dependence.”

SRR S—

THE MIDNIGHT CRY.

MATTHEW XXV,

Tae long-suffering and patient grace of the Lord Jesus
shine very sweetly to faith in the parable of the ten
virging., The heart loves to dwell on Him who lingers
in His compassion for those who are still outside. He
is unwilling to shut the door. Wide open it stands,
both night and day, speaking after the manner of men.
Seven times the blood of the cross is sprinkled on the
throne, and seven times before it. God’s claims are
fairly and fully met; the throne and the way up to it
are reconciled ; and whosoever will may now enter in
through faith in that precious blood. All who come are
pardoned and * accepted in the beloved.” . . . ¢ Him
that cometh o me,” says the blessed Lord, I will in
nowise cast out.” Thus the way is open to faith, and
thus it remains, during the period of the Lord’s long-
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suffering.  ““And account,” says Peter, *that the
long-suffering of our Lord is salvation.”” He lingers
on the throne, He keeps the door open, for the salva-
tion of souls. Precious thought! He waits for the
salvation of lost sinners. May we share in His sym-
pathies, and seek to win souls for Him. Ephesians i. 6
John vi. 87; 2 Peter iil, 15.

But not only is the door open, and the Lord waiting
in grace to receive and pardon all who come to Him,
His love is active and unwearied—it goes out to seek
as well as to save the lost. The midnight ery, so full
of solemn warning to the utterly careless and mere pro-
fessor, is full of comfort to those who are looking and
longing for His coming. To the latter it will be a
morning of cloudless joy, the dawn of eternal day: to
the former it will be the beginning of endless sorrow,
confusion, and eternal night.

But why not listen to the ery now ? It is full of the
purest mercy and affectionate warning. It as good as
says, ¢ Why will ye die 2 . . . “Ye will not come to
me, that ye might have life.”” Once more hear and
weigh these words, of priceless value, because they
seek to awaken the careless from thei fatal slumbers,
and the wise virging from their unwatchfulness. “ And
at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bride-
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” Who can
mistake the meaning of these words? The midnight,
we are assured, is past, the morning must be near;
hope springs up in the heart; like the chilly night tra-
veller, who hails with transports of delight the first
appearance of the morning star. There, unbelief would
be folly, or worse. Who would think of denying that
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the morning must be near when the midnig™t is past ?
And thus it is now to faith and hope, ¢ the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh.” Already the church, as
awakened by the Spirit, has heard His voice, and re-
sponded to His expecting love. ‘I am the root and
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning
star. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely.” Revelation xxii. 16, 17.

But we dwell not at present on the beautiful attitude
of the church as here presented ; our thoughts turn for
a moment to the foolish virgins and the utterly care-
less.

The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ from
heaven is the one all-important event placed before
both saints and sinners in the New Testament. Not
death, as is commonly said, or the uncertainty of life,
Of course, we may die, and life is always uncertain ;
but the testimony of seripture is not to these, in order
to arouse the slumbering virgins, but to the coming of
the Lord. When He comes, the real condition of all
is manifested, whether in the vigour of youth, and
dreaming of many years to come, or in the feebleness
of age, and feeling that the end is near; or whether
making a profession of Christianity, or living according
to the course of this world. And as this great and de-
cisive event may take place, for anything we know, be-
fore the dawn of another day—before this paper is
finished—should not the thought of it, the terror of it,
awaken, alarm, arrest the most careless ?

All who have heard the gospel of the grace of God—
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all who have been invited to come to Jesus—and
especially all who havé heard the midnight cry, but
have persisted in a course of unbelief—will then be
judged by the Lord as upworthy of that which they
have despised, and the door of merey will then be closed
against them for ever. The wise virgins, true Christians,
will go in with Christ to the marriage, and the door will
be shut. Bat, like the door of the ark, it will now be
shut by the hand of the Liord, and none can open it.
Against all who refused to enter in while it stood open,
it will be closed for ever. The awakening will now be
terrible, but toolate. ¢ And the door was shut.”” This
will prove an overwhelming reality to those who can-
find no admittance, and no oil to buy. Eternal dark-
ness must now be their doom, and they know it. The
scene is too awful fo contemplate, but the Lord has said
enough to convince us of what will then be, and to
warn us while the door still stands wide open.

1t is perfectly clear, we think, both from this parable
and other scriptures, that great excitement will prevail
among the foolish virgins immediately the church is
gone. They are evidently taken by surprise, and
astonished to find that there is no hope—that the Lord
will not open the door to them. Like many in the
present day, they intended to be saved, but not until
it suited themselves. They never dreamed of being
shut out, but of surely being saved at a more con-
venient season. Nearly all their relatives, friends, and
acquaintances, were Christians ; they are now inside;
the eternal song begins; the sight of Jesus fills the
enraptured throng with joy unutterable; their halle-
lujahs wax louder and louder; all catch the flying joy,
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and rolling round the rapturous hosanna, fill the vast
regions of glory with their new, eternal song of endless
praise. ¢ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,” with a
loud voice they ery, ¢ toreceive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and bonour, glory, and bless-
ing.” Revelation v. 12.

But, once more, what of those outside ? They ery
too, but with a loud and bitter wail: ¢ Lord, Lord,
open to us. But he answered and said, Verily, I say
unto you, I know you not.”” This is decisive ; there is
no appeal from His tribunal. The heart sinks in de-
spair, to be lifted up no more for ever. Oh! that care-
less souls would think of such things now; it is
lacerating to our every feeling to write them, what
must it be to endure them in hopeless despair! In
Luke xiii, they are represented as knocking at the door,
and saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; we have eaten
and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast tanght in our
streets. This clearly shews that they had not only
been professors, but that they had enjoyed great privi-
leges. Of course, there i8 no door to knock at, but the
language conveys the most distressing thought of their
disappointment and agony of mind; and this may con-
tinue until they fall into the hands of Satan, and be-
lieve his lie. (2 Thess. ii. 10, 11, 12.) But how could
it be otherwise ? From some families all will be gone
save two or three; from others, only two or three will
be gone ; and some houses will be Ileft without an in-
habitant. Chiefest friends, too, and nearest relations,
will be parted, to meet no more for ever. Then the
awful thought will burst upon their bewildered minds
with undisguised reality ;—What we refused to believe



24 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

has taken place—the Lord has come, the church is
gone, the door is closed, and over it is written, ¢ There
is no hope.” But those who have been caught up will
neither hear their cries, nor witness their agonies. In
their bodies of glory, they are far and for ever removed
from all scenes of suffering. The lower things will be
forgotten in our oceupation with the higher.

How merciful and gracious, then, my dear reader,
is the warning voice of our parable, * Behold, the
bridegroom cometh.” Time enough is given thee be-
tween the midnight ery and the Bridegroom’s arrival to
prove thy state, and find oil to buy. Thou knowest
the easy terms on which the oil is sold—¢¢ without
money and without price!” The door is open, the oil
is free, free to the poorest, free to the vilest, free ‘to
thee. Come to Jesus just as thou art, bub see that
thou come now. There is not a moment to lose. Haste
thee ; flee to Jesus., Canst thou afford to lose Him,
and all the friends thou holdest dear 2 What would be
the value of all thy property and thy pleasures, if the
door of heaven were shut against thee? Rich thou
mayest be now, but then thou wouldst be poor indeed
—Christless, friendless, homeless, godless, heavenless,
hopeless. Come, then, oh come! Come as thou art!
but, oh, come now! Thou wilt find all in Jesus—
blessed Jesus! When the sight of Jesus bursts upon
the gaze of the wise but once slumbering virgins, what
thinkest thou will be the shout of their praise ? Better
come and join the joyful chorus, than swell with thine
own agonies the bitter wail of the lost in hell, I will
now leave thee, but I hope not for ever, with the en-
couraging, assuring, word of Jesus: “I counsel theeo
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to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be
rich ; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest
see,”” Revelation iii. 18.

0O SO O- O

REST.

Lines found under the pillow of a soldier who was lying dead in
an hospital near Port Royal, South Carolina,

T 1AY me down to sleep

‘With little thought or care,
‘Whether my waking find

Me here or there.

A weary dching head,
That only asks to rest

Unquestioning upon
Thy faithful breast.

My good right hand forgets
Its cunning now,

To march the weary march
I know not how.

T am not eager, bold, nor strong,
All that is past;

T'm ready, not to do,
At last, at last.

My half day’s work is done,
And this is all my part,

I give my patient God
A patient heart :

And grasp His banner still,
Tho' all its blue be dim,

These stripes no less than stars
Lead after Him..

m—— O O O



CHILD OF LIGHT.

% But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love, and for an helmet, the hope of salv g tion.”
1 Thessalonians v. 5—8.

CriLp of light, child of day,
Christian, be of Christ the ray;
Shining in this world of shame,

The brightness of His glorious name.

Child of light, this ray impart
On the sorrow-stricken heart ;
Let the orphan feel its glow,
The widow all its beauty know.

Child of day, let Christ still shine
In every act and word of thine;
May thou, midst the sorrow-worn,
The doctrine of the Christ adorn.

Child of day, thy watch-tower keep,
Let not slumber o’er thee creep;
Clothe thy breast with faith and love,
And keep thy heart for Christ above.

Child of light, child of day,

The helmet on thy head display;

The helmet of salvation given

Thro' Him who now is crowned in heaven.

Child of light, child of day,
Christian, be of Christ the ray;
*Mid this scene of ceaseless strife,
Holding forth the word of life !
T M.
1873.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

1. ¢ C. 8.,” Sunderland. It would, in no wise, tend
to edification to discuss your first question. Asto your
second, we consider such a mode of putting the gospel
utterly unsound and fatally false, The idea of telling
a man that he is saved whether he believes if or not, is
so palpably absurd and monstrous as not to be worthy
of refutation. Such a statement should not be called
¢ preaching the gospel,” but preaching deadly error.
There is frequently a very false use made of the last
verse of Romans iv., ¢ Who was delivered for our of-
fences, and was raised again for our justification.”
From the mode in which this verse is handled by some,
it would appear that a man is justified before he believes.
This is utterly false. No one is justified, pardoned, or
saved, apart from repentance and faith wrought in his
soul, by the Holy Spirit. The entire context goes to
prove the erroneous use of the expression, *Now it
was not written for his [Abraham’s] sake alone, that it
[righteousness] was imputed to him ; but for us also, fo
whom, believing on him that raised from among the
dead Jesus our Lord, who has been delivered for our
offences, and has been raised for our justification, it will
be reckoned. Therefore having been justified, on the
principle of faith, we have peace with God.” (See Greek.)
The foundation is laid in the death and resurrection of
our Lord Christ ; but the application of it to individuals
is inseparably connected with the operation of the Spirit
in the heart; and that operation is in pursuance of the
eternal coungels of God. It is all of grace—free,
sovereign grace from first to last, Thank God that it 1s
so, for otherwise not one of us would ever have entered
within the circle of God’s salvation.

2. «“dJ. G.,” Bucks. The entire form of prayer in
which the expression occurs, was adapted to the tran-
sitional state in which the disciples were previous to the
accomplishment of redemption, and the descent of the
Comforter, consequent upon the glorification of Christ
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at the right hand of God. (Compare with Luke xi. 4,
Col. iii. 18, last clause.) The Lord be praised for
what you can say as to blessing received through our
pages.

8. “A. M. A.,” Weston-super-Mare. See the fourth
volume of ¢“Things New and Old,” page 25, for
the exposition you desire,

4. ‘“ Hercules,” Portland. The address of the place
you ask for in Birmingham, is ¢ Ruston Street, off
Broad Street, near the Five Ways.” Any further infor-
mation can be had of ‘“Mr. R. Abernethie, 77, Hagley
Road.”

5. “R. A. H.,” Jersey. A most precious and never
failing remedy for depression of soul will be found in
looking up to the Father of mercies and the God of all
comfort. He, blessed be His name, knows how to
comfort those that are cast down. May He comfort
you, and give you lifting up in Himself!

6. «“E. 0., Millbrooke. John x. 28, and Romang
. viil. 88, B9, contain the divine answer to your question,
The case in Acts v. is judicial, and does not touch the
question of the believer’s security in any way.

7. «“A. C. C.,” Bradford. Accept our hearty thanks
for your truly kind and encouraging letter, and ac-
companying lines. The latter breathe a sweet spirit,
May the Lord abundantly answer your earnest breath-
ings! You will easily understand, dear friend, our
difficulty in making room for all the poetry sent to us.
It would be absolutely impossible; and we trust our
dear friends will not feel themselves aggrieved by our
not inserting their contributions. We should recom-
mend them to keep a copy of their lines, as we cannot
hold ourselves responsible for any MS forwarded to us,

8. «J. J.,”” Banff. We cannot see any ground
whatever for a difficulty in the matter to which you
refer. Scripture says nothing as to what kind of bread
we should use at the Lord’s Supper.

9, «“W. H.,” Poole. We should know all the facts
before giving a judgment,. ‘



GAL."
(PAET 11.)

IN our last paper we had before us Israel under the
o the blood. A grand reality, most

could duly estimate it ? What human language

could suitably unfold the deep blessedness of being

from the judgment of God by the blood of

the being within that halowed circle where

wrath and judgment can never come? Who can speak

aright of the privilege of feeding, in perfect on

the Lamb, whose precious blood has for ever averted
from us the wrath of a sin-hating God ?

But, blessed as dl thisis, there is much more than
this. There is far more comprehended in the sdva-
tion of God than ddiverance from judgment and wrath.
We may have the fullest assurance that our sins are
forgiven, that God will never enter into judgment with
us on account of our sins; and yet be very far indeed
from the enjoyment of the true Christian position, We
may be filled with dl manner of fears about ourselves

occasioned by the consciousness of indwelling

power of influence of the world.

All these things may crop up before us, and fill us with
the gravest apprehensions.

Thus, for example, when we turn to Exodus Xiv.,
we find Israel in the deepest distress, and amost over—
whelmed with fear. It would seem as if they had, for
the moment, lost sight of the fact that they had been
under the cover of the blood.

Let us look at the passage.



