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BEFORE DEATH, AND AFTER DEATH. 

" They have Moses and the prophets; let them 
hear them." (Luke xvi. 29.) 

IN our Lord's words concerning the rich man 
and Lazarus, He brings before us most solemn 
pictures of great realities both before death and 
after death. With regard to the present time 
before death, there are three things to be par¬ 
ticularly noted—the man of the world, the be¬ 
liever, and the word of God. 

The sketch given of the man of the world is 
not that of an immoral or malicious person, but 
of one who has the best he can get to eat and 
drink and also to put on. More than these things 
the world cannot give, and his aim is to have the 
best that it affords for the gratification of his 
desires. "He was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fared sumptuously every day." Self 
is the object of his heart, not God; yea, he is 
"without God in the world." But all his com¬ 
forts are bounded by time and sense. At length 
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2 THINGS NEW AND OtD. 

the chilly hand of death lays him prostrate, 
and all his good things are gone, and gone for 
ever. He dies, and is buried. What is often 
called " a respectable funeral" is the finishing 
stroke in the history in time of a man of the world. 
" The rich man died, and was buried." To such 
death is awfully serious, but what must it be after 
death ? How searching are the Saviour's questions ! 
" What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul ? Or, what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?" 

The man of faith, however, though in the world, 
is little known or noticed by it. His heart's 
interests lie far beyond what is seen and temporal. 
Not only does he find nothing here for his soul, 
bnt he proves that everything of the world is 
adverse to it. He is a stranger here. His path is 
solitary; his sorrows not a few. The waste of those 
surrounding him, only makes him feel more keenly 
the poverty and trials of his lot as to this life. 
But he finds that God is with him, and can turn 
everything to good account in the most imthought 
of ways, so that even dogs may give relief by 
licking his long-neglected sores. He has also 
learned that it is given unto him in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to 
suffer for His sake. (Phil. i. 29.) 

Besides the man of present good things and 
the man of faith, the Lord speaks of the third 
thing, the possession of the holy scriptures— 
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" they have Moses and the prophets." Thus the 
three leading features of what is found in this 
present world are: the unbeliever with his " good 
things," the believer with his "evil things." and 
the word of God, which speaks of eternal things. 
The Bible is the condemnation and death-warrant 
of the unbeliever, and the comfort and stay 
of the believer. 

The Lord then lifts the curtain, and shews the 
amazing contrast in the state of these two men 
after death. The needy and dependent man of 
faith no sooner quits his suffering body, and a 
heartless world, than he is carried by the angels 
into the bosom of the father of the faithful. He 
joyfully proves the truth of scripture that 
" they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 
Abraham." Sweet resting-place. He is now 
where the wicked cease from troubling, and where 
the weary are at rest. He is where righteous 
Abraham and all departed believers are. How vast 
the change! Yesterday in suffering at a rich man's 
gate, worn out with the pain of his many sores, 
and thankful to have his wounds licked by a 
passing dog ; but to-day his spirit is with the 
father of the faithful, where all is peace and love. 
And has it not been truly said that it is far better 
to depart and be with Christ ? 

And where is the rich man with all his boasted 
elegance and luxury, whose burial was only yes¬ 
terday with such pomp and ceremony? We are 
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told that in hell (or hades—the place of departed 
spirits), he lift up his eyes being in torments. No 
sooner is he there, than he sees the beggar that had 
sat outside his gate now a long way off, but shut 
in with Abraham in blessing and rest. How 
wide the contrast of the state of these souls now; 
the one in bliss unspeakable, the other in anguish 
unutterable! Both in hades, the place of departed 
spirits; but one, like the thief, in paradise with the 
Lord, while the other is miserable beyond descrip¬ 
tion. How very solemn, and yet how real the 
picture! We know that if a believer dies, or 
rather falls asleep in Jesus, he departs to be with 
Christ—to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord. 

Bat the unbeliever, alas! is in a very different 
compartment of the place of departed spirits. On 
quitting the body, he is at once conscious of being 
shut out from the presence of Grod, so that his 
misery is great. His being spoken of as parched 
with thirst shews the depth of his anguish. How 
he envies the man now who was once a poor 
beggar at his gate ! Observe, there is no idea of 
purgatory here. No: it is exactly opposite, and 
the most perfect exposure of the utter falseness 
of the doctrine of purgatorial fire. Every one 
after death tastes misery or blessing. Let the 
reader carefully note that this is not the eternal state, 
for then all will have bodies; and that the Lord 
here contemplates a people on earth still unsaved 
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with the word of God in their hands. Besides, we 
know from other scriptures, that the wicked will 
be brought from hades before the great white 
throne for the sentence of their eternal banish¬ 
ment from the presence of God, and to be deserv¬ 
edly cast (with death and hades) into the lake of 
fire. Let not the reader fail also to note there is 
no annihilation here, and no possibility of ever 
getting from the place of misery to the place 
of blessing. When the lost soul prays, as he 
never did before, saying, " Father Abraham have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am tormented in this flame; Abraham said 
. . . . Between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed, so that they which would pass from hence 
to you cannot; neither can they pass to us that 
would come from thence." No language could 
more clearly shew the impassable distance between 
the saved and lost after death, or the utter im¬ 
possibility of one who dies in his sins ever being 
where Christ is. What remains for such is to 
be brought up at " the great white throne" at the 
close of the millennium, when the heavens and 
the earth will have fled away, and receive the final 
judgment, and their sentence of banishment to 
the lake of fire. All that appear there for judg¬ 
ment must be for ever lost, because, having 
refused salvation by grace, they will be "judged 
«very man according to their works." 
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But another most affecting part in this appall¬ 
ing scene after death, is, that the lost one thinks of 
his relatives still living on the earth. He implores 
Abraham to send Lazarus to his father's house, 
" for," said he," I have five brethren, that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place 
of torment." The infidel sometimes taunts the 
Christian, by saying, " We know nothing about 
what is after death, because no one has ever come 
back to tell us." But the Saviour, who knew a!l 
things, has told us. And one thing is clearly made 
known—that there will be no infidels after death 
—all will be real then. Purple and fine linen are 
of no value there; even the lost will realise then 
the priceless worth of souls. If there will be one 
longing in such after death, it will be that their 
sinful relations on earth might hear the gospel, be¬ 
lieve, and not "come into this place of torment." 
But they have the gospel. They possess the Biblo 
which contains it. "They have Moses and the 
prophets, let them hear them." 

Observe, it does not say, they have religious 
teachers, or religious privileges, or duties—but they 
have God's word, and their responsibility is to 
hearken to it. As saith the prophet, " Hear [not 
do, but hear], and your soul shall live." As the 
Saviour also said, " He that heareth [not feeleth, 
or giveth, or doeth, hut heareth] my word, and bc-
lieveth him that sent me, hath everlasting life." 

They are to hear Moses and the prophets. But, 
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•says the lost one, " if one went unto them from the 
dead, they will repent." And Abraham said unto 
him, " If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead." How very solemn! But so it 
is. For faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. No, not even seeing a man rise 
•out of his grave would convert a soul; it must be 
by hearkening to, and receiving into the heart, the 
word of God. " They have Moses and the pro¬ 
phets, let them hear them." 

Now what does Moses say ? Does he not by types 
and shadows, and also by the plainest statements, 
shew that salvation is alone by Christ, and through 
His precious blood? Does he not plainly say, 
" It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul?" Was not the blood of the lamb the only 
shelter from the judgment of the destroying angel 
throughout the land of Egypt? Did not Aaron 
make atonement for the sins of the people by 
carrying in the blood of the sacrifice, with burning 
incense, inside the veil? Did not Abel's sacrifice 
of the firstlings of the flock so plainly set forth the 
sacrifice of Christ, that we are told that the Lord 
had respect to Abel and to his offering ? And was 
not Cain rejected because his offering did not set 
forth the sacrifice of Christ—a life laid down for 
others? Again, was not the leper pronounced 
clean when sprinkled with the blood ? We might 
multiply quotations to shew the constant testimony 

289-2 
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to the infinite value of the one offering of Christ 
from the books of Moses. Now let us look for a 
moment at some of the prophets. Hearken to 
Isaiah, who says, " He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities 
. . . . and with his stripes we are healed. All we-
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid upon 
him the iniquity of us all He hath poured 
out his soul unto death: and he was numbered 
with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors." 
And to shew the sin-cleansing efficacy of the 
blood of Christ, the prophet says, " Come now,, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." Again," I have blotted oat, as a thick 
cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins."" 
Now what figure could more completely shew the-
thorough blotting out of sin, as gone for ever,. 
than that of the cloud 5 for where is the dark 
cloud we saw yesterday ? Is it not gone, and gone 
for ever ? You will never see it again. As the 
prophet Jeremiah plainly states, " I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no-
more." (Jer. xxxi. 34.) Again, we hear Isaiah 
saying, " I, I am he that blotteth out thy trans¬ 
gressions for mine own sake, and will not re¬ 
member thy sins." Hezekiah also said, "Thou 



hast, in love to my soul, delivered it from the pit 
of corruption; for thou hast cast all my sins be¬ 
hind thy back." (Is. xxxviii. 17; xliii. 25; xliv. 
22; liii. 5-12.) Another prophet says, " As far as 
the east is from the west, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us." (Ps. ciii.) 

In this brief glance we see how clearly and 
fully Moses and the prophets point out the only 
way of salvation. It is no marvel, then, that it 
was said, " They have Moses and the prophets, let 
them hear them!" 

And now, dear reader, you have not only Moses 
and the prophets, but the testimony of our Lord 
Himself also, and of His apostles. You know, 
too, that One has risen from the dead, has been 
seen alive again by many infallible proofs, and has 
commanded that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among all nations. 
And what effect, dear reader, has all this had on 
you? Has the word of God, which speaks of the 
finished work of Christ, persuaded you? Have 
you heard God's word ? " Hear, and your soul shall 
live!" God speaks, and Christ has declared that 
the scripture cannot be broken. You have not 
wonderful things to see, or marvellous experiences 
to pass through, or many things to do, in order to 
be saved ; no, 

" Jesus did it, did it all, 
Long, long ago." 

Then hearken to Him who was delivered for our 
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offences, and was raised again for our justification. 
Let His infallible word, which will never pass 
away, have its due weight upon your soul! Listen, 
attentively to Him who said that His blood was 
shed for many for the remission of sins. Oh think 
of His sinner-loving heart, who, with open arms, 
could most touchingly say, " Come unto me, all 
ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest!" Come then and be saved! 

Thank God, dear reader, that you are this side of 
death, where God's word of forgiveness of sins by 
Christ sounds on all sides! Thank God you are 
not where that rich man was crying out for one 
drop of water to cool his parched tongue ! What 
deep mercy has spared you to the present moment! 
Do think of this; and also consider what an im¬ 
measurable distance there is now between you, a 
sinner in your sins, and the infinitely holy, sin-
hating God. Still His word is that He delighteth 
in mercy, that He saves sinners to the praise of 
the glory of His grace. Listen, then, not to your 
own thoughts, or to the doctrines of men, but to 
the word of the living and true God. " Hear, 
and your soul shall live." 

" O, poor sinner, do not doubt, 
Christ will never cast you out. 
If you come in simple faith, 
Just believing what He saith; 
If you wish for peace and rest, 
You will find it on His breast." H. H. S 
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ORIGINAL SIN; 

OB, THE FALLEN NATURE OF MAN. 

To ONE accustomed to read the scriptures, the 
words, " original sin," have a strange sound. 
There is not only not such an expression in scrip¬ 
ture, but also, strictly speaking, it is not a correct 
expression. Original sin would imply sin as the 
original condition of a creature as created; in¬ 
deed it would charge it as the work of the Creator. 
We need scarcely say this is not the case. 

Even as to Satan, this was far from being so. 
He is described under the figure of king of Tyrus, 
thus: " Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, 
and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden, 
the garden of God Thou art the anointed 
cherub that covereth ; and I have set thee so: thou 
wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of 
fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day 
that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in 
thee Thou hast sinned: therefore I will 
cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God. 
. . . . Thine heart was lifted up because of thy 
beauty; thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason 
of thy brightness," &c. (Ezek. xxviii. 12-17.) 
Whether we look, then, at Sataivor-At-mafly both 
were perfect as created of God. Satan used his 
very beauty and perfection for his fall. 
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We will DOW loot, not at Adam as originally a 
sinner, but at the way in which sin was introduced 
by Satan; or, the way by which man became a 
sinner. 

In Genesis we have no account of the creation 
of Satan or of his fall, but how he deceived the 
woman, and thus introduced sin and evil to the 
human race. 

Here we would notice, as has often been ob¬ 
served, that it was not God that gave up man for 
the trifling thing of eating an apple ; but just the 
opposite, man gave up God for an apple, on the 
around of what Satan said: or, in other words, 
C3 f ' 

the woman listened to, and then believed, Satan 
the father of lies, and distrusted God. The ser¬ 
pent suggested unkindness in God, that He was 
withholding what was for man's good. The woman 
listened to this foul lie. Then the serpent, point 
blank, denied the truth of the word of God— 
•' Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and 
evil." 

The woman believed Satan; sin thus entered— 
it conceived, and brought forth all its fruits. She 
lusted for the fruit: she took it, she ate; and she 
gave to Adam, and he did eat. Oh, how terrible 

^.j^l^ggnseguences! They were naked—they knew 
il7 llntey^uiT^llvtjys^^Md«-jt-&Qm themselves— 
they could not hide it from God. They had given 
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up God for the lie of Satan, and they were afraid 
of God. They tried to hide themselves from God. 
But had God given thorn up because they had so 
sadly sinned ? Nay, He came to seek them, He 
said, "Adam, where art thou?" Nay, it was 
not until God had given the germ of the pro¬ 
mise concerning the leomaii's seed in the sen¬ 
tence on the serpent; and not until the Lord 
God had made coats of skins, and clothed them, 
both Adam and his wife, that He then really drove 
them forth from the garden of Eden. " So he 
drove out the man: and he placed at the east of 
the garden of Eden, cherubims, and a flaming 
sword, which turned every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life." That is, it was real mercy thus 
to prevent man, in his now fallen, sinful state, from 
•eating of the tree of life, and living for ever. 

Surely we must see, however man had sinned 
against God, yet God is love, and what God did to 
man was love; but not love at the expense of 
righteousness. What a change in Adam! And 
notice, there was no promise of any improvement 
or restoration to Adam. What promise there was, 
all pointed to the Seed of the woman. 

Here, then, is God's account of the fall, and the 
introduction of evil into this world; and there is no 
other account in existence worthy of a moment's 
notice. 

Neither can it be denied that the whole human 
race is in the very sinful state here described. The 
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same distrust of God, the same doubt as to His 
goodness to man, the same effort to hide man's 
shame and sin from God, and the same tender love 
of God come down to seek him, saying, " Where 
art thou ?" And though God has devised, and is 
righteous in providing, a perfect covering for mau7 

yet it is a fact that man in his natural state, as 
descended from Adam, is not in Eden ; he is 
driven out, and he, as a child of Adam, cannot live 
in the body for ever. "Dying, thou shalt die;" and 
dying, he does die. This is, to say the least of it, 
a remarkable fact, that the account given to us in 
Genesis exactly describes the condition of the whole 
of Adam's posterity, or the human race. 

Ho\y is this? Another scripture will explain. 
" As by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned." (Rom. v. 12.) It is not 
correct to do as some do, alter the end of this text, 
and say, " in whom all have sinned." " For that 
all have sinned" is the unanswerable proof of the 
extent of the fall. Sin, then, was not man's original 
condition; but we have seen how it entered into 
the world, and we have seen, as to man, how death 
came by sin. It is also a fact that death so passed 
upon all men; and all the wisdom, and efforts, or 
unbelief of the whole world, can neither do away 
with sin, nor shut the mouth of the all-devouring 
grave. Every policeman, and every funeral we 
meet, is a proof of this—nay, almost every thing 
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and person you meet is proof of this. The doctor, 
the magistrate, the mourning dress, &c., all tell of 
sin and death. 

And what are all the places of man's amuse¬ 
ments, but proofs of his desperate effort to hide 
from God ? And what are all the efforts of these 
same men to work out some sort of a religion to 
cover their sin and shame ? Is it not the story of 
the fig-leaves over again ? Oh, that men did but 
know the love of Him who still says, " Where art 
thou?" Yes, the God of love, who is rich in 
mercy to such as were " fulfilling the lusts of the 
flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the chil¬ 
dren of wrath, even as others." (Bead Epli. 
ii. 2-4.) 

What is man's state by nature (called the flesh), 
that in which he is born ? Let another inspired 
writer answer: " Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me." (Ps. li. 5.) 
We have seen how sin came into the world, how it 
passed upon all men ; we know, too, that all have 
sinned—this proves it is so. But here, in this 
psalm, we have the exact statement how it affects 
us at our very birth. 

Now the law could not improve this sinful na¬ 
ture, called flesh. " For when we were in the 
flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, 
did work in our members, to bring forth fruit unto 
death." " For we know that the law is spiritual; 
but I am carnal, sold under sin." Such, then, is 
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the result of Adam's sin to Adam's race—such is 
the sinful condition of every child born in this 
•world. Such have we all found it to be as we 
have grown to years of knowledge. Such we are 
born, such we are by nature. To say it is not so, 
is a most serious fundamental mistake. 

What is meant, then, by the term, " original 
sin," is not that man was made, or created, a sinner, 
but that, having become a sinner, all his posterity 
are born in sin—sin is their very nature. We will 
use the expression in this sense. 

Now it is evident this cannot mean that we have 
committed sins before we were born, which would 
be impossible and absurd. That is a thought evi¬ 
dently connected with the old Eastern idea of 
transmigration of souls. 

We now, with these remarks, ask attention for a 
moment to that strange delusion, that oi-iginal sin 
is washed away in baptism. First, the child is 
baptised for the remission of sins it never has com¬ 
mitted. Then it is held " that all that which has 
the true and proper nature of sin" is taken away 
by baptism ; and thus the baptised are made inno¬ 
cent, immaculate, pure, harmless, and beloved of 
God, heirs of God, joint-heirs with Christ. It is 
almost impossible to believe that the professing 
church could have fallen into such error—but it did, 
and also cursed all who did not agree with this 
strange delusion. It could not, however, be denied 
that, when the child grew up after baptism, a sinful 
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nature—call it what we will—still existed; but 
the professing church flatly contradicted the word 
of God, and said that though the apostle called it 
sin, yet it [the church] did not understand it to be 
properly sin in those born again by baptism, as 
they called it. (Horn. vii. 8.) See the full state¬ 
ment in Council of Trent, sec. v. 5. This was 
pretty bold work, to curse all who said what the 
apostle taught was true. 

That all children dying in infancy are saved, is 
certain ; for Jesus came to save them, and of such 
is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt, xviii. 10, 11.) 
" For the Son of man is come to save that which 
is lost." 

But we must go a little further than this delu¬ 
sion of the dark ages of baptismal regeneration; 
and ask, Do the scriptures teach that in truly 
being born anew, original sin, or the sinful nature 
in which we are born, that that has the true and 
proper nature of sin in us, is taken away ? Where 
is this taught ? Does the Lord, when speaking of 
the new birth, say that which is flesh is taken 
away, or improved, or made pure? He says the 
opposite: " That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit." And the apostle distinctly recognises this 
evil nature—the flesh—in the believer. " For the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one 
tor the xrfcfeejM-sa that ye cannot [or may not] do 
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the tilings that ye would." It may be said, This 
cannot possibly mean that the believer, who is born 
of God, still has sin in him! The apostle John 
says, " If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Does it not, 
then, follow, that if we say sin was taken away by 
baptismal regeneration, and that we—the baptised 
—have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us ? Nothing can be more certain 
than that if we hold that doctrine the truth is not 
in us. 

But is it not equally so if we hold that the death 
of Christ, or the work of the Holy Spirit in being 
born anew, has taken away original sin, or our 
sinful nature, and that therefore we have no sin ? 
In this case also the truth is not in us, equally as 
in the former case. We are assured that many 
who understand pretty clearly that we have for¬ 
giveness of sins committed, through the blood of 
Jesus ; yet are in great confusion as to original 
sin, or sin the root in us. We know the common 
thought is, that in some way this root may be pulled 
up, sin may be eradicated, so that the sinful flesh 
is changed, and made holy—yea, in some sinless. 
There is no such thought in scripture, no such fact 
in experience down here. If we say so, we simply 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. No¬ 
thing is more common than this mistake, that the 
now birth means a change of the old man; or,jf_ 
not so. that _sancti/i cat tort vrill "perfect the change. 
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and altogether change the original sinful nature in 
which we were born. What a sad mistake! 
Does not the man who is born of God find that 
nature still in him ? though he can say, "For I de¬ 
light in the law of God after the inward man; but 
I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind," <fec. Here, in the quickened 
soul, there are two distinct natures. And the 
lesson must be learnt, " For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for 
to will is present with me, but how to perform that 
which is good I find not." 

And cannot the law, or our efforts to keep it, 
help us in this dilemma, when we find, after all, 
there is still sin in us ? Not in the least. " But 
sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupiscence" (or lust). 
What pen can describe the misery of thousands 
thus seeking in the flesh to keep the law ; or, by 
the law, as a rule of life, seeking to improve the 
flesh? " What, then," said a person the other day; 
" Is sin still on the believer all his life here, after 
Christ has died for him, and he is born of the 
Spirit ?" 

Let us look into the scriptures for the remedy 
and the answer. C. S. 

You never really get rid of yourself except in 
the presence of God. 
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BRIEF NOTES ON KEEPING THE UNITY 

OF THE SPIRIT. 

EPHESIANS TV. S, 4. 

W E are enjoined to be " endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," or " to 
be giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the uniting bond of peace." Now what are we 
to understand by keeping this unity ? What is 
it ? Before, however, we look at what it is, it 
may be well to consider what it is not. 

1. Keeping the Spirit's unity is not merely a 
congregational union. There may be considerable 
oneness of mind and judgment with Christians 
who compose a particular congregation, which, 
after all, may be only independency; or, one 
congregation choosing to act independently of all 
other congregations of Christians. The Holy 
Spirit dwells in, and acts in, the church,* all over 
the world. There is really nothing between inde¬ 
pendency and keeping the Spirit's unity. 

2. It is not a sectarian union, or acting together 
on a sectarian principle, even if all the saints in 
the world were on such ground. 

* The word church is used in scripture for the body, as 
" the church which is his body" (Eph. i. 22); and also for the 
professing church, or the church looked at on earth as the 
place of corporate responsibility, as the church of the 
Laodiceans, the church of God which is at Corinth, &c. 
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3. It is not a union of sects, however many of 
the sects, as sects, were congregated together and 
acting together. 

4. It is not always proved by unanimity, however 
much it is desired; for the Corinthians seem to-
have been unanimous in keeping in their midst 
one defiled with flagrant evil; and were evidently 
not unanimous in putting away from among them¬ 
selves the " wicked person." (See 2 Cor. xii. 20, 
21.) It is not a question of majority, of minority, 
or of unanimity, but What is the Lord's mind? 
What is the path marked out by the " Oue 
Spirit" ? 

5. It is not merely union, even of the best kind j 
for are not all saints, however erring, for ever in 
living union with each other and with the 
Lord? 

6. It is not anything short of unity—a unity 
which can be kept only by those who are members 
of " One body" of which Christ in heavan is the: 
Head. When we read in Malachi iii. 16 of those 
who "feared the Lord" . . . . "and they shall 
be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when 
I make up my jewels," the prophet is speaking of 
a God-fearing remnant of Jews, not of the members 
of " one body"—the assembly. Neither are " fel¬ 
lows" the same as members of one body. Again, 
"brethren" dwelling " together in unity" will have 
its fulfilment in millennial times of Israel's bless¬ 
ing on earth—a unity of brothers—not the member-
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ship of one bodys God's present order of blessing. 
This the nation of Israel never will be. There is 
one body. The idea of "twelve tribes" is very 
different from that of "one body." (See Ps. 
cxxxiii.; Heb. i. 9 ; Eph. v. 30.) 

Now let us consider what keeping the Spirit's 
unity is. 

1. Saints only can keep it. Such are exhorted 
to walk worthy of the calling wherewith we are 
called endeavouring to keep it. 

2. This unity is to be kept, not made. Those 
who attempt to make it shew that they do not keep 
the Spirit's unity which has been made. 

3. It is not merely union, but unity—" One new 
man," formed of members on earth united to 
Christ the Head in heaven. So one, that Jesus, 
the glorified Man, could say to a hater of His 
members on earth, " Why persecutest thou ME ?" 
Observe, not " mine" merely, but " me;" and the 
Holy Spirit speaks of such now as " members of 
his body, of his flesh, and of his bones." Again 
the unity is formed and energised, and all the 
members taught, led, and acted on, by " one 
Spirit." The " one bread," or loaf, on the Lord's 
Table, shews it to be the Lord's mind that this 
unity should be expressed "till he come." (See 
1 Cor. x. 17.) It is blessed to know this ! 

4. It is of such a spiritual nature that it can 
only be kept " with all lowliness and meekness, 
aad long-suffering, forbearing one another in 
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love." There is no room for carnal weapons. 
When this unity is truly kept, it will be in the 
uniting bond of peace. What a precious bond! 
Those who are walking proudly and in self-will 
cannot therefore be keeping this unity. 

5. It is a holy unity, for the Spirit is " holy." 
Nothing therefore unsuited to Him, who is " the 
holy and the true," can be consistent with keeping 
the Spirit's unity. Separation from evil is there¬ 
fore imperative. " Let him that nameth the name 
of the Lord depart from iniquity." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

6. It is according to the truth, for " the Spirit is 
truth," and He guides into all the truth. Keeping 
the Spirit's unity therefore excludes everything 
contrary to " the truth." 

7. It is a unity which comprehends nothing less 
than every member of the "one body." Practically 
it considers every saint in Christ Jesus, and is 
associated with all who are endeavouring to keep 
this unity. It cannot, therefore, be sectarian, 
however it may appear to be so. Snch love all 
saints, pray for all saints, and would walk with all 
saints, if they could do so according to the truth. 

8. It is the Spirit's unity because the path and 
power of keeping it is by one Spirit all over the 
world, wherever saints are. " He that hath an 
ear" is therefore enjoined to " hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches," or assemblies. 
In keeping this holy unity then the action of 
" one Spirit" is recognised, and practically owned, 
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•wherever two or three are gathered together in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus own 
His presence and the Holy Ghost sent down. 
Wherever in this way a case has been judged it 
is not judged elsewhere, but the judgimnt of those 
who have thus judged it is accepted as owning 
41 one Spirit." 

It is important to distinguish between purg¬ 
ing out and purging from. In the normal 
fltate of the church when all who believed were 
together, and all outside were unbelievers, it was 
•said "purge out;" but for a time of ruin—a 
great house — when all kinds of evil have been 
•associated with the name of our precious Lord 
Jesus, the faithful are also told to " purge from." 
<1 Cor. v. 7 ; 2 Tim. ii. 19-21.) 

9. The path in thus " endeavowring to. keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" must,, 
therefore, be connected with practical separation 
from those who are acting contrary to the truth, and 
Iholiness, and ways of the Spirit's unity. We 
may cross the street to greet one whom we believe 
io be a member of the "one body," and so far be 
-endeavouring to keep the Spirit's unity, even 
though his sectarian ways forbid us going with 
liim further. 

Communion with the Lord through His truth 
will guide us as to these things, and every other 
act, for the glory of God. 

Those, therefore, who are intelligently keeping 
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the Spirit's unity recognise that the same Holy-
Spirit as a divine person dwells in every child of 
God all over the world, that all have access unto 
the Father through the Lord Jesus by one 
Spirit, and that God dwells through the Spirit all 
over the earth where the Lord's name is professed 
—the house. They gladly own all true believers on 
earth united by one Spirit to Christ in heaven, as 
members of one body, " one new man;" and, while 
doing so, wait " for God's Son from heaven"—the 
" one hope" of our calling. I t is impossible, 
therefore, to own two or more companies of 
saints in any place who are not in fellowship as 
according to the truth, for there is " One body;" 
or to own different ways of dealing with the same 
matters in discipline for there is " One Spirit;" or 
to hold diverse hopes, for there is " One hope." 
A lowly mind, and waiting on the Lord in meek¬ 
ness are needed to enable any to receive, hold, and 
act out these things. " The meek will he guide 
in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way," 
<Ps. xxv. 9.) H. H. 8. 

Some of the marks of the power of the Holy 
Ghost in an assembly of saints gathered in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ are : worship, gifts 
developed, saints agreeing together in the unity of 
the Spirit, earnestness, fervency, unselfishness, 
caring for others, love to souls, fellowship in the 
gospel, and taking the place of rejection with Christ. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

1. " W. H. R.," Luffenham. The word trans¬ 
lated "perish," in 1 Corinthians viii. 11, is the 
same as the one in John x. 28—"And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish." It is also often translated " lose," or " lost," 
as Mark viii. 35 ; Luke ix. 24, &c. The difficulty 
disappears when we notice that 1 Corinthians viii. 
11 is a. question, while John x. 28 is a positive 
statement of the Lord. This makes all the differ¬ 
ence. The apostle does not say that the weak 
brother for whom Christ died shall perish ; that 
would be to contradict the Lord Jesus. He says, 
as it were, Are you, who know that an idol is no¬ 
thing, going so to act as by it to lead a weak brother 
into sin, and to have a defiled conscience ? So far 
as you are concerned, is it nothing to you that, 
through your ways, a weak brother should perish ? 
The security of that brother, as stated by the 
Lord in John, did not alter their sin—in fact it 
was sinning against Christ, who died for that weak 
brother. It would be quite as bad on their part as 
if he had perished. When we remember the fear¬ 
ful power wicked spirits, or demons, had through 
idolatry, it was a most sad thing to bring a weak 
brother under such dangerous influence. We nre 
quite certain the sheep of Christ shall never perish. 
We are told so. 

The other question, as to the meaning of tlu>, 
words, " Who is the Saviour of all men, especially 
of those that believe" (1 Tim. iv, 10), is very in¬ 
teresting. The Saviour-God is such to all men, 
as Preserver or Provider. As another has said, 
"the apostle had faith in the living God, who, by 
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His providence and supreme power, governed, 
preserved, and took care of all men, and especially 
of those that believed." 

2. Kingston-ou-Thames. It is wonderful how 
blessedly God opens up the scripture to the hearts 
and understandings of those who look to Him in 
prayer, and expect to be taught by the Holy 
Ghost. The natural mind is competent to under¬ 
stand earthly things, but " the things of God 
knoweth no man but the Spirit of God." Our 
very difficulties, then, are often the occasions 
whereby we may learn more perfectly our entire 
dependence on the Holy Spirit, in order to bo 
guided into the truth. 

With regard to fasting, in Mark ix. 29, we see 
no reason for not regarding it as abstaining from 
taking our usual food ; as also in Matthew vi. 16. 
It seems to us that such are so intent upon ob¬ 
taining from God what they are seeking, so 
sensible, too, of their unworthiness, that taking 
their necessary food for a time is laid aside, to be 
thus wholly given up to special waiting on God. 
Would that there were more of this earnestness of 
soul in thus dealing with God ! Blessed results, 
no doubt, would follow. 

3. " B.," Collumpton. A full reply to your 
question will be found in our paper, in this number, 
on " Before Death, and after Death." We cannot 
see the shadow of a reason for supposing that the 
rich man in hell, or Lazarus in Abraham's bosom, 
can refer to anything now going on in the world. 

4. "W. , " Stamford. A faithful servant will 
always take deep interest in the affairs of his em¬ 
ployer. But it is the Christian's privilege to pray 
about everything, to be careful for nothing, and to 
be thankful for anything. If he keep his place as 
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a servant, according to the instruction of holy 
scripture, and seek grace from God to glorify His 
name in it, so as to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour, he will find wisdom and help given him 
to meet the various details and circumstances 
which arise. It is wonderful how God blesses 
those who honour Him in prayer and faith. 

5. Crewkerne. The contributions at the Lord's 
table are generally used in ministering to the need 
of the poor members of the body of Christ, after 
the necessary expenses of the room are deducted. 
If, however, it be thought better in some places, 
under certain circumstances, to use it for the 
Lord's work in general, we see nothing contrary 
to it in scripture. 

6. Near Grosvenor Square. Those who believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, do so, first, 
because of urgent necessity, for they know, if they 
do not they must be lost for ever; secondly, they 
know Christ Jesus as the One they look to—the 
Object of faith; thirdly, they do so because they 
believe God, that He is the only Saviour. Such 
know they have salvation, because God says so, 
and they believe God. 

You come to God when you approach God 
through His Son, who died on the cross to save 
sinners, but is now risen, ascended, and glorified 
at His right hand. It is sweet to know that " He 
is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him." Our earnest prayer is that 
God may soon give you joy and peace in believing. 

7. " B . , " Helensburgh. We fear that the 
limits of our Magazine forbid our engaging to 
insert the paper you have so kindly sent. 

Several answers to Correspondents stand over 
for want of space. 
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OK, THE FALLEN NATURE OF MAN. 

No. II. 

OUR friend's question was this—" Is sin still on 
the believer all his life, while he lives here?" 
What is the answer of scripture ? If sin be still 
on him he is eternally lost, for there can be no 
more offering for sin; and without shedding of 
blood there can be no remission of sin. (Eteb. 
ix. 22.) 

Sin, or the flesh, the old nature, is still in him 
—he is deeply conscious of this. The scripture 
does not say, Blessed is the man in whom there is 
no sin; but, " Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord will not impute sin." (Rom. IT. 8.) If sin, 
then, is still in the believer, how is it true that it is 
not on him ? In other words, if sin, as a fact, is 
in the believer, how is God righteous in not reck¬ 
oning it on him, or to him ? This is not the ques¬ 
tion of God forgiving our sins for Christ's sake, 
but the deeper question, How has God dealt with 
what we call original sin, the root of all the sins ? 
We do not read that He has, or does, forgive this, 
the flesh, or sin in the flesh. What then ? Did 
not Jesus die to put away sin? Truly the word 
says that " he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself." " Behold the Lamb of God, 

290 
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which taketh away the sin of the world." " For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil." Most 
surely that work is accomplished on the cross by 
which all this shall be effected. But to see the 
full effect in result, we must wait for the new 
creation—the new heavens and the new earth. Is 
sin put away from the world ? Are the works of 
the devil yet destroyed ? 

Now as to the believer. First, it is all-important 
to know the ground of the righteousness of God 
in not reckoning the sin that is in us. It has been 
not forgiven, but judged; condemned, according 
to all the claims of infinite holiness, and righteous 
wrath against sin. " For he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin *; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him." (2 Cor. 
v. 21.) " God sending his own Son in the like¬ 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin [or by a sacrifice 
for sin] condemned sin in the flesh." What won¬ 
drous grace this is to us, and what righteousness! 
Since my sin has been condemned in the person of 
my Substitute, it cannot in righteousness be reck¬ 
oned to me, or on me. Thus is that word fulfilled, 
" Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin." 

Now, if we see that sin has thus been judged in 
the person of our Substitute, the Son of God in the 
likeness of siriM flesh, we see that God does not 
reckon it to exist before Him: then we can say, 




