
MONTHLY MAGAZINE, 

FOB THE LAMBS AND SHEEP OF THE FLOCK 

OF CHRIST. 

" Feed the flock of God."—1 PETEB v. 2. 

VOL. XX. 

J.ONDON: 

G. MORRISH, 20, PATERNOSTER SQUARE. 

W. H. BROOM, 25, PATEKNOSTEB SQUARE. 

1877. 



CONTENTS. 

PAGE 

The Great Commission 1 
Diversity and Unity IS 
Man's history and God's "Due time" 19 
Fragment , 25 
Correspondence 27 
The Great Commission (PART II.) 29 
"Rivers of Living Water" 39 
Divine love and its Fruits 44 
" I shall meet you above" 51 
Correspondence 55 
The Great Commission (PAKT m.) 57 
What should I read? 65 
Divine love and its Fruits 72 
Largeness not laxity 79 
Correspondence 84 
The Great Commission (PAKT iv.) 85 
Bethany 94 
Divine love and its Fruits 101 
"Rightly dividing the word of truth" 106 
Correspondence 110 
The Great Commission (PART v.) 113 
Bethany (PAKT n.) 122 
Divine love and its Fruits 128 
A Fragment on Worship 135 
God, in His works and in His word 130 
Correspondence 1;!8 
The Great Commission (PART vi.) 141 
Bethany (PAKT HI.) 151 
Divine love and its Fruits 150 
Separation : not Fusion 1(11 
Correspondence 168 
The Great Commission (PAKT VH.) 109 
Bethany (PART iv.) 184 The way of the love of Jesus 189 Reflections on the Epistle of Jude 191 Correspondence 190 



CONTENTS. 
pioa 

The Great Commission (PART vin.) 197 
Bethany (PART v.) 207 
Reflections on the Epistle of Jude 215 
Correspondence 223 
Bethany (PART vi.) 225 
The Hymn-book : its use and abuse 234 
Reflections on the Epistle of Jude 240 
" I cannot get away from God" 249 
Correspondence 252 
Bethany (PABT vu.) 253 
The Hymn-book: its use and abuse (PAKT 11.) 262 
Reflections on the Epistle of Jude 272 
Correspondence 278 
The Hymn-book: its use and abuse (PABT in.) 281 
Two Impossibles 291 
Reflections on the Epistle of Jude 300 
Correspondence 308 
Two Impossibles (PABT ii.) 309 
Words of Life and Peace 317 
Reflections on the Epistle of Jude 318 
The Grace of Christ to a Roman Catholic Priest 325 

POETRY. 
" Work, while it is called to-day" 12 
Take all things as they come 18 
The three hearts 26 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain" 53 
To me to live—Christ 82 
His Presence 108 
Everlasting Kindness 127 
The happiness of Heaven 137 
This Man receiveth sinners 160 
Thy love alone 190 
" Only a little longer" 213 
At Jacob's weU 220 
"Jesus wept" 233 
"My rest" 247 
Olivet 270 
"We see Jesus" 277 
Alone with God 300 
My way and God's way 307 " Occupied" 316 "No more" 331 



THE GKEAT COMMISSION. 

"AND he said unto them, These are the words which 
I spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled which were written in the law 
of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, con¬ 
cerning me. Then opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the scriptures, and said 
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day : and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I 
send the promise of my Father upon you : but tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high." Luke xxiv. 44-49. 

This splendid passage of holy scripture sets before 
us the great commission which the risen Lord en¬ 
trusted to His apostles just as He was about to ascend 
into the heavens, having gloriously accomplished all 
His blessed work upon earth. It is truly a most won¬ 
derful commission, and opens up a very wide field of 
truth, through which we may range with much spiritual 
delight and profit. Whether we ponder the commission 
itself, its basis, its authority, its power, or its sphere, we 

229 



2 THINKS NEW AND OLD. 

shall find it all full of most precious instruction. May 
the blessocl Spirit guide our thoughts, while we medi¬ 
tate, first of all, upon 

THE COMMISSION ITSELF. 

The apostles of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
"were specially charged to preach " repentance and re¬ 
mission of sins." Let us all remember this. We are 
prone to forget it, to the serious damaging of our 
preaching, and of the souls of our hearers. Some of 
us are apt to overlook the first part of the commission, 
in our eagerness, it may be, to get to the second. This 
is a most serious mistake. We may rest assured that 
it is our truest wisdom to keep close to the veritable 
terms in which our blessed Lord delivered His charge 
to His earliest heralds. We cannot omit a single point, 
not to say a leading branch of the commission, without 
serious lost in every way. Our Lord is infinitely 
wiser and more gracious than we are, and we need not 
fear to preach with all possible plainness what He told 
His apostles to preach, namely, " repentance and re¬ 
mission of sins." 

Now the question is, are we all careful to maintain 
this very important connection ? Do we give sufficient 
prominence to the first part of the great commission ? 
Do we preach " repentance ?" 

We are not now inquiring what repentance is ; that 
we shall do, if God permit. But, whatever it is, do we 
preach it ? That our Lord commanded His apostles to 
preach it is plain ; and not only so, but He preached it 
Himself, as we read in Mark i.: " Now after that John 
was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching 
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the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand -T 

repent ye, and believe the gospel." 
Let us carefully note this record. Let all preachers-

note it. Our divine Master called upon sinners to re¬ 
pent and believe the gospel. Some would have us to-
believe that it is a mistake to call upon persons dead in 
trespasses and sins to do anything. "How," it is-
argued, " can those who are dead repent ? They are 
incapable of any spiritual movement. They must first 
get the power ere they can either repent or believe." 

What is our reply to all this ? A very simple one in¬ 
deed—our Lord knows better than all the theologians 
in the world what ought to be preached. Ho knows 
all about man's condition—his guilt, his misery, his 
spiritual death, his utter helplessness, his total inability 
to think a single right thought, to utter a single righfc 
word, to do a single right act; and yet He called upon 
men to repent. This is quite enough for us. It is no 
part of our business to seek to reconcile seeming dif¬ 
ferences. It may seem to us difficult to reconcile man's 
utter powerlessness with his responsibility; but " God 
is His own interpreter, and He will make it plain." It. 
is our happy privilege, and our bounden duty, to be¬ 
lieve what He says, and to do what He tells us. This-
is true wisdom, and it yields solid peace. 

Our Lord preached repentance, and He commanded 
His apostles to preach it; and they did so constantly. 
Hearken to Peter on the day of Pentecost. " Then 
Peter said unto them, Eepent, and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remis¬ 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
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Ghost." And again, " Repent ye, therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord." Hearken to Paul also, as he stood on Mars' 
Hill, at Athens : " But now God commandetk all men 
everywhere to repent; because he hath appointed a day 
in which he will judge the world in righteousness, by 
that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance (TTUSTIV) unto all men, in that he 
hath raised him from the dead." So also, in his 
touching address to the elders of Ephesus, he says, 
" I kept back nothing that was profitable, [blessed 
servant!] but have shewed you, and have taught you 
publicly, and from house to house, testifying, both to 
the Jews, and also the Greeks, repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." And again, 
in his address to king Agrippa, he says, " Whereupon, 
0 king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision, but shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, and turn 
to God, and do works meet for repentance." 

Now, in the face of this body of evidence—with the 
example of our Lord and His apostles so fully and 
clearly before us—may we not very lawfully inquire 
whether there is not a serious defect in much of our 
modern preaching ? Do we preach repentance as we 
ought ? Do we assign to it the place which it gets in 
the preaching of our Lord and of His early heralds ? 
It is vanity and folly, or worse,to talk about its being legal 
to preach repentance, to say that it tarnishes the lustre 
of the gospel of the grace of God to call upon men dead 
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in trespasses and sins to repent, and do works meet for 
repentance. Was Paul legal in his preaching ? Did 
he not preach a clear, full, rich, and divine gospel ? 
Have we got in advance of Paul ? Do we preach a 
clearer gospel than he ? How utterly preposterous the 
notion ! Well, but he preached repentance. He told 
his hearers that God now commandcth all men every¬ 
where to repent. Does this mar the gospel of the 
grace of God ? Does it detract from its heavenly ful¬ 
ness and freeness ? As well might you tell a farmer 
that it lowered the quality of his grain to plough the 
fallow ground before sowing. 

No doubt it is of the very last possible importance to 
preach the gospel of the grace of God, or, if you 
please, the gospel of the glory, in all its fulness, clear¬ 
ness, and power. We are to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ—to declare the whole counsel of God 
—to present the righteousness of God and His salva¬ 
tion, without limit, condition, or hindrance of any kind 
—to publish the good news to every creature under 
heaven. 

We should, in the very strongest possible manner, 
insist upon this. But at the same time we must 
jealously keep to the terms of "the great commission." 
We cannot depart the breadth of a hair from these 
without serious damage to our testimony, and to the 
souls of our hearers. If we fail to preach repentance, 
we are " keeping back" something "profitable." What 
should we say to a husbandman, if we saw him scat¬ 
tering his precious grain along the beaten highway ? 
We should justly pronounce him out of his mind. The 
ploughshare must do its work. The fallow ground 
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roust be broken up ere the seed is sown : and we may 
rest assured that, as in the kingdom of nature, so in 
the kingdom of grace, the ploughing must precede the 
sowing. The ground must be duly prepared for the 
seed, else the operations will prove altogether defective. 
Let the gospel be preached as God has given it to us in 
His word. Let it not be shorn of one of its moral 
glories; let it flow forth as it comes from the deep 
fountain of the heart of God, through the channel of 
Christ's finished work, on the authority of the Holy 
Ghost. All this is not only most fully admitted, but 
peremptorily insisted upon ; but at the same time we 
must never forget that our Lord and Master called upon 
men to "repent and believe the gospel;" that He 
strictly enjoined it upon His holy apostles to preach re¬ 
pentance ; and that the blessed apostle Paul, the chief 
of apostles, the profoundest teacher the church has 
ever known, did preach repentance, and call upon men 
everywhere to repent, and do works meet for repent¬ 
ance. 

And here it may be well for us to inquire what this 
repentance is which occupies such a prominent place 
in "the>great commission," and in the preaching of 
our Lord and of His apostles. If it be—as it most 
surely is—an abiding and universal necessity for man 
—if God commands all men everywhere to repent—if 
repentance is inseparably linked with remission of sins 
—how needful it is that we should seek to understand 
its true nature. 

What, then, is repentance ? May the Spirit Himself 
instruct us by the word of God ! He alone can. We 
are all liable to err—some of us have erred—in our 
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thoughts on this most weighty subject. We are in 
danger, while seeking to avoid error on one side, of 
falling into error on the other. We are poor, feeble, 
ignorant, erring creatures, whose only security is in 
our being kept continually at the feet of our blessed 
Lord Jesus Christ. He alone can teach us what re¬ 
pentance is, as well as what it is not. We foel most 
fully assured that the enemy of souls and of the truth 
has succeeded in giving repentance a false place in the 
creeds, and confessions, and public teachings of Chris¬ 
tendom ; and the conviction of this makes it all the 
more needful for us to keep close to the living teach¬ 
ings of holy scripture. 

We are not aware of any formal definition of the 
subject furnished by the Holy Ghost. He does not tell 
us in so many words what repentance is ; but the more 
•we study the word in reference to the great question, 
the more deeply we feel convinced that true repentance 
involves the solemn judgment of ourselves, our condi¬ 
tion, and our ways, in the presence of God; and, 
further, that this judgment is not a transient feeling, 
but an abiding condition—not a certain exercise to be 
gone through as a sort of title to the remission of sins, 
but the deep and settled habit of the soul, giving 
seriousness, gravity, tenderness, brokenness, and pro¬ 
found humility, which shall overlap, underlie, and cha¬ 
racterize our entire course. 

We seriously question if this aspect of the subject is 
Bufficiently understood. Let not the reader mistake us. 
,We do not mean for a moment to teach that the soul 
should be always bowed down under the sense of un-
forgiven sin. Far be the thought! We think it will 
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be found that our teaching in the pages of " Things 
New and Old," for the last nineteen years, is the very 
reverse of such a thought. But \ve greatly fear that 
some of us, in running away from leijalily on the ques¬ 
tion of repentance, have fallen into levity. This is a 
serious error. We may depend upon it that levity is 
no remedy for legality: were it proposed as such, we 
should have.no hesitation in pronouncing the remedy 
much worse than the disease. Thank God wo have 
His own sovereign remedy for levity, on the one hand, 
and legality on the other. " Truth," insisting upon 
" repentance," is the remedy for the former. " Grace," 
publishing " remission of sins," is the remedy for the 
latter. And we cannot but believe that the more pro¬ 
found our repentance, the fuller will be our enjoyment 
of remission. 

We are inclined to judge that there is a sad lack of 
depth and seriousness in much of our modern preach¬ 
ing. In our anxiety to make the gospel simple, and 
salvation easy, we fail to press on the consciences of 
our hearers the holy claims of truth. If a preacher 
now-a-days were to call upon his hearers to "repent 
and turn to God, and to do works meet for repentance," 
he would, in certain circles, be pronounced legal, 
ignorant, below the mark, and such like. And yet this 
was precisely what the blessed apostle Paul did, as he 
hivnself tells us. Will any of our modern evangelists 
have the temerity to say that Paul was a legal or an 
ignorant preacher ? We trust not. Paul carried with 
him the full, clear, precious gospel of God—the gospel 
of the grace, and the gospel of the glory. He preached 
the kingdom of God—He unfolded the glorious mystery 
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of the church—yea, that mystery was specially com-
iniUed to him. 

Bat let all preachers remember that Paul preached 
repentance. He called upon sinners to judge them¬ 
selves—to repent in dust and ashes, as was meet and 
right they should. He himself had learnt the true 
meaning of repentance. He had not only judged him¬ 
self once in a way, but he lived in the spirit of self-
jndgment. It was the habit of his soul, the attitude of 
his heart, and it gave a depth, solidity, seriousness, and 
solemnity to his preaching of which we modern preachers 
know but little. We do not believe that Paul's repent¬ 
ance ended with the three days and three nights of 
blindness after his conversion. He was a self-judged 
man all his life long. Did this hinder his enjoyment of 
the grace of God or of the preciousness of Christ ? 
Nay, it gave depth and intensity to his enjoyment. 

All this, we feel persuaded, demands our most serious 
consideration. We greatly dread the light, airy, super¬ 
ficial style of much of our modern preaching. It some¬ 
times seems to us as if the gospel were brought into 
utter contempt, and the sinner led to suppose that he is 
really conferring a very great favour upon God in ac¬ 
cepting salvation at His hands. Now we must, solemnly 
protest against this. It is dishonouring to God, and 
lowering His gospel; and, as might be expected, its 
moral effect on those who profess to be converted is 
most deplorable. It superinduces levity, self-indulg¬ 
ence, worldliness, vanity, and folly. Sin is not felt ta 
be the dreadful thing it is in the sight of God. Self is 
not judged. The world is not given up. The gospel 
that is preached is what may be called " salvation naada 
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easy" to the flesh—the most terrible thing we can pos¬ 
sibly conceive—terrible in its effect upon the soul— 
terrible in its results in the life, God's sentence upon 
the flesh and the world gets no place in the preaching to 
which we refer. People are offered a salvation which 
leaves self and the world practically unjudged, and the 
consequence is, those who profess to be converted by 
this gospel exhibit a lightness and unsubduedness per¬ 
fectly shocking to people of serious piety. 

It will, perhaps, bo said that those sad results of 
•which we speak are owing to the fact that the heavenly 
side of the gospel is left out—that a glorified Christ is 
not preached—that a full resurrection gospel is not 
proclaimed—that man and his need are made more pro¬ 
minent than God and His glory—-that it is more a 
bringing Christ clown into our circumstances than 
bringing us up into God's presence, in association with 
11 risen and glorified Christ. 

Well, there may be a good deal in this, and we are 
well disposed to admit a broad margin in which to in¬ 
sert all that has to be said on this side of the question. 
But we must still fall back on the weighty fact that the 
blessed apostle Paul—who most surely preached the 
gospel in all its fulness and in all its power—insisted 
upon repentance. This cannot be set aside. Man must 
take his true place before God, and that is the place of 
-self-judgment, contrition of heart, real sorrow for sin, 
and true confession. It is here the gospel meets him. 
The fulness of God ever waits on an empty vessel, and 
a truly repentant soul is the empty vessel into which 
all the fulness of the grace of God can flow in saving 
power. The Holy Ghost will make the sinner feel and 
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on-ii his real condition. It is He alone who can do so ; 
but Ho uses preaching to this end. He brings the word 
of God to bear on man's conscience. The word is His 
hammer, wherewith He breaks the rock in pieces—His 
ploughshare, wherewith He breaks up the fallow ground. 
He makes the furrow, and then casts in the incorrupt¬ 
ible seed, to germinate and fructify to the glory of God. 
True, the furrow, how deep soever it may be, can pro¬ 
duce no fruit. It is the seed, and not the furrow ; but 
there must be the furrow, for all that. 

It is not, need we say ? that there is anything 
meritorious in the sinner's repentance. To say so could 
only be regarded as the most monstrous audacity. 
Kepentance is not a good work whereby the sinner 
merits the favour of God. All this view of the subject 
is utterly and fatally false. True repentance is the 
discovery and hearty confession of our utter ruin and. 
guilt. It is the finding out that my whole life has been 
a lie, and that I myself am a liar. This is serious 
work. There is no flippancy or levity when a soul is 
brought to this. A penitent soul in the presence of 
God is a solemn reality; and we cannot but feel that 
were we more governed by the terms of " the great 
commission," we should more solemnly, earnestly, and 
constantly call upon men " to repent and turn to God, 
and do works meet for repentance," we should preach 
"repentance" as well as "the remission of sins." 

(To be continued, if the Lord iciV/.) 

ALT. that we were—our sin, our guilt, 
Our death, was all our own: 

All that we are we owe to Thee, 
Thou God of grace, alone. 
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'WORK, WHILE IT IS CALLED TO-DAY." 

Go, labour on; spend and be spent— 
Thy joy to do the Father's will; 

It is the way the Master went. 
Should not the servant tread it still ? 

Go, labour on; 'tis not for nought; 
Thy earthly loss is heavenly gain; 

Men heed thee, love tliee, praise thee not, 
The Master praises—what are men ? 

Go, labour on : enough., while here, 
If lie shall praise thee, if He deign 

Thy willing heart to mark and cheer; 
No toil for Him shall be in vain. 

G o, labour on, while it is day, 
The world's dark night is hastening on; 

Speed, speed thy work, cast sloth away: 
It is not thus that souls are won. 

Men die in darkness at Thy side, 
Without a hope to cheer the tomb ; 

Take up the torch and wave it wide, 
The torch that lights time's thickest gloom. 

Go on, faint not, keep watch, and pray; 
Be wise the erring soul to win ; 

Go forth into the world's highway, 
Compel the wanderer to coii^ in. 

Toil on, and in thy toil rejoice ; 
For toil comes rest, for exile home: 

Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom's voice, 
The midnight peal, " Behold I come !" 
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DIVERSITY AND UNITY. 

IT is at once interesting and instructive to mark the 
varied lines of truth presented in the New Testament, 
all finding then- common centre in that blessed One who 
is the truth. We see this, both in the gospels and in 
the epistles. Each of the four evangelists, under the 
direct guidance and power of the Holy Ghost, gives us 
a distinct view of Christ. Matthew presents Him in 
His Jewish relations—as the Messiah, the Son of David, 
Son of Abraham—-heir of the promises made to the 
fathers. Mark presents Him as the earnest workman, 
the diligent servant, the laborious minister, the inces¬ 
sant preacher and teacher. Luke gives us " The Man 
Christ Jesus," in His human relations, Son of man, 
Son of Adam. John is occupied with the Son of God, 
Son of the Father, the heavenly Man, in His heavenly 
relationships. 

Thus each one has his own specific line. No two are 
alike, but all agree. There is lovely variety, but the 
most perfect harmony; there is diversity and unity. 
Matthew does not interfere with Mark ; nor Mark with 
Luke ; nor Luke with John. There is no collision, 
because each moves in his own proper orbit and all 
revolve round the one grand centre. 

Nor could we do without any one of the four. There 
would be a serious blank if one were missing. We 
could not afford to give up a single ray of the moral 
glory of the Son of God ; and not only so, but we could 
not consent to ignore one of those instruments by 
which the Holy Ghost has presented Him to our view. 
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We want them all. Each fills his own niche anil 
fulfils his own service, under the guiding hand of the 
Holy Ghost. 

So also is it in the epistles. Paul's line of things is 
as distinct from Peter's, as Peter's is from John's, or 
John's from James. No two are alike, but all agree. 
There is no collision, because, like the four evangelists, 
each moves in his own appointed orbit, and all revolve 
round the one common centre. The orbit is distinct, 
but the centre is one. Paul gives us the great truth 
of man's relation with God, on the ground of accom¬ 
plished redemption, together with the counsels of God 
as to Israel and the church. Peter gives us the Christian 
pilgrimage and God's government of the world. James 
insists upon practical righteousness. John opens up 
the grand theme of eternal life, first with the Father, 
then manifested in the Son;'•communicated unto us, 
and finally displayed in the glorious future. 

Now, it would be the very height of folly on our 
part to institute any invidious comparison between 
those varied lines of truth or the beloved and honoured 
instruments by whom those lines are presented to us. 
How silly it would be to- set up Matthew against 
Mark, Mark against Luke, Luke against John, or John 
against all the rest!. How puerile it would be for any 
one to say, " I go in for Paul's line of things, only. 
James seems below the mark. Peter and John I do 
not appreciate. Paul is the man for me. His ministry 
suits me. The others do- not reach my heart, or feed 
my soul as he does." 

All this we should, at once, denounce as the most 
sinful folly. It would not be tolerated for a moment. 
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The varied lines of truth all converge upon one glorious 
and blessed centre. The varied instruments are all 
employed by one and the self-same inspiring Spirit, for 
the one grand .object of presenting tho varied moral 
glories of Christ. We want them all. We could no more 
afford to do without Matthew or Mark than we could 
do without Luke or John ; and it is no part of our 
business to undervalue Peter or James, because they do 
not give such a lofty or comprehensive range of truth 
as Paul or John. Each is needful in his place. Each 
has his niche to fill, his work to do, his appointed line of 
things to attend to, and we should be doing serious 
damage to our own souls as well as marring the 
integrity of divine revelation, if we were to confine 
ourselves to any one particular line of truth, or attach 
ourselves exclusively to any one particular instrument 
or vessel. 

The early Corinthians fell into this grave error, and 
thus called forth a sharp rebuke from the blessed 
apostle Paul. Some were of Paul; some of Apollos ; 
some of Cephas; some of Christ. All were wrong ; 
and those who said they were of Christ were quite as 
wrong as any of the others. They were carnal and 
walked as men. It was a grievous folly to be puffed 
up for one against another, inasmuch as they were 
all Christ's servants, and all belonged to the whole 
church. 

Nor is it otherwise now, in the church of God. 
There are varied kinds of workmen, and varied lines of 
truth; and it is our happy privilege, not to say our 
holy duty, to recognize and rejoice in them all. To be 
puffed up for one against another, is to be "carnal and 
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walk as men." To depreciate any of Christ's ser¬ 
vants is to depreciate the truth which he carries and to 
forsake our own mercies. " All things are yours; 
•whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come ; 
all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is 
God's." 

This is the true and the divine way to look at tho 
matter; and this, too, is the way to avoid sects, parties, 
cliques and coteries in the church of God. There is 
one body, one Head, one Spirit, one divine and perfect 
revelation—the holy scriptures. There are many 
members, many gifts, many lines of truth, many dis¬ 
tinct characters of ministry. We want them all, and 
therefore God has given them all. 

But, most surely, God has not given the various gifts 
and ministries for us to set one against another, but 
that we may humbly and thankfully avail ourselves of 
all and profit by them according to His gracious pur¬ 
pose in giving them. If all wero Pauls, where were 
the Peters ? If all were Peters where were the 
Johns ? 

Nor this only; but what must ho the effect of going 
in for any one particular lino of truth, or character of 
ministry ? What but to produce an imperfect Christian 
character? We are all sadly prone to onesidedness, and 
nothing more ministers to this evil than an inordinate 
attachment to some one particular branch of truth, to 
the exclusion of other branches equally important. It 
is by " the tnilh" we are sanctified—by all, not by 
some truth. We should delight in every department of 
truth, and give a cordial welcome to each vessel or 
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instrument which our God may be pleased to use in 
ministering His truth to our souls. To be puffed up for 
one against another is to be more occupied with the 
vessel than with the truth which the vessel contains, more 
occupied with man than with God—a fatal mistake! 
"Who then is Paul, or who is Apollos, but ministers 
by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
man." 

Here lies the grand principle. God has various 
instruments for His work. We want them all, and we 
should value them all as His instruments, and nothing 
more. It has ever been Satan's object to lead the 
Lord's people to set up heads of schools, leaders of 
parties, centres of cliques, thus splitting up the church 
of God into sects, and destroying its visible unity. 
Let us not be ignorant of his devices ; but in every 
possible way "endeavour to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the uniting bond of peace." 

How is this great object to be attained ? By keeping 
near the centre—by abiding in Christ—by habitual 
occupation with Himself—by drinking deeply into His 
spirit and walking in His footsteps—by lying at His 
feet, in true brokenness of spirit and humility of mind, 
by thorough consecration to His service, the further¬ 
ance of His cause, the promotion of His glory, the 
prosperity and blessing of every beloved member of 
His body. 

Thus shall we be delivered from strife and conten¬ 
tion, from the discussion of profitless questions, and 
baseless theories ; from partiality, prejudice and predi¬ 
lection. We shall be able to see and appreciate all the 
varied lines of truth converging upon the one divine 
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centre, the varied rays of light emanating from the one 

eternal source. We shall rejoice in the great fact that 

in all the ways and works of God, in every department 

of nature and grace, in things on earth and things in 

heaven, in time and eternity, it is not a dull uniformity 

but a delightful variety. In a word, God's universal 

and eternal principle is " DIVERSITY AND U N I T Y . " 

ot>jo;oo 

TAKE ALL THINGS AS THEY COME. 

TAKE all things as they come, and murmur not, 
The bitter and the sweet, as God sees best, 
Be satisfied with thine appointed lot. 
Build all thy hopes on Christ, and Igave the vest 
To His disposal, who's too wise to err, 
And loves thee far too much to do thee harm ; 
And since the sparrow shares His loving care, 
His child may safely rest without alarm. 
He knows the needs be for whate'er He sends, 
And watches over thee with jealous care ; 
Thy song as incense to His throne ascends, 
And well He loves to hear and answer prayer. 
The trial of our faith he needs must prove. 
The allegiance of our hearts the test must bear; 
The chastening rod is but the proof of love, 
Which tells us of a loving Father's care. 

Oft have the things of time too large a claim 
Upon our hearts, and rob them of the rest 
Which occupation with the Lord—the Lamb — 
Would give, ia whom, with all things, now, we're blest. 
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Faith rests upon His never-failing word, 
' And gives the heart abiding, settled, peace, 
It leaves all matters to its faithful Lord, 
And all life's troubles and vexations cease. 

Hereford, Nov. ±th, 1876. T. S. 

MAN'S HISTORY AND GOD'S "DUE TIME." 

ROMANS v. 6-11. 

W E have now seen the whole condition of man fairly 
and fully revealed, and the period of his probation as 
under law, terminating in the cross of Christ. In 
God's account his moral history closes here, but not 
his responsibility. Because man is proved to be with¬ 
out any good thing towards God, some have affirmed 
that he is not responsible. This is a false and per¬ 
nicious doctrine. The character of man's responsibility 
may change, but he can never cease to be responsible. 
Surely he is responsible to believe and acknowledge 
the result of his own history, and the judgment of God 
thereon. And had man simplicity enough to believe 
the testimony of God concerning himself as lost under 
sin, and His testimony concerning Christ as the Saviour, 
he would be pardoned and saved on the spot; for man 
«an only be saved through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

" THE SECOND MAN." 

We have now to do with another man, whom the 
•scriptures call " the second Man." From Adam down-
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•wards, even until the present hour, every man on the 
ground of responsibility lias failed, save ONE. Yes, 
One, and only One, perfect man has appeared amongst^ 
men during the entire period of their history. In the 
presence of Him who was perfect light and perfect 
love, the moral state of all other men was manifested. 
" If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had 
not had sin, but now they have no cloke for their sin. 
Ho that hateth me, hateth my Father also. If I had 
not done among them the works which none other man 
did, they had not had sin; but now have they both 
seen and hated both rnc and my Father." All men, as 
by nature united to the first Adam, repeat his cha¬ 
racter ; they are just so many sons in his own likeness, 
and after his own image. But to " the second Man" 
God bears testimony from the opened heavens, say¬ 
ing, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." (Matt. iii. 17; Luke ix. 35.) Though truly 
man, He is absolutely God, possessed of every divine 
perfection, and justly entitled to every divine honour; 
but for the present we speak of Him as man, and as 
such the very opposite, in every particular, of the first 
man, and of all men, down to His lowly birth in Beth¬ 
lehem. As Son of God He was alone with the Father 
from all eternity ; but in God's " due time" He became 
a man, in order to die for men on the cross. " When 
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons." Galatians iv. 4, 5. 

This passage is so important to our subject, that wo 
shall do well to pause for a moment, review our posi-
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tion, and recall some points in the history of man and 
of the Jew. 

We have seen that man, as such, before the period 
of law, was lawless, and sought his happiness outside 
the presence of God ; and that with the expansion of 
the human family the earth was filled with violence 
and corruption. The deluge closed the scene of ante¬ 
diluvian wickedness. After that, the posterity of Noah 
fell into the grievous sin of idolatry, which destroyed 
the link of connection between the world and God, so 
He called out Abraham to be a new stock, and formed 
his descendants into a distinct people, separate from all 
other nations. The Jews, as we have seen, were not 
only separated to God Himself, but were protected by 
Him, and enriched with every means of blessing. They 
were called in an especial manner to be witnesses of 
God against the sin of idolatry. The unity of the 
Godhead was the most important truth conveyed in the 
law. "Hear, 0 Israel; the Lord our God is one-
Lord." (Deut. vi. 4.) But, alas ! alas ! they were un¬ 
faithful to God, and fell into the very sin which they 
had been called out to testify against. The golden calf 
was the original and the great national sin of Israel. 
Jeroboam repeated the sia of Aaron, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin. " Whereupon the king took counsel, and 
made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too 
much for you to go up to Jerusalem : behold thy gods, 
0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel, and the other 
put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin ; for the 
people went to worship before the one, even unto 
Dan." 1 Kings xii. 28-30. 
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Such was Israel, and such is the heart of man in all 
ages ; and thus it became necessary that Christ should 
be not only a man, but a Jew—" Made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law." As another has said, " If He had not been 
a man, there could have been no basis for meeting any 
child of Adam under any circumstances ; and if He 
had not been a Jew, where had been the law, or the 
promises either ? But being both, now comes in an 
infinitely greater thing—redemption But mere 
keeping of the law could not have redeemed any one ; 
it was essential to the vindication of God that the Lord 
should shew He was perfect man under the law, perfect 
Son of man, perfect Israelite, perfect Son of God, above 
law—in all things perfect."* 

But whatever might be the varied glories of " the 
second Man"—and we know He is equal with the 
Father—His mission to this world was love, His great 
work, redemption. God waited for His coming, He 
watched for the accomplishment of righteousness, for 
the putting away of sin by the sacrifice of Himself, for 
His complete mastery over death and the grave, that 
the flood-gates of His eternal love might be thrown 
wide open, and that the life-giving streams of His grace 
might flow forth freely to the utmost bounds of moral 
death and misery. Hence it was triumphantly pro¬ 
claimed that " Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." This was God's " due time" . . . . 
" The fulness of the time." He had been perfectly 
glorified about sin, His truth maintained inviolate, His 

* " Lectures on the Epistle to the Galatians," chap. iv.—W. K. 
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law magnified and made honourable, and the whole 
need of man, of the Jew, according to his past his¬ 
tory, fully met in the redemption accomplished by Christ 
Jesus. 

If man dishonoured God by disobedience, disre¬ 
garded His word, despised His grace, and insulted tlu> 
Majesty of heaven by the worship of idols ; the blessed 
Lord Jesus was the obedient, dependent man ; He vin¬ 
dicated and honoured God's truth and grace, and mani¬ 
fested in Himself—meek and lowly though He was— 
the Majesty of the Godhead. If man acquired a bad 
conscience through sin, sin has been put away, tin 
conscience purified by the blood of Christ, through 
faith, so that there is no more conscience of sins. Tim 
curse of the broken law has been borne by Jesus, and 
all the promises are established in His adorable Person. 
"For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him amen, unto the glory of God by us. Now he 
which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God, who hath also sealed us, and given 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." 2 Corin¬ 
thians i. 20-22. 

ONENESS WITH CHEIST AS EISEN ANB GLORIFIED. 

0 blessed, precious truth! All, all, is found in 
Christ, dead and risen again ! The new centre in re¬ 
surrection, the head of a new race, the source of a 
new power, His own eternal life made ours by faith in 
Him, and divine righteousness our title to His own po¬ 
sition and privileges in heavenly places. "Fo r in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And 
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ye are complete in him, which is the head of all princi¬ 
pality and power." (Col. ii. 9, 10.) Thus we see that 
redemption power raises the redeemed above creation 
power, and redemption glory exalts them far above all 
creation glory. "Complete!" yes, "complete in 
him :" but where ? Wondrous ! glorious truth ! Above 
all principality and power—above every created thing 
—and in Him, one with Him, where He is, and as 
He is. 

Who would not, we are ready to exclaim, leave the 
ruined family of the first Adam, join the family of the 
last Adam, and share its riches and its honours ? There 
are but the two families now, no middle place whatever. 
The first Adam bequeathed to his posterity the sad in¬ 
heritance of sin, a depraved nature, condemnation, 
•death: the last Adam, righteousness, a divine nature, 
justification, eternal life. The one family must spend 
their eternity in the dark regions of hell; the other, in 
the bright and sunny regions of heaven. Can thought¬ 
ful, reflecting, intelligent man hesitate for a moment as 
to which of the two families he would belong ? Can 
he remain undecided for a single second ? Who would 
care to join a company, even in this life, that was in¬ 
solvent, and on the eve of a total disaster—irrecover¬ 
able ruin ? The reader, if he has not already, must 
now make his choice. Christ, risen and glorified, is 
the Head, Centre, and uniting power of this new com¬ 
pany—the family of God. And no dissolution, no 
separation, can ever take place. As the blessed Lord 
said to Martha, " Mary hath chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken away from her." Their bond 
is eternal life in the power of the Spirit, the duration of 
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their reign the countless ages of eternity, and the por¬ 
tion of the least, the unsearchable, the untraceable, 
riches of Christ. 

Such is the happy lot, the bright prospect, of all who 
believe in Jesus. And it may be all enjoyed now 
according to the measure of our faith, and the close¬ 
ness of our walk with the Lord. And this happy 
place, this wealthy portion, may be my reader's to-day, 
be he Jew, or be he Gentile, or be he the vilest sinner 
on the face of the whole earth. The cross terminated 
the distinctions between Greek and Jew, between cir¬ 
cumcision and uncireumcision, between barbarian, Scy¬ 
thian, bond and free ; Christ is now the one, the only 
object, for all; and He is in all to them that believe. 
Flee, then, my dear reader, from the impending, the 
inevitable, but, alas ! the eternal, ruin of the first man. 
Judgment is already given, the sentence already passed, 
nothing can- avert the awful doom ; but thou mayest 
yet escape; the door of mercy is still open, the voice 
of mercy still calls for thee; flee, then, oh, flee for 
thy life—life in Christ, life in endless glory;—for who¬ 
soever will may take of the water of life freely— 
gratis ! " For when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly." Is not this 
for thee—thyself? Believe it, trust in Him who died 
for thee, and live for ever. v 

FRAGMENT. 

To say that I must sin, is to deny the foundations of 
Christianity. 

To say that I cannot sin, is to deceive myself. 
To say that I need not sin, is to state a divine privilege. 
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TEE THEEE HEARTS. 

Jesus in Simon's house.—Luke vii. 

JESUS'— 

BEHOLD the heart of Jesus! how it throbs 
To bless that sinner, penitent and low ; 

To heal her wounds and silence all her sobs, 
And give her all He can in love bestow. 

SIMON'S— 

O barren heart! so barren of all good, 
Suspicious, envious, hard, and callous still! 

Tlie GUEST neglected, and misunderstood, 
"What moves her heart, his seems alone to chill. 

WOMAN'S— 

Ah! here's a heart wide open to receive 
The good it finds not in its own domain; 

Drawn by a love which only waits to give, 
She weeps and loves, nor weeps and loves in vain. 

EEADEB ! 

"Which heart, dear reader, is akin to thine— 
The barren heart, or that which open is 

To take the blessing from Christ's heart divine, 
And through His blood to know that thou art His ? 

A. M. 



27 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

1. "A Young Believer," Surrey. The scene to 
which you refer (Gen. xiv. 18) is a typo of the future 
kingdom, when the true Melchisedee will come forth 
and bless His people. 

2. " A Sister in the Lord," Co. Down. We should 
strongly recommend you to turn from all human 
opinions, and give yourself to the study of the word of 
God, in humble dependence upon His Spirit. Ask 
Him to teach you. He most surely will. Do not act 
without direct authority from the word of God. If 
you have not this, wait. " If thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light." The Lord keep you 
close to Himself! 

3. " J . T.," Ryde. You will, we trust, easily per¬ 
ceive that your questions, though very interesting and 
important, are not suitable for our pages. It is 
extremely difficult to form, not to speak of giving, an 
opinion in such cases. It would be well if our friends 
would more cultivate the habit of seeking counsel of 
God in all their difficulties. He never fails those who 
simply wait on Him. He may see fit, for their deep 
blessing and profit, to keep them waiting ; but, in the 
end, light will surely shine ; and the season of waiting 
is full of richest blessing. When any difficulty occurs 
in an assembly, let the brethren get together before 
God for united prayer, and continue to look to Him 
until He manifests His judgment in this matter. This 
is far better than writing hither and thither for the 
opinions of men, which are too often given on an ex 
parte, or at least, a defective statement of the case. 

4. " L . E . H . " Thanks for your lines, and your note of 
the 3rd of October. 

5. " W. A.N.,"Camberwell. Wehave repeatedly gone 
into your question. See a paper entitled " Responsibility 
and Power." Also one entitled "One-sided Theology." 
We must bow to scripture, not reason about theology. 
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
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If you allow yourself to reason about the conflict¬ 
ing dogmas of divinity, you may land in infidelity. 
Salvation is free to all. " God will have all to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth." He is 
not "willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance." " His righteousness is unto all," 
but it is only " upon all them that believed." " Who¬ 
soever will, let him take of the water of life freely." 
Scripture is as plain as possible, if only we come to it 
like a little child. It is theology that puzzles people. 

6. "M. J. A." You have our fullest sympathy. May 
God bless your effort. 

7. " C . E. M.," Gravesend. Blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost was attributing to the devil works done by 
the Eternal Spirit. The leaders of the Jewish people 
were guilty of it. 

8. "L . , " Somerset. Our Lord's present priestly 
ministry is Aaronic. By-and-by it will be according to 
the functions of Melchisedec. He is a priest for ever; 
but He will not always perform the same functions. 

9. " E . C.," London. Matthew xviii. 10, 11, is, 
we believe, the solid authority on which to build the 
precious truth of infant salvation. Scripture says 
nothing as to the specific point you name. 

10. " G. A. S.," London. The Lord -will guide us 
to the publication, in a separate form, of the " Letters." 
Let us wait on Him about it. 

11. " A. A.," Harrow. We quite agree with you in 
thinking that Genesis iii. 22 is perfectly plain in its 
meaning ; but some people are never satisfied with the 
obvious sense of holy scripture. 

12. " F. A. F. G.," Christchurch. Mark iv. 12 is 
the judicial sentence passed upon the Jewish people be¬ 
cause of their persistent rejection of divine testimony. 

13. " A recent Eeader." The context, In each 
instance, will plainly shew you what wo are to judge 
and what we are not to judge. We certainly are called 
upon to judge evil doctrine and bad morals; but we 
are not called to judge motives. 



THE GREAT COMMISSION. 

PAKT n. 

SINCE writing onr paper for January, we have been 
much interested in the way in which repentance k 
presented in those inimitable parables in Luke xw, 
There we learn, in a manner the most touching aad 
convincing, not only the abiding and universal necessity 
—the moral fitness, in every case, of true repentance; 
but also that it is grateful to the heart of God. Oar 
Lord, in His marvellous reply to the scribes and 
Pharisees, declares that " there is joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth." And, again, " Likewise, I 
say unto you, there is joy in the presence of tha 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." 

Now this gives us a very elevated view of the sub¬ 
ject. It is one thing to see that repentance is binding 
upon man; and another and very much higher thing t» 
see that it is grateful to God. " Thus saith the higk 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with hint 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones." A broken heart, a contrite spirit, * 
repentant mind, gives joy to God. 

Let us ponder this fact. The scribes and Pharisees 
murmured because Jesus received sinners. How little 
they understood Him! How little they knew of th« 
object that brought Him down into this dark and sinful 
world ! How little they knew of themselves ! It was 
the "lost" that Jesus came to seek. But scribes an^ 
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Pharisees did not think themselves lost. They thought 
they were all right. They did not want a Saviour. 
They were thoroughly unbroken, unrepentant, self-
confident; and hence they had never afforded one atom 
of joy in heaven. All the learning of the scribes, and 
all the righteousness of the Pharisees could not waken 
up a single note of joy in the presence of the angels of 
•God. They were like the elder son in the parable who 
said, " Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy commandment; and 
yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends." 

Here we have a true specimen of an unbroken heart 
and an unrepentant spirit—a man thoroughly satisfied 
with himself. Miserable object! He had never 
touched a chord in the Father's heart—never drawn 
out the Father's love—never felt the Father's embrace 
—never received the Father's welcome. How could 
he ? He had never felt himself lost. He was full of 
himself, and therefore had no room for the Father's 
love. He did not feel that he owed anything and 
hence he had nothing to be forgiven. It rather seemed 
to him that the father was his debtor. " Lo, these 
many years do I serve thee; and yet thou never 
gavest me a kid." He had not received his wages. 

What egregious folly ! And yet it is just the same 
with every unrepentant soul—every one who is building 
upon his own righteousness. He really makes God his 
debtor. " I have served thee; but I have never 
gotten what I earned." Miserable notion! The man 
who talks of his duties, his doings, his sayings, his 
givings, is really insulting God. But on the other 


